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SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


4 1 a 
JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


CHAPTER I. 


The New Teftamint, like the Old, inftrufts us by examples 


Preparation made for Maſiab's appearance — Jobn 
appointed His harbinger—commended by our Lord bis 
birth, education, and early piety—office—anuſterity— 
doctrine of repentance —baptiſm—reproofs and admoni- 
tions —tetimony concerning Chriſt—baptized Jeſus — 
referred all to Him — effects of his preaching —reviled— 


ſent for by Herod, impriſoned — directed bis diſciples to 


inquire of Jeſus —bebeaded — buried. 


Tus Ola and New Teſtament are cloſely connected, 
as parts of the ſame plan, which mutually confirm and 
illuſtrate each other. Both are derived from the ſame 
divine original; and therefore there can be no oppoſi- 
tion between them. But, without detracting from the 
authority or excellence of the more ancient ſcriptures, 
we may aſſert, that the New Teſtament claims our 
peculiar regard, as containing- the cleareſt and moſt 
intereſting revelation ever delivered to mankind, and 


Vor. III. B exhibiting 


- © of 29. 
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exhibiting the completion of the great deſign, which 

had been in ſome meaſure made known from the be- 
' ginning. Salvation was publiſhed to Adam immedi- 
| ately after the fall, and in every ſucceeding age intima- 

tions were given, that redemption ſhould be accom- 
| pliſhed, Yet much obſcurity reſted on all theſe various 
| diſpenſations, till it pleaſed God to diſperſe the darkneſs 
| by the full manifeſtation of his grace through Jefus 
| Chriſt, and to * bring life and Immortality to light 
ll through the Goſpel *.” 
| In the New Teſtament, alſo, we perceive the ſame 
| mode of inſtruction adopted as in the Old. Our faith, 
j indeed, 1s fixed by-an expreſs and authoritative decla- 
ration of the truth: but it is not taught in the ſame 
ſyſtematical way as in the generality of human writ- 
ings. A conſiderable portion of this little volume is 
hiſtorical ; and accordingly, it explains and inculcates 
the principles of our religion by facts and examples. 
Theſe we ſhall endeavour fairly to repreſent ; pointing 
out at the ſame time the practical improvement of each 
circumſtance as it occurs. Though we ſhall neceſſarily 
be led to inſiſt on evangelical doctrines, for they will 
offer themſelves to our notice, and ſurely they are too 
important to be overlooked, yet we ſhall not loſe ſight 
of our original intention, of deducing profitable leſſons 
for the regulation of our conduct from the principal 
lives and characters which are recorded. 

We are now paſſing from the comparative obſcurity 
| of all the preceding ages, to behold the ſplendour of a 


| * 2 Tim. 1. 10, 


perfect 


| JOHN THE BAPTIST. 4 3 
perfect day breaking forth in the Goſpel. Juſtly we 
may exult, while we hear a heavenly voice addreſſing 
us, © Ariſe, ſhine, for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is riſen upon thee . But the Chriſtian 
difpenfation, ſo bright and excellent, was uſhered in 
by one of an inferior luſtre, which prepared the way. 
The revelations of Gad have gradually increaſed in 
their clearneſs from the beginning. As, in the na- 
tural world, we are not ſurpriſed by the ſudden burſt 
olf day, for we have notices of its approach; ſo the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs did not ariſe, till an illuſtrious har- 
binger, like the morning ſtar, had announced his ap- 

But who ſhall be appointed & to go before the face of 
the Lord? We might conclude, it muſt be One of 
diſtinguiſhed excellence; and accordingly we find the 
higheſt character given of Joun THE BAprisr, for 
whom this honour was reſerved. Our Lord ſtyles him 
© a burning and a ſhining light +,” and declares, 
te among them that are born of women, there hath not 
riſen a greater than John the Baptiſt T. Many very 
eminent perſons are exhibited in the Old Teſtament; 
but, upon the opening of the new diſpenſation, the grace 
of God was more abundantly diſplayed. John the Bap- 
tiſt had the pre-eminence above all the ancient pa- 
triarchs and prophets, in the dignity of his office, and 
his ſpiritual diſcernment. Many of them had defired 
to ſee and hear thoſe things, of which he was witneſs ; 
but they were not permitted, They ſpake and wrote 


* Ia.lx. 1. + John v. 35, t Matt. xi. 11. 
B 2 much 


ſoon afterwards more full 
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mch concerning the Saviour, and had large diſco- 


ves of his worth and excellence: but John was fa- 
vdiffed with more expreſs revelations, underſtood and 


deſttibed more clearly the nature and benefits of his re- 
dethption, and himſelf beheld his glory. They pointed 
to Kim, as to a diſtant object, the © Meſſiah that was 
tot come; John not only proclaimed his immediate 


approach, but referred the people to him, as already 
priſent before them, ſaying, © Behold the Lamb of 


Gba, which taketh away the fin of the world * 1” 

Yet the commendation of the Baptiſt by our Lord, 
is given with ſome limitation, Though John was ad- 
vanced above all, who preceded him, many, who came 


after him, are placed in a higher point of elevation. 


« He that is leaſt in the kingdom 
than he.” For, as the great my 


eaven 1s greater 
ery of godlineſs was 
ened, one of the leaſt 
abilities and meaneſt office in the Church of Chriſt 
(which is often ſignified by“ the kingdom of heaven”) 
might underſtand more of the plan of ſalvation, than 
even this eminent ſaint, Not merely the Apoſtles, but 
other inferior miniſters, and even private Chriſtians in 
the preſent day, are to be conſidered as favoured with 


_ clearer diſcoveries, than John, of the riches of divine 


grace, and of the peculiar nature and glory of the Goſ- 
pel diſpenſation, Let us, then, adore the mercy of 
God in affording us opportunities and privileges, which 
ſome of his moſt illuſtrious ſervants, in former times, 
dict ffot enjoy. Let us value and improve our advan- 
rages, Artl pray that we may obtain ſuch diſtinct views - 


* John i. 29. 


of 
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of redemption through the blood of Chriſt, as are ſuited 
to the excellency of that nen under which we are 
placed. 

El hes 2 e 5 
WE eur the coming of the Baptiſt, which fixed the 
count called eyes of the public upon him, and excited a 
n general expectation of ſome great events, 
to be accompliſned by him. He was introduced by a 
train of miracles. His parents were too far advanced 
in years to look for any children in the common courſe 
of nature . But an Angel from heaven announced his 
birth, and acquainted the father Zacharias, with the 
character and office which his intended ſon ſhould ſuſ- 
tain, His very name was determined; and it was fore- 
told by the divine meſſenger, that he ſhonld be a per- 
ſon of peculiar holineſs and abltinence, ce filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt even from his mother's womb ;” and, as 
the promiſed forerunner of the Meſſiah, be the favoured 
inſtrument of © turning many of the children of Iſtael 
to the Lord their God.” Declarations ſo wondexful 
Zacharias was backward to credit; and therefore, for 
a puniſhment of his unbelief, and a confirmation of the 
prediction, he was inſtantly ſtruck ſpeechleſs. At the ap- 
pointed time the child was born; and on the eighth day, 
when the rite of circumciſion was performed, Zacha- 
rias directed, in obedience to the Angel, that he ſhould 
be called Joann, which ſignifies, © The gift or mercy 
of the Lord.” Immediately the tongue of the pious fa- 


Luke i. 4 &c, 
B 3 ther 
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ther was looſed, and, ondatche-obuadace aud powerfab 
influence of the Holy Ghoſt, « He ſpake and praiſed 
God.” The ſpirit of prophecy had ceaſed from the 
days of Malachi, that is, about four hundred years ; but 
it was revived in Zacharias, who broke forth upon this 
event into an inſpired ſong, exprefling the moſt ardent 
gratitude to God for remembering his holy covenant 
and ſending redemption to his people. The vencr- 
able prieſt enlarged upon the nature and excellence of 
the ſalvation to be effected; and, then looking on 
his infant ſon, he exclaimed, * Thov, child, ſhalt be 
called the prophet of the Higheſt ; for thou ſhalt go 
before the face of the Lord, to prepare his ways; to 
give knowledge of ſalvation unto his people by the re- 
miffion of their ſins, through the tender mercy of our 
God; whereby the day-ſpring from on high hath viſited 
us, to give light to them that fit in darkneſs, and in 
the ſhadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 
peace,” „ 8 

Theſe ſurpriſing circumſtances could not fail to at- 
tract the notice of the neighbourhood, All they that 
heard them laid them up in their hearts, ſaying, What 
manner of child ſhall this be?” and probably they were 


the more diſpoſed to receive him, when he entered on 


his public miniſtry. His education, alſo, and deport- 
ment from his infancy, were ſo ſingular, as to excite 
general regard, “ The hand of the Lord was with 
him,” not only according to the common courſe of 
providence to ſupport, invigorate, and protect him, 
but to endue him with an extraordinary meaſure of wiſ- 

dom, 


| JOHN THE BAPTIST. 7 
dom, holineſs, and zeal, and other ſpecial gifts for his 
miniſterial ſervice. © The child grew, and waxed 

ſtrong in ſpirit,” 

Shall not we, alſo, perceive and admire the aus 
interpoſition of our God, in behalf of his Church ? He 
hath been ever mindful of his promiſe ; and at the pro- 
per ſeaſon he hath not delayed to raiſe up ſuitable in- 
ſtruments for the execution of his purpoſes. © Out 
of the mouth of babes and ſucklings he hath perfected 
praiſe . And this conſideration furniſhes encourage- 
ment, both to parents and children. We ſhould be 
concerned, and emboldened to pray for them, that 
they alſo, like John, may be ſanctified from the womb. 
And if we ſee that they poſſeſs, not only a vigorous 
conſtitution, but wiſdom and fervour in the ſervice of 
God, and that early habits of goodneſs are formed in 
them, let us aſcribe it to the divine grace, and de- 
voutly acknowledge, The hand of the Lord is with 
them.“ 

John was an eminent pattern of religion even from 
his infancy. Ah! how different are the generality of 
young perſons among ourſelves; ſeeking happineſs. from 
carnal gratifications and the pride of life ! But behold 
the Baptiſt flying from the noiſe of riot and diſſipation, 
and cultivating communion. with God, by meditation 
and prayer, in a moſt retired ſituation, It is ſuppoſed, 
that he was deprived of his pious parents in his tender 
years, and that under the influence of the Spirit, he 
ſecluded himſelf from ſociety, to be the better fitted for 
his. future ſervice, © He was in the deſerts,” in thoſe. 


® Mat. xxi. 16. * 
B 4 parts 
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parts of Judea, which were little inhabited, where he 
was ſeparated from public temptations, and had oppor- 
tunities of private devotion, There he continued © till 
the day of his ſhewing unto Iſrael,” when he entered on 
his prophetic office, as it were by inauguration, at the 


age of thirty years, It is granted, there was a peculiar 


auſterity and mortification in John's conduct, ſuited to 
the purpoſes of his miniſtry, which is not enjoined upon 
all. But, if you plead an exemption from ſuch ſeverities, 
are you therefore at liberty to indulge every vain and 
fooliſh deſire of your hearts, to ſpend your time and 
ſtrength in ſenſual indulgence, and, by abuſing the world, 
to provoke the God who made it? Poſſibly, you may 
ſpeak well of John's eminent ſanctity, becauſe he is re- 
moved from the earth, and his example cannot now diſ- 
turb you : but do you not hate thoſe in the preſent day 
who in any meaſure reſemble him, and live in holy tem- 
perance and ſelf-denial, © renouncing the pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world * 7” 

But for what poſt or employment was this remark- 
able child deſigned ? He came to fulfil the ancient pro- 
phecies, which foretold the appearance of a glorious 
perſon, as a harbinger or forerunner of the Meſſiah f. 
This character the Baptiſt claimed; and particular care 
is taken by the Evangeliſts to prove, that thoſe ſcrip- 
tures had their completion in him. He was the ELI]AR, 
whom Malachi deſcribed. For, though he aſſumed not 
the name of that zealous reformer, he poſſeſſed his ſpirit 
and power, and reſembled him in his external garb and 


* Catechiſm, 1 Ifa, xl. 3. Mal. ut. 1. iv. 5, 6. 
| abſtemious 


- 
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abſtemious fare, as well as in the ardour and fidelity, 
with which he exerciſed his miniſtry *. 

When kings and great men of the earth are abouy 
to travel, they ſend their meſſengers before them, that, 
all due preparations being made, they may meet with a 
ready reception. Every obſtacle, which might prevent 
their progreſs, muſt be removed ; the rugged moun- 
tains levelled ; the deep valleys raiſed up; the winding 
path muſt be rendered ſtraight, and all the rough places 
ſmooth. To do this in the moral world; to proclaim 
the approach of the King of kings; to take out of the 
way whatever might oppoſe his admiſſion, ſuch as ig- 
norance, pride, prejudice, and the love of preſent things 
and to diſpoſe the people to receive him by a repre- 
ſentation of his glory, and of the benefits which he be- 
ſtows; theſe were among the great objects of the Bap- 
tiſt's office. 

It were eaſy to ſnew, that he came at the very ſea- 
ſon, which had been foretold. For the ſceptre was de- 
parting from Judah, the ſeventy weeks of Daniel were 
expiring, and many were “ waiting for the conſolation 
of Iſrael,” when John appeared to declare, that the 
promiſed Deliverer of the Church was at hand, and 
that © the Lord, whom they ſought, would ſuddenly 
come to his temple .“ The ſcriptures cannot be bro- 
ken: every part ſhall have its full accompliſhment, in 
the proper time and way. It becomes us to leave to 
God the completion of his own plan, and to believe 


Mat. xi. 14. xvii. 13. Luke i. 17. 
+ Gen. xlix. 10. Dan. ix. 24. Mal. ui. f. 
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10 sekIrrUR Z CHARACTERS. 
and rejoice, that He, who remembers his holy Cove- 
nant, will perform whatever ſhall be needful for the fal- 
vation of his people. 

According = It is ſuppoſed, that John did not enter 


Don 265. public view, till he was thirty years old ®. 
We do not therefore cenſure him as averſe to engage 
in his work; but we grieve to obſerve ſame, very un- 
like him, raqh and precipitate, full of their own im- 


to him” (and the revelation, doubtleſs, carried its own 
evidence with it), he delayed no longer, but went forth, 
with the utmoſt earneſtneſs, to reprove and awaken che 
careleis and impenitent. Every thing in his appear- 
ance, his manners, and his doctrine, tended to excite 
a Wlemnity and a fenouſnels in the minds of bis audi- 
ence. He was clothed, as the ancient prophets, with 
2 rough garment, which was compoſed only of camels 
hair, and bound about him with a lkeathern girdie; and 
he ſubiftcd on fuch food as the wildernefs afforded, 
< locuits and wild honey. His addreks alſo was cal- 
culated c ſtrike an awe imo the people: for he fpake 
with authority a5 a meſſenger from God, Repent ye, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Here we ob- 
He declares, that the Lord God was about to eſtabiſn 


* Matt. I. :, . Lake as. . 


dern 


JOHN THE BAPTIST, 11 
been foretold, eſpecially by Daniel * ; and that no one 
could be admittrd into it, who did not abhor and for- 
fake his fin, and with a contrite heart return unto the 
Lord. He conſidered all perſons, without exception, 
2s in a ſtate of depravity, guilt, and condemnation. He 
unrelervedly exhibited the dofirine, which alone pre- 
Pa es for a renewal of heart. He was the preacher of 
that diſcipline, ah ch makes the foul ſubmit to the grace 
and government of Jeſus, and which muſt be felt and 
undcrfiood in order to its everlaſting ſalvation. Thoſe 
who proteficd a deep compunction, were required to 
conform to the ſignificant rite of baptiſm, wkich he ad- 
tution, their need of a ſpiritual waſhing, and determi- 
nation to abandon every evil way. 

A teacher fo remarkable could not but excite grne- 
ral notice; and accordingly we find that immenſe mul- 
titudes of people reforted to him, and were brought 
under the moſt ſerious impreffions. Yer he fought 
not popular applauſe; for his admonitions were fo 
pointed, his reprook fo ſevere, that they ſeemed Hfikely 
to be offcenfive in the extreme. Men of all ranks and 
characters, the moſt oppoſite in principle, 2trended on 
| bis minitiry; but he flanered none. While many of 
the Phariſees and Sadducees flocked aſter him (the 
former of whom were ſtrict in all cxternal obfervances 
of region, the Ener Ecentious 2nd profanc ), be ad- 
drefied chem in terms of the fharpeft reprehenfion, and 
ceiibed them 2d as under te fame Comer . 
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Surpriſed by their appearance, and ſuſpecting their 
ſincerity, he called on them to give decided proofs of 
their penitence by fruits of righteouſneſs. He warned 
them, that their relation to Abraham, and their place 


in the viſible Church, would avail them nothing; that 


the laſt trial was then afforded them; and that, if this 
were neglected, their caſe was deſperate, their ever- 
laſting deſtruction unavoidable. 

Many of his polite and learned hearers were offend- 
ed with his plainneſs of ſpeech, and unwilling to com- 
ply with his injunctions; but, among the common peo- 
ple and notorious ſinners, many were awakened by his 
doctrine, and probably converted to God *. Theſe 
diſcovered a ſerious attention to his words, and profeſſed 
a readineſs to be directed by him in their future con- 
duct. Accordingly, he preſſed upon them the duties 
of charity, juſtice, and forbearance, and cautioned 
them againſt thoſe particular ſins, to which their reſpec- 
tive ſituations expoſed them F. 

A doubt ſeemed to be entertained, whether he were 
not the promiſed Meſſiah ; but this was ſoon reſolved 
by his unreſerved declarations. He teſtified, that the 
Saviour, who was about to appear, poſſeſſed a dig- 
nity immenſely ſuperior, and that he conſidered him- 
ſelf unworthy to perform the meaneſt offices for ſo ex- 
alted a character. He repreſented Him as pouring 
upon his Church the abundant influences of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which, reſembling fire in its operations and ef- 
fe&ts, enlivens and purifies the ſoul. But he warned 


+ Luke vii, 29, 30, + iii, 1018, 


his 


JoHN THE BAPTIST. 14 
his audience, that the ſame illuſtrious Perſonage is not 
to be impoſed upon by any vain pretences to piety; for 
that He will make an awful ſeparation between the 
righteous and the wicked, detect the hypocrites, and 
deſtroy them for ever. 

At length when Jeſus came forth to public view, 
and preſented himſelf to be baptiſed, John pointed him 
out as the very Chriſt, of whom he had ſpoken *. It 
had been wiſely ordered in the providence of God, that 
theſe two, though ſo nearly related, were till that time 
ſtrangers to each other : for thus all ſuſpicion of a col- 
luſion between them was prevented. But then, it 
ſhould ſeem, the Baptiſt received a ſecret revelation, 
that the perſon approaching him was the Mefliah ; and 
therefore, under a ſenſe of his own inferiority and-de- 
filement, he cried out, © I have need to be baptized 
of thee; and, comeſt thou to me?“ His objection, in- 
deed, was overruled ; and, when he had adminiſtered 
the divine ordinance, his ' teſtimony concerning Jeſus 
was immediately confirmed by the viſible deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and a voice from heaven declaring his 
high character. - 

We muſt perceive and admire the meekneſs and 
humility of John, who was ſo careful to aſſume nothing 
to himſelf, and to give all glory to Chriſt. The notice 
of the Jewiſh Sanhedrim at Jeruſalem was'excited by 
the ſurpriſing effects of his miniſtry ; and they ſent meſ- 
ſengers to inquire the nature of his claims and the in- 
tent of his baptiſm, To them he replied, with the 


* John i. 15, &c. 
ſtrongeſt 
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ſtrongeſt aſſeverations, that he pretended not to be any 
other than the Harbinger of the Saviour, and referred 
them to Jeſus, as the perſon whom he came to intro- 
duce. Day after day, while Jeſus probably attended 
upon his preaching, John repeated his teſtimony con- 
cerning him, and called upon the ſurrounding multi- 
tudes to regard Him, as the great propitiatory ſacrifice, 
which alone can expiate our guilt : © Behold,” ſaid he, 
© the Lamb of God, which taketh wy the ſin of the 
world!“ 

On another occaſion we perceive in him the ſame 
affectionate reſpect for Jeſus, and eager deſire to bring 
others acquainted with his character. When Jeſus had 
entered on his miniſtry, and immenſe numbers flocked 
after him, the diſciples of John were diſturbed, leſt 
their maſter's reputation ſhould ſuffer *®. But the Bap- 
tiſt immediately corrected their jealouſy and narrowneſs 
of ſpirit, and, with an aftoniſhing humility and zeal, re- 
Joiced that the Saviour ſhould be exalted, even though 
his own popularity would be thereby impaired. He 
proceeded to deſcribe the high dignity of this illuſtrious 
Perſonage, as the Bridegroom of his Church, the Lord 
from heaven, the well-beloved of the Father, the uni- 
verſal Governor, and ſolemnly declaring, that every fin- 
ner, rejecting his offered mercy, muſt inevitably lie 
under the wrath of God for ever. | 

This is an example, which claims the attention of 
all; for ſurely there is not an individual, who ſhould 
not labour to poſſeſs, though in a different ſphere of 

® John iii. 26, &c. 
action, 
4 7 
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action, thoſe graces which characterized the Baptiſt; 
ſuch were his contempt of the world, humility, diſinte - 
reſtedneſs, and ſupreme regard to the Redeemer. But 
the miniſters of religion ſeem more eſpecially concerned 
to place this eminent pattern before them; for theic 
office requires a nearer reſemblance and imitation. 
They alſo are ſent to © prepare the way of the Lord; 
that, every obſtacle being removed, He may come and 
reign in the hearts of his ſinful creatures, which, like 
the wilderneſs, abound with various impediments, for- 
bidding all acceſs. How vaſt an undertaking! In a mo- 
ral ſenſe, the rough and crooked paths mult be levelled 
and made ſtraight. The faithful heralds muſt © cry 
aloud and ſpare not, and ſhew the people their tranſgreſ- 
ſions,” and proclaim unto the end of the world, Be- 
hold, your Salvation cometh.” In every different ſitu- 
ation, to which they may be appointed, as they have 
but one object, their language muſt be the ſame, Re- 
pent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
They muſt therefore preach the law, explain its exten- 
ſive demands and tremendous ſanctions, in order to 
convince men of their depravity, guilt, and danger, 
and of the neceſſity of an entire renovation, Thus they 
will labour, like John, to turn the diſobedient to the 
wiſdom of the juſt, to make ready a oe prepared 
for the Lord.” 
| You admire the zeal, the courage, and the faithful- 
neſs of the Baptiſt; but are you deſirous, that your 
miniſters ſhould in any meaſure copy after him? Are 
you willing to hear the doctrine, which he conſtantly 
delivered, and to be addreſſed with the ſame unreſerved 
plainneſs ? 
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plainneſs? Be that as it may, your wiſhes in this cats 
are not to be conſulted : © whether you will hear, or 
whether you will forbear,” the ambaſſadors of Chriſt 
muſt declare, Except ye repent; ye ſhall all periſh *. 
Yes; it is indiſpenſably requiſite, that the moſt regular 
and decent perſons ſhould be converted, as well as open 
and groſs offenders. This mortifies your pride, and 
alarms your fears; and therefore you are ready to quarrel 
with thoſe, who aſſert ſuch unwelcome truths. You 
cannot bear to be told of © fleeing from the wrath to 
come,” or of being © burned up with fire unquench- 
able:” how, then, would you have been reconciled to 
the preaching of the Baptiſt ? 
But it is not enough, that the terrors of the law be 
denounced ; thoſe © who watch for your ſouls,” will teſ- 
tify of Chriſt, will endeavour to diſplay His glory, 
grace, and ſufficiency, and exhort you to receive him, 
who comes “ to bleſs you, in turning away every one 
of you from his iniquities 7. They will direct you to 
the Croſs, and entreat you, if you be under painful con- 
victions of guilt, to © behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the ſin of the world.” Your attendance, 
approbation, and eſteem will be only ſo far pleaſing to 
them, as they may thereby have the better opportunity 
of recommending the Saviour to your regard, Inſtead, 
therefore, of aiming at popular applauſe, they will be 
moſt ſolicitous for His exaltation, and will rejoice 
when He is magnified, whatever may become of them: 
But, from the ſame principle, they will alſo warn you, 


* Luke xiii. 3, + AQs iii. 26. * 
0 N ac 
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that contempt and rejection of the Son of God will 
inevitably expoſe you Nen — ener, and that 
throughout eternitrx. 5651907 it 

Do you profeſs a * . = falvation? ' 
Your teachers, like John, will require you to evince 

your ſincerity by your holy conduct, and will earneſtly 
exhort you not to deceive yourſelves by vain pretences 
to religion. They will therefore call upon you to diſ-—- 
charge with fidelity the particular duties of your reſpec- 
tive places, and to beware of thoſe ſins, which moſt 
eaſily beſet you. Are you willing to liſten to ſuch in- 
ſtructions, and to yield a cheerful obedience? The moſt 
glorious effects may be expected from the miniſtry, 
which is exerciſed, like that of the Baptiſt, with wiſ- 
dom, courage, impartiality, and faithfulneſs. Doubtleſs, 
he laboured to good | purpoſe, among the men of that 
generation, and © many of the children of Iſrael did he 
turn to the Lord their God,” according to the prophe- 
cy *. It appears, too, that his teſtimony was recollect- 
ed after his death, in conſequence of which, probably, 
many were diſpoſed to believe on the Saviour f. But it 
muſt not be concealed, that his excellence of character 
did not ſecure him from contempt and ridicule. Among 
ſome, eſpecially of the higher ranks, he was accounted 
no better than a madman, or a demoniac. © He hath 
a devil,” was the ſcornful reproach caſt upon him . 
The caſe is ſomewhat ſimilar among ourſelves; * The 
preaching of the croſs is to them that periſh fooliſhneſs;” 


Luke 1. 16, + John x. 41. Luke vii. 33. 
Vol. III. C the 
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the moſt exemplary conduct in miniſters will not ſilence 
the gainſayers: and if John were to riſe from-the dead, 
and to preach as before, it is not likely that he would 
meet with any better treatment. Such kind of cen- 
ſures and deriſion will, indeed, appear of little conſe- 
quence to thoſe, who are chiefly ſolicitous to promote 
the honour of Chriſt and the ſalvation of ſouls. What- 
ever railing accuſations are brought againſt them, ex- 
poſed as they may be to violent oppoſition or © cruel 
mockings,” if they are the inſtruments of turning 
any to the Lord, and refcuing them from the wrath 
to come, they will conſider themſelves as abun- 
dantly repaid; and 8 with peculiar fa- 
vour. 
Me cannot help wiſhing, that the valuable Lilo 
of the Baptiſt had been greatly prolonged for the be- 
nefit of the world. But it pleaſed God, whoſe ways 
are unſearchable, to appoint otherwiſe. The exerciſe _ 
of his public miniftry was ſhort indeed; he was not 
only ſoon interrupted; but even cut off, when, as there 
is reaſon to ſuppoſe, there had been a ſpace of little 
more than three years, from his firſt official appear- 
ance. We haſten to conſider the cloſe of his life, which 
was attended with ſome afflictive circumſtances, but 
not inglorious. 4 246 

John, we have ſeen, was held in high eſtimation | 
among the common people, and this excited the notice, 
if not the jealouſy and diſpleaſure, of. the Great. Ac- 
cordingly lie was ſent for, perhaps from motives of cu- 


ory. to the court of Herod, the Tetrarch of Galilee, 
8 before 
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before whom he had an opportunity of bearing a faithful 
teſtimony v. This prince was of an infamous character, 
and was then living in adultery with Herodias, the wiſe 
of his on brother Philip: yet he appeared to be much 
affected by the ſolemn admonitions of John, liſtened to 
him with pleaſure, and, in compliance with his expoſ- 
tulations, reformed many parts of his conduct 7. A 
worldly prudence would have ſuggeſted, that the 
preacher muſt be ſilent on the particular fins, and eſpe- 
cially on the inceſtuous commerce, of the king. But 
the honeſt zeal of the Baptiſt could not refrain: and 
therefore, without fearing the conſequences, he boldly 
re proved him, as for his other offences, ſo for his cri - 
minal connection with that baſe woman, declaring to 
him without reſerve, © It is not lawful for thee to 
have her.” So plain an addreſs could not be reliſned: 
Herod immediately conceived the warmeſt reſentment, 
and commanded him to be ſeized, bound, and caſt 
into priſon, The adultereſs in her rage meditated fur- 
ther revenge; for ſhe would have killed him. To 
this propoſal, however, Herod would not at firſt con- 
ſent; as he ſtill rerained a high reverence for John, from 
a conviction of his peculiar ſanctity. Afterwards, in- 
deed, that regard loſt its influence, and he would have 
put him to death, but was awhile reſtrained, leſt, by 
the murder of this holy man, who was generally be- 
loved and venerated by the people, he ſhould e an 
inſurrection among his ſubjects. > ykintr! 


Mat. xiv. 3, &c. Mark vi. 17, &c. 
P See the character of this Herod illuſtrated i iu the next volume. 
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Shall we mourn for the impriſonment of the pro- 
phet ? We muſt lament the interruption of his miniſ- 
try; but there is no doubt, that he was happier in his 
chains, than his perſecutors in the palace. Let us not 
be afraid of the conſequences, to which a faithful diſ- 
charge of our duty may expoſe us, Let us revere 
our conſciences, and dread the diſpleaſure of God more 
than the frowns of the world. Let us openly avow 
our attachment to Chriſt, and our abhorrence of ſin; 
nor dare to give up the truth in compliment to any 
man. For it were better to go down into a dungeon 
for righteouſneſs' fake, than to enjoy the favour of 
princes, with the reproaches of our own minds, and a 
fear of the divine judgments. 

It ſhould ſeem, that John's diſciples had free acceſs to 
him during his confinement, and that he was ſolicitous 
to introduce them to a further acquaintance with the 
Saviour, 'to remove their ſuſpicions, or to confirm them 
in their attachment to Him. On this principle, we ap- 
prehend, when he heard of the growing reputation and 
miraculous works of Jeſus, he ſent to him two of his 
beloved followers (not for his own ſatisfaction, but 
theirs) to inquire, whether or no he was the true Meſ- 
ſtah #. Our Lord, probably knowing the purpoſe, gave 
4 full anſwer to the queſtion, by referring them to the 
wonders which he performed before them, in proof of 
his character, and then warned them to beware of enter- 
raining prejudices againſt Him. May we learn from 


Mat. xi. 2—6. Luke vii. 18—23, See Biſhop Atterbury's 
elegant ſermon upon this ſubject, vol. iii. ſerm. 2. 
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John, when we are quitting the world, to bear our teſti- 
mony for Chriſt, to rejoice in the advancement of His 
kingdom, to direct our friends to Him, and labour to 
eſtabliſh them in the knowledge and love of his name! 
The laſt ſcene of this valuable life was moſt affecting. 
At a ſumptuous feaſt in Herod's palace, the murder 
of John was contrived and accompliſhed. The king, 
being pleaſed with the graceful movements of Hero 
dias's daughter, who entertained the company by her 
dancing, raſhly promiſed with an oath, that he would 
grant her, whatever ſhe would aſk; and ſhe, by her 
mother's inſtigation, petitioned for the head of the Bap- 
tiſt. This appeared to that ſhameleſs woman the moſt 
deſirable gift in Herod's dominions ; for ſhe was fired 
with rage againſt the preacher, who had openly declared 
his abhorrence of her iniquitous conduct; and therefore, 
to ſatiate her malice, an executioner was immediately 
diſpatched to the priſon, where the good man periſhed 

by the hand of violence, | 
How myſterious are the ways of Providence, which 
permitted ſuch a life to be cut ſhort in the midſt, and 
by means ſo ignominious ! We are ready to expoſtulate 
with God concerning the wiſdom and the juſtice of his 
proceedings : for, while the wicked triumph, and the 
righteous are oppreſſed, it may ſeem as if He had for- 
ſaken the earth, or took no care of his ſervants. What 
ſhall we ſay to caſes, like this before us? Why doth 
He not plead the cauſe of the upright, and confound 
the purpoſes of his enemies? But we have no right to 
reply againſt Him. He doeth all things well :”” nor, 
in the end, ſhall any of his faichful people complain, 
C3 though 
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though they may ſuffer bonds and impriſonment, or 
martyrdom itſelf, for their attachment to Him. We 
mourn for the cruel and premature death of the pro- 
phet; but to him the ſtroke could not be unwelcome, 
which inſtantly tranſmitted him from a gloomy dun- 
geon to everlaſting glory. 

His diſciples were not aſhamed to own their relation 
to their murdered maſter, They performed their laſt 
office to him, in burying his corpſe; and probably from 
that time they became followers of Jeſus. May his 
memory be dear to us, as it was to them! Whatever 
reproaches may attend the ſaints of God, living or dy- 
ing, may we honour their names, and not be atraid to 
avow our eſteem for them! 

You, who hate and perſecute the zealous ſervants of 
Chriſt, would have taken part with Herod and his aſſo- 
ciates. But ah! conſider, with whom you would with 
to be joined hereafter! Will you not deſire. to have 
your portion with them, whom you now deſpiſe for their 
holy ſingularity? O ſeek, then, to poſſeſs their faith 
and love, their ſelſdenial and devotion, ** Give dili- 
gence to make your calling and election ſure;” and you 
ſhall ſoon be, where the Baptiſt is, adoring your God 
and Saviour; and you ſhall there attain a higher degree 
of knowledge, ſanctity, bliſs, and glory, than what any 
of the moſt excellent characters are capable of enjoying 
upon earth, 

We pray, Oey ich our C n 

© Almighty God, by whoſe providence thy ſervant 
J ohn Bapriſt was . born, and ent to propane 

| as authe 
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the way of thy Son our Saviour, by preaching of re- 
pentance ; Make us ſo to follow his doctrine and holy 


life, that we may truly repent according to his preach- 
ing, and after his example conſtantly ſpeak the truth, 
boldly rebuke vice, and patiently ſuffer for the truth's 
ſake, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen “.“ 


„Collect for Saint John Baptiſt's day. 
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JESUS CHRIST, 


II. 
a 


Mor. I, 


Importance of the charatter of Jeſus —to be fludied with 
prayer—and for the increaſe of holy affetions—its ori- 
ginality—proofs of bis exiftence—writers of his hiſtory 
competent and faithful. Conſider, as an introduction, 
I. His pre-exiſtence, II. His Deity, III. His incar- 
nation, IV. Preparations made for him, | 


Wi cannot but feel a ſuſpicion and diffidence of our- 
ſelves, while we attempt to delineate the character of 
the Saviour. So great is its importance in every view; 
ſuch a divine ſplendour and glory are caſt around it; 
and fo profound are the myſteries, with which it is 
connected; that our minds are filled with an awful re- 
verence, when we draw near to contemplate: and we 
ſeem diſpoſed rather to ſtand at a diſtance, in ſilent and 


devout admiration; for © we cannot order our ſpeech 


by reaſon of darkneſs.” 

But the difficulty of the taſk ſhould not diſcourage 
our humble, though weak, endeavours. Only let us 
undertake it with earneſt ſupplication, that we may not 
te darken counſel by words without knowledge.“ In the 
ſtudy of every part of the ſacred ſcriptures, we have con- 

. —  tinwal 
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tinual need of prayer, that we may poſſeſs a juſt and ſpi- 
ritual diſcernment. But here eſpecially, while the Lord 


himſelf comes down from heaven, and paſſes by before 
us, we ſhould beg, that the veil may be removed from 


our minds, and that He, © who commanded the light 
to ſhine out of darkneſs, may ſhine into our hearts, to - 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt *.” The hiſtory of Cefar or 
Alexander may be peruſed with indifference, or, if you 
pleaſe, with the ſeverity of criticiſm ; but the hiſtory of 
the Son of God is no matter of idle amuſement or cu- 
rious ſpeculation : for every thing here is wonderful, 
and deſigned to excite in us the devout affections of 
gratitude, love, and zeal. | 
A right apprehenſion of His character will conſtrain 
us to cry out with Simeon, in rapturous adoration, 
“Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace,. 
for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation f. Every pro- 
per view of Him will, alſo, produce a ſanctitying in- 
fluence. For, © with open face, beholding as in a glaſs 
the glory of the Lord, we are changed into the fame 
image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord . T 
The moſt ſuperficial obſerver muſt allow, that th 
hiſtory of Jeſus is replete with wonders. Almoſt every 
circumſtance in it is uncommon, and unparalleled. He 
was born, He lived, ſuffered, and died, in a very differ- 
ent way from any other man. This originality of his 
character is a ſtrong preſumption in favour of his reli- 
gion; becauſe no impoſtor ever did reſemble him, nor 


* 2Cor.iv.6, 1 Lake B. 20 30 & 2 Cor. Hi. 18. 
18 


26 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


s it probable, that ſuch a | reſemblance would ever be 
pretended. 
It is not our deſign to produce the many evidences, 
which might be offered, in ſupport and confirmation 
of our holy faith. But it may be noted briefly, that 
the proof of the whole depends on this ſingle fact, that 
there did really exiſt ſuch a perſon as Jeſus of Nazareth. 
And this is eſtabliſhed upon ſtronger teſtimony, than 
any other ſimilar fact can be. The declarations of many 
ancient Pagan writers put it beyond a doubt; and it is 
manifeſt, that the firſt and bittereſt oppoſers of the Goſ- 
pel never once denied it. It is alſo more clearly aſcer- 
tained by the propagation and continuance of Chriſti- 
anity in the world. For whence did this ſyſtem take its 
riſe, or how could it have been ſupported, if there had 
never been ſuch a Teacher as Jeſus Chriſt ? 
But it is aſked, Are the records, which deſcribe his 
life and character, genuine accounts, and what may 
ſafely be relied on ? The anſwer is obvious: the books 
of the New Teſtament have a more convincing evi- 
dence of their authenticity, than any other writings of 
the like ancient date, The hiſtory of our Lord is tranſ- 
mitted to us by thoſe, who poſſeſſed the moſt certain 
information upon the ſubject. The Evangeliſts, Mat- 
thew and John, were diſciples and conſtant attendants 
of Jeſus; Mark and Luke, alſo, had the beſt oppor- 
tunities of being acquainted with his actions and diſ- 
courſes from the Apoſtles themſelves; the former, it is 
believed, being the companion of Saint Peter, as the 
latter was of Saint Paul. Theſe publiſhed their narra- 
tions very ſoon after the tranſactions which they relate, 
1 8 1 f 41 us! and 
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and in the midſt of enemies; ſo that their accounts, if 
falſe, might, and no doubt would, have been denied 
and confuted. But they have ſtood the teſt of ages 
every attempt to overturn them, tends to confirm their 
authority the more. Indeed, their integrity appears by 
many indubitable marks. The manner of their writing 
is peculiar to themſelves: for their artleſs ſimplicity is 
ſuch as proves, that they did not contrive a ſyſtem of 
their own. hey delivered plain facts without diſguiſe, 
and generally without any reflections, which might bias 
their readers; ſo that, from the circumſtances fairly re- 
preſeated, we are left to draw the en concluſions 
for vurſelves. | 

What, then, is their e. congerning the great 
Founder of our religion? This is an extenſive ſubject, 
which it will be our benefit, as it is our duty, to con- 


template; for it will tend to excite the moſt devout af- 


fections in our hearts. We ſhall endeavour to draw. 


the general outlines of this aſtoniſhing character; and, 


as an introduction to the ſubject, we ſhall point out 
ſome particulars, the knowledge and belief of which 
ſeem of great importance, in order that we may form 
right conceptions of the life of Chriſt. We colder, 
therefore, 

I. His pre-exiſtence. We do not inquire after any 
condition, in which we might be ſuppoſed to be placed, 
previous to our birth ; for this, clearly, is our firſt ſtare, 
But his appearance in human fleſh is deſcribed by ſuch 


_ expreſſions, as cannot be applied to any mere man, and 


prove that he was poſſeſſed of a glorious being, prior 
to his nativity, He was ſent into the world,” as his 
7 FPa.ather's 
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Father's meſſenger ; © He came down from heaven,” 
and took our nature, of his own accord; all which are 
mentioned as inſtances of his amazing condeſcenſion; 
but ſuch they could not be, if his exiſtence had com- 
menced only at his incarnation. He ſpeaks of himſelf 
as having © glory with the Father, before the world 
was,” and Saint Paul aſſerts, that © he made himſelf of 
no reputation,” or © emptied himſelf of his glory,” that 
he might be obedient unto death *.. And does not this 
language imply an antecedent ſtate and dignity ? Our 
life was not the effect of our choice; but he is repre- 
ſented as voluntarily entering upon that, which he had 
in common with us, to fulfil his own gracious purpoſes : 
and this very conſideration lays us under unſpeakable 
obligations of gratitude, love, and obedience to him. 
LO] I come,” faid he , which expreſſion denotes, 
that he poſſeſſed ſome other mode of being, before he 
was born of his virgin mother. | 
It was the Redeemer, who appeared and revealed 
himſelf to the Church in the Old Teſtament, by the 
name of Jenovan, and who is called © the Angel, in 
whom was the name of God,” © the Angel of his pre- 
ſence 2.“ He governed the world by his providence, 
before he took up his abode in it, ordering all things by 
his wiſdom and power. Nay, he was the Creator both 
of heaven and earth, with all their various 1nhabitants, 
viſible and inviſible ; « He ſpake, and it was done; he 
commanded, and it ſtood faſt $.” And do not theſe 


* John xvii. 5. Phil. ii. 7. + Heb. x. 7. 
t Exod. xxiii. 20, 21. Iſa. Ixiii. 9. Acts vii, 38. 

$ Col. i. 16, 17. Pfal. xxxili. 9. 
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things import, that he had an exiſtence, prior to ct 
every creature ? It might ſeem ſtrange to ſearch for ar- 
guments in ſupport of this truth, if we were not ſur- 
rounded by perſons, who will allow the Saviour nothing 
more than the properties of humanity. An error this, 
which ſtrikes at the foundation of our faith. For, if we 


accede to ſuch a ſentiment, we mult either ſay, that fin 


is not ſo offenſive: to God as to require any great expia- 
tion (and therein we ſhould deny his righteous character 
and the ſanctions of his holy law), or elſe we muſt 
abandon our hopes of heaven, ſince no adequate atone- 
ment can have been made by a mere man like W 
* therefore © we are yet in our fins.” (Srl 
Me have advanced but a little way in our object, in in 
aſſerting the pre- exiſtence of Jeſus. If we inquire, 
what was his former ſtate, what his attributes and glory, 
we ſhall find ourſelves obliged to maintain 
II. His Deity. Not only did he partake of the per- 
fetions of the Godhead, in conſequence of his union 
with the Father, but he was in himſelf very and eternal 
God. If this be not granted, a conſiderable part of the 
cleareſt declarations of ſcripture, on which the doctrine 
is founded, muſt be either expreſsly contradicted, or, 
by an unhappy refinement of criticiſm, explained into 
nothing. It were eaſy to produce a multitude of texts, 
which prove the point in the moſt full and dire& manner, 
But this would lead us too far from our purpoſe. It 
muſt, however, be noted, that if Chriſt be no more than 
a creature, though of a ſuperior order, or one exalted to 
be God merely for his office, the Bible appears too ab- 
ſtruſe and difficult to be deſigned for common people, 
and 
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and of alb other books moſt dangerous and deſtructive, 
as being the cauſe of much 5 * the ca of 
the Son of Gd. | | 
Suffice it in this place to refer to that ſublime 10 
ſcription of our Lord's perſon and dignity, which ſtands 
at the beginning of Saint John's Goſpel, and is a = 
per introduction to the life and character of Jeſus, It 
ſeems to have been the grand deſign of the Evangeliſt 
to vindicate the divine glory of our Redeemer, in op- 
poſition to thoſe. very errors, which then began to ſhew 
themſelves, and have been only broached/afreſh by mo- 
dern heretics. In what terms could he have delivered tlie 
doctrine more expreſsly, than he has done when he af- 
ſerts; In the beginning was the Word; and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God ? It is ob- 
vious, chat he ſpeaks, not of a mere attribute, but of a 
real perſon; for he adds that '* the Word was madę 
fleſh and dwelt among us f.“ He meant, therefore, 
to deſcribe his beloved Maſter; and he has evidently | 
applied to him the very fame title of **!the Word,” 
and the Word of God” in ſome other places f. Nor 
is it an unſuitable appellation ; for, (not to infift on the 
import of the term Loads, as the wiſdoM, or the in- 
tellectual image of God) as our words diſcover the ſen- 
timents of our minds, ſo he has revealed ne divine will, 
and declared the Father to us. | - 
« He was in the beginning,” not oil at the firſt 
production of this world, but before the exiſtence of any 


* John i. 1, &c, + 14. 
1 John i. 1. Rev, xix. 13. 
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creature. He was with God,” in the ſame ſtate of 
unlimited happineſs and glory, and one with Jzxovan | 
by an ineffable and myſterious union of nature. Nor 
was he raiſed to this exalted. rank, by'an a& of peculiar 
favour; but he always poſſeſſed it, as of his'own right, 
ſince © he was God,” partaking of the. perfections of 
Deity in all their fulneſs. In confirmation of this, the 
Apoſtle aſeribes the origin of the univerſe to him: for 
ce all things were made by him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. And will it not 
be allowed, that © he, who built all things, is God “?“ 
Some, indeed, have maintained, that in the formation of 
the world he acted by a delegated power, and not by his 
own eſſential Divinity. But how is this conſiſtent with 
Saint Paul's account, that © all things were created rox 
HIM,” as well as “ by him,” and that by him all things 
conſiſt + ?” In what can he be inferior to Jehovah, who 
is not only the author, but the final cauſe, of all? Fur- 
ther, the Evangeliſt declares, that he had exiſtence in 
himſelf as its original ſource, from which the whole hu- 
man race derive all their underſtanding, happineſs, and 
comfort. In him was WF 4 and the life was the light 
of men.. olg do 
The ſplendour of his majeſty wi was in a a great meaſure 
concealed, during his reſidence upon earth ; but there 
were thoſe, who ſaw through the veil of his humanity 
and they have borne a decided teſtimony. We beheld 
his glory, the glory as of the only. begotten, of the Fa- 
ther 1.“ This could not be any external e for 


Heb. ili. 4. ＋ Col. i. 16, 17. P John i. 14. 
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Wy his condition was attended with circumſtances of peeu- 
| fl liar meanneſs, and, probably, he carried marks of af- 
"ſt fliction in his countenance. - Yet he appeared, both 
from his words and works, to be One of ſuperior dig- 
nity ; for he ſpake and acted in numerous inſtances as 
Lord of the whole creation. There were ſome ſpecial 
ſeaſons, when the brightneſs of the Deity broke forth 
upon his favoured attendants. Theſe ſaw ſome part of 
the radiance of his majeſty, when he was tranfigured on 
the mount: they heard the voice, by which * he re- 
ceived from God the Father honour and glory“: and 
they his choſen witneſſes have declared that which they. 
faw and heard; © ſhewing unto us that eternal life, 
which was with the Father, and was manifeſted unto 
them f.“ The celeſtial ſpirits, alſo, who could not 
miſtake his real character, were commanded to expreſs 
their reverence of him. For when the Lord God 
c bringeth in the firſt begotten into the world, he faith, 
And let all the Angels of God worſhip him .“ 
Let us, then, maintain the truth, which is clearly de- 
hvered, and fully confirmed to us; nor fear, on the teſ- 
timony of the Apoſtles, to receive Jeſus as © the Lord 
of glory ||.” If even Angels bow before him with pro- 
found 


„Matt. xvil. 1, &c. 2 Pet. i. 16, 17. 
+ 1 John i. 1—3. t Heb. i. 6. 

Many are the publications, in which the Apoſtolical teſtimony 
for the Divinity of Chrift is admirably collected and ſtated. To 
thoſe, who may not have leiſure for the peruſal of the works of Dr. 
Waterland, we might recommend A ſhort Defence of the Divi- 
nity of Chriſt,” publiſhed at Leeds, price 3d. Jones's Catholic 
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found adoration, who are we, that we ſhould refuſe to 
pay our homage to him? Let us inquire, Do we en- 
tertain worthy notions of him, or feel a ſuitable regard 
towards him? Do we render him the honour, due unto 
his name? It is poſſible to aſſent to his Divinity, in a 
mere ſpeculative way, while the heart remains inſenſt. 
ble to his excellence, and diſaffected to his ſervice. 
Accordingly, many call him, « Lord, Lord,” who fee 
no beauty in him, that they ſhould deſire him, and who 
do not the things which he ſays “. | 

But to form a right judgment of the character of Je- 
ſus, we mult take a different view, and oblerve how he 
gives us acceſs unto himſelf, The glory of his effential 
and unveiled Deity would dazzle our fight. But we are 
encouraged to draw near, while we are aſſured, that he 
is IMMANUEL, © God with us,” or, God in our nature; 
« God manifeſt in the fleſh.” Hence we conſider 


III. His incarnation. Various and oppoſite errors 


have prevailed, reſpecting the perſon of Chriſt; ſome 


denying him Divinity, others humanity. We believe, 
that they were both truly united in him, and that he was 
very God, as well as very man. Here, indeed, many 
objections are raiſed. Such an aſſumption of the man- 
hood, it is ſaid, is unintelligible, unneceſſaty, and im- 
poſſible. Alas! to what 1mpiety may we be led by our 


Doctrine of the Trinity,“ Kc. If the learned reader wiſh to #-e 


che teſtimony of the primitive Church, in addition to that of the 
Apoſtles, the writings of Biſhop Bull, particularly his Defenſio 
fidei Nicænæ, and “ Bp. Horſley's Tracts in controverſy with 
Dr. Prieflley,” are deſerving of his regard, 
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own pride and preſumption ! There are thoſe, who will 
not allow any thing to Jehovah, which exceeds their 
own ſcanty comprehenſion, and, without regarding his 
expreſs declarations, arrogantly determine, that it 1s not 
proper or poſſible for him to exiſt and act in any other 

-way, than what they themſelves underſtand, and even 
preſcribe for him ; and then they dignify their conceits 
with the name of © Rational Religion.” 

If it be aſked, how this union between two natures 
ſo diſtant could be effected, we pretend not to explain 
the manner ; for it is not explained to us. And, indeed, 
there 1s no ſubject, even relating to ourſelves, in which, 
if we enter into curious ſpeculations, and would unra- 
vel every difficulty, we might not be ſoon embarraſſed, 
confounded, and obliged to confeſs our ignorance. And 
ſhall we, who know nothing clearly about the mode of 
our own being, undertake to ſay, of what the great and 
glorious God may be capable? The fact is clearly 
eſtabliſhed: it is declared, © the Word,” who was in 
the beginning, with God, and was God, —“ was made 
fleſh.” He partook of all our infirmities (fin only ex- 
cepted), being ſubject to the ſame ſenſations, fatigues, 
pains, and temptations, as any the weakeſt of our ſpe- 
cies. He was, therefore, as truly man, as if he had 
poſſeſſed no higher nature. This will be ſufficiently 
manifeſt, while we deſcribe the various circumſtances of 
his life. 

We allow, then, that there is a ſenſe, in which the 
Son is inferior to the Father ; for, as his ſervant, he is 
ſent by him, receives his commiſſion from him, and to 


him likewiſe owes his exaltation. But expreſſions of 
that 
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that kind, which are frequent in the ſcriptures, by no 
means contradict the doctrine here maintained; for they 
are uſed only with a reference to his manhood, or his 
mediatorial office, in which it is granted that he was in 
a ſtate of ſubjection. The incarnation being admitted, 
the Bible ſpeaks a conſiſtent language, reſpecting the 
Redeemer; whereas, otherwiſe, it would be at variance 
with itſelf. | 5 

This humiliation of Jeſus is repreſented as a neceſ- 
ſary, or at leaſt a ſuitable, and expedient, ſcheme. © In 
all things it behoved him to be made like unto his bre- 
thren “.“ In his humanity alone, he was capable of 
obeying and ſuffering for us: in this alone, he could 
ſuſtain the character of © a merciful High-prieſt,” and 
be © touched with a feeling of our infirmities.” Thus 
the ſame nature, which ſinned, atoned for the tranſgreſ- 
ſion, and repaired the breach. Hereby we draw near 
to God, and God to us: He ſtoops to us, and we riſe 
to Him: our IMMANUEL Joins heaven and earth to- 


gether, Of how great importance, and how replete 


with conſolation, is the doctrine before us! 

It is © the man Chriſt Jeſus,” who is propoſed as 
our pattern; for, in the peculiar exertions of his Divi- 
nity, he is not exhibited as an example to us. In him, 
then, Humanity is gloriouſly exalted ; and by an union 


with, and a reſemblance of, him, we ſhall attain the 


higheſt dignity, of which our ſpecies is capable. O let 
us pray, that we may ſo contemplate his excellence, as 
to become more and more conformed to his likeneſs ! 
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We might conclude, that the object was great in- 
deed, for which a perſon of ſuch eminence condeſcend- 
ed to take up his abode on the earth. We ſhall draw 
the ſame concluſion from conſidering 

IV. The preparations made for his appearance. 
Upon a flight view of the ſubject, we mult ſuppoſe, 
that he was about to carry into execution ſome ſcheme 
of immenſe magnitude and importance. An expecta- 
tion of his coming had been raiſed in the minds of men 
for four thouſand years. His introduction into the 
world, therefore, was not a ſudden event, nor a deſign 
formed in haſte. Every circumſtance had been fore- 
ſeen and declared, nay, appointed from eternity; the 
everlaſting counſels of Jehovah had determined it; the 
courſe of divine Providence had been directed to it; 
and, probably, the earth itſelf created for it. The 
grand purpoſe of his incarnation was revealed immedi- 
ately aſter the fall; and the Church had. bern taught to 
truſt and rejoice in his atonement, even before his ap- 
pearance, as it has done ſince that period, and will do 
to the end of time, 

It is aſked, © Why was his coming delayed fo long, 
if indiſpenſably neceſſary ? or, why not longer, if not 
wanted before?“ Theſe are ignorant and preſumptuous 
queſtions. For who are we, that we ſhould require 
the God of heaven to juſtify to us the wiſdom and pro- 
priety of his diſpenſations? We ſhould adore and em- 
brace the mercy, which is offered to us through the Sa- 
viour, rather than diſpute about it. His manifcſtation 
in the fleſh, no doubt, was ſeaſonable: nay, the ſcrip- 
ture aſlerts, that he died © in due time,” and that he 
came 
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came © in the fulneſs of time *.” Some reaſons may 
be aſſigned, why the great event did not take place 
ſooner : . 

1. That the neceſſity of redemption might be more 
clearly perceived; and that our condition without ſuch 
an interpoſition might be proved to be abſolutely deſ- 
perate. The Lord ſuffered men to walk in the way of 
their own hearts, in order to evince their extreme and 
total depravicy, the blindnels of their underſtandings, 
the perverſeneſs of their wills, and their utter inability 
to reſtore themſelves. For if we poſſeſs any wiſdom, 
ſtrength, or goodneſs, ſufficient to effect our own re- 
covery, how {trange that no approach was made to- 
wards it for four thouſand years! A full trial, ſurely, 
was allowed ; but during all that time the ignorance, 
degeneracy, and wickeducſs of the world ſeemed to in- 
creaſe. It appears, then, from undoubted fact, that, 
left to ourſelves, we ſhould never have obtained recon- 
ciliation with God, and that without Chriſt we are 
« ready to periſh,” O let us profit by this fad experi- 
ence, and learn to value our Saviour the more ! 

2, Thar a long ſeries of clear and circumſtantial 
prophecies might be delivered, and fulfilled in him. 
This was a wiſe and gracious appointment; for the 
Goſpel has thereby received an abundant ſtrength of 
evidence. It pleaſed God, in almoſt every age from the 
beginning, to raiſe up and inſpire faithful men, to pro- 
claim the coming of a Redeemer, and to deſcribe his 
character and office. Accordingly, they foretold, with 


* Rom. v. 6. Gal. iv. 4. 
D 3 


38 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


an aſtoniſhing exactneſs, his birth, life, and death, and 
the various incidents relating to them; and from their 
united teſtimony, compared with that of the Evange- 
liſts, we are furniſhed with inconteſtable arguments in 
ſupport of the truth. They “ ſpake, as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt,” and have left us no reaſon- 
able cauſe to doubt, that Jesus is the CHRIST. 8 
3. That preparations might be made by the divine 
Providence for his reception, and for the ready propa- 
gation of the Goſpel. The Lord God, in all his pre- 
ceding diſpenſations, had a regard to the intended in- 
carnation of the Saviour. All other circumſtances were 
appointed in ſubſerviency to that event, which exceeds, 
in magnitude and importance, every occurrence in the 
hiſtory of mankind. It is obvious to all, who examine 
the ſacred records, that this was the caſe throughout 
the whole economy of the Jews; and from the ſame 
authority we learn, that the ſtate of the heathen world, 
and all their great empires, were ſo ordered as to make 
way for © the Prince of peace .. One dominion gave 
place to another, by the wile and ſovereign diſpoſal of 
God, till, at the birth of our Lord, the Romans had ex- 
tended their power to every known part of the earth, 
and thus opened a communication for ſpreading the 
Goſpel amongſt the maſt diſtant nations. At that pe- 
riod, alſo, an univerſal tranquillity prevailed, which 
was moſt uncommon and almoſt unprecedented, em- 
blematical of that kingdom, then about to be eſtabliſhed, 
and intended to be the means of introducing it, Thus 
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every thing was accommodated to the purpoſe, when 
Jeſus, © the Deſire of all nations“, appeared. 

We ſhall ſoon have occaſion to remark, that the 
bleſſed inhabitants above were not unconcerned in this 
event. Angels deſcended to announce his coming; 
and a multitude of them, with their heavenly ſongs, 
declared and celebrated his nativity. John the Baptiſt, 
alſo, we have ſeen, his illuſtrious Harbinger, was ſent 
with an expreſs commiſſion to prepare his way, and to 
proclaim his dignity and grace. 

We need not add more. From the concurrence of 
theſe various circumſtances, we perceive ſome vaſt de- 
ſign to be in agitation, to which the attention both of 
heaven and earth is directed. : 

The ſubject before us will furniſh us with an intereſt- 
ing application to different characters. 

1. You, who love the Saviour, or who feel your 
need of him, draw near, that you may admire his ex- 
cellency and perfection. How great is his glory! How 
aſtoniſhing his condeſcenſion! How rich, and free, and 
extenſive is his mercy! How firm the Covenant, which 
he hath ſealed with his blood, and confirmed by his 
oath! Let us join our teſtimony, and ſay, that he is 
« full of grace and truth.“ Is there not enough in him, 
to difpel your fears, to encourage and enliven your 
hopes? And will not the belief of what he has done for 
you conſtrain you to devote yourſelves to him? You 
know him not, unleſs you feel an irreſiſtible force in 
this argument. Do you eſteem the world, then, poor 
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and worthleſs, in compariſon of Chriſt? O turn away 
your eyes from beliolding vanity! Come, and con- 
template his perfect beauty, till you can ſay, he is to 
me the chiefeſt among ten thouſand, and altogether 
lovely *.” 

2. You, who glory in yourſelves, and not in the Sa- 
viour, who depend not upan his merit but your own, 
conlider what you are doing. What a contempt do 
you ſhew for this divine perſon, and his gracious under- 
taking! You act, as if all this wondrous plan had been 


entirely needleſs. For if your moral qualities and 


works of righteouſneſs be ſufficient to recommend you 
to the favour of Heaven, then doubtleſs the incarna- 
tion, as well as the death of Chriſt, was vain. 
Then the counſels of God have been employed about 
a fruitleſs deſign; and his Providence has been con- 
triving and executing an abſurd, becauſe an uſeleſs, 
ſcheme. But this you would not aſſert. And, if. 
you allow the neceſſity of ſuch an interpoſition, how 
wretched, how deſperate muſt be your caſe, which 
required it! Let the conviction have its proper influ- 
ence! Under a ſenſe of your guilt, bow before the 
Redeemer, and implore the benefits of his ſalvation : 
ce Lord, fave us; we periſh !“ 

3. You, who are deſpiſers of Chriſt, or who diſ- 
regard, at leaſt, the important doctrine of his mani- 
feſtation in the fleſh, conſider the grounds of your 
objections or your inattention to it. We entreat your 


— Sol, Song. v. 10, 16. T Gal. ii. 21. 
1 Matt. viii. 25. 


ſerious 
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ſerious examination of theſe things; and aſk, why 
you ſhould turn away your ears from them. You 
are curious to hear what is uncommon and wonders 
ful; eager to read any eventful hiſtory of men and 
empires; and always at lcifure to liſten to the trifling 
news of the day. And is there nothing in this ſubject, 
which deſerves your notice? Or how can you acquit 
yourſelves of the moſt conſummate folly, if you are 
indifferent about it? | 

But your neglect of the Saviour ariſes not ſo much 
from weakneſs of underſtanding, as from a rooted de- 
pravity of heart. You know, that he is an enemy 
to your pride, ſenſuality, covetouſneſs, and reſent- 
ment; and therefore you wiſh not for any acquaint- 
ance with him. © You love darkneſs rather than 
light, becauſe your deeds are evil; neither will you come 
to the light, leſt your deeds ſhould be reproved “.“ 
Here, then, we fee the real cauſe of your infidelity : 
but is this, what you will juſt.fy ? 

We warn you, that theſe are not matters of a 
trifling nature, but of infinite moment. The Lord 
God hath ſpoken to you by his Son, —“ the bright- 
neſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of his per- 
ſon ;“ and he will be heard, or you ſhall anſwer it 
at your peril. He yet continues to addreſs you in 
terms of love and mercy : but if you reject or ſlight 
his offers, wo be unto you, that the Son of God 1s 
come. This aggravates your guilt, and renders your 
deſtruction certain and unſpeakably tremendous. ©« He 
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that believeth not is condemned already, becauſe he 
hath not believed in the name of the only-begotten Son 
of God “.“ | 
May we know the day of our viſitation; and, exulting 
in the glory and the grace of Jeſus, may we each of us 
cry out with a holy tranſport, © Behold, Go is my ſal- 
vation: I will truſt and not be afraid; for the Lox 
Inova is my ſtrength and my ſong : he alſo is be- 
come my ſalvation “D Amen. 


* John 111. 18. + Iſa. xii. 2. 
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SE CE Th y 


7 he humiliation and glory of Jeſus contraſted. I. His mi- 
raculous conception announced to the Virgin Mary, and 
to Joſeph. II. His nativity—at Bethlebem-—in a ſta- 
ble declared by an angel to ſhepherds —celebrated by 4 
multitude of the heavenly hoſt — inquired after and pub- 
liſhed by the ſhepherds, III. His childhood and educa- 
ton—circumciſion—preſentation in the temple—teſtimony 
of Simeon and Anna concerning bim — viſited by eaſtern 
Magi—preſerved in Egypt conducted io Nazaret 
diſtinguiſhed for his ſuperior wifdom— diſcourſed with the 
doltors in the temple—awelt in ſubjettion to his parents 
at Nazareth, 


IT was an aſtoniſhing event, that the glorious Per- 
ſonage, who is called “ the word of God,” © was 
made fleſh, and dwelt among us.” But our wonder is 
increaſed, when we conſider the circumſtances of his 
appearance and abode on the earth. They were ſuch 
as we ſhould have thought unſuitable to his dignity ; in- 
aſmuch as there was no diſplay of external ſplendour, 
which could excite the notice of the world. © He had 
no form nor comelineſs,” ſuch as men admire; and 

te there 
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te there was no beauty” in him, which would induce a 
carnal heart ** to defire him.” Had the whole contriv- 
ance of this amazing plan been left to us, we ſhould, 
probably, have ordered matters very differently, and 


have had, not a poor, deſpiſed, ſuffering Redeemer, but, 
what the Jews wiſhed for, a temporal Meſfiah, who 
ſhould poſſeſs ſupreme dominion, dazzle the eyes of 
every obſerver by his pomp and magmtficence, and 
conſtrain all the nations of the earth to bow with un- 
feigned ſubjection to him. It was otherwiſe appointed 
by the unerring wiſdom of God; and, fo far from being 
offended at the mean appearance of Jeſus, we ſhould 
contemplate with profound adoration its. gracious pur- 
poles. 

Yet it is faid, © we beheld his glory *.“ There re- 
ſided a glory in him, which his people diſcovered, and 
which ſometimes broke forth to the confuſion of his 
enemies; a glory far ſuperior to all the grandeur of 
conquerors and kings. Indeed, there was a wonderful 
contraſt in the various circumſtances, which attended 
the Saviour's abode on earth: for the moſt exalted dig- 
nity and the deepeft abaſcment were united in him. 
Such a Meſſiah the ancient prophecies deſcribe, and 
therefore ſuch an one the Jews ought to have expected. 
They might have learned, that “ the holy One of 
Iſrael,” and the afiited, ſuffering Meſſiah was the ſame 
Redcemer. May all our prejudices againſt hun be re- 


moved; and, while we hear of his coming in the fleſh, 


may we be diſpoſed to receive him into our hearts, 


John i. 14. 4 
an 
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and with loud hoſannas welcome his approach, crying, 
ce gleſſed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
Hoſanna in the higheſt!“ We conſider, for the pre- 
ſent, | | { 352] 

I. His miraculous conception, This, as well as 
ſome other incidents preceding his nativity, demands 
our regard. We have already ſeen, that the providence 
of God had made great preparations for him, and that 
the various predictions of the inſpired writers had raiſed 
among the Jews a general expectation of a glorious 
Deliverer. Thoſe, who ſtudied the ſacred oracles, and 

carefully obſerved the ſtate of their nation, could not 
but perceive, that the exact periad marked out both by 
Jacob and Daniel for the appearance of Son, Mxs- 
stau, THE PRINCE, muſt be near at hand *. They 
were, therefore, © looking for redemption in Iſrael,“ 
and at laſt they obtained the object of their hope. At 
the appointed ſcaſon, © in the fulneſs of time,” the Sa- 
viour was announced. 

But who was the favoured inſtrument of bringing him 
into the world? It had been declared, that he was to be 
ce the Son of David according to the fleſh,” and there- 
fore that he ſhould be born of ſome deſcendant of that 
king of Iſrael. But he was likewiſe to be the Son of 
God ; for he muſt be © holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſepa- 
rate from ſinners F:“ and, that the corruption of our 
fallen nature might nat be communicated to him, he 
muſt be conceived, and his body produced, in a very 


different way from ny other man. It was accordingly 
j 
* Gen, xlix. 10. Dan. ix. 25. + Heb. vii. 26. 


provided 
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provided in the divine counſels, and foretold by the 
prophet Iſaiah, that “a Virzein ſhould conceive and 
bear a ſon, and ſhould call his name IuuANUEL “.“ 

Let Infidels cavil as they pleaſe, and ſtrain their in- 
genuity to invent objections to this ſcheme; and repre- 
ſent the whole as abſurd and impoſſible, we will ſtill 
admire the power and wiſdom of God in it, and main- 
tain, that He, who originally © formed man of the duſt 
of the ground,” could by this, or any other expedient . 
which he ſhould chooſe, prepare a ſpotleſs body for the 
reſidence of his own Son. 

A pious female of the houſe and lineage of David, 
eſpouſed, but not then joined in marriage, to Joſeph a 
deſcendant of the ſame family, Mary the bleſſed virgin, 
Vas appointed to be the mother of the Saviour: an ho- 
nour, which many holy women in Iſrael had aſpired to, 
for ages before F, Both ſhe and her expected huſband 
were placed in a mean ſituation ; but they poſſeſſed a 
peculiar excellency of character, and obtained the no- 
tice of heaven. The Lord paſſed by the mighty, the 
noble, and the learned of the earth, and poured con- 
tempt upon all worldly pageantry, when he ſubmitted 
to appear in the loweſt rank, and to be born of ſo poor 
and obſcure a perſon. * Yet, even upon that occaſion, 
his dignity and glory were diſplayed. One of the high- 
eſt order of the celeſtial ſpirits, Gabriel, was commiſ- 
ſioned to inform the pious Virgin of the counſels of 
God concerning her, and to declare the name and the 
office of that illuſtrious offspring, which ſhe was to pro- 


* Ifa. vii. 14. + Luke i. 26— 56. 


duce 
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duce by a miraculous conception through the energy of 
the Holy Ghoſt, © Behold,” faid he, thou ſhalt con- 
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a Son, and ſhalt call 
his name Jesus. He ſhall be great, and ſhall be called 
the Son of the Higheſt; and the Lord God ſhall give 
unto him the throne of his father David : and He ſhall 
reign over the houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his king- 
dom there ſhall be no end.“ 

Intelligence of this ſupernatural effect, which immedi- 
ately took place, was not long afterwards given by a 
heavenly meſſenger to Joſeph the betrothed huſband of 
Mary *. He had perceived her pregnancy, and, not 
knowing the cauſe, could not but ſuſpect her integrity, 
and therefore wiſhed to break off his engagements with 
her. To relieve him from his anxiety, the angel ex- 
plained her real ſituation, encouraged him to receive 
her as his wife, and directed him to call the child, whom 
ſhe ſhould bear, by the ſignificant name of Ixsus, de- 
noting his office as the Saviour, and the deliverance 
from ſin, which he accompliſhes for his people. Thus 
Joſeph became his reputed father ; for, agreeably to 
the divine mandate, he took unto him Mary his 
wife.” But the conception was immaculate ; as © he. 
knew her not till ſhe had brought forth her firſt-born 
Son.“ 

Here, then, we contemplate the Son of God, 
* made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law .“ This is © the Seed 
of the woman,” who was appointed to bruiſe the ſer- 


Matt. i. 18—25, + Gal. iv. 4, 5. 
pent's 
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pent's head.“ This is © the Seed of Abraham,” 
in whom it is promiſed, that © all the nations of the 
earth ſhall be bleſſed f.“ This is that illuſtrious pro- 
geny of David, of whom it was declared, that “ the 
throne of his kingdom ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever .“ 
Peculiar care 1s taken by the Evangeliſts, to prove, 
that in this, as well as every other reſpect, he fulfilled 
the ancient predictions. | Accordingly, Saint Matthew 
records his genealogy from David and from Abraham, 
by the ſide of Joſeph his reputed father; and Saint 


Luke traces his origin not only from David, but from 


Adam, in the line of Mary his real mother $. 

Are we ſuitably affected by the myſterious truth, which 
we maintain, that Tefus, who was the Lord of David, 
became his Son}? The conception of the Saviour 
was the molt aſtoniſhing event, which had ever been 
known upon the earth before. The firſt formation of 
the world may juſtly excite our wonder: but that is 
really nothing in compariſon of the incarnation, when 
the Creator ſtooped to be a creature. What power, 
what condeſcenſion, what grace are diſplayed in it! It 
ſhould not be forgotten, that it was “ for us men and 
for our ſalvation, He, by whom all things were made, 
came down from Heaven, , and was incarnate by the 
Holy ' Ghoſt, of the Viigin Mary, and was made 


* Gen. iii. 15. + Gen. xxii. 18. f 2 Sam. vil. 12. 
The accounts of the two Evangeliſts are thus cafily reconcil- 
ed, by allowing, that Joſeph, whom St. Luke calls “ the ſon of 
Heli,“ was his adopted ſon, or ſon-in-law, by marrying his daugh- 
ter Vary. 
[| Matt. xxii. 45. 


man ”, 
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man .' Let us ſtudy the ſubject, not with the cold 
indifference of curioſity or ſpeculation; but with hum 
ble and devout affections, till we feel the fire of divine 
love burning within us; and conſtraining us to ſing aloud 
with Mary; * My foul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
ſpirit hath rejoiced in God my SAVIOUR T.“ We pro- 
ceed to conſider 
II. His nativity: All things, it ſhould ſeem, were 
in a ſtate of readineſs and preparation for his introduc= 
tion into the world, excepting one circumſtance; An 
ancient prophecy had determined, that the Meffiah 
ſhould be born in Bethlehem; and Mary dwelt at 
Nazareth, which was at no ſmall diſtance f. How, 
then, ſhall that ſcripture be fulfilled ? The providence 
of God can eaſily remove the greateſt apparent difficul- 
ties, and, in a myſterious way; make all creatures ſub- 
ſervient to his own purpoſes: We do not obſerve, 
that Mary contrived of wiſhed to change her reſidence 
with a view to the prediction; for, probably that was 


: not attended to at the time. But the mind of a hea- 
£2 then prince, though he acted only from political mo- 
; tives, was influenced to accompliſn this event. The 
4 Roman Emperor Auguſtus became the inſtrument of 
performing the divine counſels l. For, in conſequence 
> of a general enrolment of all the inhabitahts of Judea, 

which he had commanded, they were obliged to repair 
1 to the place, where the original inheritance of their 
h- »Nicene Creed. n + Lake i. 46, 47. 


+ Mic. v. 2. Mat. ii. 5. John vii. 42. {| Luke ii. 1, &c. 
Is & Vol. III. E | families 
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families lay. Joſeph and Mary, then, in obedience to 
the edict, went to Bethlehem, the city of David, as be- 
ing his deſcendants, where their names were to be re- 
giſtered : and, during their continuance in that town, 
for ſo it had been ordered by the appointment of Hea- 
ven, the proper ſeaſon of her delivery came. 

But what do we behold? The Redeemer of the world 
deſtitute of an accommodation upon his firſt entrance 
into it! We might have ſuppoſed, that the palaces of 
kings would have thrown wide their gates to admit the 
illuſtrious Vifitant. But he ſought not the notice of 
courts ; and he obtained not a favourable reception even 
at an inn. For ſuch was the low condition of his holy 
mother, that ſhe was obliged to abide in a ſtable during 
the very pangs of childbirth, and to lay the Firſt-born 


of the whole creation in a manger. 


Let not, then, the followers of the Lamb be anxious 
about their preſent circumſtances, conſidering the mean 
and ignoble ſtate in which their Lord appeared. It is 
probable, that the pooreſt of them meet with better ac- 
commodations than he did. Yet do we not diſcover 
in ſome an eagerneſs, which is unſuitable to their charac- 
ter, to procure the pomps and vanities of the world; 
and in others, a peeviſh diſcontent becauſe they cannot 
obtain them ? Surely you are not conformed to Jeſus 
Chriſt, if his birth has not taught you to look with in- 
difference on the ſplendour of the great, and to be ſa- 
tisfied with the loweſt ſituation. Do * ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though he was 
rich, yet for your ſakes he became poor, that ye through | 
4 
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his poverty might be rich *?” "You muſt learn from 
this example to reſtrain your deſires, and to © be con- 
tent with ſuch things as ye have f.“ | 

Kings and princes of the world knew nothing of 
that illuſtrious Perſonage, who then condeſcended to 
be an inhabitant of the earth: but the bleſſed fpirits 
above contemplated the event with aſtoniſhment, and 
came down, as his attendants, to celebrate his nativity 
with their rapturous ſongs. They diſcovered a gene- 
rous and diſintereſted joy on our account, while they 

exulted in the appearance of the Redeemer, and recom- 
mended him to our regard. We can form no concep- 
tions of their feelings on that occaſion, when they per- 
ceived him, the object of their worſhip, in the form of 
an helpleſs infant, and as an outcaſt from men, whom 
he was about to ſave. One of this celeſtial order was 
commiſſioned to proclaim his birth, as © good tidings 
of great joy, which ſhould be to all people,“ and to de- 
clare his high character, as © the Saviour, who is Chriſt 
the Lord.” But to whom was the information given? 
Not to the great Emperor of the world, nor to any of 
his nobles, but to a company of poor ſhepherds, who 
« abode in the field, keeping watch over their flocks 
by night. An intimation this, that a proper atten- 
tion to temporal concerns will not unfit us for the re- 
ception of divine knowledge, and that, in a faithful diſ- 
charge of the duties of our ſtation, we have moſt reaſon 
to expect the gracious communications of God to our 
ſouls, | 8 4 
®* 2 Cor, viii. 9. + Heb. xiii. 5. 
888 E 2 Nor 
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Nor was there one Angel only employed on the oc- 
caſion; for immediately “ a multitude of the heavenly 
hoſt” brake forth into a chorus of praiſe, exulting in 
the reſtoration of our fallen race, and admiring the per- 

fections of Jehovah as exhibited therein; “ Glory to 
God in the higheſt, and on earth peace, good will to- 
wards men.“ They needed not the grace which 
ee came by Jeſus Chriſt,” but they have taught us to 
join in ſongs of grateful adoration, for the ſalvation 
which is brought unto us. Have we adopted their an- 
them? Do we magnify and exalt the name of our God, 
while we ſee the various attributes of his nature diſ- 
played and harmonized in the wondrous plan of redemp- 
tion? We, ſurely, have abundant cauſe to cry aloud, 
« Glory to God in the higheſt;“ becauſe “ peace” 
with all its attendant bleſſings may now be eſtabliſhed 
« on earth,” inaſmuch as He, whom we have provoked, 
has declared © good will towards men.” Thoſe only 
will refuſe to ſing, who deſpiſe and 8 2 the offer of 
reconciliation. with Heaven. 

What effect, then, ſhould theſe good tidings of 
great joy” produce in your minds? How did the ſhep- 
herds receive them? They delayed not to inquire after 
the new-born Saviour ; they went with haſte to Bethle- | 
hem, where they found the report concerning him to be 7 
true. The information, alſo, which had aſtoniſhed 
them, they communicated to others, and gave praiſe 
to the God of Iſrael, who had manifeſted to them ſuch 2 
peculiar mercy. And ſhall not you, who hear fo fre- 
quently of the coming of Jeſus Chriſt, deſire to know 

him? Will you refuſe to give an immediate attention 
tg 
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to the meſſage of the Goſpel ? What is there of equal 
importance? Will you not examine, at leaſt, the intelli- 
gence which is brought you? The facts are ſo well 
authenticated, that they will bear the moſt exact ſcru- 
tiny. | 
If, like the ſhepherds, you are convinced of the truth 
of the report, you will alſo direct the notice of others 
to this wonderful event. You will take up your 
words and ſay, © We have ſeen, and do teſtify, that the 
Father hath ſent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world *. You will bear witneſs of his worth and ex- 
cellence to all around you, and call upon them to ad- 
mire and praiſe him, who in your view “ is altogether 
lovely.” And whether they regard your teſtimony or 
no, you will adore. the divine goodneſs in having © laid 
help for you upon One that is mighty,” and bleſs the 
God of all grace, who in remembrance of his Covenant 
hath brought redemption to his people. If you wiſh to 
conceal your religion, we may preſume that you conſider 
it as an inſignificant and uſeleſs thing, and therefore that 
you are ſtrangers to the real character of Chriſt. A 
ſpiritual manifeſtation of his glory would excite in you 
the moſt ardent affections of gratitude, love, and zeal, 
diſpoſe you to recommend him to others, and conſtrain 
you to © magnify the God of Iſrael.” 

In purſuing the hiſtory of Jeſus, we conſider _ 

III. His childhood and education. We are loſt in 
aſtoniſhment, while we contemplate Him, who is © the 
Lord from heaven,” in all the weakneſs of infancy, 


* 1 John 15. 14. | 


1 requiring 
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requiring a mother's watchful care, and carried in a 
nurſe's arms. He paſſed through the various ſtages of 
human life, and experienced every infirmity, to which 
we are ſubject, ſin only excepted. | 

As he was © made of a woman,” that he might be 
obedient to the law *, he ſubmitted to all the Moſaic 
rites, and accordingly was circumciſed on the eighth 
day. At the appointed time, alſo, he was preſented to 
the Lord by his parents in the temple at Jeruſalem, and 
even redeemed, as the divine precept required f. He 
came * to fulfil all righteouſneſs;“ and has taught us, 
by his example, not to deſpiſe or neglect the ordinances 
of God, though, as external obſeryances, they may ſeem 
pyprofitable and vain. 

We have remarked, that the blefſed Angels joined 
in concert to celebrate his nativity : and now we ſhall 
perceive, that there were not wanting choſen witneſſes 
among the inhabitants of the earth, whoſe voice ſhould 
more publicly and more widely proclaim the conſecrated 
infant, When, therefore, he was preſented to God ac- 
cording to thoſe ancient prophecies, © The defire of all 
nations ſha]] come, and I will fill this houſe with glory;” 
and © The Lord, whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come 
to his temple ; Simeon, an aged ſaint, who © waited 
for the conſolation of Iſrael,“ through the immediate 
influence of the Spirit attended at the ſolemnity, and 
made known the event. He embraced the holy infant 
in his arms, and cried out, with the moſt devout and 


Gal, iv, 4. f Exod. xiii. 2, Num. viii. 16, 17. xviii. 15, 16. 
4 Hag. ii. 7. Mal. iii. 1. 
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lively ſentiments of faith, love, and joy, © Lord, now - 
letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, according to 
thy word; for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation.“ He 
foretold alſo the different effects of his appearance, ob- 
ſerving, that it would excite general oppoſition, and, 
though to ſome it would be the means of a happy re- 
ſtoration, would bring upon many final and aggravated 
ruin. Another perſon, likewiſe, a pious female, far 
advanced in years, confirmed the teſtimony. © One 
Anna, a propheteſs, coming in that inſtant, gave thanks 
unto the Lord, and ſpake of him to all them that looked 
for redemption in Jeruſalem.” 

How much may we learn from this account! 15 k 
not as neceſſary for us, as for the ancient Jews, to 
look for redemption? And ſhall we not feel and expreſs 
the moſt ardent gratitude and joy for the revelation of 
the Meſſiah ? Though we are not favoured with a ſight 
of his bodily preſence, yet, if by faith we behold his 
glory, we alſo ſhall ſmile at the proſpect of death, and 
be ſatisfied to cloſe our eyes upon every earthly object. 
But, alas! is not Jeſus, according to the prediction, “ a 
ſign,” which is every where © ſpoken againſt?” To 
how many is he © a ſtone of ſtumbling and rock of of- 
fence!” Even to this day, by the preaching of his Goſ- 
pel, *© the thoughts of many hearts are revealed; for 
therein he affords a teſt or trial of men's characters and 
diſpoſitions. The humble penitent is comforted by the 
declarations of his abundant grace; the ſenſualiſt diſ- 
covers his own vile affections, while he determines that 
he will not follow Chriſt ; and the Phariſee betrays his 

E * 
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pride and hypocriſy, in refuſing © to Amit 0. ry 
righteouſneſs of God.“ 

A further honour awaited the 8 3 his 
glory was diſplayed in diſtant lands. A new and 
miraculous ſtar was lighted up in the heavens; and 
we may be allowed to conſider it as an intimation, 
that © the ſtar of Jacob” was then riſing upon this 
dark world. Some pious ſages! in a remote eaſtern coun- 
try obſerved it, and by revelation, as it is reaſpnable to 
believe, underſtood the ſignal “. Immediately they 
took their journey with great pains and expenſe to 
themſelves, to inquire for and to worſhip this illuſtrious 
Perſonage, who was born to reign over the Jews. They 
were conducted by the guidance of the ſtar, firſt to 
Jeruſalem, and then to the yery houſe at Bethlehem, 


where the young child was. There they fell down be- 


fore him in profound adoration, and preſented him with 
various oblations of gold, frankincenſe, and myrrh. 
When, by the divine direction, they had returned to their 
own land, doubtleſs they publiſhed the advent of the Sa- 
vior, according to the information they had received, and 
prepared the way for the reception of the Goſpel amongſt 
their countrymen. Theſe venerable ſages, then, were 
as the firſt fruits of the Gentiles, and a token of the fu- 
ture enlargement of the Church by the acceſſion of dis- 
tant nations, who ſhould © ſoon ſtretch out their hands 
unto God f.“ Thus it had been predicted, The 
forces of the Gentiles ſhall come unto thee : the multi- 
rude of camels ſhall cover thee, the dromedaries of 


Matt. N. 1, &c. + Pfal, Ini. 31. 
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Midian and Ephah : all they from Sheba ſhall come: 
they ſhall bring gold and incenſe; and _ ſhall mow 
forth the praiſes of the Lord *.“ | 

Their conduct will reprove our negleR and con- 
cempt of Chriſt, His manifeſtation in the fleſh is de- 
clared among us, if not by a ſtar in the heavens, yet 
by many credible witneſſes; but how few inquire after 
him! How few are willing to forego their eaſe and in- 
rereſt ; how few, who would not grudge the pains and 
expenſe of theſe wiſe men, to attain the knowledge of 
falvation! Why are we not, like them, worſhipping at 
the feet of Jeſus ? Why do we not offer to him, out of 
our treaſures, ſome mark of adoration and gratitude? 
Why are not all our talents, and all our faculties of body 
and foul, devoted to him? For, as he requires, ſo he 
is worthy to receive, this ſervice at our hands 

But, though ſuch honours were done to Jeſus in his 
very infancy, a violent perſecution aroſe againſt him, 
and his life was preſerved only through the divine in- 
terpoſition. The cruel tyrant Herod, alarmed by the 
account of the Magi, as if the new born king for whom 
they inquired were to poſſeſs temporal dominion, came 
to the horrid reſolution of deſtroying him. Art firſt he 
pretended veneration, and a deſire to worſhip him, with 
a view to accompliſh his murderous defigns. But the 
Lord God, who knew the hypocriſy of his heart, de- 
feated his intention, by preventing the wife men from 
carrying him any intelligence. Unwilling to relinquiſh 
his purpoſe, and enraged by the diſappointment, with 


* Iſa. Ix. 55 6. 
great 


TEETER TD 
Miihe 


— — 


= — == 
— —— — . — 
— — — 
— — — — — 

— — E 

— — = — 

—— 
= — Sonata 


58 sScRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 

great barbarity he commanded all the young children 
throughout the neighbourhood of Bethlehem to be put 
to death. Still Jeſus was ſecure, under an invincible 
defence; nor was it poſſible that the end of his appear- 


ing ſhould be fruſtrated. The Lord directed Joſeph 
to ſeek a retreat in Egypt, and there the holy n | 


abode till the death of the tyrant. 

Why do we © fear the fury of the pips ? For 
« where is the fury of the oppreſſor? How vain and 
fooliſh the projects of the wiſeſt politicians ; how weak 
the efforts of the moſt powerful monarchs, againſt God! 
He will defend his Church, and provide a ſure refuge 
for his children in times of danger. Egypt itſelf, 
which had formerly been the ſeat of violent perſecu- 


tion, ſhall, whenever he pleaſes, afford ROI and 


ſecurity to his people. 

So early did the ſufferings of Jeſus « commence; and, 
through his whole life, he was © a man of ſorrows, and 
acquainted with grief.” As he advanced in age and 
ſtature, he diſcovered marks of extraordinary abilities; 
being © ſtrong in ſpirit, filled with wiſdom,” and endued 


with © the grace of God” in an eminent degree. We 


apprehend, that his uncommon fervour, knowledge, and 


piety, even in his childhood, excited the admiration of 
the neighbourhood where he dwelt. We have but little 


information concerning that period, but the few circum- 
ſtances, which are recorded, muſt not be difregarded. 
When he was twelve years old (and therefore ac- 
cording to the Jewiſh cuſtom was made ſubject to the 
law), he went up to the temple with his pious parents 


to celebrate the paſſover; and upon that occaſion he 
ſhewed 


af 
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 fhewed the (moſt zealous attachment to the houſe and 


ſervice of God. His parents and relations were re- 
turning home, while, unknown to them, he ſtill remain- 
ed at Jeruſalem, After a painful ſearch, they found him 
on the third day amongſt the public teachers of religion, 
liſtening to their inſtructions, requeſting anſwers to his 
inquiries, and by his profound underſtanding in divine 
things excited the aſtoniſhment of all who were preſent. 
When his mother had expreſſed her wonder at his con- 
duct, as having occaſioned them many anxious fears, 
he replied, with a zeal far beyond his years, © Wiſt ye 
not, that I muſt be about my Farher's buſineſs? Yer 
he did not renounce his obedience to Joſeph and Mary, 
or deſpiſe them on account of his own ſuperior rank 
or abilities; but, with all filial regard and ſubmiſſion to 
their authority, he went down to dwell with them at 
Nazareth.. There alfo he continued to exhibit, with 
his inggeafing age and ſtature, an increaſing meaſure of 
wiſdom and excellency of character; for his human 
nature received gradual communications from the ful- 
neſs of the Godhead. 

Here, then, we have an example, which may be pro- 
poſed to all; the example of a child, which may reprove 
and ſhame the moſt advanced in life. It more eſpeci- 
ally, however, demands the attention of young perſons ; 
therefore we call upon ſuch to contemplate the amiable 
and holy conduct of Jeſus at that early period. Do 
not the ſame diſpoſitions, which he poſſeſſed, become 
you alſo? And do you, who are only twelve years old, 
acknowledge your obligations to worſhip God and fre- 
quent his ordinances ? Is the houſe and ſervice of God 

your 


60 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 
your delight? . Jeſus undertook a long journey, and, 
after he had ſpent many days together in waiting upon 
God, ſeemed unwilling to leave the facred courts. But 
do not you think the leaſt trouble, for any religious 
purpoſes, more than enough ; and the ſhorteſt time too 
long? Have you not ſaid, What a wearineſs is it? 
When will the Sabbath be gone ?” Are the grand ſub- 
jects of divine revelation your ſtudy, or the matter of 
your humble and diligent inquiry ? Do you liſten with 
eagerneſs to the inſtructions of your teachers; and 
would you gladly embrace an opportunity of converſing 
with them for your own edification ? Have you conſi- 
dered, that you alſo, as well as Jeſus, ſhould © be about 
your Father's buſineſs?” Or are you conſulting His 
will, and ſeeking His glory? Ah! how different are 
the greater part of our young people! What ignorance 
and contempt of God, what a profane neglect of his 
houſe, his word, and miniſters, do we diſcover in them! 
If the ordinances of religion be deſpiſed, we need not 
wonder that domeſtic duties are diſregarded. If you 
feel no reyerance towards God, it 1s not probable that 
you will honour your father and your mother. And is 
not your deportment in the family very oppoſite to that 
of Jeſus? He might have commanded more than twelve 
legions of Angels to attend and obey him; yet he ſub- 
mutted to his poor parents, content to live with them 
in their ſtate of meanneſs and indigence, and, probably, 
to labour alſo in the common occupation of a carpen- 
ter for his ſupport. But have we not occaſion to la- 
ment in you an obſtinacy of ſpirit, a contempt of au- 
thority, a ſupercilious behayiour, and an averſion to all 
habits 
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habits of induſtry? You increaſe in age and ſtature 
but do you at the ſame time advance, as Jeſus did, in 
every thing excellent and lovely? Such an improve- 
ment, it muſt be allowed, would be the ſource of hap- 
pineſs to yourſelves, as well as comfort to your parents, 
and would render you a bleſſing to ſociety, and an orna- 
ment to the profeſſion of the Goſpel. Study, then, the 
example of Chriſt, till by the grace of God you admire 
and reſemble Him. He, who has exhibited himſelf as 
the pattern of all holineſs, will ſtrengthen you by his 
Spirit to follow his ſteps; and if, in this world, you 
walk as, he walked,” you ſhall hereafter ſee him in 
bis glory, and reign with him for ever, 
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JESUS CHRIST. 


SECT. 3. 


Jeſus dwelt in obſcurity till his thirtieth year, when he en- 
tered on his miniſtry—prepared for it, I. by his baptiſm, 
II. by bis fafting, III. by bis temptation, in which he 
was urged, 1. to diſtruſt, 2. to * eſumption, 3. to am- 
bition. 


Wuirx every trifling anecdote of the celebrated cha- 
racters of antiquity is eagerly explored, little inquiry is 
made concerning the greateſt character, ever exhibited 
in the world. We might ſuppoſe, that curioſity 1t- 
felf would prompt men to ſtudy the hiſtory of Jeſus; 
though that be not a proper diſpoſition of mind for the 
contemplation of ſuch a ſubject, nor would our vain 
curioſity be ſatisfied. The holy ſcriptures are not 
adapted to gratify our ſubtle ſpeculations, or to anſwer 
the various queſtions, which we might be inclined to 
propoſe. | 

We might wiſh to know many of the private cir- 
cumſtances and juvenile tranſactions of the Saviour, 
concerning which we have little or no information. 
Nothing is told us of that very large proportion of his 
life which elapſed * his twelfth and his thirtieth 

year; 


JESUS CHRIST. 63 


year; except, in general, that he was ſubject to his pa- 
rents, that, as his ſtature advanced, he increaſed in grace 


and wiſdom, and gave early ſigns of uncommon excel 


lence. Vet during all that period he was hid in ob- 
ſcurity, and removed from the notice of the world: 
for he dwelt at Nazareth, a town ſo mean and ſo pecu- 
liarly infamous, that the queſtion was aſked in a prover- 
dial manner, Can any good thing come out of Naza- 
reth * ??? There he paſſed for the ſon of a carpenter, 
and probably laboured at the ſame low trade with Jo- 
ſeph his reputed father; for he himſelf was called © the: 
carpenter r.“ 

Joſeph and Mary, together with ſome others, could 
not but remember the fignal teſtimonies, which had: 
been delivered concerning him; and, from a view of 
his whole ſpirit and deportment, they muſt have formed 
the higheſt expectations. But ſtill he was not generally 


known or regarded : no public diſplay of his glory had 


been made, and even many of his relations were diſ- 


poſed to revile him . 


What amazing condeſcenſion is this ! He ſubmitted 
for a long ſeaſon to a ſtate of poverty, contempt, and 
labour. He appeared to be of little benefit to the world, 
till near thirty years of his life were expired, till but 
three or four remained for the performance of the er- 
rand, on which he was ſent. Shall any of us, then, 
complain, that we are placed in a low condition, and 
appointed to a hard and ſervile employment amongſt 


* John i. 46. + Mark vi. z. 1 John vii. 5. 
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thoſe who deſpiſe and deride us; and therefore, that 
our ſphere of uſefulneſs is very contracted? While 
we behold Jeſus in © the form of a ſervant,” let us be 
fatisfied with our lot ; rather, let us be aſhamed of har- 
bouring a murmuring thought. | 
The example of our Lord is a leſſon to thoſe, who 
are aſpiring to a public ſtation in the Church, and pre- 
paring for the work of the miniſtry, not to puſh them- 
ſelves forward to that holy function, or conclude that 
their whole life is loſt, becauſe they are not called forth 
to it ſo ſoon as they might wiſh, They may be in 
danger of being hurried away by an impetuous and in- 
temperate zeal, though actuated, in the main, by the 
pureſt motives both towards God and man. The ad- 
vice to ſuch perſons is, Wait till the proper ſeaſon ; 


attend to, and faithfully diſcharge, your preſent duty; 


and, while you aim at a more enlarged ſphere of action, 
ſeek for all ſuitable qualifications, and reſign yourfelves 
to the divine diſpoſal. 


Jeſus began his miniſtry, as it is probable that John 


the Baptift did, at the uſual age, when the Jewiſh 
prieſts entered on their office. That time being ar- 
rived, he did not, through indolence or cowardice, de- 
eline the taſk aſſigned: him, but ſet himſelf with vi- 
gour to execute his work: © Lo,” faid he, „I come 
to do thy will, O God.“ May we alfo learn with 
readineſs to obey our Father's call; that no ſelfiſly 
regards may keep us back from the ſervice ' appointed 
us ! | | 


* Heb. x. 7. 
Before 
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Before we contemplate our Lord in his public cha- 
racer, we ſhall conſider his preparations for it in three 
remarkable circumſtances, his baptiſm, faſting, and 
temptation ; the importance of which is very properly 
intimated to us, in that prayer of our church, By thy 
baptiſm, faſting, and temptation, Good Lord, deliver 
uu 

I. His baptiſm. It may ſurpriſe us, that the holy 
Jeſus ſhould ſubmit to this ordinance, which he could 
not uſe as a ſacrament of repentance, or as © the laver 
of regeneration;” (and it may be urged as an argument, 
that even thoſe may be admitted to the rite, in whom 
the whole intention of it cannot be anſwered.) But he 
thereby deſigned to dedicate himſelf moſt ſolemnly to 
the ſervice of God; to put an honour upon the miniſ- 
tration of John; and to leave his diſciples an example 
of that obedience, which he meant to require to his own 
future inſtitution. By the teſtimonies, alſo, which he 
was then to receive from the Baptiſt himſelf, and im- 
mediately afcerwards from God the Father by an audible 
voice from heaven, he has furniſhed us with an unqueſ- 
tionable evidence of the truth and importance of his 
miſſion. 


Accordingts Amongſt the great multitudes, who re- 
be., A. D... ſorted to John, Jeſus himſelf came from 

Nazareth to the banks of the river Jordan 
to be baptized of him f. The Baptiſt would gladly have 


declined the office, from a ſenſe of his own extreme 


* Litany. 
+ Matt. ni. 13—17, Mark i. g—11. Luke iii. 21—23, 


S Vol. III. F unworthinels, 
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unworthineſs, and of the exalted character and dignity 
of Jeſus. I have need,” ſaid he, © to be baptized of 
thee; and comeſt thou to me?“ But our Lord over- 
ruled the objection, obſerving, that being made ſub- 
ject to the law, as the Mediator between God and man, 
he muſt be conformed to every divine appointment: 
ec Suffer it to be ſo now: for thus it becometh us to ful- 
fil all righteouſneſs. Then he ſuffered him.” 

Are we not alſo under indiſpenſable obligations to 
ſubmit to every ordinance of God ? And are we pay- 
ing that regard which is due to all the inſtitutions of 
our holy religion? Ah! what neglect and contempt of 
the moſt expreſs and ſolemn injunftions! What a ſpirit 
of profaneneſs, and licentiouſneſs of manners prevail! 


How different the generality of profeſſing Chriſtians 


from him, whoſe name they bear! He, though Lord 
of all, learned obedience as a ſervant : and if he thought 
it incumbent upon himfelf, © to fulfil all righteouſneſs,” 
what exemption ſhall we plead ? 

You allow, perhaps, the adminiſtration of baptiſm, 


if not that of John (which is not contended for), yet 


that of Chriſt, which is deſigned to be a ſtanding or- 
dinance in the Church, to the end of time. But do 
you conſider, that you have need to be baptized, not 
with the mere element of water only, but with the 
Holy Ghoſt ; with © the waſhing of regeneration,” 
that © ſprinkling of clean water,” by which God © will 
_ cleanſe you from all your filthineſs ?*” We enter not 
here into the controverſy, which has been ſo warmly 
maintained on both ſides, as to prove an unprofitable 
and hurtful diſputation, concerning the proper mode 

| | | and 


\P CY * * 4 


— 


JESUS CHRIST. 65 


and ſubjects of Chriſtian baptiſm. But we addreſs you, 
as having been, by this ſolemnity, devoted to the ſer- 
vice of Chriſt: and we call upon you to remember the 
obligations, which it has laid you under. By this ſa- 
crament you are joined to the armies of the faithful, 
and are bound “ to fight manfully under the banner 
of Chriſt againſt ſin, the world, and the devil, and to 
continue Chriſt's faithful ſoldier and ſervant unto your 
life's end *,” The vows of the Lord, then, are upon 
you. And have you not perfidiouſly violated theſe 
engagements? You ſhould be reminded, that the ex- 
ternal rite of baptiſm, though ever ſo ſcripturally ad- 
miniſtered, will avail. you nothing, if you are not 
« waſhed from your filthineſs,” and have not now 
ce the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God F.” 
We behold a peculiar honour put upon Jeſus, at 
the concluſion of the ordinance. © The ſolemnity was 
cloſed, but he remained in prayer; and immediately, 
while he looked up, the heavens were opened over his 
head, and the Spirit viſibly deſcended upon him, re- 
ſembling a dove, perhaps in ſhape, as well as in its 
hovering motion. This was like an inauguration of 


the Saviour, when he was about to enter on his public 


work, and an intimation, that, as © the anointed of 
God,” he received the moſt extraordinary influences 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Nor was this all: he obtained a 
ſtill more glorious ceſtimony, for © Lo! a voice from 
heaven, ſaving, This is my beloved Son, in whom I 


am well pleaſed.” 


* Office of Baptiſm, F 1 Pet. iii. 21. 
F 2 This 
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This was a memorable tranſaction indeed; whether 


we conſider it as deſigned for the encouragement of our 
Lord himſelf, then undertaking his arduous office, or 


for the conviction of others, that they might be diſpoſed 


to regard him as the true Meſſiah, to reverence him 
as © the only begotten of the Father, and to rejoice 
in his mediation, as perfectly according with the divine 
will. The three perſons of the Godhead were here 
exhibited, and their entire agreement in the plan of ſal- 
vation was publicly declared. The Son appeared in 
human fleſh ; the Spirit reſted like a dove upon him; 
and the Father, though he aſlumed not any bodily 
ſhape, ſpake with an audible voice, proclaiming his 
concurrence with the Redeemer, and approbation of 
his work of love. | 

If we, alſo, be ſolicitous to obtain for 3 a 
teſtimony of the favour of Heaven, let us learn from 
our Lord to expect it in anſwer to fervent prayer. 
And we may be the more emboldened to preſent our 
ſupplications in the name of Jeſus, ſince, as we have 
ſeen, he is conſecrated to and accepted in his media- 
torial office. The reſidue of the Spirit is with him: 
for © he has received gifts for men.“ We may rejoice 
and triumph, that the Father 1s well pleaſed in him, as 
our Surety and our Advocate, But are we likewiſe, as 
we ought to be, well pleaſed with him? Are we not 
backward even to credit his declarations, though con- 
firmed by ſuch a fulneſs of evidence, and unwilling to 
acquieſce in his gracious purpoſcs for our ſalvation? 


Why do we not fee] the molt ardeat aftection towards 
him, 
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him, and ſay, This is my beloved, and this is my 
friend * ?? Can we conſider the work of mercy, which 
he came to perform, the rich benefits, which he beſtows, 
the excellency and perfection of his perſon and charac- 
ter; and then ſay, There is no beauty, that we ſhould 
deſire him +?” This contemptuous diſregard and re- 
jection of him would betray an extreme baſeneſs of diſ- 
poſition, which muſt be utterly inexcuſable. 

We follow Jeſus from the banks of Jordan into the 
wilderneſs, and there behold him ſubmitting, for a 
ſeaſon, to a ſtate. of ſevere mortification, as a further 
preparation for his future ſervice, Hence we contem- 
plate | 

II. His faſting. Before he went forth to the exer- 
ciſe of his public miniſtry, and with a view, probably, 
to improve in his private devotions the late ſolemnity 
of his baptiſm, he retired from ſociety. He was in 
the wilderneſs |,” a defert part of Judea, full of high 
and rugged mountains, the very appearances of which 
were diſmal, and calculated to impreſs the mind with 
terror. In this gloomy retreat © he was with the wild 
beaſts,” expoſed, as it ſhould ſeem, to their furious 
aſſaults ; but, like the lions in Daniel's den, they were 


reſtrained from violeace, and obliged to acknowledge 
5 the power and preſence of their Lord and Maker. 
l Here he continued, in a total forbearance of food for 
; the ſpace of forty days and forty nights together, that 
n Cant. v. 16. + Ifa. bit. 2. 


1 Mat. iv. 1—11, Mark i. 12, 13. Luke iv. 1-13. 
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his whole attention might be given to meditation and 
prayer. | 

Moſes and Elijah, two eminent types of him, had 
done the ſame before. But we contend not for an exact 
imitation of their conduct. It is not aſſerted, that the 
ſame ſort of retirement, the ſame degree or length of 
abſtinence are neceſſary, or even poſſible, for us. As 
our circumſtances and ſtrength would not permit, ſo 
neither does our duty require us, to be ſecluded from 
ſociety for ſo large a portion of time. But we have 
frequent and urgent occaſion, and might find oppor- 
tunities of leiſure, for religious privacy. This appears 
particularly needful at our entrance upon any impor- 
tant undertaking, that by a more expreſs and earneſt ' 
application to Heaven, we may obtain ſuch ſupplies of 
grace as will fit us for our work; and alſo, after the 
enjoyment of ſtrong conlolations in our ſouls, that we 
may be preſerved from ſpiritual pride. In general, it 
is obſervable, where retirement for the purpoſes of de- 
votion is neglected, that public ordinances retain but 
little efficacy, and that divine comforts, if beſtowed at 
all, are ſoon loſt, or attended with a haughtineſs of 
mind. Mult we not aſcribe it to this cauſe, that many, 
who profeſs a love for the Goſpel, ſeem to receive na 


benefit from its miniſtrations, but walk in much dar- 
neſs and diſtreſs; and that others are cenſorious and 
overbearing, as being elated with a fond conceit of 
their high attainments? Alas! we fear, that the ſecret 
duties of religion are almoſt totally diſregarded in this 
trifling and diſſipated age, when the moſt part carefully 
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avoid ſolitude, and know not how to employ themſelves 
alone. 
But what have we to do with faſting ? It is allowed, 
there have been thoſe, as in the church of Rome, who 
enforced and practiſed it with the utmoſt degree of ſu- 
perſtition. But we, of the preſent day, are in danger, 
not ſo much from ſuperſtition, as from licentiouſneſs. 
It is granted alſo, that it were preſumptuous in us to 
attempt a total abſtinence for forty days. But ſhall we 
therefore ſay, that it is in no caſe incumbent upon us 
to faſt at all? The ancient ſaints thought it expedient - 
and neceſſary; ſince upon moſt of their ſolemn occa- 
ſions they joined faſting and prayer together. Un- 
doubtedly, perſons of different conſtitutions cannot be 
confined within the ſame preciſe limits, in the forbear- 
ance of food. A regard ſhould be had to circumſtances, 
and the great purpoſes of devotion conſtantly kept in 
view. We ſhould humble ourſelves before God, and 
acknowledge that we have forfeited our daily bread. 
This may tend to © mortify our members, which are 
upon the earth *,” and to ſubdue in us the evil affec- 
tions of pride, anger, covetouſneſs, and luſt: and, 
while every indulgence 1s denied to the body, the im- 
mortal ſpirit may be much leſs oppreſſed, and drawn 
up the more to high and heavenly things. Theſe ends 
could not be anſwered in our Lord; but we muſt be 
ſtrangely ignorant of ourſelves, not to allow, that in 
theſe reſpects we have abundant cauſe for humiliation 
and ſelf-denial. Yet why do we talk of faſting, ſince 
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moſt men plead for, and demand, the full gratification 
of all their ſenſual appetites? The very mention of 


mortification is laughed at, as the weakneſs of enthu- 


fiaſm and the madneſs of ſuperſtition ; while profane- 
neſs, intemperance, and riot, almoſt every where pre- 
vail and triumph. Few, therefore, can ſincerely join 
with us in the collect of our church, and ſay, © O Lord, 
who for our ſake didſt fait forty days and forty nights, 
give us grace to uſe ſuch abſtinence, that our fleſh 
being ſubdued to the Spirit, we may ever obey thy 
godly motions in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, to = 
honour and glory “!“ 

Our Lord underwent a far more ſevere trial in the 
wilderneſs, as a neceſſary preparation for his mediatorial 
office. This will appear in conſidering 

III. His temptation, It may juſtly fill us with 
amazement, to behold the Son of God aſſaulted, vex- 
ed, and haraſſed by the prince of darkneſs. But this 
very circumſtance exhibits his power and grace, He 
came to vanquiſh the Devil; and, as there can be no 
victory without a conflict, ke entered the liſts with his 
adverſary, and gave him every advantage for the at- 
tack, on purpoſe that he might utterly confound him, 


and thereby encourage all his own faithful followers to 


expect the ſame conqueſt, which their Lord and Maſter 
has obtained. 

The onſet was made upon Jeſus ſoon after * bap- 
tiſm, and the effuſion of the Spirit upon him. And 
in general, we ſhall feel the effects of Satan's malice, 


* Firſt Sunday in Lent. 
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aſter our attendance on religious ordinances, in which 
we are favoured with divine conſolations. © My ſon, 
if thou come to ſerve the Lord, prepare thy ſoul for 
temptation =. It occurred alſo, juſt before he en- 
tered on his public work, The Devil directs his en- 
venomed darts in an eſpecial manner againſt thoſe, who 
are going forth to ſubvert and deſtroy his kingdom. 
Yet even theſe perſons ſtand in need of temptation, and 
will derive from it peculiar benefits. They will im- 
prove, by that painful diſcipline, in humility and ten- 
derneſs of ſpirit, and learn to adminiſter proper coun- 
ſel and encouragement to thoſe, who are brought into 
ſimilar circumſtances of diſtreſs. ; 
We may alſo remark the place in which our Lord 
endured the conflict: it was © the wilderneſs.” No 
ſituation, indeed, will ſecure us from the aſſaults of our 
malicious adverſary. In vain ſhould we fly to deſerts 
or to cells; we ſhould be ſtill expoſed. Even though 
we be devoutly employed in meditation and prayer, as 
we have intimated, we are liable to an attack. Nay, 
retirement itſelf, in ſome views, may give an additional 
force to temptation. Perhaps the wilderneſs was 
therefore choſen for this ſingular engagement, in 
which the Fiend was allowed to exert his utmoſt rage; 
the very horrors of the ſcene favoured his vile purpoſe, 
e Teſus was led up of the Spirit, by the peculiar im- 
pulſe of the Holy Ghoſt, with which he was then filled, 
eto be tempted of the Devil.” Confident of his own 
ſuperior ſtrength, he dreaded not the combat: nor 
have we any real cauſe to fear, when called out to 
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the ſame warfare, if we depend on his mighty arm for 
protection and ſupport. But let us beware of pre- 
ſamption. Remembering our own weakneſs and the 
power of our enemy, let us pray continually, «© Lead 
us not into temptation.” 

What could be Satan's expectation in making ſo 
extraordinary an attack? Perhaps from the conqueſt he 
had obtained over the firſt Adam, he might derive a 
hope, that the ſecond Adam alſo would be battled and 
overcome, He determined, at leaſt, to make the deſ- 
perate trial. His envious: and malicious rage would 
not ſuffer him to ſubmit, without attempting an oppoſi- 
tion, and he reſolved to vex, if he could not deſtroy, 
his antagoniſt, Such likewiſe is his conduct toward 
all thoſe, who fight againſt him under the banner of the I 


— 


= — = 
— — 
* * 


* . 
== _— — — ——— — 
— -4 . — — — — — — = a 
_ C — — — = = —_ —— 2 — = 
—ñ — — _ — 
— . — .. 


croſs. Their ſtate is ſafe; and probably he may know " 
it ; but for The preſent they ſhall all (cel the effects of lc 
his malevolence. w 
We ſhall remark the artfulneſs and ſubtilty of this 
ſpiritual adverſary. It ſhould ſeem that he has ſome ul 
way of learning our inward tempers and diſpoſitions, dit 
as well as external circumſtances, ſince he generally an 
propoſes that object or plan of action, which appears tic 
moſt deſirable and convenient to us. How great, then, 2” 
is the neceſſity of circumſpection and prayer! Three * 
temptations were offered to our Lord; exactly adapted Th 
to his ſituation; and they afford a ſpecimen of Satan's the 
ordinary devices. can 
1. Jeſus was urged to diſtruſt the divine care. Af- not 


ter his long abitinence, he felt the importunate demands 


of hunger, and yet poſſeſſed no natural means of ſup- 
port. 
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Then came this apoſtate ſpirit (concealing his 
real character), perhaps in human form, or as an An- 
gel of light, and ſuggeſted to him, that he had within 
himſelf the power of immediately ſupplying his wants. 
« Tf thou be the Son of God,” ſaid he, © command 
that theſe ſtones be made bread,” We ſee the cunning 
addreſs of Satan. His aim was, to induce the Saviour 
to call in queſtion his high dignity, and peculiar rela- 
tion to God, or elſe by a miraculous agency to relieve 
himſelf, as if he were forſaken of his Father. He takes 
a ſimilar method now. He tempts the diſciples of Je- 
ſus to doubt, whether they be the children of God, in- 
timating that their trials and diſtreſſes are an unfavour- 
able mark ; and not unfrequently puts them upon uſing 
imprudent and forbidden means of procuring deliver- 
ance, through a diſbelief of the divine faithfulneſs and 
love. Let us beware of ſuch an attack, and learn 
what reſiſtance we ſhould make. 

It would have been eaſy for our Lord to accompliſh 
what Satan propoſed ; but he would not even ſeem to 
diſtruſt the care of providence ; and he has left us an ex- 


ample of a firm reliance upon God in the ſevereſt dif- 


ficulties. He replied therefore from the ſcriptures, 
« Man ſhall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God “.“ 
Thus he has taught us, to be more anxious to obtain 
the divine bleſſing, than a ſupply of food, which of itſelf 
can adminiſter no nutriment to the body. We ſhould 
not dare to purſue any unlawful courſe, or take one ſtep 


Deut. viii. 3. 


Out 
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out of the road of duty, for the providing even of ne- 
ceflary ſupport. Let us preſerve our dependence upon 
the God of heaven, who in a thouſand ways can give 
us bread to eat, or even ſuſtain us without it. 

2. Jeſus was then tempted to preſumption. * The 
Devil taketh him up into the holy city“ (in what way 
we do not inquire, nor is it neceſſary to know), © and 
ſetteth him on a pinnacle of the temple.” Here again 
the addreſs was moſt artful: he urged him to preſume 
upon his relation to God, in the belief of which he 
could not be ſhaken, to make an improper diſplay of it, 
and to expect protection without a ſufficient warrant. 
ef thou be the Son of God,” ſaid he,“ caſt thyſelf 
down from hence; for it is written, He ſhall give his 
Angels charge concerning thee to keep thee; and in 
their hands they ſhall bear thee up, leſt at any time 
thou daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone *. Satan, we ob- 
ſerve, can appeal to ſcripture, to ſerve his own pur- 
poſes; and his conduct has taught us to be upon our 
guard againſt a wrong application of detached paſſages 
of the inſpired writings: for texts are frequently 
quoted in ſupport of the moſt erroneous ſentiments and 
- immoral practices. 

In this inſtance we behold the admirable wiſdom of 
our Lord, wreſting the ſcripture out of the hands of 
his adverſary, and confounding him with it. He re- 
plied, «It is written again, Thou ſhalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God.” We are forbidden, then, to pre- 
{cribe unto God what evidence he ſhall afford us, or to 


* Pſal. xci. 11. + Deut. vi. 16. 
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preſime upon his care over us in that line of conduct, 
w/:ich he has not authoriſed. Yet to this very fin the 
followers of Chriſt are generally urged. Indeed, they 
are in danger from the two oppolite extremes. For, 
if Satan be baffled in one point, he will try another ; 
and therefore it will he an advantage to be apprized of 
his devices. What, though you be the children of God, 
and can maintain your hope in him: conſider well, 
where you venture to ſet your foot. He is not bound 
by any promiſe to comply with your vain wiſhes, or to 
preſerve you, where your proper duty does not call you. 
Dire not, chen, however you may be ſolicited, to de- 
viate from the right path for the diſplay of your own 
conſequence and abilities; nor fondly imagine, that in 
{ch a deviation you can be influenced by any true re- 
85 to the glory of God. 

An attempt was made to ſeduce the beine by 
fach an offer as a proud and ambitious mind would 
o:cedily have catched at. © The Devil taketh him 
up into an exceeding high mountain, and ſheweth him 
ali the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them, 
in a moment of time.” We do not well underſtand 
how he conducted this ſtratagem : but, being permitted 
to try all his artifices, he had ſome method of repre- 
ſenting the moſt delightful proſpect of earthly pomp 
and grandeur, that could be exhibited or conceived. 
Precending, therefore, to have the abſolute diſpoſal of 
every thing in his own hands, he promiſed to deliver 
vp to Jeſus, all the power and all the magnificence of 


empire, on condition of receiving an act of adoration, 
How 
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How daring the ſcheme ! how deteſtable the falſehood, 
which ſupported it | | | 

The deſign of Satan is the ſame in all his aſſaults, 
but he does not always avow or diſcover it. © Fall 
down and worſhip me,” is in effect the meaning of 
every temptation. And, ah! how frequently does he 
ſucceed ! He ſtill continues to offer © the luſt of the eyes 
and the pride of life; and theſe are the baits, which 
thouſands ſeize wich eagerneſs to their eternal ruin. 
« All this,” ſays he, “ will I give thee; and thus he 
perſuades men to barter away their conſciences, and to 
forſake God and his truth, from the proſpect of worldly 
advantages. But we would remind you, while you 
liſten to ſuch ſolicitations, that you will probably be 
diſappointed. He, to whom you hearken, is a deceiver 
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i ! 0 and a liar. It is not in his power to beſtow what he 
* | promiſes, and what you deſire to obtain. Beſides, if | 
0 your largeſt wiſhes could be gratified, your poſſeſſions | 


would {till be poor and contemptible. What ſhall 
it profit a man, if he ſhall gain the whole world, and 
loſe his own ſoul * ?” ; , 

At length the holy reſentment of Jeſus was rouſed ; 
and, giving the tempter to underſtand that his rea] ? 
character was known, he rejected the propoſal with ab- i 
horrence : © Get thee behind me, Satan; for it is writ- 
ten, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him 
only thou ſhalt ſerve 7. We learn, then, how to re- P 
pel the attacks of our enemy. We mult poſſeſs the ut- 
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* Mark vii. 36. + Deut. vi. 13. | 
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moſt firmneſs of oppoſition, and deſpiſe every offer of 
temporal advantage, which might induce us to depart 


from our God. We muſt determine to yield no re- 


verence or obedience to any but Him; and then 
we ſhall be proof ago all the enticements of the 


world. 


The conflict was angled; and the victory ahvained, 


Satan departed, yet only © for a ſeaſon,” intending on 


ſome other occaſion to renew the aſſault: and imme- 


_ diately a company of holy Angels came to miniſter to 


the relief of Jeſus, and to rejoice with bin on his glo- 
rious triumph. _ 

How replete with inſtruction is this hiſtory ! It 
affords a ſtriking repreſentation of the power, the ma- 
lice, and the ſubtilty of our adverſary, and the nature 
of that warfare, to which we are calied. You, who 
follow Chriſt, muſt expect to be conformed to ham 
in his temptations. An oppoſition of the very ſame 
nature will be made againſt you. Do not ſtagger in 
your minds, when you come into the conflict; nor 
decline the combat, thouzh molt ſevere, but arm your- 
ſelves for it. © Reſiſt the Devil, and he will ee from 


you *,” as he did from Jeſus. For this purpoſe, be- 


ſides the other parts of the Chriſtian's armour 
P 7 


« take the ſword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
60d f.“ Your Saviour has left you a noble exam- 


ple. Study, how you may ule this weapon to the 
beſt advantage ; that, like him, you may be able 


* James iv, 7. + Eph. vi. 17. 
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to anſwer and repel every ſuggeſtion with, © It is 
written.” | 

But here, alſo, are exhibited the grace and tender- 
neſs of our Redeemer. How aſtoniſhing the humi- 
liation, to which he ſubmitted ! Painful to himſelf, 
yet molt ſalutary in its conſequences to us! Now we 
are aſſured, that © he is able to ſuccour you who are 
rempted “, that he is * touched with a feeling of 
your infirmities ,“ and that he © will not ſuffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able, but will with the 
temptation alſo make a way to eſcape .“ Yes, 
in due time you ſhall triumph over all the malice of 
your enemies. The victory of Jeſus was an earneſt 
of victory to his people. The God of peace ſhall 
bruiſe Satan under your feet ſhortly $.” Angels are 
anxiouſly obſerving your conduct. In the view of 
ſuch witneſſes, © ſtand faft in the faith, quit you like 
men, be ſtrong ||,” and ſoon they will congratulate 
you, on having obtained a glorious and everlaſting con- 
queſt. 

But are not many unacquainted with this ſpiri- 
tual warfare? If you make no reſiſtance, but wil- 
lingly comply with the ſolicitations of Satan, you may 
_ eſcape ſome of the difficulties which the Chriſtian 
ſoldier meets with. All may ſeem to be peace 
with you: but the reaſon is, the prince of darkneſs 
holds his palace in your hearts, and while you allow 


* Heb. ii. 18. + Heb. iv. 15. { 1 Cor. . 13. 
Rom. xvi. 20. j] 1 Cor. xvi. 13. 
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him the poſſeſſion, he will not diſturb you. But 
you are no other than his vaſſals, led captive by 
him at his will.” We entreat you to ariſe, and 
aſſert your liberty: for to what tremendous con- 
ſequences will a continuance in your preſent bond- 
age lead! Cry mightily to God, that he would 
reſcue you from it, © deliver you from the power of 
darkneſs, and tranſlate you into the kingdom of his 
dear Son “.“ 


* Col. i. 13. 
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SECT. 4. 


Feſus attended on John's miniſtry—called certain diſciples — 
went to a marriage-feaſt at Cana, where he turned water 
into wine — celebrated the paſſover at Feruſalem—-purged 
the temple did not truſt himſelf with ſome profeſſed 
converts, 


Ir may be difficult to aſſign to the various inci- 
dents in the hiſtory of Jeſus their proper time and 


place; nor is it of any conſequence to our plan. We 


ſhall rouch upon the principal of them, and nearly ac- 
cording to the order, wherein they occurred, as far as 
that can be aſcertained. But we attend not to any cri- 
tical inquiries, for ſettling the chronology. Let us be 
moſt anxious, while we are {tudying the character of 
the Saviour, that we may know him, as © the way, the 
truth, and the life,” and that he may © be formed in us, 
che hope of glory.” 

We have beheld him, at his baptiſm, publicly 
anointed and ſet apart for his great work, on which, 
after his temptation 1n the wilderneſs, he prepared to 


enter. He did not, however, open his miniſtry, at 


Once; 
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once, or diſplay his glory by a ſudden blaze, but in a 
gradual manner, as men could bear it. * 

His familiar companions were few, and thoſe few of 
no conſiderable rank in life, taken from common, and 
not the moſt creditable, occupations, fiſhermen, tax- 
gatherers, &c. In the calling and uniting of theſe to 
himſelf he diſcovered his power and his grace, and ex- 
hibited a ſpecimen of his general conduct through 
the ſucceeding ages of the church. Notwithſtanding 
all the wonders he performed, and that fulneſs of evi- 
dence, by which he proved his miſſion and divinity, he 
would have been univerſally deſpiſed and rejected, had 
not an Almighty influence been exerted, by which the 
hearts of ſome were inclined to receive and follow 
him*. He might have commanded the ſervices of 
more than twelve legions of Angels; and therefore his 
condeſcenſion was the more remarkable, in ſelecting 
a few obſcure perſons for his intimate aſſociates and 
principal agents. | 

Atter his temptation, it ſhould ſeem 5 he took up 
his abode for ſome time, near the place where John was 
baptizing, probably with the view of attending upon 
his miniſtry ; for it is evident that he appeared among 
his audience one day after another. Thus he became 
more publicly known, while John atteſted the miracle, 
which had been wrought at his baptiſm, and repeatedly 
directed the regard of his hearers to him, declaring his 
high character and office, as the propitiatory ſacrifice 
for the ſins of a guilty world f. 


* Newton's Eccleſ. Review, p. 6067 John i 1. 28, &c, 
G 2 | T his 
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This occurred before Jeſus had begun to preach, or 
had attached ſo much as a fingle follower to himſelf. 
Such a teſtimony, however, ſoon drew the attention of 
two of John's diſciples to ſo extraordinary a perſon. 
The one was Andrew the brother of Peter, the other, 
it is probable, was the Evangeliſt, who relates the fact, 
and who frequently forbears to mention his own name. 
In the fame manner, many have been induced to ſcek 
the acquaintance of the Saviour, through the report of 
others, eſpecially through the information of thoſe, wha 
have truly beheld his glory. Nor do any ſeek in vain. 
He obſerves the firſt motions of their hearts, when 
they ſincerely turn to him, and affords them the moſt 
gracious encouragement. He will then prevent their 
inquiries, by revealing himfelf co them; as he did in 
the caſe before us. He marked the attention of the 
diſciples, who were watching his ſteps, with great con- 
deſcenhon invited them to accompany him home, and 
admitted them to a free and delightful intercourſe with 
himſelf. 

And who, that have obtained the knowledge of Je- 
ſus, will not burn with a deſire to recommend him to 
the notice and eſteem of their friends ? Have we not a 
brother or a ſiſter, whom, through a plain and faithful 
teſtimony of our experience, we may introduce to the 
Saviour? Thus it was, by the declarations and influ- 
ence of Andrew, that Peter was brought to him, and 
immediately taken into his ſervice, under a new and 
ſignificant name. Every viſitant met with a kind re- 
ception from him ; nor will any, who fincerely apply, 
be at this time rejected. 

| But 
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But all his diſciples do not come to him in the ſame 
way. Some, we have obſerved, owe their knowledge 
of him, and their firſt good impreſſions, to their con- 
nections in life; while others are called, not through 
any previous acquaintance with religious perſons, but 
by an immediate, and, as it were, viſible exertion of di- 
vine grace, He is © found of them, who fought him 
not *.” He ſpeaks ſuddenly, not to their ears only, 
but to their hearts, prevents their objections, overrules 


their purpoſes and deſires, and makes them © willing 


in the day of his power 4,” to alter their courſe, and 
follow a new maſter, Thus upon his removal to Ga- 
lilee, he no ſooner met with Philip, than he ſaid unto 
him, “ Follow me;” and the man was induced from 
that hour to forſake his former occupation, and be- 
come the attendant of Jeſus. 

What joy and pious exultation will a diſcovery of 
the Saviour excite in the true believer! No wonder 
that he feels the warmeſt affections of gratitude, love, 
and zeal, and haſtens to ſpread the influence around 
him. Philip, unable to contain the rapturous delight, 
now produced in his ſoul, and wiſhing others to be as 
happy as himſelf, took the firſt opportunity of telling 
his friend Nathanael, that he had found the promiſed 
Meſſiah, 

Here a different character is preſented to us. Na- 
thanael, probably, as a ſincere worſhipper of God, 
like many others, © waited for the conſolation of 
Iſrael;“ but, though an upright man, and under the 


* Iſa. Ixv. 1. + pal. ex. 3. 
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beſt impreſſions, he was till ſhackled by the influence 
of popular prejudice. He could not admit, that any 
good thing, much leſs {6 illuſtrious a perſon as the Sa- 
viour of the world, could ariſe from the infamous town 
of Nazareth, He was induced, however, by the mild 
expoſtulation and advice of Philip, to examine and 
judge for: himſelf, On this occaſion we admire the 
compaſſion and tenderneſs of Jeſus to the weakneſs and 
folly of thoſe, who truly deſire to know him. So far 
from upbraiding Nathanae] with his ignorant and raſh 
concluſions, he expreſſed the warmeſt approbation of 
his integrity, and propoſed him to the notice of others, 
„ Behold an Iſraelite indeed, in whom is no guile!“ 
This honeſt inquirer could not but be aſtoniſhed by 
ſuch a declaration from one, whom he had conſidered 
as an entire ſtranger ; and, being referred to a particu- | 
lar plate of retirement, where probably he had been 
engaged in devout meditation and prayer, and where 
Jeſus aſſured him that his eye was upon him, a power- 
ful conviction broke in upon his mind. At once he 
ſaw his whole heart expoſed to view, he felt his doubts 
and ſcruples to be removed, and acknowledged the - 
x preſence and glory of the divine Saviour: © Rabbi,” 
ſaid he, thou art the Son of God; Thou art the King 
of Iſrael.“ This undiſguiſed and bold profeſſion of his 2 
faith obtained a gracious acceptance. Jeſus replied, 
Thou ſhalt ſee greater things than theſe,” adding, 
that from that hour he ſhould behold ſuch a train of 
' miracles, as if heaven itſelf were opened in atteſtation 
of his miſſion. Thus likewiſe, in all caſes, the ſincere 
convert ſhall be favoured with increaſing light, and 
5 | ſtrength, 
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ſtrength, and comfort: © tor unto every one that hath 
ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abundance *.“ 
We perceive through the whole of this hiſtory, that 


the grace of God operates in a ſovereign manner. 
Here were two of a family, three of a city, called to the 
knowledge and the love of Chriſt, while the greater 


part, perhaps of their friends and neighbours, re- 


mained ſtrangers and enemies to him. Even ſo it is 


now. He is confeſſed, loved, and glorified by a few 


perſons in a town, and frequently by ſuch as were pre- 


vioully connected together by kindred or acquaintance. 


Theſe, too, are ſo oppoſite to the reſt in ſentiments, 


principles, and practice, that “ they are men wondered 
at f.“ If any ſhould be diſpoſed to aſk a-reafon for 


this, we have nothing to anſwer, but cry out in devout 


admiration, * Even fo, Father; for fo it ſeemed good 
in thy ſight 1.“ Hence alſo we obſerve a variety in 


the caſes of his people: and therefore we ſhould not be 


forward to condeinn any one, merely becauſe his reli- 
gious experience, in ſome uneſſential parts, differs from 
that of another. Let us not arrogantly preſcribe unto 


God, but bow before him, and acknowledge, that © the 
Judge of all the earth will ſurely do right.“ Inſtead 
of cenſuring the “ diverſities of his operations,” let us 


adore the riches of his mercy. If the moſt diſobedient 


and rebellious be willing to ſubmit unto Jeſus, he will 


graciouſly receive them. Their miſapprehenſions, 
fears, and  unbelicf, may for a time prevent their re- 


_ courſe to him; but no ſooner do they diſcover a real 


* Matt. AXV. 29. | t Zech, iii. 8. ! I Matt. xi. 26. | 
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defire to become his diſciples, than he meets them with 
expreſſions of his kindneſs, admits them to a familiar 


communication with himſelf, and © fills them with joy 


and peace in believing,” 

„Let us, then, make the application to ourſelves, and 
aſk, Are we © the called of Jeſus Chriſt ?” It is of lit- 
tl: conſequence comparatively, by what particular 
means we have been affected; but are we indeed 
brought to the knowledge and love of his name ? Do 
we poſſeſs that warmth of affection, that ardent zeal 
for him, which theſe young converts ſhewed ? Do we, 
like them, bear witneſs, © We have found the Meſſiah ?” 
And are we diſpoſed to © follow the Lamb, whitherſo- 
ever he gocth ?” 

Soon after our Lord's arrival in Galilee, he and the 


few diſciples, whom he had now attached to himſelf, were 


invited to a marriage ; probably the marriage of a re- 
lation, ſince his mother and ſome other of his kindred 
were there * He was not inattentive to the calls of 
ſocial life, nor wanting in any offices of refpe& and 
kindneſs to thoſe, with whom he was nearly connected. 
He condeſcended, therefore, to be preſent upon that 


occaſion, and to partake of the entertainment. Our 


church has inferred from this circumſtance, that * he 
adorned and beautified the holy eſtate of matrimony.” 
Doubtleſs, he teſtified his approbation : nor do his pro- 
feſſed followers ſhew any real ſanctity, or promote his 
cauſe among men, by deſpiſing that inſtitution, which 
is declared to be © honourable in all . The religion 


11 John ii. I, &c. * Heb. X111, 4. 


of 
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of Jeſus does not require that moroſeneſs and entire 
ſeparation from ſociety, into which ſome weak, but 


pious, perſons have been ted, through the fear of 


conforming to the world. They have made Chriſ- 
tianity appear with a gloomy and forbidding aſpect, by 
repreſenting the moſt temperate convivial meetings as 
altogether profane, and on this ground refuſing to mix 


with them. Our Lord's example teaches us, not in- 


deed that we may at any time give into rioting and ex- 
ceſs, or indulge a light and diſſipated ſpirit, but that it 
may be right and expedient on certain occaſions to uſe 
a greater freedom of converſation and intercourſe with 
our friends, than our general es 


allow, 


There was one circumſtance, which added a pecu- 
liar luſtre to this marriage, as it proved the means of 
diſplaying the miraculous power, ant confirming the 
character, of Jeſus. , Probably, there was no affluence 
in the family, and, on account of this extraordinary 
gueſt, there might be a larger company than had been 
expected; ſo that there was not a ſufficiency of wine. 
The mother of Jeſus repreſented to him the defect, 
hoping, and perhaps intimating, that he might ſupply 
it by his own divine agency. She met with a rebuke, 
indeed, for ſeeming to direct him in any ſupernatural 
operation, ſince, where the Godhead was to be exerted, 
he owed her no obedience, and could not be ſubjected 
to her control *®, Yet, while he declared that the pro- 


| Per 
The anſwer of Jeſus to his mother, © Woman, what have I 


do dd with thee?” to an Engliſh reader may convey the idea of 
| | harſhneſs 
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per ſeaſon for his interference was not arrived, it is 
plain from her injunctions to the ſervants, that he gave 
her cauſe to believe, her propoſal would ſoon be com- 
n with. 

A at the time ial * thought moſt 
ſuitable, he proceeded to work the very miracle ſhe 
had wiſhed for, and ſuddenly converted a large quan- 
tity of water into wine of the moſt exquiſite taſte and 
quality. This aſtoniſhing effect was produced without 
the intervention of any viſible means, merely by his 
-own ſovereign will, and before many witneſſes... Such 
alſo was the ſuperior excellency of the new wine, that it 
immediately excited the notice and admiration of the 
company. l 
Our Lord's conduct on this occaſion has been ſhame- 
fully miſrepreſented, as if he had exerted his divine 
power to promote the purpoſes of intemperance. 1 
know not by what profane ridicule ſome perſons have 
aſperſed the character of Jeſus, as though he had been 
in reality, what his enemies of old infidiouſly deſcribed 
him, „ a gluttonous man and a wine-bibber “.“ 
They triumph in this little narrative, ſuppoſing it to 


prove, what they could wiſh, that there is nothing cri- ] 
minal in ſenſual entertainments, protracted even to ex- 

ceſs. | 7 © 

| 6 

ä barſhock and diſreſpect. That it was meant as ſome kind of 4 

check or reprehenſion, is allowed ; but the appellation of“ wo- ; 

man” implied no want of proper regard; ſince in thoſe times, and h; 

in the Greek language, the ſame addreſs was uſually made by ſer- d 

vants to their miſtreſs, and even by ſubjects to a Queen. | an 

* Luke vii. 34. | oc 
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What will not human depravity pervert? It can 
turn that into poiſon, which was deſigned for ſalutary 
food. Accordingly, there are thoſe, who have at- 
tempted to juſtify the moſt flagitious actions from the 
facred writings. It almoſt moves one's indignation, 
that ſo infamous a reproach ſhould be caſt upon the 
holy Jeſus. Is it, then, conceived poſſible, that he 
ſhould not only remain in the company of drunkards, 
but work a miracle for the ſake of lengthening out 
their merriment? What more blaſphemous aſſertion 
could Satan himſelf advance? We have no reaſon to 
conclude, but that every thing in this meeting was 
conducted with the utmoſt decency and temperance, 
and that our Lord improved the opportunity for the 
ſpiritual inſtruction and edification of the gueſts. In 
his converſation on the moſt private occaſions, can 
any inſtance be adduced, which- can vindicate or en- 
courage, we need not fay a licentiouſneſs of manners, 
but even a trifling gaiety of mind? The © lovers of 
pleaſures” will gain no advantage by appealing to his 


conduct, but only betray their own deformity upon 


a compariſon of themſelves with his perfect excel- 
lence, | 
The miſrepreſentation ſeems to have ariſen from 
that addreſs to the bridegroom ; © Every man at the 
beginning, doth ſet forth good wine; and when men 
have well drunk, then that which 1s worſe; but thou 
haſt kept the good wine until now.“ This, however, 
deſcribes merely what was uſual at entertainments, 


7 


and has not any neceſſary reference to that particular 
occaſion; or, admitting that it had, it would not 


prove, 


— — — I 
ä 
—̃ — — 1 

— IRS = 
7 7 pI IE - — 
a 7 — — 

— — — — 

—. —— —— - 


92 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS | 

prove, that any of the company then aſſembled were 

in a ſtate of intoxication. The word itſelf, rendered 

WELL DRUNK, does not always mean exceſs; as it is 
applied by the beſt authors to caſes, wherein temper- 
ance was obſerved. 

This miracle, like all the.reſt, which Jeſus wrought, 
was, probably, deſigned to promote the moſt benevolent 
and uſeful purpoſes. That large increaſe of wine was 
a recompenſe to the maſter of the houſe for his kind- 
neſs and hoſpitality, and might be conſidered as a 
token, that they, who receive Jeſus and his diſciples, 
ſhall not loſe their reward. It was evidently calcu- 
lated to diſplay his high character in a more illuſtriops 
manner, than had been done before; for he then © ma- 
nifeſted forth his glory, and his diſciples believed on 
him; their. faith was confirmed, and they were the 
more encouraged to forſake all and to follow him, 
when they ſaw ſuch ſtriking proofs of his power. 

We do not forget, that he furniſhes a better enter- 
tainment, and invites. us to feaſt with him at his table, 
while he beſtows ſpiritual bleſſings with a liberal hand, 
He ſays, Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the 1 
wine, which I have mingled *.” The knowledge of 
his love will afford an inconceivably greater delight to 
the foul, than the moſt exquiſitely rich wine to a re- 
'fined taſte, In general, too, he reſerves © the good 
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wine“ till the laſt : he communicates much happineſs 2 
to his people from the firſt, but the end will be moſt 8 
n 


glorious indeed. With reſpect, therefore, both to his f 
7 c 


* Prov. 1x. To 
providence 


ence 


providence and his grace, we rejoice in his all-ſufficienc 
_ proviſion and ſupport. 
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Soon afterwards he went up to Jeruſalem to cele- 
brate the paſſover, a feſtival of peculiar importance 
among the Jews, at which the attendance of all theic 
males was required, This particular obſervance does 
not obtain with us; but we are under indiſpenſable 
obligations to wait upon God in the public means, 
which he hath appointed. Ler us learn from Jeſus, 
then, to pay an exact and punctual regard to all the ſa- 


cred ordinances. 


Immediately upon his arrival at Jeruſalem, he re- 
paired to the temple, where a remarkable tranſaction 
occurred. Among other profanations of that holy 
place, the outward court was groſsly violated, pro- 
bably through the covetouſneſs of the prieſts; for an 
open market was held in it, to the diſturbance of de- 
vout worſhippers. The fervice of God might be. 


_ urged in excuſe, as the people were here accommodated 


with their reſpective offerings. But Jeſus felt a pious 
indignation at the ſhameful abuſe, and ſet himſelf to 
reform it. When he had made a ſcourge of ſmall 
cords, he d ove out of the temple” the profane traders, 
«and the ſheep, and the oxen x and poured out the 
changers' money, and overthrew the tables; and ſaid 


-unto them that fold doves, Take theſe things hence ; 


make not my Father's houſe an houſe of merchandife.” 

Such an interference of a perſon, who poſſeſſed no hu- 
man authority, was ſingular indeed l It amounted to no 
leis than a full declaration of his prophetical character, 
and of his peculiar relation to God. In this view it 


6 will 
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will appear proper and conſiſtent, like many of thoſe 
ſignificant actions of the old prophets, by which as the 
meſſengers of Heaven they inſtructed and admoniſhed 
the people “. | 

So uncommon an exertion could not but excite 
the public notice. His diſciples beheld it with ſur- 
priſe, yet ſaw in it the completion of an ancient ſcrip- 
ture, which they conſidered as deſcriptive of that very 
ſpirit, by which he was then actuated : “ The zeal of 


thine houſe hath eaten me up t.“ Regardleſs of his 


own ſafety, he was concerned only for the glory of God 
in the due adminiſtration of his ſervice. Muſt we not 
perceive and admire the power, as well as the zeal, of 
our Lord in this extraordinary occurrence ? For whence 
was it, that thoſe, who were occupied in merchandiſe, 
ſubmitted without oppoſition to one of ſuch low rank 
and eſtimation im life? They ſeem to have felt, not 
merely a conſciouſneſs of guilt, but a ſecret and awful 
dread of their reprover: and this effect we are diſpoſed 
to aſcribe to a ſupefnatural impreſſion upon their minds. 
By the very ſame influence, the perſons, who after- 


wards came to apprehend him, notwithſtanding their 


malice and their fierceneſs, were ſtruck to the ground 
before him. : 

Some, however, among the Jews called him to ac- 
count for this proceeding, and demanded a proof of 


his divine commiſſion. The very action, which he 


“ er, xiii. xix. XxXVii.' Ezek. iv. xii, Zech. xi. See Piſhop 
Hurd's ingenious diſcourſe on Chriſt's driving the merchants out 
of the temple, 

+ Pal. Ixix. . | 
had 


had performed, might have been accepted as evidence; 


but probably they wiſhed to find fault, rather than 
know the truth. Inſtead therefore of giving them any 
direct anſwer, he replied, as he uſually did to cavillers, 
in a parabolical manner. © Deſtroy this temple,” ſaid 
he, © and in three days 1 will raiſe it up.” This they 
underſtood not; but afterwards, in a perverted ſenſe, 
they made it the ground of a charge againſt him *. 
It was meant as a prophecy of his own reſurrection, 
that infallible proof of his divine character, and in that 


view was recollected by the diſciples, to the increaſe 


and confirmation of their faith. Thus it frequently 
happens, that the very ſame ſcriptures, and the very 
ſame doctrines, which are an offence and a ſtumbling 


block to ſome, are to others the ſource of joy and con- 


ſolation. Let us look well, in all our reſearches, to our 
motives and diſpoſitions, and receive the word of God 
*in an honeſt and good heart.“ | 

While wr profeſs to be ariefied; that Jeſus ſhould 
purge the temple at Jeruſalem from profane attend- 
ants, let us aſk, Are we ſuch worſhippers, as he will 
approve? Is there no violation of the houſe of God 
among ourſelves; no irreverence, which requires re- 
formation? Is that holy place never turned into © a 
houſe of merchandiſe?” Are our minds never em- 
ployed there in ſettling temporal accounts, and in 


various ſchemes of trade, as if we were in the midſt 


of a market? What, then, would Jeſus ſay, if he were 
to appear amongſt us? And let us remember, that 


* Mark xiv. 58, 


ce all 
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« all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
him, with whom we have to do “.“ We ſhould en- 
deavour, therefore, to leave the cares of the world at a 
diſtance, © that we may attend upon the Lord without 
diſtraction f.“ Take theſe things hence,” for they 
are moſt unſuitable to his ſacred courts. 

Jeſus, we have ſeen, publicly aſſerted his high cha- 
racter at Jeruſalem, and in the midſt of many adver- 
faries. He ſpake with an efficacy, which filenced at 
leaſt, if it did not convince, his oppoſers: but did any 
truly receive him? Many were ſo ſtruck with his mira- 
cles, (which yet are not recorded). that they acknow- 
ledged him to be the Meſſiah, and profeſſed to believe 
in his name. But they were ſuch, as our Lord per- 

ceived, were not to be depended on. There was in 
them ſomething unſound, or ſhamefully defective. Ei- 
ther they were falſe-hearted, with declarations of faith, 
love, and zeal, waiting only for an opportunity to betray 
him to his enemies; or elſe, if ſincere, they poſſeſſed 
not a proper firmneſs and courage, and dared not to 
ſtand forth in defence of his cauſe. Even a friend, 
who is afraid or aſhamed to eſpouſe your intereſts, is 
not entitled to your confidence. You will not think 
yourſelves ſafe in his hands; and therefore, from a pro- 
per regard to your own welfare and ſecurity, you will 
be backward to truſt him. Such prudence is indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary, in religious as well as temporal con- 
cerns. A little experience will teach you not impli- 
citly to rely on every profeſſor. You ought not, in- 


* Heb. iv. 13. + 1 Cor, vii. 35. 
__ deed, 
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deed, to ſuſpect hypocriſy in all, becauſe you may have 
found it in ſome: a jealous temper 1s inconſiſtent with 
Chriſtian love. But a cautious reſerve and circumſpec- 
tion towards many of thoſe, who diſcover an attach- 
ment to the Goſpel, are highly expedient to protect 
you from various ſnares. This you will learn from 
Jeſus, when © he did not commit himſelf unto them,” 
who are ſaid to have © believed in his name.” 

We muſt not- overlook the reaſon aſſigned for his 
conduct: © he knew all men, and needed not that any 
ſhould teſtify of man; for he knew what was in man.“ 
But is it not the excluſive prerogative of Almighty 
God, to © ſearch the heart and try the reins?” Yet 
this is aſſerted of Jeſus : he perceived all the ſecret pur- . 
poſes and hidden motives of thoſe, who would haye 
joined themſelves to him, and at once detected the baſe 
hypocriſy, which lurked within their boſoms. Let us 
ſtand in awe, and fear for ourſelves. Known unto him 
are our various ſtates, principles, and deſires. Let 


each one aſk himſelf, Of what fort is my profeſſion of 


love to Jeſus? What was it which firſt induced me to 
declare myſelf his diſciple? Am I unfeignedly devoted 
to him; and may his cauſe be ſafely committed to me? 

There is no creature “ that is not manifeſt in his 
ſight,” If there be a Judas, a mere pretender to ſanc- 
tity, © a ravening wolf in ſheep's clothing,” let him 


tremble at the thought, that the eye of Jeſus penetrates 


through all his diſguiſes. Or, if you want courage pub- 
licly to avow your real ſentiments of regard for the 
Goſpel, fo that you might eaſily be tempted to betray 

Vol. III. H it; 
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it; is not this a meannefs and inconſiſtency, of which 
you ought to be aſhamed before him? 

The general caſe is; many among ourſelves are 
called Chriſtians, and fay that they believe the ſcrip- 
tures, becauſe by the favour of Providence they were 
born and educated in a Chriſtian land, and they are 
content to take up with the religion of their fathers , 
and their country. Is not this the ſole reaſon, why 
ſome are not Pagans or Mahometans ? But is this the 
faith, which Jeſus will approve? No: he will not be 
impoſed upon by our ſaying, Lord, Lord, in an empty 
form of words, with which our hearts do not agree. 
We pray, therefore, not only to © have a name that 
we live,” but to poſſeſs © the faith of the operation of 
God,” whereby, being vitally united to Chriſt, and 
abiding in him, we ſhall produce the fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs, to the glory and praife of God, Amen, 


JESUS CHRIST. 


SECT, 5. 


Jeſus, conſulted by Nicodemus, declared to him the nature 
and neceſſity of regeneration—the operation of the Holy 
Spirit—the appointed method of deliverance from con- 
demnation and the different ſlates and characters of 
thoſe to whom the goſpel is ſent. 


Wu have not yet ſeen any promiſing appearances 
of ſucceſs, upon the firſt opening of our Lord's mi- 
niſtry at Jeruſalem. His ſtrenuous exertions in purg- 
ing the temple could not but excite a commotion 
through the city; and, though his claims were not 
generally regarded, many were, at leaſt, convinced of 
his divine miſſion by the miracles which he wrought. 
Very few of higher ſtation gave any ſerious atten- 
tion to him; as that contemptuous queſtion implied, 
Have any of the rulers or of the Phariſees believed on 
him*?” But we are here introduced to one of that 
very rank, who fought after Jeſus, with an earneſt de- 
fire to be acquainted with his doctrine. 

Nicodemus, a perſon of conſequence, as a magiſ- 
trate, and a member of the great council the Sanhe- 


zus * John vii. 48. 
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drim, probably too a man of learning, and as a Phari- 
fee exact in all religious obſervations, paid him a viſit: 
but it is remarked, that “ he came by night *.” He 
might be afraid or aſhamed to have it known, aware 
that a free and open intercouife with Jeſus would 
bring upon him reproach and oppoſition ; and there- 


fore to conceal it from public notice, and preſerve 
his reputation, he took advantage of the privacy, 


which is afforded by the darkneſs of evening. But 
allowing, that he was under a very improper influence 
of the fear of man, he was not thereby prevented 
from applying to this divine Inſtructor for informa- 
tion in the truth. Our Lord, who never rejected or 
diſcouraged a fincere inquirer, overlooking or not 
upbraiding his weakneſs, received him with kindneſs, 
and with freedom declared the moft important myſteries 
of the kingdom of heaven. He conſtantly ſpoke with . 
a regard to the cireumſtances and difpofitions of his au- 
dience, and opened the Goſpel, more or leſs, as they 
could bear it. Here was no ſcornful, captious diſputant, 
but an humble, teachable ſcholar, ſecking direction in 
the way of righteouſneſs. And here we ſhall find; 
within a few verſes, a more cicar and explicit re- 
prefentation of the great ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, than in 
any other paflage, of equal compaſs, throughout the 


four Evangelitts, It is recorded for our benefit, and 


every particle of it concerns each of us as much as it 
did Nicodemus himſelf, May we, like him, be wil- 
ling to fit at the feet of Jeſus, and hear his words, 
cc which are able to make us wile unto ſalvation!“ 


John iii. 1, &e. 


How 


W 
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How gracious and condeſcending was our Re- 
deemer, in giving his time and his company for the 
inſtruction of an individual! The falvation of one foul 
is inconceivably more important than all the momen- 
tous affairs of mightieſt empires, which employ the 
councils and armies of princes. The miniſter of 
Chriſt, therefore, who like his Maſter is attending to 
the ſpiritual welfare even of a ſingle perſon, has a more 
honourable poſt, and a better object in view, than the 
ſtateſman or the hero, on whom the eyes of thouſands 
are fixed. | 

The main ſubjects of the conference with Nicode- 
mus may be reduced to four : 1 

I. The nature and neceſſity of regeneration. This 
being the firſt thing which our Lord inſiſted on, we 
conclude that the doctrine lies at the very foundation 
of Chriſtianit7. We know,” ſaid Nicodemus, 
« that thou art a teacher come from God; for no man 
can do theſe miracles that thou doeſt, except God be 


with him.” Such an addreſs, acknowledging that Jeſus 


was a prophet divinely commiſſioned, implied a deſire 
of receiving inſtruction from him. Without any pre- 
face or apology, the Saviour began to explain the re- 
ligion which he came to ſer up, and with peculiar ſolem- 
nity declared an entire renovation of mind to be univer- 
ſally and indiſpenſably requiſite ; * Verily, verily 1 fay 
unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee 
the kingdom of God.” As if he had ſaid, & Doſt thou 
believe I am come from God? Then I, the faithful 
witneſs, aſſert this great truth. Doſt thou inquire 
after the kingdom of God ? Be aſſured, that none can 
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be a member of it, who is not ſo totally transformed in 
his inward diſpoſitions, as to become a new creature.“ 
The Jews, and eſpecially the Phariſees, boaſted of 
the privileges of their birth, as the deſcendants of Abra- 
ham, and depended on their ſcrupulous attention to ex- 
ternal rites and ceremonies. They ſuppoſed, too, that, 
whenever Meſſiah ſhould appear to eſtabliſh his go- 
vernment, they ſhould have, more than a preference, an 
excluſive right, to its advantages. In oppoſition to this 
groſs deluſion, our Lord maintained, that their extrac- 
tion from the moſt excellent progenitors, their religious 
education and profeſſion, and all their outward obſerv- 
ances, would not fecure to them the bleſſings of his 
ſalvation ; but that all of every character, rank, and na- 


tion (the ſelf-righteous Phariſee, no leſs than the ido- 


latrous Gentile), muſt receive ſuch a thorough change 
of heart, as may properly be deſcribed by being © born 
again,” 1 | 

We are aware, that much pains are taken, not to 
deny our Lord's aſſertion, for that is expreſs, but by 
ſubtilty and refinement to explaia away its meaning, 
« To be born again,” it is ſaid, is only a ſtrong 
eaſtern metaphor, which implies a renunciation of 
former errors, whether Jewiſh or Pagan, and a profeſ- 
ſon of Chriſtianity. Let us try this interpretation by 
other paſſakes, © Wharſoever is born of God over- 
cometh the world *.” And can ſuch a conqueſt be aſ- 
cribed to every one, who 1s called a Chriſtian? We 
have continual and lamentable proof to the contrary. 


* 1 John v. 4. 


Equally 
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Equally abſurd is the notion, that baptiſm, conſtitutes 
regeneration. This, indeed, 1s the external ſymbol; 
the water, which is applied to the body, fitly repreſent- 
ing the operation of the Spirit in cleanſing and puriſy- 
ing the ſoul. There is a peculiar propriety in offering 
up ſolemn prayers, at the adminiſtration of that ſacra- 
ment, that the inward and ſpiritual grace may accom- 
pany the outward and viſible ſign; and thanks may be 
given to God for thoſe promiſes, which encourage us 
to expect the bleſſing. But © whoſoever is born of 
God ſinneth not * :” and is this to be affirmed of every 
baptized perſon? Whatever we may charitably hope 
concerning infants, the public and habitual profane- 
neſs of many adults is a deciſive proof to the contrary. 
It is ſaid, then, that © to be born again” is to re- 
form the life, and pay an exact regard to the duties of 
morality. This, we grant, is highly expedient and ne- 
ceſſary, and is an effect which will flow from regenera- 
tion, but it may, in ſome meaſure, be produced without 
ic, For do not many © make the outſide clean, whoſe 
' inward part is full of wickedneſs f ?” But the change, 
of which we ſpeak, originates within, and is properly a 
renovation of the heart, in which corrupt and carnal 
affections are ſubdued, holy, ſpiritual deſires and tem- 
pers are implanted. It is, therefore, “ a new creation,” 
ſo that the man is, as it were, made over again, not as 
to his body, which ſuffers no alteration, but as to the 
diſpoſitions of the mind: his depraved nature is recti- 
fied, The language is metaphorical, we allow; and 


* 1 John v. 18. + Luke xi. 39. 
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who ever denied it? But ſome meaning was intended 
to be conveyed in the figure; and certain modern ex- 
planations have ſubtilized it into nothing. If Jeſus de- 
ſigned only to inculcate an external reformation of con- 
duct, and regularity of morals, he uſed expreſſions too 
ſtrong, or, at beſt, very dark and intricate, which per- 
plex rather than inſtruct. On this interpretation the 
metaphor is abſurd, and all the ſolemnity of our Lord's 
addreſs mere'trifling ; for he has rendered that obſcure 
which in plain words would have been eaſily under- 
ſtood. Had this been the ſenſe, Nicodemus would 
not have wondered; nor would Jeſus have ſpoken of 
it as a myſterious doctrine. 
But if we give the metaphor its full force, there is 
a beautiful conſiſtency and grandeur in the paſſage. 
The Jewiſh ruler was perplexed, and betrayed his 1g- 


. norance of ſpiritual things by the fooliſh queſtions he 


propoſed. Many acute and learned men have like- 
wife diſcovered great abſurdity, by their objections to 
the truth here advanced ; and even among ſuch the re- 
novation of the ſoul has been made a ſubject of pro- 
fane ſcorn and ridicule, Jeſus, however, rephed only 
by repeating his former aſſertion, and declaring the ne- 
ceſſity of receiving from the Holy Spirit a more excel- 
lent principle, than we can derive from our parents by the 
natural birth. That which is born of the fleſh is fleſh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is ſpirit.” Every 
thing produces its like : and if it be an allowed maxim, 
that none can bring a clean thing out of an unclean *,” 


* Job xiv, 4. 
| the 
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the offspring of fallen man muſt univerſally partake of 
his depravity. But the Holy Ghoſt communicates to 
the ſoul a new and divine nature, which reſembles that 
bleſſed Agent in purity and goodneſs. 

None, therefore, ſhould put off the ſubject to others, 
as if it were requiſite only for groſs and abandoned 
ſinners to be born again. Would you ſay, Why 
ſhould I be diſturbed about the matter, ſince my con- 
duct is regular, my dealings fair, and my tempers ami- 
able? You forget ſurely, that we all ſpring from the 
fame corrupt original. The neceſſity of regeneration 
ariſes not from the peculiar circumſtances, in which 
ſome men may be placed, or the degree of guilt they 
may have contracted, but from the degeneracy of 
human nature itſelf, which we all without exception 
equally partake of, though different perſons may diſ- 
cover it in different ways. Probably, you cannot ex- 
plain the mode, in which the effects of the fall are 
tranſmitted to us, for the ſubje& daes not accord with 
© philoſophy and vain deceit,” yet our Lord expreſsly 
declares, that, upon our firſt entrance into the world, 
we bring with us a carnal principle, which is oppoſite to 
God; and ſurely the univerſal condition of the human 
race is enough to prove, that there is not one who 
does not feel a ſtrong propenſity to evil. This being 
granted, it follows at once, We muſt be born again.“ 

Without ſuch a renewal of the mind, we ſhall remain 
in a ſtate of alienation from God, and therefore can 
have no part in the Meſſiah's kingdom of grace. 
That being a kingdom of righteouſneſs, thoſe only, who 

are changed into the divine likeneſs, can reliſh its holy 
8 and 
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and ſpiritual precepts. Neither can we enter into the 
kingdom of glory, ſo long as we continue under the 
influence of © the fleſh,” which is © enmity againſt 


God.” We are thereby unfitted for maintaining com- 


munion with him: he cannot admit us into his preſence 
with ſuch a diſpoſition ; nor can heaven itſelf afford any 
enjoyment of happineſs. 

Of how great importance is it, then. to inquire, 
Am I born again? Are my tempers and affections 
ſanctified? Let us not be ſatisfied with an external 


decency of behaviour, and an honowable conduct 
among men; for, though highly beneficial to ſociety, 


they do not neceſſarily imply a right ſtate of the heart 
towards God. Yet let not the doctrine be abuſed, as 
if it militated againſt the intereſts of morality. The 
change will be manifeſted by an uniform ſeries of vir- 
ruous actions. As birth from the womb is the begin- 
ning of animal life, ſo that, which we ſpeak of, we 
maintain to be the commencement of a life, new, holy, 
and ſpiritual. It will be diſcerned by its fruits: we do 
not, we cannot flatter thoſe, whoſe converſation is un- 
profitable, vain, and ungodly, that they ever were 
ce partakers of the divine nature,” 


It is aſked, In what way, or by what particular 


means, is this renovation effected? To anſwer the 
inquiry, and to guard againſt miſtakes, we con- 

ſider | 
II. The operation of the Spirit in producing the 
change. Many are not properly aware of their own 
inability, and therefore with great earneſtneſs, and 
ſtrong reſolutions of amendment, themſclves under- 
take 
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take the work, for which they are utterly unfit. The 
conſequence can be no other than repeated and pain- 
ful diſappointments. Their plans fail ; their purpoſes 
are broken; temptations prevail againſt them; ſo that 
they © labour in the very fire.” Confuſion and de- 
ſpair mult enſue, unleſs they are willing to be indebted 
to the God of all grace, and cry to him for help. 
Then he will ariſe for their deliverance, and make his 
own ſtrength perfect in their weakneſs. 

No ſtream can be more excellent than its original 
ſource; for all the waters will take their tincture 
from the fountain, whence they ſpring. From man's 
depraved nature nothing truly good can be derived, 
He is under an incapacity, from his diſpoſition as a 
fallen creature, to recover himſelf. Indeed the me- 
taphor of the new birth implies, that we cannot effect 
it any more than bring ourſelves into exiſtence. The 
work is the work of God: and accordingly, he who is 
« born again” is ſaid to be * born of God,” and © of 
the Spirit *;” and the change is repreſented by ſuch 
things, as muſt of neceſſity be aſcribed to the exertion 
of an Almighty power, It is a new creation; © for we 
are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
works +.” It is a reſurrection from the dead; nor can 
we poſſibly reſtore to ourſelves the life we have loſt. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love, 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in ins, 
hath quickened us together with Chriſt 4.“ 


* John 1. 13. iii. 5. 1 John v. 1, 
+ Eph, ii. 10. ü. 4. 5. 
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and dangerous purpoſe : but the abuſe does not de- 
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This doctrine, we grant, may be perverted to a bad 


tract from its truth or excellence. Let us improve it 
to our own advantage, and learn to be more deeply 
humbled before God, and not to depend on our moſt 
vigorous reſolutions; but, while we form plans of 
amendment, to pray with importunity, © Create in me 
a clean heart, O God, and renew a right ſpirit within 
me *. We ſhould be encouraged to work out our 
own falvation, with fear and trembling,” when we 
know, that “ it is God which worketh in us both to 


will and to do of his good pleaſure 4.” © He ſhall de- 


liver the needy, when he crieth, the poor alſo, and him 
that hath no helper .“ By an inviſible, but effectual 
influence, he ſuggeſts ſerious thoughts, excites good 
deſires, produces holy principles, and raiſes our carnal 
affections to high and heavenly things. Who will 
deny, that the God of ſpirits can have ſuch an acceſs to 
our minds ? 

We attend not to metaphyſical ſubtilties and refine- 
ments, nor attempt to explain the mode, in which the 
Holy Ghoſt performs his operations. But, not dread- 
ing the charge of enthuſiaſm, we maintain, that, with- 
out his powerful interpoſition and continual aſſiſtance, 
we cannot be Chriſtians indeed. The ſubject is myſ- 
terious : there is a ſecret in it, which God hath thought 
proper to conceal ; which, therefore, it is not needful, 
or perhaps poſſible, for us to know, Is this urged as 
an objection ? Recollect, that the doctrine was repre- 


* Pfal. li. to, + Phil. ii. 12, 13. f Pal. Ixxii. 12. 
= ſented 


Wo” 


1 232 


PR Sag 
T WN apo 3 


n 1 „ en q £ 1 
2 . Lot OI STO G n 2 0 
* 1 r » 1 reer = 1 a> 


+ 


— 


— 


4 


of w_—_ 2 A An he = ? ad l * N . 9 * 8 = 3 ws 2 9 n Fo 3 9 1 r J 1 4 
Lg VR 9 r 3 n Da 2 2 11 K m ͤÄᷣ:vnnyn! Ü Ä! 


. ws . 
11 Wan ar 20 obs 


JESUS CHRIST, 109 


{enced to Nicodemus in this very light: our Lord taught 
him to expect the ſame difficulties in grace, which oc- 
cur in creation. © Marvel not, that I faid unto thee, 
Ye muſt be born again. The wind bloweth, where it 
iſteth, and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth.“ Thus the 
Spirit acts upon the human mind, in a ſovereign and 
unſearchable manner: we cannot direct or control his 
influence, and, though we clearly diſcern his effects, it 
would baMe all our underſtandings to trace and ex- 
plain the methods and reaſons of his operations. The 
ſubject may appear to be involved in ſo many and 
great difficulties, that our faith may ſtagger, and we 
may cry out with Nicodemus, How can theſe things 
be?” But if we ſincerely deſire inſtruction, he, who 
condeſcended to the ignorance and prejudices of that 
*© maſter of Iſrael,” will have compaſſion on our weak- 
nels, and . guide us into all truth.” | 
Such is the pride of man, he is not content to 
* know in part; and hence frequently the vain pre- 
tender to right reaſon rejects the grand doctrines of 
revelation, when he finds in them unfathomable depths. 
But let us remember © the certainty of thoſe things 
wherein we have been inſtructed, and on whoſe au- 
thority we have received them. “ Verily, verily,” 
ſays our divine Teacher, We ſpeak that we do know, 
and teſtify that we have ſeen; and ye receive not our 
witneſs.” ' There are matters ſtill farther removed 
from our comprehenſion: and if already we are diſpoſed 
to object, © how ſhall we believe, if he tell us of hea- 
venly things?“ Yet how ſhall we controvert his teſti- 
mony ? 
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mony ? No man hath aſcended up to heaven, but he 
that came down from heaven, even the Son of man, 
which is in heaven.” He declared himſelf, then, to be 
in hcaven, at the very moment he was converſing with 
Nicodemus upon earth. And if we admit this ac- 


count, why not admit, what is not more unintelligible, 
the influence of the Spirit in regenerating, and ſanctify- 


ing the ſoul? | 

Jeſus having aſſerted his own authority as a divine 
and infallible witneſs of the things of God, proceeded 
to inform the Jewiſh ruler of the important benefits 
reſulting from his miſſion ; and hence we learn 

III. The deliverance of ſinners from condemna- 


tion through his gracious interpoſition. This doctrine 


ſhould be conſidered in connection with that already 
eſtabliſhed ; for it is a part of the fame glorious plan; 
and the one 1s as intereſting to us as the other, The 
foundation of both is laid in man's fallen condition: 
for, if that could be diſproved, the whole ſyſtem would 
be ſhaken, and fall to the ground together. We are 
aware, that it is an offenſive truth, but we are com- 
pelled by the ſtrongeſt conviction to maintain, that 
« we were by nature the children of wrath *;” and it 
is clearly implied in our Lord's addreſs to Nicodemus. 
For while he opened the grand ſcheme of divine mercy, 


he evidently argued upon the ſuppoſition, that we are 


in a ſtate of ruin, obnoxious to juſtice, Thus, when he 
aſſerted, © that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not 
periſh, but have eternal life; did he not plainly intimate, 


* Epb. ii. 3. 
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that all, conſidered only in themſelves, without the re- 
medy propoſed, are liable to periſn for ever? From the 
very grace, offered through the Saviour, we infer, that 
the whole human ſpecies, without excepting a ſingle 
inſtance, ſtand in need of redemption, and that there 
is ſuch depravity in their nature, as without reſtraint 
would infallibly lead them to final deſtruction. © God 
{ent not his Son into the world to condemn the world ; 
but that the world through him might be ſaved.” 
Now, where would have been the peculiar mercy, of 
forbearing to execute the ſentence of wrath, if we had 
not deſerved it? or, of preventing the miſery, into 
which we are not likely to fall? Let vs enter deeply 
into this important truth, without which the Goſpel 
will be no more to us than an entertaining ſtory : 1t 
may furniſh amuſement, but will not promote our ſal- 
vation, Are we affected, as we ought to be, with a 
conviction of our guilt and danger? What plea can we 
offer in arreſt of judgment? Let us thankfully accept 
the propoſal of deliverance, and urge with our offended 
God the mediation of his own Son. 

The diſpenſation of grace is here fully opened to 
Nicodemus. God is repreſented as looking down in 
compaſſion on our ruined race, and, through the incar- 
nation of Jeſus Chriſt, effecting redemption. He in- 
terpoſed, not from any view of merit in us, or the 
expectation of receiving a recompenſe; but we are 


taught to aſcribe our reſcue to his own ſovereign, free, 


and abundant mercy. God fo loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son.“ Well may we ex- 
claim with the Apoſtle, in deyout admiration, © Herein 
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is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and ſent his Son to be the propitiation for our ſins . 

Jeſus, then, according to the divine counſel, laid 
aſide his glory, and aſſumed © the likeneſs of ſinful 
fleſh,” that he might make reconciliation. He came 
down from heaven, not armed with vengeance for 
our deſtruction, but inviting ſinners of every deſcrip- 
tion to return unto God, with aſſurances of a full re- 
miſſion. Yet forgiveneſs is beſtowed, not merely by 
an act of indemnity, but in conſideration of an adequate 
ſatisfaction. The righteous character of God is pre- 
ſerved and diſplayed, while his juſtice demands a facri- 
fice, and the Saviour undertakes to anſwer that de- 
mand. © Without ſhedding of blood is no remiſſion ; 
but © it is not poſſible, that the blood of bulls and goats 
ſhould take away ſins ;“ and therefore Jeſus appeared 
for the very purpoſe of ſubmitting to the death of the 
croſs, that he might © obtain eternal redemption for 
us.” Thus he declared to Nicodemus, with reference 
to the peculiar nature of his ſufferings, © As Moſes 
lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the 
Son of man be lifted up.” His death was not, as ſome 
vainly talk, an accidental matter ; for he himſelf pre- 
dicted and ſpake of it as the appointed means of pro- 
curing our pardon and ſalvation. It was the end of 
his incarnation, and the object he kept in view, during 
the whole of his abode on earth. | 

We rejoice, that he hath made a full atonement 
by his blood, and therefore we can encourage every 


1 John iv. 10. + Heb. ix. 22. 4 1. 4. 


trembling 
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trembling penitent to © look unto him and be ſaved ;” 
becauſe he is “ the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the fin of the world *.“ If the Lord God ſhould deal 
with you according to the ſtrictneſs of his righteous 
law, your condemnation would be juſt and unavoid- 
able. But che Goſpel proclaims mercy to all, without 
exception, who feel and deplore their own wretchedneſs. 
Refuſe not the gracious tender, for“ whoſoever be- 
lieveth—ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting life.” 
To ſuppoſe, that your application to Jeſus will not 
ſucceed, is to caſt a foul reproach upon him, as if he 
meant not what he ſaid, or could not make good his 
own aſſurances. Give an unreſerved credit to his 
word, and plead his name in a confident expectation 
of obtaining reconciliation with your God. 

Let us not trifle in a buſineſs of unſpeakable im- 
portance, but remember that life and death are ſet be- 
fore us. Let us therefore impartially examine our- 
ſelves, while we conſider 

IV. The different ſtates and characters of thoſe 
who receive, and of thoſe who reject, the Saviour. 
Our Lord inſiſted on this ſubject in very ſolemn terms, 
at the cloſe of the conference, probably that he might 


ro- leave an awful impreſſion upon the mind of Nicodemus, 
of 8 and that from him the other members of the Sanhe- 
ing drim might be warned of their danger, if they ſhould 


continue in unbelief. The miniſters of Chriſt, in like 
manner, ſhould admoniſh their hearers, and draw the 
{ame line of diſtinction between them. 


* Ifa, xlv. 22. John i. 29. 
Vol. III. I Such 
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Such as fix their entire regard on Jeſus, and derive 
all their expectations of pardon and ſalvation from him, 
while they © abhor themſelves and repent in duſt and 
aſhes, are immediately received into the divine fa- 
vour, however numerous or aggravated their iniquities 
have been. The ſentence of the law, to which they 
would otherwiſe have been expoſed, has now loſt all its 
force: the Lord himſelf looks on them with delight, 
and will preſerve them to his heavenly kingdom. © He 
that believeth on him is not condemned.” How graci- 
ous the declaration! What a firm foundation for our 
hopes! What a continual ſource of comfort! Chrif- 
tians, ſhould it not draw forth your warmeſt gratitude 
and love, and excite you to holy diligence and zeal? 
Why ſhould you now be terrified or diſtreſſed by any 
occurrence? Depending on the aſſurance of your Re- 
deemer, with devout admiration ſay, O Lord, I will 
praiſe thee : though thou waſt angry with me, thine 
anger is turned away, and thou comfortedſt me *.“ 

How different the caſe of unbelievers! Poſlibly, 
they may aſſume certain ſpecious appearances of virtue, 
and pretend a high regard to morality ; yet, not being 
impreſſed with any deep conviction of fin, they have 
no true value for the Saviour, and refuſe him the ſub- 
miſſion he requires. On that ground, they will periſh 
eternally, Since faith in the Son of God is the only 
appointed means of deliverance from condemnation, all 
who are deſtitute of this principle, whatever elſe they 
may plead, remain under the ſentence of death. In- 
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deed, without any conſideration of their contempt and 
rejection of the Goſpel, as tranſgreſſors of the divine 
law they have incurred the threatened penalty: and 
who ſha!l acquit them? Jeſus Chriſt * was mani- 
feſted to take away our fins ;” but they can receive no 
benefit from that grace, which they deſpiſe. Nay, this 
very circumſtance aggravates their guilt, and not only 
enſures their puniſhment, but will increaſe their miſery 
for ever. © He that believeth not is condemned al- 
ready, becauſe he hath not believed in the name of 
the only-begotten Son of God.” Unbelief, there- 
fore, is an offence peculiarly heinous and more deſtruc- 
tive than any other, as it effectually bars the door of 
mercy. 5 ; 

Various objections are urged againſt this repreſen- 
tation. It is ſaid, that, while faith is inſiſted on, as 
the only point of diſtinction, the grand criterion by 
which the ſtates of men will be finally determined, we 
derogate from the holineſs and juſtice of God, as if he 
pai+ no regard to their moral characters. We reply, 
that none poſſeſs any moral excellence in themſelves, 
previous to their acceptance with God on the terms 
of the Goſpel, But the grace of God produces a di- 
ſerence; and ſuch a difference, as proves that he acts 
agreeably to his own perfections, both when he ſaves, 
and when he condemns, This is the deſcription here 
given by our Lord himſelf. 

Sinners will be judged for their contemptuous neg- 
lect of means afforded them; and it will be found, 
that the real cauſe of their rejection of the Saviour is 


a rooted averſion to that purity of heart and conduct, 
12 which 
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which his Goſpel requires. This is the condemna- 
tion, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds were evil. 
For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved.” 
We have here, then, an account, which cannot be con- 
troverted, why ſo many diſregard the gracious offers of 
ſalvation. It is a deformed and odious picture of all 
unbelie vers, and is drawn by him, who cannot err. 
They are obſtinately attached to wicked habits; and 
therefore they will not hear or honeſtly examine the 
doctrine, which would detect their depravity. They 
may probably aſſign ſome other reaſon, profeſs them- 

ſelves ready to liſten to argument, and complain of the 
want of evidence. But the true cauſe of their infide- 
lity is their own infincerity. On this ground the ſen- 
tence of condemnation will proceed againſt them ; and 
the equity of it will be univerſally allowed. 

The faithful Chriſtian exhibits an exact contraſt, 
He is not only juſtified by grace, but renewed 1n the 
ſpirit of his mind. A total change of conduct, there- 
fore, has taken place with him; nor is this an hypocri- 
tical pretence to ſanctity; he is inwardly, what he ap- 
pears outwardly. He is not afraid of detection, nor 
will he ſhrink from the moſt ſearching examination. 
te Ne that doeth the truth cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are wrought in 
God.” His holy practice, then, will be a public teſti- 
mony of his ſincerity, and an undeniable proof, that the 
Lord God, through the whole plan of ſalvation, main- 


tains a conſtant regard to his own righteous character. 
The 
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The believer will prefer no claim of merit, but his 
works which are performed in faith, will be exhibited 
to the view and admiration of men and Angels, and 
will obtain the approbation and reward of his God and 
Judge. 

A ſure teſt is here afforded us for the trial of our- 
ſelves. What reception do we give the Goſpel? Do 
we «© come to the light,” and deſire to be minutely 
ſearched by it? If not, how ſhall we defend or account 
for our contempt ? Have we ſuch reaſons to aſſign, as 
we dare allege before the tribunal of Heaven? Or ra- 
ther, would not our very excuſes, if properly weighed, . 
betray our hypocriſy and hatred of all goodneſs, fo as 
to overwhelm us with confuſion 2? While, therefore, 
the word of ſalvation 1s ſent unto us, let us © take heed, 
leſt there be in any of us an evil heart of unbehef, in 


departing from the living God *.“ 


* Heb. i. 12, 
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SECT. 6. 


j ! 4 i ee 
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Feſus, retiring from Jeruſalem to Galilee, paſſed through 
Samaria—converſed with a woman of Sychar—replied 
to his diſciples, who brought him food —aboede two 
days with the Samaritans, and had many converts — 
went to Cana, and cured the ſon of a nobleman at 


Capernaum. 


ee Tesvs hath left us an example, that we ſhould fol- 
low his ſteps “.“ It will, therefore, be neceſſary for us 
to contemplate this illuſtrious pattern with ſerious at- 
tention, that according to our meaſure we may copy 
after it. He, that ſaith he abideth in him, ought 
himſelf alſo fo to walk, even as he walked f. Among 
other particulars, which are propoſed for our imitation, 
his unwearied diligence and zeal, in accompliſhing the 
grand object of his miſſion, were very remarkable. 
his" His miniſtry, though contracted within narrow limits, 
lo 4 | was moſt laborious, For the laſt three years and a 
11 half, which is ſuppoſed to include the whole of his pub- 
lic life, he travelled much, and preached often; and 
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that too, with great fatigue both of body and mind. 
If we accompany him from place to place, we ſhall 
obſerve him conſtantly intent upon his work, forego- 
ing his own eaſe and temporal comfort, and cheerfully 
meeting extreme ſufferings, that he might be uſeful. In 
one word, © he went about doing good “.“ 

Have we nothing to learn from this deſcription ? 
Is it not likewiſe incumbent upon us to be active, for 
the ſhort ſeaſon we may continue here ? And ſhould we 
not deſire, not ſo much to live long, as to fill up our 
portion of time, whatever it may be, in an honourable 
and profitable manner? If we have the mind of Chriſt, 
we ſhall eageriy ſeize every opportunity, wherever we 
may travel, to glorify God and promote the {ſalvation 
of our fellow creatures; and thoſe we ſhall account 
good journeys indeed, which have contributed to the 
converſion of a ſinner, But alas! they, who follow 
the Saviour moſt cloſely, ſtill remain at a great diſtance 
from him. Even his faithful ſervants may juſtly be 
covered with confuſion, when they think how little 
they poſſeſs of his diligence,” ſelf-denial, fortitude, and 
zeal. How prepoſterous are ſloth and ſenſuality in 
thoſe who are called by his name ! 

It 15 probable that our Lord continued at Jeruſalem, 
and in the neighbouring parts of Judea, for ſome 
months after his conference with Nicodemus. But 
at length, his popularity having rendered him offenſive 
to the Phariſees, he judged it expedient, to retire from 
their obſervation. He therefore removed to Galilee 


Acts x. 38. | 
I 4 for 
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for his own ſafety, yet keeping in view the great object 
of his miſſion . A prudent attention to our own ſe- 
curity, when we are expoſed to the aſſaults or ſtrata- 
gems of enemies, is in no reſpect inconſiſtent with re- 
ligious fidelity and courage. We ſhould not ſhrink 
from danger, when we meet it in the path of duty; but 
in every other caſe to hazard our lives is raſhneſs and 
preſumption. | 

In paſſing from Jeruſalem to Galilee, he muſt of 
courſe go through the intermediate country of Sama- 
ria, which was then inhabited by a kind of degenerate 
Jews, mixed with heathens, who had introduced many 
idolatrous and ſuperſtitious cuſtoms 1nto the profeſſed 
worſhip of the true God f. Here he deſigned to make 
known his high character, and leave a bleſſing behind 
him; for which purpoſe a remarkable occurrence 
opened the way. The providence of God can ſo 
order the minuteſt circumſtances, as to render them all 
ſubſervient to his own gracious plan of bringing ſinners 
to himſelf. 

When he approached to the city Sychar (probably 
the ſame as Sychem in the old teſtament), being ex- 
hauſted with his long journey, he ſent his diſciples into 
the town to buy food, and himſelf ſat down weary, 
hungry, and thirſty, by a noted place called“ Jacob's 
well.” Thus it appeared, that he was very man, par- 
taker of our weakneſſes, and ſubject to our natural 
wants and infirmities, ſince he ſtood in need of a cup of 
water to refreſh him. Juſt at that time a woman of 


* John iv. 1, &c. 
+ Dr. Prid. Connect. Part 1. Book vi. 
| Samaria 
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Samaria drew near, whoſe neceſſities had led her to rhe 
well; and Jeſus ſolicited her aſſiſtance to quench his 
thirſt. This was not the whole of his intent, but ſerved 
chiefly as an introduction to his main deſign, of ſaving 
her precious ſoul, and making her an inſtrument of his 
glory. How great is his condeſcenſion, how tender his 
compaſſion, who waits not for the application of ſinners, 
but meets and prevents them with his goodneſs ! 

The woman expreſſed her ſurpriſe at his addreſs, 
fnce ſuch violent prejudices ſubſiſted between the Jews 
and Samaritans, that they would neither aſk nor receive 
any favours from each other. Ah ! what miſchiefs ſpring 
from a party ſpirit ! How often does it obſtruct all re- 
ligious and focial intercourſe between thoſe, who are 
connected by the cloſeſt ties! Jeſus, however, paſſing 
over the diſpute between the two nations, immediately 
gave a turn to the diſcourle, that he might lead her to 
the knowledge of himſelf. He intimated, that he had 
far better, even living, water to beſtow, and that, if ſhe 
had underſtood his real character, ſhe would have im- 
plored this bleſſing at his hands. Her reply diſcovered 
entire ignorance of his meaning; but Jeſus, with an 
aſtoniſhing meekneſs, bearing with her miſapprehenſions, 
explained and confirmed his former aſſertion. He de- 
clared, that the water which he propoſed to communicate 
was ſo ſuperior to the ſpring before them, that it would 
effectually and for ever quench the thirſt, and be a 
ſource of eternal bleſſedneſs to the ſoul. The woman 
{till reſting in groſs and carnal notions, like Nicodemus 
on another occaſion, conſidered him as ſpeaking only 


of common water, endued with ſome ſpecial virtues, 
| Alas! 
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Alas! how unapt we are to form any ſpiritual concep- 
tions ! © Our ſoul cleaveth unto the duſt *;” and it is 
with extreme difficulty that we admit any other ideas, 
than thoſe of earthly objects. On this account, they, 
whoſe office it is to teach and to admoniſh, ſhould 
be furniſhed with much parience and forbearance, that 


they may not be offended or diſcouraged, when their 
words are miſunderſtood. Though one method of in- 


ſtruction fails, another ſhould be attempted. It will 
be peculiarly proper, in order to convey religious truth 
with good effect, to aim at the conſciences of the audi- 
ence, and endeavour to fix in them a deep conviction 
of guilt. | 

Thus our Lord, perceiving the poor Samaritan's in- 
ſenſibility and diſregard of ſpiritual bleſſings, awakened 
her to a ſenſe of her ſinful and dangerous ſtate, by ſet- 
ting before her ſome circumſtances of her iniquitous 
conduct, which, however 1t might be concealed from 
others, was all expoſed to his view. © Go, call thy 
huſband,” ſaid he, „and come hither.” She replied, 
« | have no huſband:” upon which Jeſus obſerved, 
ec Thou haſt well ſaid, I have no huſband ; for thou 
haſt had five huſbands, and he, whom thou now haſt, 


is not. thy huſband: in that ſaidſt thou truly.” This 


ſtriking and unexpected diſcovery of the adulterous 
commerce, in which ſhe was then living, produced the 
deſired effect. She was inſtantly convicted, as if all 
her offences had been placed in array before her g. 
Yet, probably with a view to ſhift off ſo diſagreeable a 


* Pſa). exix. 25. + John iv. 29. 
ſubject 
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ſubje& as her own wickedneſs, while ſhe acknowledged 
Teſus to be a prophet from heaven, ſhe requeſted infor- 
mation of him touching the principal point in debate 
between the Jews and Samaritans. The latter re- 
tained only a part of the Moſaic law, and even that 
they had greatly corrupted. They had alſo erected a 
temple on mount Gerizim, in oppoſition to that at Je- 
ruſalem; and each nation contended eagerly for its 
place, as well as mode, of worſhip. 

Our Lord took the opportunity of explaining to 
the woman the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, then about 
to be eſtabliſhed, aſſuring her that all diſtinction of 
places would ſhortly ceaſe, ſo that men might every 
where have acceſs unto God, and ſerve him with ac- 
ceptance. He reproved the degeneracy of the Sama- 
titans; and while he aſſerted that the Salvation of God 
would proceed from the Jewiſh church, he foretold the 
abolition of their rites and ceremonies, and inſiſted 
ſttongly on the neceſſity of pure, fervent, and ſincere 
devotion. * God is a ſpirit: and they, that worſhip 
him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth.” The 
ſolemnity of this addreſs could not but affect her mind; 
and immediately ſhe was led to mention her expecta- 
tion of Meſſiah, the promiſed Deliverer, and of the re- 
ſormation which he would introduce. Prepared, no 
doubt, as our Lord then ſaw her, to receive the de- 
claration, without any further preface, or apprehenſion 
of danger from the diſcovery, he made himſelf known 
to her as the exalted Perſonage, whom ſhe looked for: 


I, that ſpeak unto thee, am he.“ 
And 
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And did he ever finally leave any humble inquirer 
in ſuſpenſe about his character, as the Saviour of the 
world? Does he not give all neceſſary information to 
every one, who earneſtly implores his direction? Yes, 
let us be encouraged to aſk and wait for his divine 
teaching: © Then ſhall we know, if we follow on to 
know the Lord *. Nay, the grace of Jeſus is ſo large 
and free, as to ſurpaſs all our conceptions. The hif- 
tory before us exhibits it as preventing grace. So far 
from diſdaining this poor, ignorant, bigotted, lewd, and 
wicked woman, he firſt made the overture of mercy ; 
or elſe, it ſhould ſeem, ſhe would not have ſought after 
him. He is ſtill acting the ſame kind and condeſcend- 
ing part towards ſinners of the preſent day. He ſends 
a meſſage of peace and love to you, and ſolicits your 
attention, Your paſt folly, your heinous iniquities, and 
inveterate evil habits, will be no objections or difficulties 
with him. He can inſtruct; He can pardon; He can 
ſanctify. © Whoremongers and adulterers,” ſo con- 
tinuing, © God will judge ;“ but whoremongers and 


adulterers may be converted by the grace of Jeſus, £ 


may become fincere followers of him, and then they 
ſhall inherit the kingdom of heaven. 

Do we ©« know the gift of God?“ Let us contem- 
plate its excellency and value, till our hearts burn 
with the moſt ardent deſires, that this gift may be 
ours. Have we drunk of this © living water ?” or do 
we thirlt for the refreſhing ſtreams ? If we retain our 


* Hol. vi. 3. + Heb, xiii. 4. 
fondneſs 
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fondneſs for the vanities of the world, we are ſtrangers 
to the © well of life ;” for this would have ſatisfied the 
ſoul; this would have made every other enjoyment, in 
compariſon, appear poor and contemptible. 

Perhaps it may excite our wonder, that a woman of 
Samaria, and ſuch a woman, ſhould obtain mercy, while 
many of the learned Doctors and devour Phariſees at 
Jeruſalem periſhed in unbelief, We adore the my- 
ſterious diſpenſation, and acknowledge it to be wiſe and 
holy. © Even fo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
fight *.” Our Lord himſelf declared to many who 
were highly eſteemed amongſt men, “ The publicans 
and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before 
you f.“ Let us beware, then, how we deſpiſe any, 
even of the loweſt character. There are laſt, which 
ſhall be firſt TJ.“ Without reflecting on others, let us 
give diligence for ourſelves, © to make our calling and 
election ſure 8.“ 

Nor let the great duties of Chriſtianity be forgotten 
or neglected, in an angry contention for ſome of its 
outward obſervances. We are called to © worſhip God 
in ſpirit and in truth,” Let us unite, then, in this 
one grand concern, and lay aſide our diſputes about 
inferior matters even 1n religion. If others will main- 
tain warm and furious debates concerning places or 
modes of worſhip, let us © exerciſe ourſelves unto god- 
linefs,” For, however attentive we may be to forms 
and ceremonies, ſo long as we do not love as brethren, 


* Mat. xi. 26. + Mat. xxi. 31, 
1 Luke x11. zo. § 2 Pet. i. 10. 


and 
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and ſerve God with inward ardour of devotion, we 
have not known Jeſus, nor rightly underſtood the de- 
ſign of his appearance. | 
The conference with the woman was probably in- 
terrupted by the return of our Lord's diſciples. After 
purchaſing proviſion in the town, they brought it for 
the refreſhment of their Maſter. Upon their approach, 
they were aſtoniſhed to find him in familiar converſa- 
tion with a woman of Samara; for they ſtill retained 
all the bigotry of Jews. Yet, ſuppreſſing their won- 
der, they came and beſought him to take ſome neceſ- 
ſary ſuſtenance, He, however, unmindful of his own 
wearineſs and hunger, and intent only on the grand ob- 
ject of his life, the ſaving of immortal ſouls, diſcovered 
no inclination to eat, but ſpake of receiving a better 
entertainment, than what they were acquainted with. 
His meaning was miſapprehended, as if he referred to 
nothing more than common food; for even the diſci- 
ples were ſlow in their conception of ſpiritual things. 
To correct their miſtake, he then declared more expli- 
citly, “ My meat is to do the will of him that ſent me, 
and to finiſh his work.” Foreſeeing that he ſhould 
have a multitude of converts among the Samaritans, he 
rejoiced, and called on them alſo to exult in the pro- 
ſpect: he encouraged them to labour in the work of 
the miniſtry, from the expectation of an abundant 
and glorious harveſt, which would iſſue in eternal 
life. | 
If we, like Jeſus, are intent on the duties of our 
reſpective offices, we may be diſpoſed, perhaps, on 
certain occaſions, to neglect ourſelves. It is not, in- 


deed, 
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= deed, incumbent on us to refuſe our food, but the cauſe 


3 


of God ought to be much dearer to us than our own 
neceſſary refreſnment. Whatever be our vocation, an 
employment is aſſigned us by the providence of God. 
To it, therefore, we ſhould attend, not with indiffer- 
ence, at if it were a ſecondary matter, but with the ſame 


eagerneſs and delight, which we feel in gratifying our 


ſenſes or miniſtering to the ſupport of our bodies. But 
do not many live, merely that they may eat and drink ; 
« whoſe God is their belly?“ How few inquire, what 
is the will of God; what is the proper work, which he 
would have them to finiſh? Even when we know our 
duty, are we not evidently averſe to, or weary of it? 
Not ſo the ſenſualiſt, when furniſhed with the _ 
ſuited to his appetite. 

Much of our Lord's addreſs to his diſciples is par- 
ticularly applicable to miniſters, who are © labourers 
in God's huſbandry,” appointed of him to ſow, to reap, 
and gather in the harveſt. Though their moſt ſtrenu- 
ous exertions cannot enſure ſucceſs, ſtill they mult be 
diligent and unwearied in culcivating the field, com- 
mitted to them, ever looking unto him, © who giveth 
the increaſe.” Nay, ſhould no preſent fruit appear, it 
ought not to be concluded, that all their pains are 1n- 
effectual. Others may © enter into their labours,” 
and diſcover the benefit in ſucceeding generations. 
The final harveſt approaches, when they ſhall receive 
their reſpective wages, according to their fidelity: 
and they will exult, not only in their own ſalvation, 
but in ſeeing thoſe, who, through their miniftry, 


were reſcued from fin and miſery, and conducted to 
eternal 
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eternal glory. Then, what anthems of praiſe, what 
grateful acclamations will be heard from every mouth, 
while © he that ſoweth, and he that reapeth, ſhall re- 
Joice together!“ | 

They, who are anxious to fave immortal ſouls, will 
be glad to obſerve the eagerneſs of the people, like that 
of the Samaritans, in flocking after Chriſt ; and, when 


' multitudes are crowding to the houſe of God, they 


cannot help ſaying, Surely, this is like the white ap- 
pearance of the fields, before the harveſt. May their 
prayers and expectations be anſwered by a plentiful in- 
creaſe in their different places, and by an abundant “ in- 
gathering“ into the heavenly garner, which may be 

their crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jeſus ! 
But to return to the woman of Samaria: the words 
of Jeſus made a deep impreſſion upon her mind. 
Such was the height of her tranſport, that ſhe forgot 
the trifling buſineſs on which ſhe had come to the well, 
and left her water-pot behind. Filled with wonder and 
Joy, and with an earneſt concern for her friends and 
neighbours, ſhe ran and proclaimed among the inhabi- 
tants of the city, that the Meſſiah was at hand, and in- 
vited them to accompany her to him, that they might 
be convinced for themſelves. How important is the 
converſion of one ſinner ; eſpecially as it may lead to that 
of many others ! You, who are acquainted with Jeſus, 
will recommend him to the notice and eſteem of every 
one, with whom you are connected. You will perſuade 
them to go with you to thoſe ordinances, where he has 
diſcovered himſelf to you, and be ready to ſay, © Come, 
and fee,” Perhaps, they may be influenced from 
your 
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your report, to hear and examine, and may © obtain 
like precious faith with you.” 

Multitudes of the Samaritans, having credited the 
teſtimony of the woman, came forth from the city; 
and anxiouſly deſirous to be confirmed in their depen- 
dence on the Saviour, by a perſonal intercourſe with 
him, they ſolicited his continuance. Never did he re- 
fuſe to gratify the wiſhes of ſuch, as truly ſought him, 
or to improve an opportunity of uſefulneſs, He there- 
fore yielded to their requeſt, and abode two days, 
preaching among them with acceptance and ſucceſs. 
So effectual was his word, that, though he appears not 
to have wrought any miracles there in atteſtation of his 
doctrine, many were convinced of his high character, 
and profeſſed a ſincere ſubjection to him, 

We inquire, . then, whether you have diſcovered 
the ſame eagerneſs, which the Samaritans did, to cul- 
tivate an acquaintance with Jeſus. By the miniſtry of 
his ſervants in the Goſpel, he himſelf draws near to you: 
but have you entreated his preſence and continuance ? 
Wie read of thoſe, who beſought him to depart out of 
their coaſts : and ſomething of a ſimilar ſpirit is mani- 
felted among ourſelves. But if you cordially deſire 
him, he will not merely viſit you in a tranſient manner; 
he will make his abode with you. Many have borne 
witneſs concerning him, and, like the woman, invited 
you to come and ſee for yourſelves. Have you cre- 
dited their report ? Or on what teſtimony is your faith 
built? Does it reſt entirely on the accounts of others, 
without any particular application to yourſelves? Or 

have you ſo experienced the power and grace of Jeſus, 
' - Vol Bk, : that 
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that you can ſay with the Samaritans, © Now we be- 


lieve, not becauſe of thy ſaying; for we have heard 


him ourfclves, and know that this is indeed the Chriſt, 
the Saviour of the world?“ | 

When his deſigns in Samaria were accompliſhed, 
he proceeded on his journey, but declined, for the pre- 
ſent, going to Nazareth, where, he was aware, the peo- 
ple entertained ſtrong prejudices againſt him: and in 
general it is allowed, © that a prophet hath no honour 
in his own country.” He turned afide, therefore, into 
another part of Galilee, and came again to Cana, where 
he had changed the water into wine. Here he met with 
a favourable reception; for many of the inhabitants 
had beheld the miracles, which he had done at Jeruſa- 
lem. Here alfo he difplayed his divine character by 
a freſh exertion of his power, more glorious. than the 
former. | 

During his ſtay in that town, an application was 
made to him by a nobleman from Capernaum, which 
was at a conſiderable diſtance, in behalf of his ſick, 
and, as he ſuppoſed, his dying ſon. In general, not 
many rich and honourable perſons of the world re- 
forted to him: but ſharp troubles will often conſtrain 
thoſe, who have been moſt averſe from Chriſt, to 
implore his preſence and aſſiſtance. Here was one 
of high rank, an attendant, probably, in the profane 
court of Herod, who, having heard of the fame of 
Jeſus, haſtened to him; and beſought him, in compaſ- 
fion to his diſtreſs, to heal his child. This circum- 
ſtance alone proved, that he poſſeſſed a meafure of faith, 


thongh mixed wich much unbelief. Perhaps, he had 
; | previouſly | 
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previouſly declared, that he would not be convinced, 
except he ſaw ſome miracle performed. For our Lord 
ſpake to him in language of reproof, which implied 
ſuch a diſpoſition ; © Except ye ſee ſigns and wonders, 
ye will not believe.” 

The nobleman, however, unwilling to take a denial, 
urged his requeſt with greater importunity: © Sir, 
come down, ere my child die.” He ſeems to have 
had low conceptions of the power of Jeſus, as if his 
bodily preſence were neceſſary for performing the cure. 
But Jeſus, while he anſwered his prayer, gave him an 
indiſputable proof, that his exertions were not limited 
to place, and that he could heal by a word, even at a 
diſtance, He ſaid therefore, © Go thy way, thy ſon 
liveth.” A declaration fo aſtoniſhing, we might have 
ſuppoſed, would have ſtaggered his faith; but he was 
enabled inſtantly to believe it, and he went home in full 
expectation of his ſon's recovery. Nor was he diſap- 
pointed: the happy news met him on the road; and it 
appeared, that the child was perfectly reſtored at the 
very time, when Jeſus had aſſured him of the favourable 
event. Thus a beloved life was preſerved, and, what 
was a matter of far greater conſequence, many perſons 
obtained the knowledge of ſalvation. For not only the 
nobleman, but all his family together, ſubmitted to Jeſus, 
with a firm and unreſerved reliance upon him. 

And, after ſuch abundant evidence, ſhall we fluc- 
tuate in our principles ? Shall we any longer doubt the 
power, or the grace of Jeſus? Is any caſe too hard for 
him? Or will he reject any humble application for 
mercy? We learn from this example, to recommend 

K 2 our 
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our children to his care. If they are not afflicted with 
bodily ſickneſs, their fouls are univerſally diſeaſed. 
Let us pray, therefore, Lord, come, and heal my 
ſon.” But let us not forget our own neceflity ; and 
therefore, while we aſk for our offspring, let us implore 
a bleſſing for ourſelves. Our faith may, at firſt, be 
weak, and our notions dark ; but if we are encouraged 
to have recourſe to Jeſus, and earneſtly ſolicit his gra- 
cious help, he will extend his compaſſion to us; and we 
ſhall ſhortly glorify him for his great ſalvation. 

While the character of Jeſus is exhibited, and indu- 
bitable proofs are brought, of his ability and readineſs 
ce to ſave unto the uttermoſt, is there one among us, 
who does not need, or deſire, his aſſiſtance? Oh, the 
fatal blindneſs, and wretched ſtupidity of men! They 
neglect and deſpiſe the Saviour, to their own everlaſting 
deſtruction. But you, whom affliction weighs down, 
or convictions of guilt terrify, behold the merciful Re- 
decmer, and ſay, © Lord Jeſus, to whom elſe can we 
apply? Thou only canſt relieve us.” He is ſtill the 
ſame, and, though at a diſtance, can inſtantly remove 
your complaints. His bodily preſence is not neceſſary: 
He can ſpeak the word, and your health ſhall be reſtor- 
ed, your peace of mind eſtabliſhed. Only believe his 
own gracious declarations: Go your way, expecting 
what he hath promiſed, and, according to our faith, 
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SECT, 7. 


Jeſus preached at Nazareth—miraculoufly eſcaped—dwelt 
at Capernaum— wrought various miracles—roſe early — 
took a circuit round Galilee—called four diſciples, after 


a miraculous draught of fiſhes. 


Sven an inhabitant as Jeſus, the world never ſaw 
either before or ſince. Every view of him, during his 
abode on earth, not only furniſhes inſtruction, but ex- 
cites amazement. Each part of his life is a proof of 
his own aſſertion, and a ſtriking comment on what he 
faid, © My meat is to do the will of Him that ſent me, 
and to finiſh his work *,” While we obſerve his ac- 
tivity, may we feel the force of his example, as an in- 
centive to diligence! And as we perceive with what 
ſtrength of evidence his high character and divine miſ- 
ſion were diſplayed, may our faith and hope in him 
abound more and more! | 
Wherever he travelled, he appeared as no common 
perſon: both the doctrines he delivered, and the mi- 
racles he wrought, proved inconteſtably, that he was 
more than an ordinary prophet, and no leſs than 
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the Saviour of the world, © over all, God bleſſed for 
ever“. 1 | 

« He returned in the power of the Spirit into Ga- 
lilee *:” being anointed to his office by the Holy 
Ghoſt, he was, by the ſame unction, directed, aſſiſted, 
and comforted in its execution. The power of the 
Spirit” ſo accompanied his miniftrations, as to carry 
a forcible conviction to the minds of others. © There 
went a fame of him through all the region round about: 
and he taught in their ſynagogues, being glorified of 
all.” We ſhall not wonder, that he engaged the ge- 
neral attention of the neighbourhood, if we take a view 
of his conduct, and the circumſtances which occurred, 
during his firſt circuit round Galilee, 

« He came to Nazareth,” which had been the place 
of his education, and principal reſidence till he entered 
on his public miniſtry, He had declined going thither 
for ſome time after his viſit at Jeruſalem, and turned 
aſide to the other parts of Galilee, on account of the pre- 
judices, which his townſmen entertained. He himſelf 
teſtified, that“ a prophet hath no honour in his own 
country: thoſe, who have known him in his child- 
hood, or lived with him on terms of intimacy, in a 
lower ſituation, are ſeldom diſpoſed to pay him rever- 
ence or attention, as a teacher of religion. We might 
have imagined, indeed, that Jeſus would have been an 
exception to this general obſervation, and that thoſe, 
who were witneſſes of his aſtoniſhing wiſdom and holi- 


Luke iv. 14, &c, 
| nels, 
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neſs, even at an early age, would have been prepared to 
liſten and ſubmit to his inſtructions. The fact, how- 
ever, was otherwiſe, as our Lord had foretold; for he 
was ſufficiently aware of the enmity of the Nazarenes 
againſt him. But, though he knew what his reception 
would be, he determined to. bear his teſtimony amongſt 
them, and give them an opportunity of manifeſting 
their real diſpoſitions. Nor are the miniſters of his 
Goſpel to be deterred from declaring the truth, though 
they have to combat with - prejudice and averſion, 
Neceſſity is laid upon them, and they muſt deliver 
their meſſage, whether men will hear, or whether they 
will forbear. | | 
Upon his arrival at Nazareth, “ he went, as his 
cuſtom was, into the ſynagogue on the Sabbath day.“ 
Ar Jeruſalem alone, where the temple ſtood, ſacrifices 
were offered and the Moſaic rites obſerved. - But in 
almoſt every town and village ſynagogues were erected, 
like our pariſh churches, for public worſhip, for prayer 
and praiſe, for reading and expounding the ſcriptures. 
To them our Lord reſorted, whenever he had oppor- 
tunity; ſo that he may be propoſed as a pattern of a 
diligent attendance on religious inſtitutions. But do all 
his profeſſed followers copy after him? Is it their cuſ- 
tom, their habitual practice, to frequent the houſe of 
God? Is there any excuſe to be urged for their neglect 
of it, which will bear examination ? If Jeſus thought it 
right to be a conſtant worſhipper in Jewiſh aſſemblies, 
who ſhall deſpiſe or turn away from Chriſtian ordi- 
nances? Who ſhall ſay, that he has no need of prayer 
e and 
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and the word of God, ſince Jeſus himſelf paid ſuch re- 
gard to them ? 

One particular perſon * each of theſe 
places, called © the Ruler,” who directed the ſervice, 
and had a power of appointing any man, ſeriouſly diſ- 
poſed and properly qualified, to officiate in it. Accord- 
ingly, upon the appearance of Jeſus in the ſynagogue 
at Nazareth, he was deſired to read; and what was 

probably a leſſon for the day, furniſhed him with a 
ſuitable text for his firſt ſermon among them. The 
attention of the congregation was fixed upon him, while 
they heard him repeat thoſe remarkable words, © The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anointed 
me to preach the Goſpel to the poor : he hath ſent me 
to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of ſight to the blind, to ſet 
at liberty them that are bruiſed, to preach the accept- 
able year of the Lord“ .“ The paſſage confeſſedly de- 
ſcribed the office of their expected Meſſiah; and, while 
they were anxious to know what application he would 
make of it, he ee declared that it was fulfilled in 
himſelf, 

The completion of the prophecy affords ſtrong con- 
ſolation to us. We are here taught to regard Jeſus, 
as the anointed of Gad, ſent from above, and as bring- 
ing with him the gracious offers of pardon for the 
guilty, peace for the miſerable, and ſalvation for thoſe, 
* who are ready to periſh.” In this repreſentation the 
ſinful, depraved, and helpleſs condition of man is clearly 
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implied; and the bleſſings of redemption are freely 
propoſed to the acceptance of all, who feel and lament 
the melancholy truth. If we pride ourſelves on any fan- 
cied goodneſs or ability of our own, we groſsly miſtake 
our caſe, and overlook the grand peculiarities of the 
Goſpel; nor can we receive thoſe important benefits, 
which Jeſus came to beſtow. He gives wiſdom to the 
ignorant, righteouſneſs to the guilty, ſanctification to 
the unholy, and redemption to the miſerable captive. 
But he confers no favour on the proud and ſelf, ſuffi- 
cient, who, not being ſenſible of their own neceſſities, 
will not ſubmit or apply to him. 

We aſk then, Are you © the poor,” of whom the 
prophet ſpeaks; poor, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, as perceiving, ' 
yourſelves deſtitute of every thing really excellent ? 
The Goſpel proclaims glad tidings in your ears: Jeſus 
brings a meſſage of mercy to you, and bids you take 
te the unſearchable riches” of his grace. | 

Or, are you diſtreſſed in mind, not on account of 
worldly loſſes, but from a conviction of your guilt 
and danger? Is your anguiſh extreme, ſo that, under 
the dread of God's diſpleaſure, you cry out, * Thy 
rebuke hath broken my heart? Jeſus is commiſſioned 
to adminiſter ſuitable and adequate relief, He will 
bind up your wounds, pouring in oil and wine,” and 
will continue his kind attentions to you, till the cure be 
perfected. It is his peculiar office © to heal the broken- 
hearted,” | 

Do you fear, that the ſentence of condemnation 1s 
gone forth againſt you, and that you are detained as 
* prifoners”.jn the hands of divine juſtice ? Such, in- 

| deed, 
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deed, is your. natural ſtate; nor is there any eſcape 
poſſible, but by the gracious interpoſition of Jeſus. 
He grants * deliverance to the captives,” cancels the 
ſentence, and proclaims a full forgiveneſs. Or, do 
you bewail your ſpiritual bondage, under the oppreſ- 
ſion of thoſe enemies, to whom you have long been 
ſubject, and who are too ſtrong for you? On this ac- 
count alſo, we would direct you to look unto Jeſus, 
who alone can reſcue you from this miſerable ſervitude, 
He calls upon you to aſſert your freedom: for © he 
ſays to the priſoners, Go forth; to them that are in 
darkneſs, Shew yourſelves *.“ 

You are diſtreſſed, perhaps, by your extreme igno- 
rance in divine things, and lament that all appears 
darkneſs and confuſion to your minds. It may be, 
that you had conceived highly of your own diſcern- 
ment, but now are free to confeſs, that you are ſpiri- 
tually © blind.” It is a happy change. While you 
ſaid, © We ſee,” you would have ſpurned at the pro- 
poſal of any one, to open your eyes. Now you cannot 
but welcome the Saviour, who © recovers the ſight ;” 
and exhorts you to“ anoint your eyes with eye- ſalve, 
that you may ſee F.” | 

Yet, after various ſtruggles and painful conflicts, 
your diſtreſs may probably increaſe, if no ſenſible de- 
liverance be wrought for you; and every attempt to 
gain your liberty may make your chains the more gall- 
ing and inſupportable. You are, therefore, fitly de- 
ſcribed, as being © bruiſed” with your fetters. But, 
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though you are heavily oppreſſed, and unable to extri- 
cate yourſelves, your caſe 1s not deſperate, Jeſus ap- 
pears with a powerful arm, which ſhall be exerted in 
your behalf. He hot only gives you permiſſion to go 
forth, but he himſelf will “ break your bands in ſunder,” 
releaſe you from the tyranny of the world, the fleſh, 
and the Devil, and © make you free indeed *.“ 

Should the deſponding fear ariſe, © We have ſinned 
ſo long and fo preſumptuoully, that mercy cannot now 
be extended to us; the time of grace is expired :” this 
great Prophet of our God will quiet your apprehenſions, 
while he © preaches the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
In his name we can aſſure you, that, if you return to 
your offended God, you ſhall all find a favourable re- 
ception, He waits to pardon and to bleſs you. This 
is the happy ſeaſon, prefigured by the ancient jubilee : 
the proclamation of the Goſpel, like the joyful ſound of 
the trumpet among the Iſraelites, declares, that your 
debt is cancelled, the appointed hour of your enlarge- 
ment is come, and your inheritance ſhall be reſtored, 
« Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of ſalvation F.” 

Such is the purport of that important prophecy, 
which our Lord applied to himſelf, and on which he 
inſiſted in his preaching to the Nazarenes. And what 
was the effect produced? They were ſtruck with won- 
der: the dignity and grace of the Speaker made a 
ſtrong impreſſion upon their minds. But admiration 
was all: they did not ſeriouſly conſider his words, or 
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believe his declarations. Their prejudices immediately 
appeared; and they began to cavil at the meanneſs of 
his birth and extraction. He knew what was in their 
hearts, and addreſſed them, probably with a particular 
reference to their very thoughts concerning him. He 
gave them to underſtand, that he was aware of their 
objections to his family and education, and that he ex- 
pected they would demand from him the ſame mira- 
culous operations, which he had wrought at Capernaum. 
But he warned them not to reject the evidence, offered 
to themſelves, while he maintained, that God, as a ſo- 
vereign Arbiter, is not accountable to any one; and 
that he has a right to diſpenſe his favours, as he pleaſes, 
Accordingly, many periſh, who are placed in the moſt 
advantageous circumſtances; and mercy 1s extended 
to others at a diſtance, whom we ſhould not have 
thought of. Thus he obſerved to them, that a poor 
Gentile widow was relieved by Elijah, while many 
widows 1n Iſrael were left to ſuffer all the ſeverities of 
famine :—a ſtranger and an enemy to Iſrael was cured 
of his leproſy by Eliſha, though the ſame dreadful diſ- 
eaſe continued to prey upon many others in the very 
country and under the immediate notice of the prophet. 
He intimated, then, that the. grace of the Goſpel might 
be ſent to ſome remote kingdom, even among the hea- 
thens, and that they themſelves might never experience 
the bleſſing, but be deſtroyed through their unbelief. 
This was more than they could bear: “ they were 
filled with wrath :” and the violence of their conduct 
ſoon diſcovered the enmiry of their hearts, Without 
regard to the day, the place, or the ſervice, they roſe 


* 
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up in the utmoſt confuſion ; and, with murderous rage 


having thruſt him out of their city, they were on the 


very point of caſting him down from a high precipice. 
But his hour was not yet come: no ſchemes could 
prevail to take away his life, till he was pleaſed to re- 
Gen it: and therefore by a miracle he paſſed through 
the midſt of them, and eſcaped unhurt. 

Ah! fooliſh people and unwiſe, who fo raſhly re- 
jected the Saviour ! We might be conſtrained to weep 
over their ſad caſe ; but it will become us rather to be 
anxiouſly concerned for ourſelves. What reception 
does Jeſus meet with amongſt us? His Goſpel excites 
the admiration of many, who know no more of it 
than the Nazarenes. They ſoon begin to cavil, and 


urge a variety of objections. It is in vain to anſwer : 


nay, perhaps, the molt temperate reply may increaſe 


their violence: nor would it be ſurpriſing, if the mi- 


niſters of Chriſt, hike their Lord and Maſter, ſhould 
be driven away with contempt and abhorrence. Ah! 
what availed it to live at Nazareth, to be near to Je- 
ſus, to obſerve his holy conduct, and to hear his gra- 
cious words? Or what avails it now, to be placed 
within the notice of the moſt excellent perſons, and 
under the moſt lively ordinances of religion? Even in 
ſuch circumſtances, you may feel a vehement hatred 
of the truth, But beware: whilſt you endeavour to 
get rid of that which gives you pain, you are rejecting 
your beſt mercies, and deſtroying your immortal ſouls, 
After his eſcape at Nazareth, our Lord took up his 


abode for ſome time at Capernaum; a city not far 


diſtant, but the inhabitants, 1t ſhould ſeem, were of a 
different 
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different temper and diſpoſition. Here he appears to 


have been particularly active in preaching on the Sab- 


bath days; and from this place, probably his chief 
reſidence, he went through the whole neighbourhood, 
teaching in their ſynagogues, and preaching the Goſpel 
of the kingdom. 

We admire the undaunted courage and unwearied 
aſſiduity of our Redeemer, in labouring to promote 
the ſalvation of men. Though his life had been at- 
tempted in one town, he deſiſted not from his work, 
but vigorouſly purſued it in another. The ſame line 
of conduct he preſcribed to his Apoſtles ; © When 
they perſecute you in this city, flee ye into another *.” 
Thus, alſo, ſhould his miniſters in every age be zeal- 
ous, diligent, and perſevering in their exertions for the 
benefit of ſouls. Inſtead of being diſcouraged by 
oppoſition, they ſhould renew their endeavours ; and, 
though prevented from doing it among certain per- 
ſons, whoſe welfare they anxiouſly deſire, in different 
ſituations they may be more ſucceſsful. 

What reception, then, did our Lord meet with at 
Capernaum? There were the moſt favourable and pro- 
miſing appearances: * They were aſtoniſhed at his 
doctrine; for his word was with power.“ It is proba- 
ble, that much and important good was effected: for 


we are told, that upon this occaſion was fulfilled the 


prophecy of Iſaiah, © The People which fat in dark- 
neſs ſaw great light; and to them, which fat in the 
region and ſhadow of death, light is ſprung up f.“ 


* Matt. x. 23, + Mart. iv. 16. Ifa. ix. 1, 2. 
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Happy, happy people, who gladly received, what others 
contemptuouſly rejected; who knew the time of their 
viſitation, and upon whom © the Sun of righteouſneſs” 
ſhone with ſuch abundant ſplendour ! Let us bleſs God, 
that our land alfo, which was once © the region and ſha-/ 
dow of death,” hath ſeen a great light, and that now we 


enjoy the meridian luſtre of a Goſpel day. Let us not 


be ſatisfied, however, to live in a Chriſtian country, 
but be folicitous to experience the ſaving efficacy of 
divine truth, which 1s preached and profeſſed among 
us. For this purpoſe, let us ſeriouſly attend to the 
doctrine of Chriſt, Though we have not his perſonal 
miniſtry, he ſtill ſpeaks to us by his faithful ſervants ;_ 
and we are not afraid to aſſert, that in numerous in- 


ſtances, how weak and unworthy ſoever the inſtrument 


may be, © his word is with power.“ O for the ſacred 
influence of the Spirit, ro apply it with energy to our 
hearts ! 

If we accompany our Lord, -we ſhall perceive him 
diſplaying his high character by the various miracles, 
which he performed in that neighbourhood. He de- 
nied to the men of Nazareth, on account of their 
violent prejudices, thoſe clear and ſtrong evidences, 
which he afforded to the inhabitants of Capernaum. 
This, indeed, is agreeable to his uſual procedure. To 
humble and fincere inquirers, he is pleaſed to give 
advantages and opportunities for attaining divine know- 
lege, which he juſtly and wiſely withholds from others. 
Let us be faithful according to the light we have; and 
he will eſtabliſh us more and more in the belief and 


love of the truth, 
While 
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While Jeſus was teaching in the ſynagogue at Ca- 
pernaum, a poor unhappy creature, under the influ- 


ence of an evil ſpirit, miſerably tormented, cried out- 


aloud in the aſſembly, Let us alone; what have we 
to do with thee, thou Jeſus of Nazareth? Art thou 
come to deſtroy us? I know thee who thou art, the 
Holy One of God.” This was a ſtriking confeſſion, 
perhaps unwillingly made by the Devil through an im- 
preſſion of terror, or elſe intended to bring the charac- 
ter of Chriſt into ſuſpicion, as if he were really confe- 
derate with wicked demons, and fo to lay a foundation 
for that objection, © He caſteth out devils through the 
prince of the devils “.“ | 

To ſhew that he wanted not a teſtimony of ſuch a 
kind, he rejected it with abhorrence, commanding the 
evil ſpirit to be filent and to come out of the man. 
Immediately at his word, the wretched ſufferer, after 
being violently convulſed, was perfectly reſtored. No 
wonder, that a general amazement took place, when 
Jeſus appeared fo decidedly ſuperior to the powers of 
darkneſs, and that the fame of ſo ſingular a character 
was ſpread abroad through all the country. 

The caſe of thoſe, who were poſſeſſed, has been the 
fubject of much inquiry and no little controverſy. 


Many would explain away the influence of Satan, and 


even deny his very being, and therefore they repreſent 
this poſſeſſion as nothing more than a common diſeaſe, 
But the deſcriptions, given in the New Teſtament, 
ſcem utterly inconſiſtent with ſuch an interpretation; 
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as the evil ſpirits were ſpoken to, and returned anſwers, 
diſtinct from the perſons themſelves, and ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances attending them can never be accounted for 
by any natural diſorder whatever. Surely, there will 
be no inconſiſtency in allowing, according to the lite- 
ral ſenſe of the ſcriptures, that the devils were then 
permitted to exerciſe an extraordinary power over the 
human body in many inſtances. Though we read or 
hear not of ſuch caſes in other periods of hiſtory, they 
might be ſuffered at that time, in order that the cha- 
racter of Chriſt, as our great Deliverer, and his com- 
plete victory and triumph over the prince of darkneſs, 
might be more clearly exhibited. ; 
We perceive the malice of Satan, who is diſpoſed 
to make uſe of every method, to Mraſs and torment 
us; and we are thankful, that his rage is reſtrained, 
But, though be practiſe not ſuch acts of violence, as 
formerly, upon the animal frame, does he therefore 
exert no influence, which is to be dreaded ? Alas! he 
has yet ſo ſtrong an aſcendency over the minds of men, 
that many © are taken captive by him at his will *.” 
With a deſtructive efficacy, © he now worketh in the 
children of diſobedience f. But we behold with love 
and admiration the divine Redeemer entering the liſts 
againſt him, and obtaining a complete conqueſt. He 
can © bind the ſtrong man,” and let the oppteſſed go 
free. © For this purpoſe the Son of God was mani- 
icited, that he might deſtroy the works of the de- 
vil :“ and, during the abode of Jeſus upon earth, full 
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ſcope was given for determining the conflict. We 
may, therefore, ſafely commit ourſelves to the care of 
our exalted Leader, who delivers his people © from 
the power of darkneſs,” and promiſes, The prince 
of this world ſhall be caſt out“. But let us not be 
ſatisfied with confeſſing, Thou art the Holy one of 
God.” This did the unclean ſpirit; and this may we 
alſo do, while confederate with Satan, Our ſyſtem of 
faith, poſſibly, may be orthodox, and our hearts, at 
the ſame time, filled with impure deſires, and enflaved 
to vile affections. The Goſpel needs no ſuch advo- 
cates ; nor will Jeſus accept our praiſes, or own us for 
his friends, whatever teſtimony we may bear for him in 
ſuch a ſtate, 

Common diſeaſes, likewiſe, were inſtantly removed 
by a touch or a word, The mother of Peter's wife 
being dangerouſly ſick, the caſe was repreſented to 
him ; nor was the application vain. With tender com- 
paſſion he relieved the diſtreſs of the family, command- 
ing the fever to depart, which threatened her life ; and 
the cure was ſo perfect, that ſhe was immediately able 
to wait upon the company. We regard him ſtill as 
the great reſtorer of health ; and his agency ſhould be 
acknowledged in the efficacy of what are called natural 
means. Phyſicians and medicines ſhould not be de- 
ſpiſed or neglected; but our dependence muſt be 
placed upon, and our ſupplications directed to, Him, 
in every time of trouble. ns 
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No caſe was too hard, nor was any humble petition 
for his help ever rejected. When the ſun was ſet- 
ting, all they that had any ſick with divers diſeaſes 
brought them unto him : and he laid his hands on every 
one of them, and healed them.” This was done on 
the cloſe of the ſame day, in which he had been preach- 
ing at Capernaum, when the. Sabbath, according to 
their computation, was ended: for thev profeſſed ſuch 
a high regard for that ſacred ſeaſon, that they thought 
it unlawful to carry, or even to heal, their ſick, till the 
cvening. Then alſo, in various other inſtances, he 
triumphed over the malice and power of Satan. He 
caſt out many devils, who all proclaimed him to be 
the Meſſiah: but he rejected their teſtimony, as be- 
fore, that he might not ſeem to be acting in concert 
with them. 5 
After the Sabbath had been thus ſpent, probably 
with much bodily fatigue, he roſe very early the next 
morning, “ a great while before day *.” Retirement, 
contemplation, and prayer, were the refreſhment and / 
che ſolace, which he ſought. Bleſſed Jeſus! how does 
thy example reprove our ſloth and ſenſual indulgence ! 
We allow the neceſſity of ſecret devotion ; but how 
many excuſes do we urge for our neglect! Our time 
is ſuppoſed to be ſo much wanted for other engage- 
c ments, that we can find little or no leiſure for this. 
* But our Lord has taught us to deny ourſelves the gra- 
tification of ſleep, and rife early, that we may ſecure 
an opportunity of waiting upon God, and thus draw 
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down from him renewed ſupplies of grace from day to 
day. Thoſe, who are engaged in public life, have 
eſpecial need of this caution: for a conſtant hurry of 
employment, even in religious concerns, may diſtract 
and enervate the mind, unleſs its ſtrength be repaired 
by frequent retirement. 

But, though privacy ſhould be ever ſo delightful to 
us, we muſt be content to have it interrupted. When 
the work of God calls us away, we muſt go with cheer- 
fulneſs and vigour. © The people ſought him, and 
came unto him, and ſtayed him, that he ſhould not 
depart from them.” It might have been agreeable to 
himſelf, to have fixed his abode amongſt perſons ſo 
much attached to him. But he reſiſted their ſolicita- 
tions; and, with eager deſire to promote the end of his 
miniſtry, he ſaid, I muſt preach the kingdom of 
God to other cities alſo; for therefore am TI ſent.” 
Accompanied, then, by certain diſciples, he took a 
circuit throughout Galilee, publiſhing the glad ridings 
of ſalvation, and confirming his doctrine by miraculous 
operations. In the. courſe of that journey aſtoniſhing 
cures were performed, and ſuch a general admiration 
excited, that immenſe multitudes from various and 
diſtant places reſorted to him“. This was a pleaſing 
fight; but we know, that, with reſpect to many, they 
ſaw, and heard, and wondered, without any real be- 
nclit to themſelves. It is ſo now. Great numbers are 
drawn together by the faithful preaching of the Goſpel; 
and there are thoſe, who ſeem deeply affected by the 
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Is us CHRIST. 149 
things which are ſpoken; yet, notwithſtanding their 
profeſſed approbation and zeal, we have no reaſon to 
conclude, that they feel the ſaving efficacy of the truth. 

It has been obſerved, that our Lord was attended 
by certain diſciples, and an account is given us, at the 
commencement of this journey, of the manner in 
which four of them, viz. Peter and Andrew, James 
and John, were called to this attendance“ . The two 
former, at leaſt, had been attached to his ſervice be- 
fore, though not ſuch conſtant followers, as to forſake 
their common employments. But now, as he travel- 
led much, their preſence and aſſiſtance upon all occa- 
ſions became more neceſlary ; and it was deſigned, 
that, by accompanying him throughout his miniſtry, - 
they themſelves ſhould be gradually prepared for the 
work. They were all of one occupation, and that of 
mean eſtimation in the world ; for they were fiſhermen, 
Jeſus ſought not his Apoſtles out of the palaces of 
kings, or the ſchools of philoſophers : but, while he 
choſe the poor and the unlearned, it more evidently 
appeared, that © the excellency of the power” in their | 0 
preaching “ was of God, and not of men.“ 

When he addreſſed himſelf to them, he found them 
diligently engaged in their buſineſs: and we alſo are 
taught to expect his favourable notice, though our time 
and attention be much taken up with the loweſt offices 
of life. The people in Galilee with great eagerneſs 
5 preſſed after him to hear his inſtructions, not merely in 
0 the ſynagogues, but wherever he went. On one oc- 


* Mark i. 16—20. Luke wy beg. -:-:- 
| = caſion, 
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caſion, therefore, we perceive him delivering his doc- 
trines by the ſea ſhore, and out of Peter's veſſel. 

When this was done, that he might encourage. Peter 
and his three companions the more cheerfully to follow 
him, by affording them a ſort of typical repreſentation 
of the wonderful effects, which ſhould be produced by 

their miniſtry, he deſired them to launch into the deep, 
and let down their nets. Peter replied, that they had 
laboured all night in vain, but that, animated by his 
direction, they would make another attempt. He, 
that gave the word, commanded ſucceſs, and proved 
that he was Lord of the whole creation: through his 
influence, an immenſe multitude of fiſhes were brought 
to the net and taken up, ſo as to fill them all with 
amazement. The preſence of the God of nature was 
acknowledged; and Peter in particular, overwhelmed 
with confuſion and terror, under a ſenſe of his unwor- 
thineſs and unfitneſs to ſtand before ſuch an exalted 
Perſonage, cried out, Depart from me, for I am a 
ſinful man, O Lord.” The Saviour, however, in- 
ſtantly diſperſed his fears, and then explained the mi- 
racle, as exhibiting an event of far greater coniequence, 
the ſucceſs of his preaching, ſince from that time he 
ſhould “ catch men.” 

Now they could not hefitate to devote themſelves 
wholly to his ſervice: for what had they to dread? 
With readineſs, therefore, they forſook their worldly. 
occupations and connections, no longer anxiaus about 
their nets, their ſhips, or their friends; and, at his in- 
vitation, became his conſtant followers. Nor did their 
Lord diſappoint the hopes, which he gave them. When 

6 three 


— 


=> II —— 


= == = = — — = . 
— — — — —. — —— I —— — Ins —— TH = — — © 

5 — —I__——— Mao 4  - - — —— = * — — ——— 2 _ = 2 -2 "Js * 
a — — — — x — — 5 — 1 - 


— — —— — — — — = _ 
— = — —— — — 2 — — — — — = — 
— — — — 3 = — == = = = — — — ws * - 

= _ = — * p 1 = 


1 


3 


= — 
— — 
— —ͤ—‚— 


7 
Li 
at 
* 
tt 
NP 
! 
4 
f 
0 
| | 
; 
141 
14 
; 
1.098 
NMI. 
WJ 
'N {ls 
141 
WT 
ny | 
1 
1 
wil | 
* 
my 
jt 
"1 
i 11 
mn 
%% 
i . 
11.1. 
Wer 
i'd 
wi 
94} 
1 4 
' 
1 
x 


JESUS CHRIST. 151 
three thouſand ſouls were converted by their miniſtry 
on the day of Pentecoſt, they appeared indeed to 
« catch men,” and a far more ſtupendous miracle was 
wrought, than this draught of fiſhes. | 

Shall not we, alſo, confeſs and adore the divine 
power of Jeſus? But let us not ſay, « Depart from 
me, O Lord ;” but rather, Come, Lord, to my help, 
for I am a ſinful man: Come, and ſubdue, as well as 
pardon, mine iniquity, that I periſh not, as I deſerve !” 
But are we willing to follow Chriſt? And do we re- 
ſolve to forſake all, though not exactly as the Apoſtles 
did, yet fully and deliberately to give up and to ſuffer, 
whatever he may require? If not, we cannot be his diſ- 
ciples. O may that fame energy, which ſo diſpoſed 
their minds, be exerted upon us! Eſpecially, may the 
miniſters of Chriſt, in our day, obey his call ! May they 
be furniſhed for their office, by an abundant meaſure 
of faith, love, and zeal, and fo taught to caſt the net of 
the Goſpel, that they alſo may catch men, and bring 
them to the knowledge and the ſervice of their divine 
Mafter! Amen. 
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SECT, 8. 


The firſt part of our Lord 's ſermon on the mount, con- 


taining the eight beatitudes. 


Ir we conſider, what manner of perſon Jeſus was, 
how uncommon the works he performed, and the in- 
ſtructions he delivered, we ſhall not be ſurpriſed, that 


immenſe multitudes flocked to him from every quar- 


ter. We ſhall rather wonder, that they were not more 
deeply affected by what they ſaw and heard, and that ſo 
few in compariſon became ſincere converts and diſci- 
ples. During his abode in Galilee, when he perceived 
hifnſelf ſurrounded by a numerous aſſembly, with ge- 
nerous compaſſion for their ſouls he ſeized the oppor- 
tunity to preach a ſermon of peculiar extent and impor- 
tance, in which he declared, more publicly and ex- 
preſsly than he had done before, the purpoſes of his 
coming, and explained more clearly the ſpiritual nature 
of his kingdom *. © He went up into a mountain,” 
probably that his voice might reach to a greater diſ- 


tance, and, according to the cuſtom of the Jewiſh 


* Matt. v. 1, &c. 
teachers, 
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teachers, he was ſeated whilſt he gave his inſtruction. 
His diſciples were his near attendants, and to them in 
2 more immediate manner he directed ſome parts of his 
diſcourſe, whilſt many things concerned the multitudes 
at large. With peculiar ſolemnity * he opened his 
mouth, and taught them” with ſuch wiſdom and ma- 
jeſty as aſtoniſhed them all. 

This ſermon of our Lord upon the mount is a rich 
and invaluable treaſure, containing inſtructions of the 
higheſt moment. We do not ſay, that it is an explicit 
and entire declaration of the Goſpel method of ſalva- 
tion; for the ſeaſon was not then come for the won- 
drous plan to be ſo fully diſcloſed, as it afterwards was. 
During the continuance of Jeſus upon earth, before he 
had finiſhed the myſtery of redemption by the ſacrifice 
ol himſelf, he thought it not proper to inſiſt, very mi- 
nutely or very publicly, on the nature and reaſons of his 
death, or on the ſpiritual benefits to be received through 
faith in his blood. On theſe ſubjects, indeed, he was 
not wholly filent, but he left them to be further opened 
to the Apoſtles themſelves by the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, that they might communicate them to the world, 
after the grand event had taken place, We are, there- 
fore, to look for a more perfect ſummary and clearer 
account of evangelical doctrines in the apoſtolical writ- 
ings, than in the hiſtory of our Lord's life. Some 
have aſſerted, that nothing more need be preached 
to the people, than what the ſermon on the mount con- 
tains; yet perhaps theſe very perſons would not be 
willing, that every part of this diſcourſe ſhould be 
cloſcly preſſed upon their conſciences. Let us pay all 

poſſible 
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poſſible deference arid reſpect to every word of Jeſus, 
and endeavour to enter into the full meaning and im- 
portance of this ſolemn addreſs : but let us not preſume 
to fay, what ſorne have abſurdly and impiouſly main- 
tained, that this alone is- ſufficient, as if every other 
portion of the ſcriptures might be ſafely expunged or 
diſregarded. 

It ſeems to have been the deſign of Jeſus, on the 
occaſion before us, to prepare his hearers for a more 
cordial reception of the Goſpel, and to lead them 
gradually to the knowledge of himſelf. With that 
view be endeavoured to correct the falſe notions they 
had imbibed concerning his kingdom, and to impreſs 
upon their minds a deeper ſenſe of ſpiritual and eter- 
nal things. He ſpoke, therefore, in ſuch a manner, as 
to diſplay the dignity of his own character, and to ſhew 
the neceſſity of their ſubmiſſion to him. He pro- 
nounced benedictions, as being inveſted with ſupreme 
authority; he interpreted the divine law, not as a com- 
mon expounder, but as the fovereign Lawgiver, with 
* I s4ay ux TO You,” and repreſented the grand deci- 
fions of the univerſal judgment as depending upon 
himſelf, everlaſting life or everlaſting mifery being 
awarded to the ſons of men Ry to his irreverſible 
ſentence. 

May we liſten with reverence and profound atten- 
tion to this glorious Prophet, and, while we meditate 
on his word, may we learn his will, and bow with un- 
feigned ſubjection to his command! 

In the firſt part of his ſermon, he appears like the 
great High Prieſt, bleſſing his people. He ſpeaks, 
| | not 
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not as from mount Sinai with thunderings and light- 
11125, * but with invitations and promiſes of mercy. 


e had been already preaching, The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand;” and of this his followers enter- 


:21ned very groſs conceptions, expecting that he would 
deckt a temporal dominion with outward pomp and 
{>lendour, and exalt them to places of power and dig- 
nity. But now he ſtrikes at the root of their errors, 
ſhewing them that his kingdom 1s of a ſpiritual nature: 
au after giving a deſcription, contrary to their pre- 
conceived ideas, of the tempers and bleſſedneſs of its 
true members, he repreſents it as indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary, that they ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by a Powe 
holinefs. ; 
Here are eight different parts of the Chriſtian cha- 
rater delineated; to each- of which a promiſe 1s an- 
nexed, and on each a bleſſing pronounced. Theſe 
are not to be ſeparated, as if the Chriſtian might poſ- 
ſeſs no more than one of them; for they are united in 
the man of God, and the combination of the whole 
conſtitutes his excellency. There is alſo a beautiful 
connection between them, and one may be conſidered 
as = to another. | 
. © Bleſſed are the poor in \ ſpirit.” Though the 
Lord pays no regard to us for our outward condition, 
ſince © he accepteth no man's perſon,” yet thoſe, who 
are © rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom,” are ge- 
nerally found among © the poor of this world * ;” and 
it mult be allowed, that their ſituation expoſes them to 


* James ii. 5. 
| the 
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the feweſt temptations. But © the haughtineſs of men” 
of every rank, whether poor or rich, © ſhall be bowed 
down * :” for thoſe only can receive the ſalvation of the 
Goſpel, who are ſenſible of their ſpiritual indigence. 
They feel and confeſs, that they are deſtitute of every 
thing truly valuable before God; and, having no poſ- 
ſeſſions to boaſt of, they are willing to come as needy 
ſupplicants, that they may be relieved out of the inex- 
hauſtible fulneſs of Jeſus. A knowledge of themſelves 
has taught them, that they have neither wiſdom, righte- 
ouſneſs, nor ſtrength, and under ſuch a conviction, they 
may conclude againſt themſelves as unfit objects for the 
notice of a holy God. But Jeſus ſpeaks to their caſe, 
and declares, not only that they may hope for, but that 
they have already obtained mercy. They © are bleſſ- 
ed.” The world may pity and deſpiſe them; but 
thus ſaith the Lord, who-dwelleth in the heavens, © To 
theſe men will I look :“ nay, he hath begun to mani- 
felt his favour to them. © Their's is the kingdom of 
heaven.” Of ſuch only does the Church of Chriſt be- 
low conſiſt, and from ſuch is the Church above reple- 
niſhed. None others do ſincerely ſubmit to Jeſus, and 
partake of his grace ; and theſe alone ſhall reign with 
him for ever: he hath reſerved for them © a crown of 
glory,” and a © kingdom that cannot be moved.” 

2, © Bleſſed are they that mourn.” Unfeigned and 
deep diſtreſs cannot but follow from real poverty of 
ſpirit. Thoſe, therefore, who know themſelves, will 
be © mourners in Zion.” How many cauſes of ſorrow 


* Iſa. ii. 11. + Ixvi. 2. 


do 
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do they diſcover ! Their tears flow down for the ſake of 
others, when they behold the fin and miſery, which are 
in the world. But, being in the firſt place concerned 
for themſelves, they weep before God with ſincere 
contrition, not ſo much for the preſent inconveniences 
or future dangers, to which their iniquities may expoſe 
them, as for the heinouſneſs of their conduct againſt 
that great and gracious Being, who has the ſtrongeſt 
claims to their gratitude, love, and ſervice. They may 
be derided for their dejection of mind, as if they were 
loſt to all happineſs : but it is otherwiſe; © They, that 
ſow in tears, ſhall reap in joy *.“ It is a peculiar mercy 
to be brought into this very ſtate : for now it appears, 
that the Lord hath a tender regard to them. He 
c hath begun a good work in them,” the effect of 
which, though painful for the preſent, will be © quiet- 
neſs and aſſurance for ever .. The lips of truth de- 
clare, © they ſhall be comforted.” Perhaps they fear, 
« they ſhall lie down in ſorrow ;”* but, under the influ- 
ence of the Holy Ghoſt © the Comforter,” they ſhall 
receive ſtrong conſolation. Through a diſcovery of 
the power and. grace of Jeſus, they ſhall be © filled 
with all joy and peace in believing:” and ſoon ſhall 
every tear be wiped from their eyes, when they ſhall be 
admitted to a complete and uninterrupted happineſs in 
heaven. | 

2. © Bleſſed are the meek.” Wherever there is 
2 proper apprehenſion of the nature of ſin, a total re- 
novation takes place in the affections of the mind. 


* Pal, cxxvi. 5. + Iſa. xxxii. 17. 
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« The lofty looks of man are humbled,” and the 
fiercenels of his temper is reſtrained. Such is the 
origin of true ſpiritual meekneſs, which will produce 
an humble deportment towards God and man. Thoſe, 
who are partakers of this grace, will bow down with 
ſubmiſſion to the ſovereign will of God, without mur- 
muring or cavilling at his appointments or commands, 
and, ſenſible of their own ignorance, will implore and 
obey his guidance. With reſpect to their fellow crea- 
tures, they will not be forward or aſſuming, but“ take 
the loweſt room; not peeviſh or ſelf-willed, but kind 


and gentle; not eaſily provoked, or implacable under 


injuries, but they will return good for evil, bleſſing for 
curſing. The world in general are ſo oppoſite, that 
theſe perſons may, probably, be ſcorned as men of 
mean and little minds, deſtitute of all proper firmneſs 
and dignity. But the grace of God is upon them; and 
he, who hath implanted this diſpoſition in them, will 
teſtify his approbation. They are happy; and none 
others have any true ſatisfaction; for all thoſe affections, 
contrary to meekneſs, ſuch as pride, anger, cruelty, and 
revenge, imbitter the ſpirit and invariably produce mi- 
ſery. But © the meek ſhall inherit the earth, and ſhall 
delight themſelves in the abundance of peace v. They 
taſte the ſweetneſs of life, and have the moſt exalted 
pleaſures which earth can afford; for inward tranquil- 
lity gives the higheſt reliſh to every enjoyment in this 
world : and theſe only ſhall © inherit the land” of bliſs 


* Pal. xxxvii. 11. 
and 
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and glory, of which the land of Canaan wa a pe, 
« and dwell therein for ever *.” 

4. © Bleſſed are they, which do hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs,” With what eagerneſs do men in 
general purſue preſent objects]! But they, who are un- 
der a-divine influence, have fixed their ſupreme and 
mott ardent affections upon things ſpiritual and eternal; 
and theſe they covet with a vehemence, which reſem- 
bles our natural longings for meat and drink, when we 
ſuffer the extremities of hunger and thirſt, - In prefer- 
ence to every other object, they deſire to poſſeſs © the 
righteouſneſs of God; that righteouſneſs, which will 
anſwer the demands of his law, and that alſo, by which 
alone they can ſerve him with acceptance upon earth, 
and be fitted for the complete and everlaſting fruition | 
of him in heaven, From a conviction of their guilt 
and depravity they perceive their inability to juſtify 
themſelves; and then, with the utmoſt importunity in- 
quire, © How ſhall man be juſt with God!“ They feel 
likewiſe a want of conformity, in their hearts and lives, 
to the will of God; yet cannot be ſatisfied without it. 
While they contend with the corrupt affections of 
the ſoul, they pant after its total renovation, and pray 
moſt fervently, to be © holy in all manner of conver- 
lation.” 

Happy indeed is the man, in whom deſires like theſe 
are excited! They are not the wiſhes of ſenſualiſts or 
worldlings, but of them only, whom God hath bleſſed; 
and he will give them more grace, They ſhall not 


* Pſal. xxxvii. 29. 
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be diſappointed, but abundantly gratified by a ready 
communication of thoſe benefits, which they ſo ardently 
covet: © they ſhall be filled.” The Lord “ fatisfieth 
the longing ſoul, and filleth the hungry ſoul with good- 
neſs *.” They ſhall be completely juſtified through 
the righteouſneſs of their Redeemer, and ſhall ſtand 
with confidence before God: being ſanctified by the 
Spirit, they ſhall perſevere in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs. They are, therefore, encouraged to indulge 
the moſt delightful expectations: © Let the heart of 
them rejoice, that ſeek the Lord f.“ | 
5. © Bleſſed are the merciful.” Such, as have been 
now deſcribed, will not confine their attention to them- 
ſelves; but, having © taſted that the Lord is graci- 
ous,” will feel compaſſion for their fellow-creatures, and 
ſhew mercy according to their abilities and opportu- 
nities. There will be various occaſions for the exer- 
ciſe of this temper, owing to the ignorance, fin, and 
miſery, which have overſpread the world. They will, 
therefore, conſult the happineſs and welfare of all 
around them, and, under the ſtrong influence of Chriſ- 
tian benevolence, will endeavour to pleaſe and profit 
them. Accordingly, they will give © the ſoft an- 
ſwer,” which © turneth away wrath ;” and © in their 
tongues will be the law of kindneſs,” becauſe the law 
of love governs their hearts. This will alſo be evinced 
by their actions, as well as profeſſions. They will 
cheerfully relieve the neceſſitous, feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, and viſit the ſick, Nor will their 


* Pal, cvii. . + er. 3. 
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compaſſionate regard be confined to the body; but, 


deſire ta warn the careleſs and inſtruct the ignorant, if 
ſo be they may bring them into the way of righteouſ- 
neſs and peace. | 

Theſe alone poſſeſs real tenderneſs and liberality of 
mind; and it muſt be generally allowed, that ſuch per- 
ſons are the moſt happy in themſelves, an ornament to 


religion, and a bleſſing to ſociety where they live. 


But they are of a heavenly extraction, born from 


above. The merciful temper, here deſcribed, is fo 


contrary to the natural ſelfiſhneſs and cruelty of the 
human heart, as to form a ſtrong evidence of divine 
grace. Theſe, then, are they, who are truly © bleſſ- 
ed; and © they ſhall obtain mercy.” This is the 
character of all, whom God hath reconciled to himſelf; 
by ſuch marks they are to be known and diſtinguiſh- - 


ed: and it is an unwarrantable preſumption to imagine 


ourſelves in the favour of Heaven, without this influ- 
ence of* the Spirit, diſpoſing us to ſhew fayour to our 
fellow creatures upon earth. 

6. © Bleſſed are the pure in heart.” The Lord is 
a God of purity, who © defires truth in the inward 
parts,” and is not to be impoſed on by any external 
diſplay or pretences of piety. But ah! © how abomin- 


able and filthy is man“ !“ He has © yielded his mem- 


bers ſervants to uncleanneſs,“ his “ mind and con- 
ſcience is defiled,” his © heart deſperately wicked .“ 
We muſt, therefore, not merely be reformed, as to 


* Job xv. 16, + Rom. vi. 19. Tit. i. 15, Jer. xvii. 9. 


Vor, III. 5 groſs 


with generous concern for the ſouls of men, they will 


* 
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groſs immoralities, but © renewed in the ſpirit of our 
mind *.” The ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom are © born 
again,” their principles are changed, their tempers 
ſanctified. They renounce all iniquity, not in appear- 
ance or profeſſion only, but with a cordial deſire and 
determination never more to return to it. They cheer- 
fully © yield themſelves unto God,” and he is pleaſed 
to make their hearts his own habitation through the 
Spirit. Theſe, then, are * the bleſſed of the Lord: 
for, however they muſt deny themſelves many ſenſual 
gratifications, the Lord God hath beſtowed upon them 
nobler enjoyments. They are ſeparated from the world: 
but he hath conſecrated and united them to himſelf; 
and it ought to fuffice, that they ſhall ſee God.“ 
Even here, he will manifeſt his grace and glory, and 
« lift up the light of his countenance upon them,” 
And can any earthly delights be compared with their 
happineſs, when they are favoured with his viſits, and 
the diſcoveries of his love ? Yet this is only an earneſt 
of their future felicity. Soon ſhall the vail, which now 
in a great meaſure hides from them the brightneſs of 
his face, be entirely removed ; and, when admitted to 
that beatific viſion, they ſhall be transformed into his 
righteous image. We ſhall be like him; for we 
ſhall ſee him, as he is: —“ and fo ſhall we ever be with 
the Lord 4.” 8 

7. © Blefied are the peace- makers. In fuch a 
world as this, various contentions may be expected, 
which will prove and evidence our characters and diſ- 


* Eph, iv. 23. + 1 John iii. 2. 1 Theſſ. iv. 17. 
; poſitions. 
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poſitions, Amidſt warm and angry debates, the men 
of grace will be diſtinguiſhed by their labouring for 
peace. They © ſtudy to be quiet,” and to promote 
harmony in their families and neighbourhood, willing 


rather to ſacrifice their own intereſt, than bitterly to 


ſtrive for it. Having much forgiven them, they refuſe 
not to forgive a brother, though offending * ſeventy 
times ſeyen;“ but eagerly embrace him, and renew 
their aſſurances of kindneſs. It grieves them to ob- 
ſerve diſcord among others, and as far as their influ- 
_ ence will extend, they endeayour to repair the breach, 
and effe& a reconciliation. This 1s indeed a happy 
remper, and we need not fear to pronounce the poſſeſ- 
ſors of it © bleſſed,” not only as enjoying a ſweet 
tranquillity of mind, but as having in themſelves an 
evidence of the divine favour. For, by their reſem- 
blance of him, who is the God of peace and love, they 
prove their relation to him, and ſhall be taken notice 
of under the honourable diſtinction of his children, 
They are © born of God,“ who has put his Spirit upon 
them; and as children, they are heirs; heirs of the 
kingdom, where all will be united in bonds of ſtricteſt 
union for ever and ever, 

One would think that a character ſo excellent muſt 
meet with univerſal eſteem and reſpect among men. 
No: it is quite otherwiſe, As © the friendſhip of the 
world is enmity with God *,” all, who bear his 1 image, 
muſt look for contempt and hatred from thoſe, who are 
in a ſtate of oppoſition to him. But we add, accord- 
ing to our Lord's declaration, 


* James iv. 4. 
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8. «Bleſſed are they, who are perſecuted for righ- 
Anton ſake.” The ſaints of God are a conſtant re- 
proof to the wicked, who, from that very circumſtance, 
are often extremely mortified, and frequently enraged. 
Hence it generally happens, that the more eminently 
holy, zealous, and uſeful any perſons are, the more 
malignity and violence they meet with. But, while 
they ſuffer for their attachment to the Saviour, in the 
cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs, let them take up their 
croſs with faith and patience, and not lament their caſe 
as ſevere and calamitous. He, who has ſeparated 
them to himſelf from the midſt of an evil world, as his 
own peculiar people, will ſupport and comfort them; 
and, whatever temporal loſſes they may ſuſtain in his 
ſervice, he will beſtow an abundant recompenſe. They 
may, poſſibly, be excluded from earthly poſſeſſions, but 
they ſhall inherir the kingdom of everlaſting glory. 
The character, laſt mentioned, ſo exactly deſcribed 
our Lord's diſciples, who ſtood by him, and whom it 
was neceſſary to encourage in the proſpect of their ap- 
proaching ſufferings, that he made a particular appli- 
cation of it to them. While he pronounced his bene- 

dition, he taught them to expect ſcorn, oppoſition, | 
and infamy, for their adherence to him, even though 
they were ever ſo circumſpect in their conduct. But 
he called upon them to maintain a holy confidence and 
Joy, and to exult in the lively hope of the glorious re- 
ward, remembering that all the Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets of old had trodden the fame path, and r 


the ſame croſs. . 
| Let 
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Let the diſciples of Jeſus in every age be reminded, 
that they alſo ſnould look for ſimilar treatment from 
the world, and that it will become them to be equally 
bold and vigorous in the ſervice of their Lord and 
Maſter ; ſince to them likewiſe © are given exceeding 
great and precious promiſes.” And let all, who pro- 
feſs a regard to the Saviour, attend to the ſucceeding 
admonitions of his ſermon, in which he has enjoined 
upon them the moſt exemplary and diſtinguiſhed holi- 
neſs, For our divine Teacher added, „Ve are the 
ſalt of the earth,” deſigned to prevent a general cor- 
ruption, and to diffuſe the ſacred influence of truth and 
righteouſneſs. In this view, how widely may your 
uſefulneſs extend! But, if you forgot your character, . 
and fo far loſe your ſpirituality and zeal, 'as to become 
like ſalt, which is deprived of all its virtue, you will 
incur a peculiar meaſure of contempt and abhorrence, 
You are exalted to an eminent fituation, which calls 
for conſtant circumſpection and unremitting diligence ; 
as elevated objects attract a nice, invidious attention, 
o your whole temper and deportment will be narrowly 
obſerved. Nor ſhould you think it enough, barely to 
eſcape cenſure : you are raiſed up, and furniſhed with 
talents for the benefit of others, whoſe beſt jntereſt, 
therefore, you ſhould ſtudy ro promote. Conceal not 
your gifts, but labour to improve them for general 
good. Like the grand luminary of heaven, you are 
intended, in your ſphere of action, to give light to them 
who are in darkneſs. Be careful, then, ſo to live, that 
all men may ſee, what they ought to be, and perceiv+ 
ing the nature and excellence of true religion, throvgh- | 
F out 
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cut voir > ſpirit and conduct, may be led to admire and 
prallf the grace of God in you, and perſuaded to treat] 
in your ſteps, to the glory of your God and Father.” 
| Tc this purpoſe, and ſo practical in their tendency, 
were the exhortations of Jeſus. Now, if it be allow- 
ed, that the eſſence of Chriſtianity | is the ſame, which 
1t was originally, thoſe only are to be accounted Teal 
Chriſtians in our day, who anſwer to the deſcriptions 
here given, We aſk, then, if you defire to partake of 
the bleſſings, do you fincerely comply with the injunc- 
tions, of the Goſpel? Let us advert to thoſe, we have 
now conſidered. Are you © poor in ſpirit ; 'emptied 
of your ſelf-ſufficiency, and willing to be indebted to 
the grace of Jeſus for your whole ſalvation? Are you 
ſenſible of your guilt, and do you © mourn” for fin 
with a godly ſorrow? You may, poſſibly, ſhed many 
tears; but are they tears of genuine repentance ? Do 
you underſtand what it is to be © meek, and lowly i in 
heart?” Is the haughtineſs of your carnal mind ſub- 
dued, fo that you can * eſteem others better than your- 
ſelves?” On what are your affections chiefly fixed? Is 
this the object, that you may attain t the righteouſneſs 
of God,“ and, being accepted of him, that you may 
ſerve him i in true holineſs ? But do you feel any ardour 
of deſire after it, and labour for it, as for your neceſ- 
ſary food? Have you any “ bowels and mercies?“ 
And with an abhorrence of your natural ſelfiſhneſs, do 
you © open your hand wide,” as opportunities are given 
you, for the relief and comfort of the diſtreſſed ? Again, 
are your conſciences purged ? Do you dread the thought 
of reſting in © a form of godlineſs;“ and do you poſ- 
ſels 
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ſel real purity, the inward ſanRtification of the Spirit? 
« As much as lieth in you,” do you © live p-aceably 
with all men ;” avoiding quarrels, and endeavouring to 
reconcile contending parties ? And of what ſort is your 
reputation in the world ? Is your religion offenſive to 
any? Or are you willing to incur reproach for Chriſt's 
ſake, anxious rather to promote the honour of God by 
your exemplary conduct, than to ſecure Pn 
to yourſelves ? 

If you are deſtitute of theſe 88 of grace, we 
dare not pronounce you © bleſſed.” No: we muſt 
faithfully warn you, that you deceive not your own 
ſelves. Amongſt men you may, poſſibly, be accounted 
happy; but the God of heaven declares you accurſed.. 
Be ſolicitous, therefore, to be reſcued out of your pre- 
ſent wretched ſituation, and cry with importunity, 00 
Lord, remember us with the favour that thou beareſt 
unto thy people; O viſit us with thy ſalvation; that 
we may ſee the good of thy choſen, that we may rejoice 
in the gladneſs of thy nation, that we * glory with 
thine inheritance * !” Amen. 


* Pal, cvi. 4» 5» 
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SECT. 9. 


| 


The ſecond part of our Lord's ſermon on the mount, in 
which he expounded certain precepts of the moral law. 


Tue multitudes, who flocked around the Saviour, 
were, probably, very eager to know, what new doc- 
trine he would preach, or averſe to receive him from 
an apprehenſion that he undervalued and meant to 
ſubvert the goodly ſyſtem, which the Old Teſtament 
eſtabliſhed, and of which they boaſted, To give them, 
therefore, the neceſſary information concerning himſelf, 
and to remove their prejudices, he folemnly aſſerted, 
that he came not to deſtroy the law or the prophets, 
but to fulfil “. | | 
Since the Lord God changed not, one revelation 
cannot be repugnant to another. Yet there may be 
in one age a more full and expreſs declaration of the 
divine will, than in the preceding: and the former 
communications might be intended to prepare the way 
for a clearer manifeſtation of the ſame truths. Thus, 
in fact, the increaſe of ſacred light has reſembled the 


gradual approach of day. The great plan of redemp- 
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gon was intimated to Adam upon his fall, and in ſuc- 
ceeding generations freſh and brighter diſcoveries of it 
were afforded to the Church, under the Moſaic diſpen- 
ſation, and by various prophets, till the appearing of 
]cſus Chrifl, to whom, as to one common object, they 
all referred. He came not, therefore, to overturn the 
fabric, already built, but to eſtabliſh and complete it; 
not to contradict any foregoing revelation, but to un- 
ſold the grand ſcheme, and perfect the whole. Agree- 
ably to this account of the matter, 

1. He anſwered the types of the ceremonial law. 
They were only the ſhadow, but he was the ſubſtance. 
In themſelves they would have been weak, trifling, and 
abſurd ; but, as prefiguring the Saviour and deriving 
an efficacy from him, they were important and worthy * 
of all reſpect, during their intended continuance. They 
had their full accompliſhment in Jeſus ; and, therefore, 
he ſet them aſide, not as if they had been of no uſe, 
but becauſe he was in himſelf every thing, which they 

were deſigned to repreſent, 5 | 

2. He explained and enforced the moral law. This 
is the everlaſting rule of righteouſneſs, the grand obli- 
cations of which depend not on any peculiar circum- 
ſtances of ſituation, but exiſt the ſame in all ages and 
places. For God muſt ever require his rational crea- 
tures to love him with all their hearts, and one another 
as themſelves. This law Jeſus © magnified and made 
honourable ;” for by his own obedience and expiatory 
ſufferings he ſhewed the extent and equity of its de- 


mands, by his ſpiritual expoſition he vindicated it from 
falſe 
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170 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 
falſe interpretations, and by his holy precepts he en- 


joined irs obſervance upon all his people. From this 


view of the ſubject it appears, that believers, though re- 

leaſed from its penal ſanctions, are fill indiſpenſably 

bound to regulate their — and conduct, agreeably 
to its directions. 

3. He hath alſo ehplcted the deſign of all former 
diſpenſations, and ſupplied their defects. The days of 
the Son of man, therefore, are called “ the laſt days,” 
becauſe no ſucceeding revelation is to be expected. 
Patriarchs and Prophets looked forwards to his incar- 
nation, and paved the way for him; and now, ſince he 
has come, and accompliſhed every thing predicted, 
nothing more is wanted, either to diſcover the will of 
God or to make reconciliation for us. What thanks, 
and love, and ſervice, do we owe for our diſtinguiſhed 
privileges under the Goſpel! And what returns are due 


to Him, who hath perfected for ever the great work of 


our ſalvation! 

Our Lord proceeded in his ſermon to maintain the 
authority and full extent of the law, declaring, that God 
will not recede from his righteous demands, and conſe- 
quently, that either obedience muſt be paid, or puniſh- 
ment inflicted. Wilfully, therefore, to tranſgreſs the 
leaſt of theſe precepts, and encourage others to do the 
ſame, as if they might be diſpenſed with, would render 
us unfit for a place in his kingdom : and to be diſtin- 
guiſhed in that ſociety, we mult yield an univerſal ſub- 
million to them, though they may ſeem ever ſo trifling, 
and enforce the ſame conduct upon others. 


While 
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While Jeſus inculcated the neceſſity of holineſs, it 
is probable that the people fixed their attention on the 
Scribes and Phariſees, whom they held in high venera- 
tion for their profeſſions of ſanctity. It would, there- 
fore, aſtoniſh them to hear this new Teacher, require 
ing his diſciples to go much farther than thoſe, whom 
they conſidered as the moſt eminent patterns of reli. 
gion, and aſſerting that otherwiſe they could have no 
place in heaven. But it was proper to expoſe theſe 
yain pretenders, to detect their errors and hypocriſy, 
and to warn their. deluded followers no longer to be 
led by them, who were of all men moſt oppoſite to the 
temper of Chriſtianity, They boaſted much of their 
attachment to the divine law, while, in reality, they 
could not bear the ſtrict and ſpiritual ſenſe, in which 
it ought to be underſtood, and, by their ſubtle interpre- 
tations, explained away much of its meaning, Jeſus, 
however, has inſtructed us, contrary to their gloſſes, that 
it enjoins perfect holineſs, in the diſpoſitions of the 
mind, as well as the practice of the life. Their righte- 
ouſneſs was merely external; for all their works were 
done © to be ſeen of men: but we are taught to ſeek 
for inward purity, and not to be ſatisfied with regula- 
rity of manners, or a ſhew of piety. They were influ< 
enced, even in their religious duties, by baſe principles, 
© for a pretence making long prayers,” and boaſting 
of their own works, as if the happineſs of heaven were 
no more than a juſt recompenſe of their deſerts. But 
we are warned of the ſin and danger of truſting to 
ourſelves, whatever our attainments may be, and of the 
neceſſity 


— 4 _ —_— 
— — x2 * - 
— — — 
- = a= = — —— RM 3x4 
- _— — —— - 
STS — — 


1 = - rc 
— — 


> m - r 3 2 = 
— — > —_ —_ 
- = — — * — 
— — ET ů — — 
= EE ESR 
— == = == 
—— — — 


Inn. 


172 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


gneceſſity of a better obedience than our own, to pro- 


cure our juſtification before God. 
From a general declaration, our Lord deſcended to 


"j particular expoſition of the ſpiritual nature of the 
law, in certain precepts, which had been ſhamefully 


perverted ; guarding the people againſt their erroneous 
teachers, and requiring their attention and ſubmiſſion 
to himſelf. | | | 

I. He infiſted on the extenſive meaning of the ſixth 
commandment. This was underſtood, as if it had for- 
bidden nothing more than the actual and open com- 
miſſion of wilful murder. But Jeſus, the great Law- 
giver, inſtructs us, that it condemns whatever may 
lead to ſuch violence, and, therefore, that all cauſeleſs 
anger or deſire of revenge, and all opprobrious lan- 
guage, ariſing from this vehemence of paſſion, will 


_ juſtly expoſe us to the divine vengeance. Accordingly, 


it were vain to worſhip God, or expect any advantage 
from his ordinances, ſo long as the heart remains under 
the influence of malignant diſpoſitions. We muſt lav 
aſide our animoſities, and conſent to make reſtitutic 1 
for injuries committed, when we would © compals 
God's altar ;” for the moſt coſtly ſacrifices and proſeſ- 


ſions of the warmeſt devotion will not compenſate the 


want of brotherly love, Common prudence, alſo, as 
well as religion, requires that contentions be dropped 
and a reconciliation effected, as ſoon as may be. If 
you are threatened with a ſuit by one, whom you have 
offended, how much better is it by a ſpeedy accommo- 


dation to repair the breach, than obſtinately to perſiſt in 


the conteſt, till matters are brought to an extremity, 


and 
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and rigorous juſtice muſt have its courſe ! If it be thus 
in human affairs, how much more is it your intereſt and 
duty, without a moment's delay, to ſeek peace with 
the Lord God Almighty, whom you have provoked ; 
leſt, being ſummoned to his bar, you be caſt in the 
trial, and ſentenced to the infernal priſon, from which | 
there can be no releaſe ! 

Such was the ſubſtance of our Lord's addreſs : and | 
ſhall we not allow the ſuitableneſs of it to ourſelves ? ' 
Or ſhall we boaſt, like the Phariſees, that, becauſe 
we have not ſhed the blood of a fellow-creature, the 
ſixth commandment has no charge againſt us? Are 
we free from all violence of temper? Or have our 
tongues never betrayed the vindictive deſires of our 
hearts? Are we now at peace? Or have we, at leaſt, 
anxiouſly ſought for it? And when we lift up our 
hands in prayer, is it © without wrath?” We may thank 
God, that ſo many powerful reſtraints are laid upon the 
ſinful affections of men; or elſe every part of the world 
would preſent us with ſcenes of horrible confuſion. 
But, though our fury may be repreſſed, ſo as not to 
break forth to the diſturbance of ſociety, God may be- 
hold much iniquity within us. For it is poſſible, that, 
where a calmneſs and -benevolence of ſpirit are pre- 
tended, much rancour may remain in the heart: and, 
in God's account, © whoſoever hateth his brother is a 
murderer *.“ 2 ä 

2, He opened the ſpiritual and extenſive nature of 
the ſeventh commandment. Here alſo, as in the pre- 
ceding inſtance, the prohibition had been confined to 


8 #8 
* 1 John iii. 15. 
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merely external acts; and he only was deemed an adul · 
terer, who had been guilty of the groſſeſt uncleanneſs. 
But Jeſus teaches us, that inward impurity brings us 
under the divine condemnation, that a luſtful deſire and 
a wanton eye are forbidden in the full ſenſe of the law, 
no leſs than the abſolute violation of the marriage bed. 
And will any perſon ſay, I have never felt any ſuch 
irregular motions in my heart: my eye hath never 
wandered in a laſcivious manner? Let us remember, 
that we are always open to the inſpection of that God, 
who © ſearcheth the heart, and trieth the reins,” and 
that he hath noted down all our ſecret imaginations, 
looks, and wiſhes. Let us not prefurne to July our- 
ſelves before him. 

If we would avoid the ſin of lewdneſs, we are to re- 
ſiſt every ſecret propenſity to it, and ſubdue the cor- 


rupt affections of the fleſh, This muſt be done at any 
pains or expenſe, as Jeſus has inſtructed us: the inors 


dinate deſire is to be abandoned, though it may ſeem 


as dear to us as a right eye, or profitable as a right 


hand, though it may be as ſevere a trial to part with 


it, as to cut off the moſt tender and uſeful member of 


the body. For, as in chirurgery, a gangrene muſt be 
ſtopped, or elſe death enſues; ſo here, the moſt fayour- 
ite paſſion muſt be given up: there is no room for heſi- 
tation; it muſt be done, or elſe everlaſting deſtruction 
in the torments of hell will be the conſequence. 

Our Lord was naturally led from the expoſition of 
the ſeventh commandment to condemn the prevailing 
practice of divorcing their wives, as fancy, diſguſt, or 


_ reſentment might dictate. Separations, indeed, had 


been 


* 
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been allowed by the Moſaic law under certain reſtric- 
tions; but the permiſſion had been abuſed to the worſt 
purpoſes ; and we are now taught, that nothing but un- 
faichfulneſs in the wife can abſolve the huſband from 
the obligations of the marriage bond. Alas! it is too 
evident, from the ſtate of things among ourſelves, that, 
with reſpect to this important ſubject, the authority of 
Chriſt is but little regarded, and that the chaſtity and 
continence, which he inculcated, are moſt ſhamefully *+ 
violated. 1 
3. He expounded alſo the third commandment. 
The heinouſneſs of perjury, which is a ſolemn appeal 
to God in atteſtation of a lie, was generally acknow- 
| ledged among the Jews. But they ſhewed a manifeſt 
contempt of the majeſty of God by the frequency of 
their oaths in common converſation. And it ſhould 
ſeem, that they ſo interpreted the law, as to juſtify the  ' 
practice of ſwearing, if they abſtained only from the | 
expreſs mention of God, or did not call upon him to 
confirm a falſchood. How ingenious 1s the depraved 
nature of man in perverting the truth, and inventing 
arguments for the vindication of his own evil conduct! 
For, agreeably to our Lord's repreſentation, we may 
aſk, What do you, when you ſwear by any creature? 
Your appeal in effect is, and muſt ultimately be, to 
the great Creator himſelf, though it contain not any 
direct invocation of his name. It is therefore enjoin- 
f ed, that you © ſwear not at all.” | 
We are not forbidden to make uſe of oaths in a ſo- 
lemn manner, and for important purpoſes, in ſupport 
of che truth: for theſe were commanded in the old 
N Teſtament, 
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Teſtament, and unexceptionable examples are recorded 
in the new. But Jeſus preſcribes a rule only for our 
common converſation. Inaſmuch as it is an inſult to 
Jehovah, to introduce him as a witneſs or an arbiter 
of our trifling controverſies in familiar diſcourſe, we 
are required to avoid all ſtrong and vehement aſſeve- 
rations, and only ſimply to affirm or deny, without 
having recourſe to any other expedient to eſtabliſh our 
credit. For not merely the groſs expreſſions of pro- 
faneneſs, but all thoſe cuſtomary forms of ſpeaking, by 
which men endeavour to ſtrengthen and ſupport their 
declarations, ariſe from evil habits and wrong tempers, 
or perhaps from Satan himſelf, who in various ways 
ſolicits us to ſin. e | 
Let us not, then, be ſatisfied, barely to abſtain from 
the palpable violations of the commandment by per- 
Jury or impious execrations, but regulate our conver- 
fation with © ſimplicity and godly ſincerity.” How 
little is this attended to! Is not the name of God fre- 
quently introduced, in a light and trifling manner, as 
an embelliſhment of diſcourſe, or an expreſſion of ſur- 
priſe? Do we not adopt certain faſhionable phraſes, 
which have the nature of oaths, or lead to them? 
Alas! the practice is general; and thus God is pro- 
voked among us every day. For, to paſs by the mul- 
titude of perjured perſons and blaſphemers, we ob- 
ſerve that the ſacred appellations and titles of God and 
1 his Chriſt are treated with the utmoſt levity or contempt, 
tea ll being conſtantly uſed as words of courſe or the mere 
1 | expletives of language, by many who boaſt of their 
morality, and poſſeſs the faireſt reputation in the world. 
4. He 
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4. He guarded againſt a miſunderſtanding of the 
Moſaic law of retaliation. A precept had been given 
for the direction of magiſtrates in the puniſhment of 
injuries: for they were authorized to take © an eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” This had been in- 
terpreted, as if private perſons might avenge them 
ſelves for any aſſault, and requite the offenders in kind. 
But Jeſus teaches us, that it belongs not to indivi- 
duals to vindicate their own wrongs, and that appeals 
to the law ſhould not be made for lofſes of ſmall con- 
ſequence, He forbids us to © reſiſt evil,” and enjoins. 
a meek and patient ſubmiſſion to the violence and in- 
juſtice of others. This he has inculcated in certain 
proverbial expreſſions, which admit not of a literal in- 
_ terpretation, It is not difficult, however, to collect 
from them, that a malicious, vindictive mind is totally 
oppoſite to true religion; that, rather than furiouſly 
withſtand or retaliate one injury, we ought to expoſe 
ourſelves to a ſecond; that it were better quietly to 
ſuſtain any trifling damage, ſuch as a blow on the face 
or the loſs of a garment, than rigorouſly inſiſt upon a 
compenſation ; and that our benevolence ſhould be fo 
extenſive, that no ſuitable opportunity of doing good 
ſhould be neglected. 

It is eaſier to find the meaning, as to the ſubſtance 
at leaſt, than to make the application. Who among 
us are willing to be directed by this divine Teacher? 
The temper of real Chriſtians and that of worldly men 
c are quite contrary to each other; and to fulfil the law 
r of Chriſt would ſubject us to thereproach of cowardice 
and meanneſs of ſpirit, Be it fo: let us cheerfully 
© Vor. III. N bear 
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bear the imputation. That ſenſe of honour, which is 
ſo much contended for, is a principle moſt odious to 
God, as it implies a vindictive diſpoſition, or, what 


muſt lead to it, a determination not to paſs by the moſt 
trifling offence. We need not, then, reflect upon the 


Scribes and Phariſees; as retaliation is practiſed and 
juſtified among ourſelves. Whoever inſults the man 
of honour mult anſwer it at the peril of his life. Nay, 
do we not all, under provocations, feel a deſire of re- 
venge? And have we not been betrayed into ſuch a 
conduct, as our Lord has here condemned? He, how- 
ever, has given us an example of forbearance, as well 
as the precept. May we ftudy to attain © the mind, 
which was in Chriſt Jeſus !” 

5. He inculcated the law of univerſal love. It 
was allowed to be a divine command, that we ſhould 
love our neighbours ; but, as if neighbours included 
only thoſe, who are nearly related or intimately con- 
need, the command was ſo expounded, that it was 
judged right, perhaps expedient, to treat thoſe with . 
contempt and rancour, who were of a different coun- 
try or religion. How unwarrantable and impious an 
Interpretation ! Jeſus, therefore, reſtored and vindicated 
the ſenſe of God's ancient law. He has taught us, 
that no one, however malevolently diſpoſed, is a pro- 
per object of our abhorrence, and no injurious uſage a 
ſufficient reaſon for withholding the kindeſt offices of 
Chriſtian benevolence. He has inſtructed us, that, as 


the children of God poſſeſs peculiar privileges, they 


muſt (prpals all others in a ſpirit of forgiveneſs and diſ- 
intereſted 
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Lcd goodneſs, and prove their relation to their 


heavenly Father by their reſemolance of him. 

W hat ſhall we fay to theſe things? Have we ſo 
learned Chriſt, as to love our enemies? It were eaſy 
to profeſs this enlarged philanthropy, while we enjoy 
the general countenance and favour of the world, 


But can we ſtand © the fiery trial,“ and, under the 


moſt injurious perſecutions, return good for evil? Are 
we not eaſily offended, and hardly reconciled; & impla- 
cable, unmerciful ?” And is this the temper of mind, 
which becomes the heirs of heaven? * What do we 
more than others? Or wherein do we differ from them, 
who know not God? What ſimilitude do we bear to 
him, whom we call our Father? “ God is love;” and; 
if we feel not the power of that principle, we are not re- 
newed after his likeneſs, nor can we dwell with him. 

But ſhall we not own, that the divine law, in the 
extenſive ſenſe which is here given, is moſt excellent ? 
Can we object to it, as an unneceſſary ſtrictneſs; or 
ſuppoſe, that a holy God can require leſs ? Is not every 
injunction perfectly reaſonable, and well calculated to 
promote univerſal happineſs? Or, would it be better, 
if we were allowed to harbour in our hearts the leaſt 
degree of anger, luſt, or revenge ? 

Yet ſuch a view muſt abaſe our pride: for who ſhall 
dare to boaſt, © We have done our duty?“ Have we 
not ſatisfied ourſelves with a partial, and merely external 
obedience'; without *attempting to regulate the inward 
deſires of the mind? * The commandment is exceeding 
broad“. And each particular precept, in the ſpiritual 


* Pſal, cxix. 96. 
N 2 meaning, 
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meaning, proves that we are all in a ſtate of guilt and 
condemnation. Let the conviction have its full influ- 
ence; and we ſhall then welcome the Saviour, who © is 
the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that 
believeth “. 

Believers, however, as before obſerved, though © juſ- 
tified from all things,” are by no means releaſed from 
their obligations to holineſs. Does Jeſus ſpeak, as if 
the law were deſigned to be abrogated, or to be no 
longer binding upon his people ? Is it not, on the con- 

. trary, ſtrongly enforced for the direction of our con- 
duct? Here, then, we ſhould ſtudy, «© what manner of 
perſons we ought to be,” how far ſuperior to others, 
© in all holy converſation and godlineſs.” Our im- 
partial and conſtant regard to duty will be the ſafeſt 
evidence of our faith; and without it our expectations 
of the divine favour are no better than the hope of the 
hypocrite, which ſhall periſh. 
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SECT, 10. 


The third part of our Lord's ſermon on the mount, in 
which he cautioned his diſciples againſt vain- glory and 
the love of the world. 


Taz neceſſity of religion is generally acknowledged, 
whilſt the nature of it is but little underſtood, Many 
comply with the forms, and put on the ſemblance, of 
piety, and fancy themſelves devout, becauſe they are ſo 
accounted, at the very time that they are under the in- 
fluence of the baſeſt diſpoſitions. Such were the Pha- 
riſees of old, who, with all their boaſted goodneſs, be- 
trayed an hatred of the doctrine and genius of Chriſ- 
tianity. It became expedient, therefore, for our Lord 
to expoſe their real character, to guard his hearers 
againſt their erroneous notions, and ſhew how eſſentially 
different his diſciples muſt be. This he did 1 
his ſermon on the mount. 

In that part of his diſcourſe, to which we now pro- 
ceed, he gave the moſt ſolemn cautions to his followers, 
to beware eſpecially of the two dangerous principles, 


vain-glory and the love of the world, by which the 
| WW - Phariſees 
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Phariſees were actuated “. For notwithſtanding their 
high pretences to devotion, and the admiration in which 
they were held, their religion proceeded from pride, 
and conſiſted with an inordinate attachment to preſent 
things. Our righteouſneſs muſt be of another ſort : or 
_ elſe, we cannot be the ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom, 
however frequent or aſſiduous we may be in the exter- 
nal obſervances of divine worſhip. Let us pray, that 
He, who alone knows our ſecret deſires and purpoſes, 
would diſcover to us and eradicate every motive and 
affection of our hearts, incompatible with true Chriſ- 
tianity, that we may not be found deſtitute of that © ho- 
lineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord.” 

I. We are cautioned againſt vain-glory, or that 
oſtentatious diſplay of our own goodneſs, which is 
meant to catch the notice, and procure the admiration, 
of men. An arrogant ſpirit, which is always contemp- 
tible, is never more prepoſterous, than when it aſſumes 
the maſk of piety. It were the height of abſurdity and 
profaneneſs, to practiſe thoſe very duties, which ſhould 
proceed from the deepeſt humility, and cannot be ac- 
ceptable without it, merely to gratify a conceited and 
ambitious temper : and yet it is a common caſe. The 
moſt painful and mottifying injunctions are ſubmitted 
to, in order to gain a character. Perſons profeſſing 
godlineſs have peculiar need to guard againſt this prin- 
ciple ; for they are not ſo much in danger from ſenſual 
as from ſpiritual wickedneſs, They are often over- 
taken and deceiyed, even in their beſt ſervices, by the 


. Matt, vi. I, &c. 
ſecret 
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ſecret workings of pride, which, while it conceals itſelf 
from the niceſt obſervation, influences and corrupts 
the whole conduct. Our Lord, therefore, mentions 
ſeveral inſtances of religious acts, which we may be 
tempted to perform entirely or chiefly with a view to 
the eſteem of our fellow-creatures ; and on this account 
he calls upon us to © take heed.” 

1. Alms-giving. The duty is not in this place 
commanded ; but it is ſuppoſed, that every diſciple of 
Jeſus will practiſe it: and it is univerſally allowed 
among Chriſtians, that we are under indiſpenſable ob- 
ligations to relieve the diſtreſſed, according to our abi- 
lities. But our attention is here directed to the proper 
principle of obedience. Alms are to be given, from a 
ſupreme regard to God, not to men. Hypocrites, we 
find, can diſtribute large ſums, for the purpoſes of cha- 
rity, But uſually they are oſtentatious; and, as they 
ſeek the praiſe of the world, they fail not to publiſh 

their own liberality, and contrive that it may be of ſuch 
a a ſort, or exerted at ſuch times and places, as will en- 
gage general notice and eſteem. The motive being 
wrong throughout, the molt extenſive munificence, on 
this plan, cannot be an acceptable ſervice. Surround- 
ing ſpectators and witneſſes, who look only on the out- 
ward appearance, may expreſs their admiration ; but 
the Lord God, who is forgotten and deſpiſed, ſince the 
ſacrifice 1s not offered to Him, will beſtow no recom- 
penſe. Yet even theſe perſons © have their reward.' an 
Many are ready to compliment them for their gene- 
rolity, and court their favour; but this, which is all 
N 4 they 
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they will receive, is a poor benefit indeed, fleeting as 8 
breath of air! 8 
How different is the diſciple of Jeſus! His aim is to 
approve himſelf to God; and to be conſiſtent, he ſhould 
be as glad to embrace a private, as a public opportunity 
of doing good. Secret liberality is, alſo, particularly 
pleaſing to God, ſince it ſprings from a pure regard to 
Him, and ſolicits not human applauſe ; and He, who 
beholds our inward purpoſe, will make an open ac-· 
kuowledgment of it, before the whole univerſe, in the 
great day. 
But do we not ſtand reproved either for avarice or 
pride? Are we © ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
municate? Are we ſeeking out thoſe objects of cha- 
rity, who are concealed from the view of the world? 
Or are we not, rather, forward to proclaim our own 
bounty; or, at leaſt, moſt diſpoſed to lend our aſſiſt- 
ance, where we ſhall probably obtain notice and ad- 
miration? But, if we have ſuch reſpect to the opinions 
of men, we are acting from the vain-glorious principle, 
which is here condemned, ; 
Prayer, This alſo will be allowed to be an im- 
portant duty, and one which enters into the life and 
eſſence of religion: thoſe, who habitually neglect it, 
ſo far from being eminent Chriſtians, are no Chriſ- 
tians at all. Yet the bare external performance of this 
ſervice does not neceſſarily imply any real piety. 
Forms and ceremonies may be punctually obſerved, 
and warmly contended for, without a ſincere regard to 
God. Hypocrites may be exact in their attendance 
upon divine worſhip, and value themſelves, becauſe 
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they © make many prayers.” They “ draw nigh unto 
God with their mouth, and honour him with their lips, 
but their heart is far from him;“ and therefore © in 
vain they do worſhip him *.” They would gladly be 
thought religious ; and accordingly they comply with 
ſuch inſtitutions and rites of devotion, as are moſt likely 
to call them forth into public view, and procure them 
applauſe. Thus they may obtain the character of ſaints ; 
and this is their grand object. But it is all, that they 
ſhall have. From ſuch perſons © incenſe is an abomi- 


nation unto God,” and their boaſted ſervices will q- 


creaſe their condemnation. This was the very caſe of 
the Phariſees, whom our Lord deſcribed. They were 
ſo ſcrupulouſly obſervant of their ſtated times of prayer, 
they would not omit or delay the duty, on account of 

any company or engagement. Nay, it ſhould ſeem, 


they contrived to be in places of much reſort at thoſe 


very ſeaſons, that the eyes of the multitude might be 
fixed upon them, and thus their ſanctity be remarked 
and celebrated. ; OE 
In oppoſition to this practice, Jeſus enjoins the re- 
ligion of the cloſet ; not forbidding public, but com- 
manding private, worſhip ; or rather ſhewing in what 


manner the latter ſhould be performed. It were ab- 
ſurd and impious to ſeek the notice of men, when our 


concern is with God alone. If poſſible, we ſhould re- 
tire from noiſe and obſervation, that we may avoid in- 
terruption, and maintain a holy converſe with the God 
of heaven, abſtracted from the cares and buſineſs of 


» Matt, xv. 8, 9. 


186 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


the world. This communion between God and the 
ſoul muſt, from the nature of it, be concealed from our 
fellow-creatures, and may not gain us reſpect in this 
' life. But the eye of the Lord God is upon his people, 
at thoſe times eſpecially, when they withdraw from hu- 
man ſociety to hold fellowſhip with Him ; and He 
will proclaim and prove to the aſſembled univerſe, for 
his own glory as well as their recompenſe, with what 
frequency and fervour they kept up their intercourſe 
with Him. _ | 
Does not our Lord's injunction detect the hypocriſy 
of many ? There are thoſe among ourſelves, who, like 
the ancient Phariſees, with a confident and clamerous 
profeſſion of religion, expreſs a decided preference for 
thoſe ſervices which bring them into notice, and take 
pains to catch the eſteem and applauſe of the public, 
They may not ſtand to repeat their prayers in the open 
ſtreets, as thoſe of old ; but do they not evince ſome- 
thing of the ſame diſpoſition, when they are forward to 
call the attention of others to the ardour of their devo- 
tions? May we not fear, that among the multitudes, 
who conſtantly tread. the courts of the Lord, many 
totally neglect the duties of the cloſet ? In ſuch a caſe, 
no ſacrifice 1s offered to God ; but all their works are 
done to be © ſeen of men.” | 
From the foregoing caution, Jeſus proceeded to 
give further inſtructions for the framing and preſent- 
ing of our ſolemn addreſſes to God. He has directed 
us to ſpeak with ſerious deliberation, and to avoid that 
fooliſh prolixity of expreſſions, which the heathens prac- 
tiſed. All repetitions in imploring the divine bleſſing 
| . | are 
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are not condemned; for our Lord himſelf, three times 


together in pouring out his foul before God, © faid the 
ſame words *;” and it ſeems the natural effect of a 
pious feryour and importunity, to urge the ſame requeſt 
again and again. But we are required to abſtain from 
thoſe repetitions only, which are unmeaning, and not to 
ſuppoſe that a multiplicity of words will conſtitute a 
good prayer, or procure us a favourable acceptance. 
It is neither neceſſary nor expedient to protract our de- 


votions to a tedious length, as if we could thereby give 


any information to God, or produce any change in his 
mind. We cannot, indeed, be too earneſt, nor ought 
we to be weary of the ſervice, But we ſhould remem- 
ber, that we come to a God, who knows all our wants 
and defires, better than we can repreſent them, and 
who is more ready to beſtow, than we to aſk, his 
bleſſing. | 
We behold alſo an inſtance of the amazing conde- 
ſcenſion of Jeſus, in delivering to his diſciples a form of 
prayer, adapted to their uſe, He takes them, as it 
were, by the hand, leads them to the throne of grace, 
inſtructs them what requeſts they ſhould make, and 
even puts words into their mouths. The form, here 
preſcribed, might be deſigned as a general model, by 
which we may frame our petitions; but it ſeems alſo 
intended to be introduced among our other devotions, 
and offered to God, exactly as it is. Perhaps it was 
drawn up with a particular reference to the ſituation 
of his followers at that time; but with the utmoſt pro- 


7 


| * Matt. xxvi. 44 | 
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priety it is ſtill continued as a ſuitable addreſs for Chriſ. 


tians in all poſſible circumſtances ; ſince it is a clear and 


compendious repreſentation of their common deſires 
and neceſſities, and every expreſſion in it t ſuch as they 
may adopt for their own. 

We cannot here give it that full conſi deration, 
which its importance demands; and therefore a few 
general obſervations mult ſuffice, 

The introduction or invocation teaches us to ap- 
proach to God with confidence and love, as to a Fa- 


ther concerned for our welfare, and yet to maintain the 


deepeſt reverence and humility before Him, who is in 
heaven, and who there reigns in glorious majeſty, 


When our minds are thus impreſſed with ſuitable con- 


ceptions of the God, whom we worſhip, we may pro- 
ceed to the petitions, which are ſix in number, the 
three firſt relating to the honour of God, the three lat- 
ter to the neceſſities of man, We pray, therefore, that 
the name of God may be hallowed, that the excellency 
and perfections of his nature may be known through- 
out the world, and that every where He may be re- 
garded with all; that veneration, which is juſtly due 
unto Him. For this purpoſe we deſire that his king- 
dom of grace may be univerſally eſtabliſhed, and that 
the Goſpel, which is deſigned and calculated to pro- 
mote it, may be ſpread abroad with increaſing energy 
and ſucceſs. But ſince this diſpenſation of mercy re- 
quires unfeigned obedience to God, we beg, that, as 
all in heaven do, ſo all on earth may, bow with entire 
ſubjection to Him, and that, as the Angels inceſſantly, 


completely, and cheerfully execute his will, ſo we, in 
this 


int 
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chis lower ereation, may be enabled by his Spirit to do 
the ſame. | | 

We are dependent, guilty, depraved, and helpleſs ; 
and our petitions ſhould be framed with a reference to 
this our ſtate and character. We therefore repreſent 
the wants of our bodies, and befeech Him, who is the 
God of providence, and © filleth all things living with 
plenteouſneſs, to ſupply us with whatever may be 
needful for our temporal ſupport, We alk for bread, 
as an article of abſolute neceſſity, not of luxury; yet 
that only from one day to another, and not for years to 
come. As we have forfeited all claims to the divine 
favour by fin, it is always proper to confeſs our deme- 
rit, and deprecate the wrath we have deſerved : we are 
debtors to God, and liable to juſtice; therefore we pray, 
that he would cancel the black account, and no more 
urge his demands upon us. Here we lay hold on his 
promiſes in the new Covenant, and have recourſe to 
him, as he is revealed through the Mediator, a God 
* forgiving iniquity, and tranſgreſſion, and fin.” But, 
lince it is probable, in the preſent ſtate of human af- 
fairs, that we may ſuſtain much injurious treatment from 


others, we ſolemnly declare before God our readineſs 


to extend full forgiveneſs to them, and only implore his 
mercy, as we ourſelves pardon our offending brethren. 
Being expoſed to continual aſſaults, which may endan- 
ger our ſouls, unleſs God preſerve us, we requelt that 
He, who keepeth Iſrael, would ſo guide and diſpoſe 
of us in his providence, that we may not be broughe 
into. circumſtances of ſevere trial, or the formidable 
conflict of temptation, In order to this, we ſupplicate 
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the divine aid, that we may be delivered from the at- 
tacks of the wicked One, who 1s our grand adverſary, 
and from every thing which is to be dreaded as a real 


evil in this life or another. be 


In the concluſion of the prayer, which is a doxology 
or an aſcription of praiſe to God, we acknowledge this 
to be the worſhip, which he deſerves, and has a right 
to demand. He is the univerſal Sovereign, the Al- 
mighty Potentate, the God of all perfection, the un- 


changeable Jchovah, from everlaſting to everlaſting, 


And, while we thus adore and magnify the Lord for 
his greatneſs and his excellency, each of theſe conſi- 
derations will furaiſh a plea, by which we may en- 
force our requeſts. We confirm the whole, and again 
expreſs our ardent wiſhes for a fayourable accept- 
ance, when we add in the cloſe, © Amen,” or, So let 
it be. 

In the form, which Jeſus here taught his diſciples, 
the declaration, annexed to the petition for pardon of 
ſin, is of ſo much conſequence, and, as it might appear 
to them, ſo new and ſingular, that he ſubjoined a parti- 
cular reaſon for it, obſerving, that God will receive no 
ſacrifice, except from the man, who 1s of a placable and 
forgiving temper. And is this the temper, with which 
we lift up our hands to the throne of grace? Do.we 
poſſeſs thoſe principles and affections, which the words 
imply or call for? How often have we repeated the 
prayer without any holy, ſpiritual deſires, when we have 


neither felt nor underſtood the force of the language! 


And is this the worſhip, which we dare to offer to the 


heart-ſearching God? As he is not to be impoſed on, 
or 


n, 


JESUS RI. 191 


or ciatied like our, fellow-creatures, with an unmean- 
ing compliment, we may juſtly tear, left our pretended 
devotions ſhould provoke his indignation againſt us. 
The ſame caution, which Jeſus gave reſpecting the 
two forementioned duties, is extended alſo to another 
inſtance, | | 
3. Faſting. However the folly, _— and _ 
ſtition of ſome perſons may have brought the practice 
into diſrepute and contempt, it is clearly incumbent on 
thoſe, who profeſs. the Chriſtian name. The diſciples 
of Jeſus cannot, with any propriety, decline that ſervice, 
for the right performance of which their Maſter has 
left them particular directions. We confeſs it has been 
abuſed : but let it not therefore be totally laid aſide. 
Some, poſlibly, “ in will-worſhip, and” a pretended 
ce humility,” have © neglected the body *; *,” yet ſtill it 
ſhould be our care to © keep under our — 2 and bring 
it into ſubjection , on better principles. | 
Here, then, as in the other caſes, we muſt beware 


of vain-glory, which is ever ready to infule its corrupt 


influence into our beſt actions. How prepoſterous i 18 
it, to make a parade with that which is intended to de- 
note humiliation! We muſt, therefore, avoid all oſten- 
tatious diſplay, which is ſo common with hypocrites; 
and, while with ſincerity of heart and unfeigned con- 
trition we practiſe ſelf- denial and mortification, we 
ſhall not paſs unobſerved, nor faſt in vain. Men may 
diſregard or deſpiſe us: but God will graciouſly ac- 
cept us in the Son of his love, and publicly reward 


„ + 1 Cor. ix. 27. 
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what is really done unto him, though we ſhall not pre- 
ſume upon any merit in ourſelves, as if we had a claim 
to his favour on the ground of juſtice. But to what 
purpoſe do we ſpeak of abſtinence? For where are 
thoſe, who © crucify the fleſh with its affections and 
luſts?” Who among us are willing to renounce any 
beloved gratification ? Do not moſt perſons plead for, 
and purſue with an inſatiable avidity, every ſenſual 
pleaſure and delight? 

In theſe ſeveral inſtances, almſgiving, prayer, and 
faſting, the religion of Jeſus inſtructs us to fix our ſu- 
preme regard upon God, as the Judge, to whom alone 
we are accountable, and to be perfectly unconcerned 
about human opinions and deciſions. It commands 
us to look forward to a future day, when all hypocriſy 
will be expoſed and deteſted, and the excellency of the 
true believer confeſſed and admired, How many miſ- 
takes will then be rectified! © For that, which is highly 
eſteemed amongſt men,” will appear to be * abomi- 
nation in the ſight of God “. On the contrary, Je- 
hovah will declare his approbation of thoſe, who faith- 
fully diſcharged the duties of righteouſneſs in ſecret, 
though their names were caſt out as evil: and, to the 
aſtoniſhment of thoſe, who deſpiſed and hated them, he 
will proclaim, with high commendations, how much 
they have done for him, and appoint them a glorious 
retribution for the moſt private exertions of their cha- 
tity, piety, and abſtinence. 


* Luke xvi. 15. 
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II. We are required to beware of the love of the 
preſent world. There is no ſin, againſt which the 
Saviour has delivered more or ſtronger cautions, than 
an inordinate attachment to the concerns of this life, 
and perhaps there is none more dangerous to the ſoul. 
It frequently lies concealed under the garb of a reli- 
gious profeſſion ; for men are apt to flatter themſelves, 
and cry © Peace, peace,” if they practiſe no groſs int- 
quity, approve of right doctrines, and give a regular 
attendance to the means of grace. Yet all this may 
be, while the heart remains totally alienated from God, 
and * goeth after covetouſneſs.” He, who is ſolicit- 
ous only to promote his ſecular intereſt, and conſe- 


quently immerſed in worldly cares, cannot poſſeſs any 


proper regard to God, or his own everlaſting welfare. 


Though decent in his conduct, orthodox in his notions, 


conſtant and exact in all external forms and obſerv- 
ances, he is juſt as far from heaven as the drunkard 
and adulterer; perhaps more fo, as being lets likely to 
apprehend his own danger. 

There might be a peculiar ſuitableneſs in our Lord's 
addreſs to his diſciples on this ſubje&, not only as 


warning them of the ſelfiſh and avaricious diſpoſition 


of the Phariſees, but as giving them the expectation 
of ſuffering the loſs of all things for his ſake. How- 
ever, it is as neceſſary for us at this time, as it was for 
them, to poſſeſs that ſpiritual abſtraction of mind, which 
is here inculcated. We muſt turn our attention from 
the vain things of the preſent life, to the more import- 


ant concerns of that which is to come. 
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We are forbidden to ſeek our happineſs in the world, 
and the reaſons are plain and forcible, Whatever we 
may gain on earth will be thort and uncertain, but the 
poſſeſſions of heaven are durable and far removed from 
every contingency. Let us beware, then, what choice 
we make, and what object we propoſe to ourſelves. 


For our affections and purſuits will be determined by 


the nature of that treaſure, which we deſire to attain. 
But, in order to decide aright on that which is moſt 
valuable, a clear diſcernment is abſolutely needſul. 
How ſhall the body be directed in its movements, if 
the eye be ſo vitiated, that it cannot properly diſtin- 
guiſh one thing from another ? Or how ſhall the mind 


lead us to a juſt concluſion, whilſt it is under the in- 


fluence of wrong maxims and inclinations? There is a 
mental darkneſs, which perverts the judgment, and 
produces the moſt fatal conſequences. 

Is it ſuppoſed, that ſome happy expedient may be 
found, by which religion may be made conſiſtent with 
a devotedneſs to preſent gain? No; it is impoſſible: 
the love of God and the love of the world cannot pre- 
vail in the ſame heart. They are like two adverſe 
maſters, whole commands and expectations contradict 
and oppole each other; ſo that we cannot be fincerely 
attached to their different intereſts, We ſhould, there- 
fore, determine without delay, whom we will ſerve, and 
inſtantly renounce one of them. 

Do any plead, © I am not enſlaved to the world; 1 


look not for real happineſs in it, nor ſeek great things 


to myſelf, but am anxious only to ſecure a comfortable 
ſubſiſtence ? 


CCC 


6 


ſubſiſtence?ꝰ It may be proper to remark, that our 
Lord's injunctions require us to lay aſide all diſtreſſing 
cares about the enjoyments, or even the common ſup- 
ports of life. His directions on this head equally con- 
cern the poor and the rich. For, as in each ſituation 
the heart may be drawn away from God to preſent 
objects, both are forbidden to indulge any exceſſive 
ſolicitude about their ſecular affairs. | 

We may apply the reaſons, which Jeſus has alleged. 
God has given you life, and he is able to maintain it. 
You may ſurely rely upon him for the continuance of 
that vital principle, which he has graciouſly beſtowed 
upon you; fince he can as eafily preſerve as create. 
Behold the tender care, which he exercifeth over inſe- « 
rior animals! He conſtantly provides ſuſtenance for 
the fowls, which are of far leſs value than you. But, 
with all your anxiety, how little can you effect for 
yourſelves! You cannot lengthen out your exiſtence 
one moment. Or, ſhould you be diſtreſſed about pro- 
curing a ſuitable covering for your body, we refer you 
to the flowers of the field. The Lord God has clothed 
them with a gayer attire, than the moſt ſplendid mo- 
narchs can exhibit: and ſhall you be unwilling to in- 
truſt yourſelves with him? 

Beſides, this worldly ſolicitude, which may be ex- 
pected to prevail in them, who know not God, is 
unſuitable and diſhonourable to your character, who 
profeſs to be his children. If God be your Father, he 
cannot be inattentive to your wants. Is there not, 
alſo, a more glorious object propoſed to you, which 
demands your warmeſt affections and moſt diligent 

982 purſuit ? 
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purſuit? You cannot be too earneſt in preparing for | 
your eternal ſtate : and if that be your firſt and grand 
concern, as it ought, every earthly care will appear 
comparatively ſmall. But to ſecure an admiſſion into 
heaven, is the beſt expedient for promoting your tem- 
poral intereſt; ſince God has engaged by his Cove- 
nant, to beſtow all needful ſupport in this life upon the 
heirs of his kingdom. You ought, indeed, to be aſſi- 
duous in your application to buſineſs : for to expect 
your ſuſtenance from God, whilſt you neglect the ap- 
pointed means of obtaining it, would be extreme pre- 
ſumption. But, with all your moſt ſtrenuous exertions, 
it will become you to live in cheerful dependence on 
che providence of God from day to day, and not to 
look forward, with anxiqus dread, to any future events. 
Each returning peribd of time brings its difficulties: 
and therefore, inſtead of anticipating the trials of the 
morrow, you ſhould diligently improve the preſent 
ſeaſon, in which you may find enough both to do and 
to ſuffer. 

Such is the temper of mind, which Jeſus has Wa 
cated in his ſermon on the mount: and ſo ſuperior to 
the world muſt all his diſciples be. Yet this is an 
excellency, which can be attained only by the know- 
ledge of him. For © this 1s the victory, that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith *.” 14 

But how few appear to poſſeſs that divine principle 
We perceive and lament the prevalence of a Phari- 
faical ſpirit among ourſelves. Are not moſt perſons 
hurried away by an immoderate attachment to their 


1 John v. 4. ; 
gain? 
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gain? And do not ſome, even of thoſe who profeſs 
godlineſs, betray a ſordid, unbelieving, diſtracted ſtate 
of mind? We need not advert to the multitude of open 
and profligate offenders: perhaps more are deſtroyed 
through the fatal influence of covetouſneſs, which may 
conſiſt with a fair character among men, than by any 
other ſin whatever. Let us beware, and examine, 
where 1s our peculiar danger. Let us watch and 


pray, leſt our hearts be engroſſed by thoſe ſecular 


cares, which may, to a certain degree, be expedient 
and neceſſary : and, remembering how very poor is 
the richeſt treaſure, which can be attained in this life, 
let us © covet earneſtly the beſt gifts,” and defire above 
all things to poſſeſs © the unſearchable riches of Chrilt,” | 
Amen, | | 
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S ECT. II. 


The concluſion of our Lord's ſermon on the mount, in which 
be gave various practical directions and exhortations. 


Wx have already perceived much of the excellence 
and importance of the ſermon, which Jeſus delivered 
on the mount; and the concluſion, to which we now 
proceed, will appear equally intereſting. We ſhall 
meet with further proofs of the holineſs of that religion, 
which he taught, while we conſider the various direc- 
tions here given for the conduct of his diſciples *. 

To guard them againſt the cenſorious diſpoſition 
of the Phariſees, who were ever prone to condemn 
others in the moſt rigorous manner, he commanded 
them to abſtain from all raſh and ſeyere judgment, 
ce Judge not,” is indeed an extenſive precept. We 
eannot help forming an opinion of thoſe actions and 
characters, which force themſelves upon our obſerva- 
tion: nor are we forbidden, ſurely, to blame what is 
evidently wrong ; nay, our duty requires us, as we love 
our brother, to point out his faults, and warn him of his 
danger. But we are enjoined not to conclude againſt any 
perſon precipitately, nor to be influenced in our dect- 


* Matt, vii. 1, &c. 
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ſions by pride or malevolence. Vet do we not per- 
ceive amongſt ourſelves much of this very ſpirit, which 
prevailed with the Phariſees of old? How few are ac- 
tuated by that divine principle of love, which“ bear- 
eth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things *!” Do not the various par- 
ties, who contend ſo warmly for their reſpective ſen- 
timents and adherents, both in politics and religion, 
diſcover a bitter and malignant diſpoſition? How 
unwilling *are they to believe any thing favourable of 
each other, or to make any candid allowance for the 
miſtakes or failings of their opponents! How keen in 
their remarks; how glad to find any thing juſtly cen- 
ſurable; and how eager to fix names of contempt and 
reproach, one upon the other! We need not inquire 
or aſſign a reaſon for this, beſides our on depravity. 
We need not impute bigotry and malevolence to this 
or that party, for they are the weeds, which ſpring up 
in every ſoil, and are the natural produce of the human 
heart. © The ſpirit that dwelleth in us luſteth to envy F.” 
| Jeſus has ſuggeſted ſome important conſiderations, 
which ſhould deter us from forming any raſh judg- 
ment. Thoſe, who are molt ſevere in their reflec- 
tions upon others, need expect no favour from their 
fellow creatures. Men will not be diſpoſed to pardon 
or palliate their miſconduct ; but will greedily catch at 
an opportunity of requiting them with the ſame acri- 
monious cenſures, which they have liberally dealt out. 
And what treatment may they look for, at the hands of 
a righteous God? How will they ſtand before him, 


* 1 Cor. xiii, 7. + James iv. 5. 
O 4 when 
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when their characters are ſcrutinized with that rigorous 
exactneſs, with which they have decided upon others? 
He has determined, that © they ſhall have judgment 
without mercy, who have ſhewed no mercy *.“ 

It ſhould alſo be conſidered, that we are but ill qua- 
lified to paſs ſentence on any perſons around us. Few 
of their actions, in compariſon, fall under our notice, 
and, perhaps, of thoſe few we ſee not the whole. We 
may not underſtand their inward principles ; or we may 
conclude too haſtily from appearances, which are de- 
ceitful, or from mere reports, which are generally 

- vague and uncertain, If, however, there be ſome- 
thing in their manners, which we muſt condemn, may 
not certain extenuations be admitted in their behalf? 
We know not, under what temptations and difficulties 
they have laboured, and how much they have been ex- 
cluded from opportunities of information or admoni- 
tion. At leaſt, a ſenſe of our own ignorance and lia- 
bleneſs to err, through prejudice and miſconception, 
ſhould incline us to draw the moſt candid and chari- 
table concluſions; and the remembrance of our own 
numerous and aggravated faults ſhould deter us from 
ſpeaking evil of any man. | | 

Jeſus has inſtructed us, likewiſe, to look well to our 
ſpirit and conduct, when we undertake to reprove. 
Our office in life, and our chriſtian duty in a private 
ſituation, may frequently render this painful taſk ne- 
ceſſary. But, while we narrowly inſpect others, we 
ſhould pay a ſtrict attention to ourſelves. It would 
be abſurd and prepoſterous to ſpy out every minute 
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failing in a brother, and at the ſame time to be wil- 
fully blind to our own enormous offences. / Yet this is 
generally the caſe with cenſorious perſons, who are, of 
conſequence, incapable of paſſing fair judgment, and 
giving a proper admonition. Correction and reforma- 
tion ſhould begin at home. For thoſe, who allow them- 
ſelves in bad habits are like men, whoſe eyes are ſo ob- 
ſcured, that they cannot diſcern objects aright. - And, 
as the ſight muſt be cleared, in order to form any juſt 
deciſion concerning things around us ; ſo muſt the mind 
be freed from the love and power of fin, that it may be 
qualified to determine honeſtly, and bring a true charge 
againſt another. * Caſt out the beam out of thine own 
eye; and then ſhalt thou ſee Jerk to caſt out the 
mote out of thy brother's eye. 

Prudence will require us, . to alert ws 4 4 
racter of thoſe, whom we may wiſh to rebuke or ex- 
hort. For there are ſome ſuch profane and bold cons 
temners of every thing good and ſerious, that any ſo- 
lemn admonition would. not only be loſt upon them, 
but excite 1n them the moſt violent reſentment ;. which, 
beſides bringing us into difficulties, might cauſe the 
name and the truth of God to be blaſphemed. There- 
fore the Saviour adds, © Give not that which is holy 
unto the dogs, neither caſt ye your pearls before ſwine:“ 
and on the fame ground Solomon directs us, ©. Speak 
not in the ears of a fool; for he will deſpiſe the vildews 
of thy words *.” 

The caution, N may be abuſed, ond da 
in defence of that cowardly diſpoſition, which is afraid 
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of oppoſing fin upon any occaſion whatever. While, 
therefore, we plead for prudence and reſerve, let us 
endeavour to regulate our conduct, not by worldly 
motives, but by a ſupreme deſire to promote the glory 
of God. It may be difficult, in particular caſes, to 
determine the line of propriety and duty, or ſtill more 
difficult to purſue it; on which account we ſhall have 
need of conſtant application to the God of all grace, 
for his guidance and aſſiſtance, Jeſus, therefore, pro- 
ceeds to inculcate fervour and importunity in prayer. 
We ſeek not for an exact connection in the different 
parts of this diſcourſe; yet exhortations to call upon 
God appear at once ſuitably to follow from the pre- 
ceding ſubject. 

It has been objected, however! * Though our ok 


be arduous, our petitions to God can avail us nothing, 


He knows our wants, and, if he chuſes, will ſupply 
them; if not, our arguments or entreaties can never 


perſuade him.“ An impious ſuggeſtion indeed! Will 


you not be thankful, if God will diſpenſe mercy to 
you in any way? He requires you to ſurround the 
throne of grace with inceſſant cries; and, if you decline 


that ſervice as hard or unreaſonable, you will periſh for 


ever, for your proud contempt of his offered bleſſing. 
He underſtands, that you every day feel freſh occaſion 
for food to eat; and, if he pleaſed, he could give you 
bread from heaven. But he has appointed the huſ- 


| bandman to labour, © that he may bring forth food 


out of the earth; and, though the huſbandman's ut- 


moſt efforts would, of themſelves, be ine ffectual, yet, if 
far 
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for that reaſon he ſhould neglect the cultivation of his 
ground, he might juſtly ſtarve in the time of harveſt. - 

In making known our requeſts unto God, we ſhould 
not be fatisfied with cold and faint wiſhes: for all the 
vigour, which the ſoul is capable of exerting, is re- 
quired in this buſineſs, We are, therefore, commanded 
to © aſk, ſeek, and knock; to © aſk,” as thoſe who 
feel the moſt preſſing neceſſities, and cannot take a de- 
nial ; to“ ſeek,” with unremitting diligence, as thoſe 
who are purſuing an object of the firſt importance; to 
Knock,“ with repeated ſolicitations for admiſſion, 
till the door of 'mercy be opened. Nor need we fear 
the charge of preſumption for this'importunity, though 
our ſins have merited the ſevereſt diſpleaſure of our 
God. It is his own injunction, and we muſt obey. 
But have we a good proſpect of ſucceeding? No les 
than an abſolute certainty; for an expreſs promiſe is 
added, that our requeſts ſhall be granted, that the de- 
ſired effect ſhall crown our endeavours, and a free en- 
trance into the church and kingdom of God be allowed 
us. But, you will ſay, do not many fail? No; not 
one, who has ſincerely complied with the rules pre- 
ſcribed. In no inſtance whatever has the divine decla- 
ration been falſified. We ſhould form larger and more 
honourable conceptions of the goodneſs of God: for 
Jeſus has here taught us to conſider him as a tender and 
loving Father, who cannot ſport with the miſeries of 
his dear offspring, or mock them when they cry for 
help. A ſtriking appeal is made to the feelings of 
every parent, to determine the caſe, Such a monſter 


15 Two to be met with, as can inſult over his chil- | 
dren 
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dren in diſtreſs, and, inſtead of miniſtering to their ne- 
ceſſary ſupport, give them that which would be an in- 
Jury rather than a benefit. And ſhall the God of hea- 
ven be lefs kind and compaſſionate than we, who are 
depraved and perverſe from our very birth? 

But what effect ſhould the mercy of God produce 
in us? It ſhould render us not only fervent in prayer 
to him, but upright and faithful in our dealings, atten- 
tive and benevolent, one to another: nor is it poſſible, 
that we can feel any real devotion towards God, unleſs 
we have learned to exerciſe juſtice and tenderneſs to 
our fellow-creatures. Hence Jeſus has inferred the 
neceſſity of obſerving, what is uſually called, the golden 
rule of equity, that we ſhould treat all men, as we could 
with reaſon expect them to treat us in ſimilar circum- 
ſtances. This contains a perfect ſyſtem of ethics; at 
leaſt, from this one ſimple direction every moral duty 
may be deduced. It exhibits the ſubſtance of all that 
the law and the prophets have enjoined, concerning 
our relative obligations. The propriety and excellency 
of the precept muſt be generally allowed, ſince it calls 
upon every man to judge between his neighbour and 
himſelf, If he doubt, what line of conduct he ſhould 
purſue towards another, let him ſuppoſe, for a moment, 
a mutual change of ſituation, and then aſk, what uſage 
he could fairly look for from him. He cannot help 
drawing a right concluſion. Yet how little attention is 
paid to this rule]! Moſt perſons ſeem to act upon con- 
tracted and ſelfiſh principles, as if they were the only 
people, whoſe advantage and comfort ought to be con- 
ſulted: and few indeed, comparatively, demean them- 
| ſelves 


- JESUS. CHRIST,” 205 
ſelves in life with a real and diſintereſted integrity. 
We lament the diſingenuouſneſs we meet with in the 
world; but let us ſeriouſly examine ourſelves, and per- 
haps it will be found, that we practiſe the moſt awful 
ſelf deluſion, and ſooth our conſciences with a falſe 
Peace. | 

Religion, however, is a ſolemn Doſineks . can- 
not be managed, to any good effect, with a duplicity 
or indifference of mind. So our Lord proceeds to ad- 
moniſh us. If we would ſave our ſouls, we muſt be 
in earneſt : and ſince many obſtacles may await us, our 
utmoſt exertions will be required. At the very onſet, 
much is to be done and ſuffered ; we muſt © enter in 
at the ſtrait gate.” 

Two different ways are propoſed to our cots : 
tion: and we ought to deliberate very ſeriouſly, which 
road we ſhould take. The firſt, which offers, ſeems 
to poſſeſs ſome advantages. © The gate is wide: it 
is readily found ; and admiſſion may be obtained with- 
out difficulty. There are no diſagreeable reſtraints to 
deter us, eſpecially as © the way is broad ;” for every 
man may purſue his own courſe, and there is room 
enough to wander in an endleſs: variety of paths. . We 
need only follow the deſires of our hearts, and we ſhall 
not deviate from it. Another very powerful induce- 
ment to proceed, 1s, that a numerous company are tra- 
velling in this track ; and, however various our taſtes, 
we may meet with acquaintance ſuited to our wiſhes. 
Many there be, which go in thereat ;” ſo that, to be 
faſhionable, we muſt join their ſociety. 1 

What 
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What hinders, then, but that here we fix our choice, 
fince ſo many reaſons invite us? It may be proper to 
aſk another queſtion, Whither does this path tend? 
and the anſwer, ſurely, will fill us with diſmay, « It 
leadeth to deſtruction.“ A few fine flowers may be 
ſtrewed in the way to tempt unwary pilgrims; but 
how terrible will the end be! © Blackneſs of darkneſs 
for ever! Many affect to diſhelieve it; but the mouth 
of the Lord hath ſpoken it, and he will execute his own 
denunciations. Ah! fooliſh people, and unwiſe ! Sport 
no longer on the brink of final perdition ; but inſtantly 
ſtop, or rather, endeavour to make good your retreat 
without delay. 

Another road is propoſed, which is attended with 
ſome diſcouraging circumſtances ; but let us conſider, 
of what ſort they are, and what influence they ſhould 
have. Strait is the gate:” it requires mature thought 
to diſcover it, and many ſtrenuous efforts to gain ad- 
miſſion. In order to enter, we muſt conſent to certain 
painful ſeparations, we muſt part with many things 
which we might wiſh to retain, and expect violent op- 
poſition from our neareſt relatives and aſſociates. If 
there are ſuch obſtacles at the very beginning, what 
will be the remainder of the journey ? Throughout the 
whole, even to the very cloſe, it is what our corrupt 
nature will diſlike, © The way is narrow ;” fo that 
we ſhall be conſtantly in danger of deviating from it. 
The reſtraints, alſo, which are impoſed, the various 
Anares laid for the travellers, and the reſiſtance made to 
their progreſs, may diſcourage and diſtreſs them : for 


moſt perſons are unwilling to combat with difficulties. 
It 


4 
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It may be aſked, Who are they, that walk this road? 
And here, perhaps, another objection will be raiſed, 
ſince © few there be that find it,” It is not pleafant to 
be marked out and derided, as preciſe and ſingular; 
and on this very account many will turn aſide from a 
path, which is ſo little frequented, and determine to 
be like their neighbours. Beſides, the company upon 
this road is not only ſmall, but of ſuch a ſort, as to diſ- 
guſt thoſe, who are devoted to worldly purſuits. For 
« not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many mighty, 
not many noble are called“: fo that they who dare 
to © tread the narrow way,” muſt be willing to be ac-- 
counted of a weak underſtanding, and of a mean, con- 
temptible ſpirit. | 
But will you not inquire, What will the iſſue be? 
And will it not at once fix your reſolution, to hear that 
tc it leadeth unto life?“ Only enter by the appointed 
gate, and perſevere in the path preſcribed, and you 
will be eternally happy with your God. It will infal- 
libly conduct you to heaven: every one, that endureth 


unto the end, ſhall be put in complete and everlaſting 
poſſeſſion of that kingdom of bliſs and glory. Storms 


and tempeſts may for the preſent beat upon you, briers 
and thorns may obſtruct your progreſs; but hold on 
your way, and ſoon ſhall your pilgrimage be finiſhed, 
when you ſhall partake of that fulneſs of joy, and thoſe 
pleaſures, which are at God's right hand for evermore. 
Does there a doubt remain? O credit the declarations 
of him who cannot lie: and delay not, for a moment, 
a buſineſs of unſpeakable importance! Whatever pain- 


* x Cor, i. 26. 


ful 
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ful ſtruggles it may coſt, as you value the alvation of 


your ſouls, ſtrive to gain. admiſſion, at the only door, 
to which the Goſpel refers you, before it. be for ever 
cloſed. 

The difficulties of the Chriſtian may be ncaa 
by the unſoundneſs of ſome, who make a religious 


profeſſion: on which account our Lord has warned us 


to beware of deceivers and hypocrites. Falſe teachers, 
then, may be expected to ariſe 1 in the Church; nor 


ſhould we be ſtaggered, when we find them. They 
may aſſume a ſpecious appearance, and pretend to much 
meekneſs and ſimplicity of manners, as if they be- 
longed to the true fold: for they © come in ſheep's 
clothing.” But their deſigns are baſe and miſchievous: 
they are enemies to the flock of God, which it is their 
aim to ſcatter and deſtroy, for © inwardly they are ra- 
vening wolves.” Beware, ſays the great Shepherd: 
be cautious what credit you give to the claims and de- 
clarations of thoſe, who put on the fair ſhew of piety 
and undertake to inſtruct others. 

Is there, then, any ſure teſt, by which their ſince- 
rity may be tried? The general tenour of their conduct 
will furniſh the moſt deciſive proof. Ye ſhall know 
them by their fruits.” The nature of a tree is always 
determined by its produce. That only which yields 
ſomething uſeful in life, is allowed to be really good: 
and that, which brings forth nothing but what is noxi- 
ous or worthleſs, will not long be ſuffered: to ſtand, 
however beautiful in appearance; © it is nigh unto 
curſing, and its end is to be burned *. The ſubject 


* Heb. vi. 8. l 
IS 


is applicable to thoſe who receive, as well as thoſe who 
give, inſtruction; and it is, therefore, incumbent upon 
all to inquire of themſelves, Are there any fruits of 
righteouſneſs to be found in me? If we have nothing 
more to exhibit, than the leaves and bloſſoms of a reli · 
gious profeſſion, we may juſtly dread that ſentence, 
« Cut it down; hy cumbereth it the ground? 

It were abſurd to attempt any impoſition upon Jeſus 
by an hypocritical ſhew. He requires a ſincere and 
uniform obedience ; nor will he be ſatisfied by the 
ſtrongeſt declarations of high regard, where there is no 
intention to pleaſe him, no ſtrenuous endeavours to do 
his will. Expreſſions of eſteem are cheap: and are 
theſe all that you look for from your friends ? If you 
perceive in them a continual negle& of your wiſhes, ' 
and an oppoſition to your known intereſt, you will not 
credit their words. Nay, you will account them as 
your enemies, who with their mouths pretend a cordial 
attachment, the better to carry on ſome hoſtile deſigns 
againſt you. Accordingly, Jeſus aſſures us, that all 
thoſe, who ſhall be found“ workers of iniquity,” ſhall 
be diſowned by him in the great day, and ſentenced to 


an everlaſting ſeparation from him, however they may 


be able to plead, that they have been zealous advocates 


for his truth, eminent officers in his Church, and poſ- 


ſeſſed of diſtinguiſhed gifts for the benefit of others. 
How tremendous is the declaration! Can any more 
forcible argument be ſuggeſted, which may induce us 
to examine, with true ſeriouſneſs of mind, What are 
we? Does our conduct, as well as our language, evince 
an unfeigned regard to the Saviour? Or what recep- 

Vol. III. | P tion 
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tion may we expect from him, when he ſhall come to 
. exhibit every character in its true hom, and execute 
an impartial judgment upon all? - 1 10 

So ſolemn were the heats of Jeſus to his 
| hearers! The cloſe of the ſermon may be conſidered 
as a practical application of the whole, and may-furnifh 
his miniſters with an excellent model for their public 
addreſſes to the people. He ſeparated and divided his 
audience into two claſſes; and it will, in general, be 
proper and neceſſary to 1 our. n 
in the ſame manner. 

There are thoſe, who make a ſuitable cc 
of their religious inſtructions; and they are to be en- 
couraged by a repreſentation of their happineſs and ſe- 
curity, They liſten to the word of Chriſt; and, more- 
over, they render an unfeigned obedience. Not ſatiſ- 
fied with expreſſing their approbation, they deſire that 
their conduct in every reſpect ſhould be conformable 
to it. They are, therefore, anxious to know, chiefly 
in order that they may perform, the whole will of God. 
Herein they act a wiſe part; and they ſhall reap the 
benefit. They build upon a ſure foundation, which 
cannot be removed, and provide a place of refuge from 
the violence of impending ſtorms. For ſuch trials, 
-probably, will ſoon come upon them, as will prove, 
that they ſtand on firm ground, and that their houſe of 
defence is immovably eſtabliſhed. Ts the miniſtry of the 
Goſpel, then, precious unto us? and are we giving heed 
to the precepts, as well as to the promiſes ? Our obedi- 
ence, doubtleſs, is defective: but does the general prac- 
tice of our lives evince our ſincerity? If ſo, being ac- 

cepted 
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cepted of God according to his Covenant, we ſhall be 


preſerved in the hour of temptation, ſupported and 


comforted in the pains of diſſolution; and in the ſolemn 
day of accounts, when the hope of the hypocrite ſhall 
periſh, we ſhall maintain a holy confidence and joy \be- 
fore the preſence of our Judge. , | 

But there are thoſe, who conſtantly attend upon the 
word of God, and yet regulate not their conduct by it. 
It is proper to detect their hypocrily, and, if poſſible, 
to diſcover. them to themſelves, that they may be 
awakened out of the dreams of ſelf- deceit, and alarmed 
by a faithful repreſentation of their danger. They hear 
the ſayings of Chriſt; and ſo far it is well: but they 
do them not. The preaching may pleaſe and aſtoniſh; 
but it has no practical influence upon their tempers 
and converſation ; ſo that they continue as covetous, 
ſenſual, and malicious as ever. How abſurdly do they 
act! By their religious ſervices, they ſeem to be pre- 
paring a houſe of defence; and they flatter themſelves 
with ſecurity, But the ſeaſon is approaching, when 
their folly will be expoſed. Their building will not 
ſtand againſt thoſe tremendous tempeſts, which may be 
expected to ariſe. It has no foundation, for it is not 
eſtabliſhed upon the rock; and therefore the ſtorms, 
which beat upon it, will level it with the ground, and 
bury them in the ruins. 

And have we not occaſion to lament, as Jeſus did, 
that many ſeem'to hear in vain? Many, who neglect 
not the ordinances, are remiſs in the common duties of 
life. We rejoice to perceive their attention at church, 
but grieve to obſerve no amendment at home. We 

| P 2 ſolemnly 
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ſolemnly warn them, then, not to truſt to their profef. 
ſions of regard to Chriſt and his Goſpel, nor to flatter 
themſelves, on this ground, that they have provided a 
place of ſafety. The tempeſtuous day is coming ; and 
wo be to all thoſe, who have built their houſe upon the 
ſand! God “ will lay judgment to the line, and righ- 
teouſneſs to the plummet; and the hail ſhall ſweep away 
the refuge of lies, and the waters ſhall overflow the 
hiding- place Horror and anguiſh inconceivable 
muſt enſye, when they, who © were exalted to heaven” 
in their religious privileges, © ſhall be thruſt down to 
hell” to ſuffer the vengeance of eternal fire. | 
Such was the import of this awful, pointed, and 
awakening ſermon on the mount. The people were 
aſtoniſhed at his doctrine:“ and, as to many, this was 
all the effect produced. Yet what does it avail, merely 
to expreſs an admuration of the ſpeaker, while the truth 
delivered is rejected with ſcorn? Soon will it be ſaid, 
« Behold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh +.” 
Juſtly, indeed, might the audience of Jeſus be amazed: 
for ſo ſingular an Inſtructor never appeared. Probably, 
in his manner he was remarkable, uniting a majeſtie 

_ dignity with the ſweeteſt condeſcenſion. © For he 
taught them as one having authority, and not as the 
Scribes,” who meanly ſought the favour of the people. 
He iſſued out his commands, as poſſeſſing in himfelf 
the power of enforcing obedience, as their Lord, their 
Governor, and their Judge. Nor was the matter of 
- his. diſcourſe lefs ſurpriſing ; the doctrine being in 
many reſpects ſublime and myſterious, contrary, at 


* Ia. xxviii. 17. + Adds xii, 41. 
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| leaft, to the nk uſually advanced by their Rab- 
bins. 

Let all the hearers of the Goſpel make the applica- 
tion to themſelves. Iris Jeſus, who yet addreſſes you 
by the mouth of his ſervants, and to him your attention 
is demanded. What influence, then, have the truths, 
which are preached, produced in your minds? You 
may have been aſtoniſhed, bur have you been truly 
converted by them? Remember, with whom you have 
to do; it is One, whom you cannot deceive. Though 
with demure appearance you tread his courts, if you 
work iniquity, he will ſearch it out, and finally reject 
you with contempt and abhorrence. He ſpake on 
earth, and much more will he ſpeak from heaven with _ 
authority, when he ſhall come with power and great 
glory, as the Judge of quick and dead. But whe 
may abide the day of his coming? and who ſhall ſtand 
when he appeareth * ?” There are thoſe, who will 
have confidence, and not be aſhamed before him at 
his coming .“ But there are multitudes, even in his 
viſible Church, who ſhall then be overwhelmed with 
confuſion, whilſt he will pronounce the tremendous and 
irreverſible ſentence, © I never knew you; _ depart from 
me,” 

*« The Lord grant unto us, that we may find mercy 
of the Lord in that day! Amen. 
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JESUS CHRIST. 


1 


SECT, 12. 


Jeſus healed a leper—retired into the wilderneſs — attended 
by Phariſees and Doctors — cured a paralytic—called 
Matthew, the Publican-—vifited him, when many Pub- 
licans were preſent —juſtified his diſciples for * free 
and 1 5 manner of Ae. 


In every part of our Lord's public miniſtry, we ſhall 
find him attended, through his different movements, 
by immenſe multitudes. The doctrines, which he 
preached, and the miracles, which he performed, ge- 
nerally brought together a large concourſe of people; 
though but few in compariſon ſeem to have been cor- 
dially attached to him. Some were led by curioſity, 
or a deſire to hear and to ſee any thing new and un- 
common ; others, oppreſſed with bodily diſeaſes, ap- 
plied to him for relief under their various complaints. 
Shall not we, alſo, in the preſent day, be induced to 
liſten to the word, which he hath commanded to be 
- publiſhed, and come to him for that healing of our in- 
firmities, which he alone can beſtow? The Goſpel of 
his grace is as wonderful and important as ever: and 
Jeſus, who is exalted to his throne of glory, is not leſs 
powerful or compaſſionate, than he appeared to be dur- 
- | ing 
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ing his abode on earth. Let us inquire, then, what 
are the truths, which he hath delivered to bus Sn 
what the benefits, which his hand confers. 

Among the crowds, which followed Jeſus, after hi 
ſermon on the mount, was a poor unhappy man, “ full 
of leproſy *.“ A malady this, which was peculiarly 
diſtreſſing. . For, not to obſerve that it was moſt of- 
fenſive, painful, and dangerous, the Jewiſh law excluded 
all perſons, infected with it, from public worſhip, and 
from a free intercourſe with ſociety, forbidding them 
to dwell in any town. How wretched their ſituation ! 
Here was one, who, being deeply impreſſed with a 
ſenſe of his own miſery, earneſtly implored relief. 
When he ſaw Jeſus, having heard of his character and 
wonderful works of mercy, he applied to him with 
much importunity, and with evident ſigns of real de- 
pendence, though, probably, not without a mixture of 
unbelief. He worſhipped him, falling down on his 
face, and very ardently beſought him to ſhew his uſual 
compaſſion. Fully confident of his power, yet doubt 
ful of his willingneſs, to heal him, Lord,“ ſaid he, 
te if thou wilt, thou canſt make me clean.“ What a 
picture of diſtreſs was here! An afflicted creature, de- 
prived of the main comforts of life, ſhut out from 
friends and relations, loathſome in the ſight of others, 
and burdenſome to himſelf, deſpairing of obtaining de- 
liverance from men, and now proſtrate as an humble 
ſupplicant at the feet of Jeſus! And did the Saviour 
ever turn away from ſuch an object, or diſregard ſuch 
an application? No ; his heart was ever ſuſceptible of 


* 8 viii. 14. Mark i. 40—45. Lake v. 12—16. 
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the tendereſt pity ; and, therefore, no ſooner was the 


_ defire expreſſed, than it was granted in its full extent 


Inſtantly, at his word, the malady was removed, and 4 
perfect cure wrought. He upbraided not the leper's 
diſtruſt, yet took an effectual method to remove it. 
To demonſtrate that his grace is equal to his power, 
and that he is as ready as he is able to relieve every 
needy petitioner, he ſaid, I will; be thou clean.” 
Like the great Almighty Sovereign, having all thingy 
at his command, He ſpake, and it was done.” 

The circumſtance, here related, repreſents the Sa- 
viour in the moſt amiable light, and holds forth encou- 
ragement to us, to make known our requeſts, whatever 
our neceſſities may be. Are we not, in a ſpiritual 
ſenſe, like this poor, afflicted perſon ? Sin is the leproſy 
of the ſoul, which renders us unclean in every part, 
and unfit for the Society of God and his ſaints. Do we 


perceive and lament the defilement and the danger of 


this diſeaſe ? Behold, a Phyſician is at hand! In every 
miracle of Jefus we ſee an emblem of the works of 
grace, which he performs for the deliverance and fal- 
vation of his people. You, who are bowed down with 
your diſtreſs, entreat his help. You have heard what 
he has done for others : you believe, therefore, that he 


is able to ſave you; and, though your faith may be 
weak, and the fear may ariſe in your minds, © perhaps 


he is not willing,” yet come and make the experiment, 
Lie low at his feet, and lift up your prayer to him, 
« Lord, make me clean;” and he will not diſdain or 
reject you. You ſhall prove the healing virtue of his 


Spirit, and. obtain ſuch abundant mercy, as to your own 


6 | apprehenſions 


4, 
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_ apprehenfions may appear impoſſible. He wil reply 
to your petition, '© I will; be thow clean.” — 

The leper, being reſtored, way diſmiſſed wits tif 
injunction not to divulge the caſe, till he had properly 
atteſted it before the prieſt, and offered the appoinred 


ſacrifices at the temple. The charge of ſecrecy might 
be given by our Lord, either that he might avoid all 
appearance of oſtentation, or that he might prevent 
the malicious objections of the prieſts, who, probably, 
would have denied the reality of the cure, if they had 
previouſly heard of its author: and he required a eom- 
pliance with the Moſaic rites, that he might not be 
cenfured for contempt or diſregard of the law. ' But 
the man, who had been healed, perhaps in the tranſ- 
port of his joy and the warmth of his gratitude, pub- 
liſhed the miracle, which he was commanded to con- 
ceal. This excited the general notice of the neigh- 
bourhood ; and great multitudes reſorted to Jeſus from 
all quarters, through the extenſive fame which he had 
acquired, 
The admiration of a multitude, however, was not 
what Jeſus ſought; for he had no vain or ambitious 
views; and therefore © he withdrew himſelf ſtom them 
into the wilderneſs.” And for what purpoſe ?? That 
he might ſecure ſome ſhort ſeaſon of retirement; which 
he might ſpend, without interruption, in meditation and 
prayer. How often are we reminded, from his ex- 


ample, of the neceſſity of ſuch an occaſional abſtraftion 
from the world! Be it, then, remembered, that unleſs 
we are ſeriouſly attentive to ſecret devotion, our reli- 


gion, and our 2 too, will dwindle away. Theſe, 
who 
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who are much engaged in public lite, ſhould conſider 
their peculiar danger on this account; for, whilit they 
are always in a crowd, and diſtracted witli a conſtant 
ſucceſſion and hurry of ſecular avocations, how can the 


ſoul be properly regarded, or its vigour maintained? 


Nay, even thoſe, who are actively employed in the im- 
mediate ſervice of God, as the miniſters of his word, 
may expect to ſuffer ſome ſpiritual declenſion, if they 


neglect the private duties of the cloſet. They ſhould 


not only be earneſt and unremitting in their labours for 


the benefit of others, but endeavour to obtain freſh 


ſupplies of wiſdom and ſtrength, by renewed commu- 
nications of grace, for their own uſe. The difficulty is, 
to ſecure a ſufficient and ſuitable time. But we muſt 
learn of Jeſus, to watch our opportunities, and even 
inſiſt upon them, by retreating from our neceſſary. en- 
gagements and our kindeſt friends, that we may keep 
up our ſecret intercourſe with God. Such is the pat- 
tern ſet before us: alas! how defective are the moſt 
eminent of his followers! In nothing, perhaps, do they 
fail more, than in the improvement of their leiſure for 
devotional purpoſes. For is not this holy retirement 
too much neglected? and neglected, becauſe it re- 
quires the moſt lively, ſpiritual affections, and flatters 
not the vanity of the mind, by exciting the admiration 
of others ? | 

Jeſus, however, was ſoon called forth again to ** 


lic view and activity. Though it might have been 


pleaſing to himſelf to have ſpent a longer ſeaſon in ſo- 
litude, he could not be unmindful of the multitudes, 
who flocked after him, and therefore for their ſakes he 

returyed 


jzx$US"enniaT.  ' arg 
returned to his former exertions . Upon his coming 
back to Capernaum,' immenſe crowds attended him, to 
whom he preached the Goſpel. Amongſt theſe were 
ſome perſons of higher ſtation and more reſpectable 
appearance, than his common hearers: © Phariſees and 
Doctors of the law.” It is but ſeldom that men of 
rank or conſequence pay any ſerious regard to the 
word of God; and therefore we may be diſpoſed to 
wonder that theſe made part of the congregation. But 
it is remarked of them, that © they were ſitting by,” 
as if they were totally unconcerned with his ſubject, 
and, like ſpies, meant only to obſerve and cenſure his 
conduct. They had travelled from diſtant parts of the 
country, even from Jeruſalem, and, probably, met by 
appointment at Capernaum, not ſo much from curio- 
ſity, as from a malicious defire to ſtart objections. We 
ſhall, therefore, remark, that they were ready to catch 
at his words. He was perfectly apprized of their in- 
tentions; yet, not diſcouraged by their preſence, he 
proceeded in his work, and gave ſuch proofs of his high 
character before them, by many miraculous cures, as 
were enough to convince or confound them. * 
The miniſters of Chriſt are often placed in a ſimĩlar 
ſituation, being ſurrounded by thoſe, who are unfriend- 
ly, and diſpoſed to find fault. Such hearers may pro- 
perly be ſaid to be * fitting by; for they come, not 
to be inſtructed, but to paſs their judgment on the ſer- 
mon; and, therefore, they criticiſe both the preacher 
and his doctrine with malevolence and ſeverity. The 
ſervant of the Lord, however, though his feelings may 


Matt. ix, 1—8. Mark ii. 112, Luke v. 17==26, 
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be wounded, muſt ſtill perſiſt in the faithful diſcharge of 
his office, nor conceal any part of the dhe cee . 
he knows that he ſhall excite oppoſition. 

When Jeſus was thus attended, a poor diſabled pa 
rn was brought before him. The crowd about the 
houſe prevented all acceſs; but ſuch was the cagerneſs 
of the afflicted man and his friends to obtain relief, that 
with great pains and difficulty he was taken up to the 
roof, and let down by cords, where our Lord was 

preaching. 

Perhaps, this particular method of application aroſe 
from ignorance and unbelief, as it ſeemed to imply, 
that the Saviour could not work the cure at a diſtance. 
He did not, however, upbraid them with their weak - 
neſs; but, conſidering their conduct as an evidence of 
faith, he received them graciouſly, and encouraged the 
palſied perſon by an aſſurance of the pardon of his fins, 
A bleſſing this, which does not appear to have been 
ſolicited or defired. But ſo free and extenſive is the 
mercy of our God, that all, who apply to him with real 
ſincerity of heart, ſhall find him © able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that they aſk or think.” 

The declaration of Jeſus, which denoted his fove- 
reign majeſty and divine power, diſpoſed his captious 
hearers to raiſe a formidable objection againſt him. 
They argued within themſelves, that he was guilty of 
the groſſeſt impiety in the claim, which he ſet up. 
Their poſition was true, that none can forgive ſins but 
| God alone; yet their concluſion, that Jeſus had ſpoken 
blaſphemy, was falſe. . They would not believe, though 
the cleareſt evidence was given, that he poſſeſſed the 
| perfetions 
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perſections of Deity, and, therefore, that the forgive- 
neſs of ſins belonged to him, as his high prerogative. = 
He replied to the charge, even before they had dared 
to avow it, and thereby diſcovered his intimate àc- 
quaintance with their very thoughts. Who, then, can 
this be, that calleth men to account for the imagina- 
tion of their hearts? To prove that he had not been 
guilty of a vain, preſumptuous boaſt, he propoſed in- 
ſtantly to reſtore the poor cripple before them to health 
and vigour; and therefore, with all the majeſty” and 
authority of a divine perſon, and with a view to ſhew 
- he right to pardon offenders, he thus addreſſed the 

© I ſay unto thee, Ariſe, and take up _ hed, 

a * thy way into thine houſe,” vr 

The word was effectual ; for immediately che para- 
lytic received ſtrength, ſo that he departed without af- 
fiſtance, aſeribing glory to God. This excited a ge- 
neral amazement and conſternation amopg the people. 
They cried out, © We have ſeen ftrange things to- 
day,“ as if they knew not what concluſion to draw; 


but the proper and Juſt inference is, that Jeſus poſſeſſes 


divine perfections in himſelf, and can diſpenſe the re- 
miſtion of ſins, as he pleaſes, This muſt be a fair 
deduction, as the miracle ſeems to have been wrought 
on purpoſe to confirm it. And, when we hear of theſe 
aſtoniſhing events, ſhall we not rejoice, c that the Son 
of man hath power on earth to forgive fins?” If we 


have no palſy to be cured, it will not be ſaid, that we 


have no iniquities to be pardoned. Then let us con- 
ſider our need of Jeſus, and, inſtead of cavilling the 
Scribes and Doctors did, let us implore his help. 

While 
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While our conſciences witneſs againſt us, that our tranſ- 
oreſſions are very many, let us go to him with an 
humble reliance upon his mercy, and lay, ce Lord, thou 
only canſt remove my load of guilt; extend thy com- 
paſſion to me; aſſure me of thy favour; and ſpeak 
peace to my ſoul, that I may depart with deepeſt im- 
preſſions of gratitude and love, glorifying Gd. 
As Jeſus retired from Capernaum toward the ſea- 
ſhore, he fixed his eye upon a certain publican, named 
Matthew or Levi, who was buſily employed in his oc- 
cupation, as a tax-gatherer, S ſitting at the receipt of 
cuſtom,” and immediately called him to be his dif- 
ciple *. The office of publicans was odious to the Jews, 
and, as their buſineſs expoſed them to many tempta- 
. tions, they were generally perſons of an infamous cha- 
racter; ; ſo that it became proverbial to join © publicans 
and ſinners” together. But by our Lord's conduct we 
are taught to deſpiſe no man, whatever he may once 
have been. Jeſus can pardon, and can ſanctify: he 
diſdains not to accept and ſaye even thoſe, who have 
been moſt atrocious offenders; nay, he ſeems purpoſely 
to have choſen ſome of this very ſtamp, that he might 
diſplay the greatneſs of his mercy, and encourage the 
hopes of all, who are willing, to ſubmit unto him, how- 
ever deſperate their caſe may appear. In certain in- 
ſtances, we perceive, he has ſought after them, with- 
out waiting for their application, and conſtrained them, 
by the diſcovery of his love and the influence of his 
Spirit, to forſake their beloved purſuits, an to follow 
him. 


= Matt. ix. 9. Mark ii. 13, 14. Luke v. 27, * f 
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Such, we apprehend, was the caſe of Matthew. He 
P ˖7—*ꝰ . ˙ 0 
though not an honourable buſineſs, and probably had 
no ſerious cares or ſpiritual deſires, when Jeſus lobked 
upon him, and required him to renounce his ſecular 
gains, and become one of his deſpiſed attendants. 
Many, alſo, among ourſelves, who ſeem to have had 
no previous preparation of heart, no ſolemn conſidera- 


tion or convictions of religion, are ſuddenly awakened 


in the midſt of various ſchemes of vanity and ſin. A 
thought is darted in upon their minds, as quick and as 
effectual as the word ſpoken to Matthew, in conſe- 
quence of which they immediately covet and ſeek ſor 
that acquaintance with Jeſus, which they diſdained be- 

fore. The tranſition from one courſe to another is ra- 
pid; and the change, in every view, is truly wonderful. 
Vet, we ſee, it is eaſy for Him, who has acceſs to the 
conſcience, to produce it in an inſtant. The call given 


to Matthew, though urged by no motives or perſua- 
fions whatever, went with a powerful impreſſion to his 


heart, and ſucceeded. He “ conferred not with fleſh 
and blood,” but obeyed the ſummons without heſita- 


tion, cheerfully relinquiſhing his lucrative poſt, and 


entering on the ſervice of a poor and deſpiſed Maſter. 
e He aroſe, and left all, and followed him.“ From 


that time he was numbered among the diſciples of Je- 


ſus, and afterwards choſen to be an ApoſtleQ. 
Some perſons were prejudiced againſt our Lord, on 
account of the meanneſs, ignorance; and former im- 
moralities of his attendants. The ſame objection is ſtill 
made: and many are even exaſperated, when they kear 
| that 
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that thoſe, who have been profligate in their manners, or 
ſuſpected in their chargers, diſcover an ardent zeal for 
religion; and commence teachers of athers. But, while 
the pride of Phariſces quarrels with the rich and ſove- 
reign mercy of God, & who will have mercy, on whom 


he will have mercy,” let us admire and praiſe the love 


and power of our Redeemer, (who juſtifieth the un- 
godly,” and conſtrains the moſt rebellious, not only to 
ſubmit, but to plead his cauſe and promote his glory. 
Let us inquire ſor ourſelves, Are we the called of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus? It matters little, in what way, or by 
what particular means, this has been effected: but are 
we really influenced to follow the Saviour? Matthew, 
doubtleſs, was condemned for his conduct, as a weak 
or viſionary enthuſiaſt: nor need we wonder, if we 
come under ſuch cenſures for our attachment to Jeſus. 
« Let us go forth, bearing his reproach,” and be ſoli- 
eitous only to approve ourſelves unto God. | | 
Some time after this occurrence, we find the young 
convert entertaining his beloved Maſter at his own 
| houſe. It may not be eaſy to fix the preciſe date of 
the viſit; but it may be moſt ſuitable to conſider it 
here, while Matthew's character is before us. Per- 
haps to ſhew his grateful regard to the Saviour, and 
to recommend him to the notice and eſteem of his for- 
mer acquaintance, at leaſt to give them an opportunity 
of receiving benefit from his converſation, he provided 
a large fealt, and invited many publicans, and others 
of a ſimilar ſtamp, to be preſent with Jeſus *®. We 
admire the condeſcenſion of this exalted Gueſt, who 


* Matt. ix. 10—17. Mark ii. 15—22. Luke v. 29, &c. 
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was willing to mix wich any company, where there 
was a proſpect of uſefulneſs, and who, upon the occa- 


ſion now mentioned, converſed in a familiar manner 


with perſons of an ignominious reputation. But his 
conduct again called forth the enmity of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, who, with a pretence of ſuperior ſanc- 
tity, held all others in the utmoſt contempt, and were 
angry that favourable notice ſnould be taken of any 
beſides themſelves. They ſeemed to inſinuate, that 
Jeſus, by a free communication with men of an infa- 
mous character, appeared as the patron of iniquity. 
He replied, that he did not maintain an intercourſe 
with them, as a partaker or encourager of their evil 
deeds, but from a real deſire to ſave their precious ſouls, 
like an attentive phyſician viſiting his patients, to heal 
and reſtore them. He obſerved, that his buſineſs lay 
more properly amongſt thoſe, who readily acknow- 
ledged themſelves ſinners, than with thoſe who boaſted 
of their own righteouſneſs, and diſdained the offer of a 
Saviour, He intimated, that, while he ſhewed a re- 
gard to the moſt abandoned, his object was, « to call. 
them to repentance,” and that herein he performed an 
act of mercy more acceptable to God, than ceremonial 
obſervances. 
The miniſters of Chriſt are cenſured in the ſame 
manner, whenever they are followed, as is frequently 
the caſe, by perſons who have been irregular and pro- 
fligate in their conduct. It is ſuggeſted, if not openly 
aſſerted, that their doctrine is favourable to the pur- 
poſes of licentiouſneſs, as if it allowed men to continue 
in their evil practices. This is faid, or hinted, by 
Vor. III. n © thoſe, 
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thoſe, © who truſt in themſelves, that they are righte- 
ous, and deſpiſe others.” But we would admoniſh 
them, that in ſuch a temper of mind they are of all 
others moſt oppoſe to the Goſpel, and fartheſt from 
. the kingdom of heaven. Many chat are firſt ſhall 
be laſt, and the laſt ſhall be firſt.” The fervant of 
Chriſt, therefore, like his Maſter, ſhould be willing to 

pay attention to the moſt abandoned ſinners, in the 
hope of reclaiming them: and he ought to rejoice, 
when they accept the rich grace of that Goſpel, which 
the proud Phariſee ſo contemptuouſly rejects. - | 
Probably at the ſame time, an objection was urged 
againſt Jeſus, for the free and ſocial intercourfe which 
his diſciples maintained, ſo very different from the diſ- 
ciples of John and of the Phariſees, who faſted often. 
He, however, juſtified their conduct, not by denying 
the duty of abſtinence, but by obſerving, that they would 
ſoon be called to it, in a ſeaſon of peculiar afffiction, 
and that, during his perſonal reſidence amongſt them, 
the auſterities of faſting and mortification would be un- 
ſuitable to their. ſituation, as they were then rejoicing 
in the preſence of the heavenly bridegroom. He had, 
alſo, another reaſon to offer, which he illuſtrated by 
certain ſimilitudes taken from the common concerns of 
life. Some of thoſe, whom he had attached to him- 
ſelf, had been ſtrangers to that humiliation, which would 
afterwards be neceflary for them; and therefore, in a 
wiſe and compaſſionate regard to their weakneſs, and 
even to their former prejudices, he would not put them 
upon ſevere trials or duties, for which their ſtrength 
was inſufficient, but he deſigned to lead them on gra- 
28905 * q Alaually, 
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PR they were able to hear it. A different treat- 


ment might have had the worlt effects, producing a 
dilike to his ſervice, as rigorqus and intolerahle. 18:5 


This exhibits a pleaſing repreſchtation of the man- 
ner, in which he no deals with his people. He pro- 


portions their difficulties to their ahilitj. Many things, 
both in doctrine and practice, to which. they would 
violently. object upon their firſt converſion, are by de- 


grees accepted, approved, and admired. When they 


enter on the Chriſtian courſe, they are generally fa- 
voured with peculiar conſolations, and know little of 
thoſe burdens, by which others are oppreſſed. The 
Bridegroom is with them; and they rejoice in his pre- 
fence. Indeed, he never deſerts them; hut as they | 


advance in wiſdom, ſtrength, and courage, he calls them 


out to ſeverer exerciſes; and then frequently the clear 
manifeſtations of his love are withdrawn from them, 
and they are weighed down with heavy afflictions and 
temptations. Such was the divine conduct towards the 
children of Iſrael, when they were led about through. 
the wilderneſs, and not by the direct road to Canaan, 
and thus were gradually prepared for thoſe ſnarp con- 
flicts which they were deſtined to encounter *. Let uus 
praiſe God for the methods of his grace, ſo exactly ſuit- 

ed to the various caſes of his people, and cheerfully 
commit ourſelves to his care and diſpoſal. 

We obſerve, what perverſeneſs and © contradiction 
of ſinners” our Lord endured, and with what meeknels 
he replied to their malicious objeftions, We learn, 
therefore, to abſtain from all pride and vehemence of 


„ Exod. xili. 17, 18. Ee 
Q_2 ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, and with patience to bear the folly and malignity 
of thoſe, who oppoſe themſelves. Let us beware, eſpe- 
cially, left we be numbered amongſt © the adverſaries 
of the Lord.” Are there not thoſe, who ſhew the 
fame cavilling temper of mind, which the Phariſees did 
of old? Moſt awful indeed is your ſituation. He, who 
ſuffered his enemies to raiſe their wicked contentions 
againſt himſelf, when he was upon the earth, may ex- 
erciſe much forbearance towards you ; but he will foon 
reckon with you for your captious inſolence in reſiſting 
his Goſpel, and for your obſtinate contempt of his 
grace. And “ can your heart endure, or can your hands 
be ſtrong, in the days that he ſhall deal with you?” O 
ſubmit; nor dare any longer to maintain the vain and 
preſumptuous conteſt ! Refuſe not to comply with his 
demands; and therefore come to him, as you are re- 
quired, confeffing yourſelves on a level with Publicans, 

and faying from the _ God be merciful to me, 
a ſinner “. 


Jer? 


JESUS CHRIST. 


SECT. 13. 


Jeſus, celebrating the paſſover, cured an impotent man at 
Betheſda—called to account, declared his own dignity— 
| Rated the proofs of his divine miſſion—and ſuljcined the 
moſt ſolemn admonitions to bis ger. 


Ir is generally ſuppoſed, that our Lord 9 ; 
four paſſovers during his public miniſtry ; and that the 
circumſtance, which we are now about to conſider, 
occurred at the ſecond. Art the annual celebration of 
that great feſtival, he went up to Jeruſalem, as the law 
commanded. He was conſtant in his attendance upon 
all inſtituted means: and his example teaches us, not 
to ſlight or negle& the ordinances of God; ſince he, 
who could not ſtand in need of them, as we do, put 
ſuch honour upon them. 5 

When he came to Jeruſalem, an opportunity ſoon. 
offered for the exerciſe and diſplay of his power and 
compaſſion . A poor diſabled man, who had remain 
ed in a ſtate of entire impotency for thirty-cight years, 
lay at the pool of Betheſda, waiting in expectation of a 
cure from the miraculous motion of the water, which 
it pleaſed God to appoint at certain ſeaſons, for the 


John v. 1, &c, 
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healing 
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ſpirit, and with patience to bear the folly and malignity 
of thoſe, who oppoſe themſelves. Let us beware, eſpe- 
cially, leſt we be numbered amongſt © the adverſaries 
of the Lord.” Are there not thoſe, who ſhew the 
ſame cavilling temper of mind, which the Phariſees did 
of old? Moſt awful indeed is your ſituation. He, who 
ſuffered his enemies to raiſe their wicked contentions 
_ againſt himſelf, when he was upon the earth, may ex- 
erciſe much forbearance towards you; but he will foon 
reckon with you for your captious inſolence in reſiſting 
his Goſpel, ard for your obſtinate contempt of his 
grace. And “ can your heart endure, or can your hands 
be ſtrong, in the days that he ſhall deal with you?” O 
ſubmit; nor dare any longer to maintain the vain and 
preſumptuous conteſt ! Refuſe not to comply with his 
demands; and therefore come to him, as you are re- 
quired, confeſſing yourſelves on a level with Publicans, 
and faying from the —_ « God be merciful to me, 
a ſinner.“ 


ne? 


JESUS CHRIST. 


SECT. 13. 


Feſus, celebrating the paſſover, cured an impotent man at . 
Betheſda—called to account, declared his own dignity— 
ated the prodfs of his divine miſſion—and ſubjoined the 


nat ſolemn admonitions to bis urn. 


Ir is generally 3 that our Lord Fay lh 


four paſſovers during his public miniſtry ; and that the : 
circumſtance, which we are now about to conſider, . 
occurred at the ſecond. At the annual celebration of 


that great feſtival, he went up to Jeruſalem, as the law 
commanded. He was conſtant in his attendance upon 
all inſtituted means: and his example teaches us, not 
to ſlight or neglect the ordinances of God; ſince he, 
who could not ſtand in need of them, as we do, put 
ſuch honour upon them. 

When he came to Jeruſalem, an opportunity ſoon 


offered for the exerciſe and diſplay of his power and 


compaſſion *, A poor diſabled man, who had remain- 
ed in a ſtate of entire impotency for thirty-eight years, 
lay at the pool of Betheſda, waiting in expectation of a 
cure from the miraculous motion of the water, which 
it pleaſed God to appoint at certain ſeaſons, for the 
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healing of the moſt inveterate diſeaſes. Jeſus looked 


with pity on this afflicted perſon, and, without receiv- 


ing ſo much as a petition for relief, (the cripple, pro- 
bably, not knowing the Saviout's character) inſtantly 


by a word reſtored his ſtrength; he commanded him, 
alſo, to give full and public hg of his recovery, by 


taking up his bed and walking. - 
The ſupernatural effect was manifeſt ; and we might 


have thought the concluſion from it ſo obvious, that all 


mult acknowledge it. But the ſuperſtitious Phariſees 
immediately objected, becavſe the work had been per- 
formed, and the man had carried away his couch, bn 
the ſabbath day. Hypocrites, we find, are generally 
attentive to outward obſervances, while they are con- 


tent to be deſtitute of real religion in their hearts. The 
perſon, who was cured, rightly argued, that he, who 
had ſo wonderfully removed his diſeaſe, could not be 


ſuppoſed to require him to do what was finful, They, 


however, probably fuſpeCting that Jeſus was the author 
of the miracle, were deſirous to bring him forward to 
| public view, that they might accuſe him. But in the 


mean time, he had Fudd it proper, either through 


modeſty or prudence, to retire from their obſervation,” 


before he was known, Afterwards, the man met With 
Jeſus in the temple, and received a ſolemn charge to 


take warning fröm his late viſitation and amend his 


conduct: having thus learned, to whom he owed bis 


deliverarice, he reported it to the Phariſees, This be 
might do, from a ſtrong impreſſion of gratitude, and 


an abſurd expectation that all would pay the moſt pro- 
found deference and reſpect to his 3 BenefaQtor. 
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They ought, douhtleſs, to haue ſought aſter him, given 
him the homage and ſubmiſſion, ſo juſtly due to a meſ- 
ſenger from heaven, and conſidered their nation highly 
honoured by his preſence. But, on the contrary, they 
perſecuted him with malicious rage, as if he were un- 
worthy to live, for << and not a e an 
tion of the ſabbath. 

The circumſtance, here roldtod, toy hide our 
vided when we hear the baſeſt miſrepreſentations of 
excellent characters and the moſt benevolent conduct. 
"Thoſe, who are followers of Jefus, muſt expect to paſs 
through evil report as he did, and ſhould not be ſtag- 
gered in their minds, though they hazard the loſs of 
every thing, even when they exert themſelves moſt 
earneſtly for the honour of God and rhe benefit of their 
fellow-creatures. © Though war ſhould riſe againſt 
them,” let them © not be weary in well doing. 

For this compaſſionate act Jeſus was called to ac- 
count, probably in a public-manner, and, as it ſhould 
ſcem, before the Sanhedrim, the great council of the 
nation. There he ſtood arraigned as a criminal; and 
yet, when put upon his defence, he ſpake as the ſove- 
reign Lord of all, poſſeſſing full authority to condemn 
and deſtroy his accuſers, With an inexpreſſible dig- 
nity he declared, My Father worketh hitherto, and 
I work ;” as if he had ſaid, © My Father is continually 
carrying on his works of providence, and ceaſeth not 
on ſabbath days from exerciſing his Almighty power 
for the ſupport of the creation; and ſince I, likewiſe; 
maintain the ſame dominion, and act in the ſame abſo - 
lute manner, 1 am not to be reſtrained and limited in 


Q 4 my 


232 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS 
my operations by thoſe rules, which muſt direct the 
conduct of creatures.” If this be, as it evidently ap- 

pears, the fair import of his-words, we wonder not that 
the Jews, who were determined to deny his divinity, 
conſidered him as a blaſphemer, in making himſelf 
ce equal with God.” This charge, therefore, they im- 
mediately urged ; and he replied without fear or re- 
ſerve. He took occaſion from it to enter upon a full 
vindication of himſelf, aſſerting the high dignity of his 
character and the offices he ſuſtained, and warning 
them of their danger in oppoſing him. The whole of 
his ſpeech 1s inconceivably ſublime, eſpecially if it be 
_ underſtood to be addreſſed to the rulers of the people, 
collected in their grand aſſembly, and fitting in Judg- | 
ment upon him. 

Had they miſtaken his words, or drawn a falſe * 
miſchievous concluſion from them (as they certainly 
did, if he be not very God), he would inſtantly have 
corrected the error, and explained his meaning more 
explicitly. But, ſo far from contradicting, he allowed 
and confirmed their inference. For he proceeded to 
declare, that © what things ſoever the Father doeth, 
theſe alſo doeth the Son likewiſe,” not only perform- 
ing the ſame operations, but conducting them in the 
lame manner, with an equal diſplay of ſupreme and 
ſovereign authority. And is it not, then, a fair deduc- 
tion, that the Father and the Son, who are confeſſedly 
united in their pians of action, are one in nature, and 
poſſeſs the very fame perfections? He referred them 
to ſome ſtronger teſtimonies of his Omnipotence, than 
had already been given by che cure of the lame man, 

| and 
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and obſerved, that in two particular inſtances his dig- 
nity, as the Son of God, would be manifeſted, to their 
aſtoniſhment. ' The one was, his reſtoring of life to the 
dead, according to his own pleaſure ; for even now, he 
quickens whom he will, and at the laſt day the general 
reſurrection will be accompliſhed by him. The other 
was, the adminiſtration of the final and univerſal judg- 
ment, which is committed to him; for he it is, who 
will aſſign to the whole human race their different 
ſtates for ever, according to their reſpective characters. 
Are theſe ſuch works, as a creature can perform ? Or, 
do they not evidently require the exertion of divine 
perfections? Jeſus, therefore, added, that in theſe acts 
it is the Father's grand determination to aſſert and vin- 
dicate the proper dignity of his Son; that, notwith- 
ſtanding the inſolent attacks made upon kim, he com- 
mands all men to honour the Son, even as they honour 
the Father; and that, whatever regard is withheld from 
the former, is, in effect, denied to the latter. Of what 
ſort, then, is their religion, who are attempting the 
degradation of the Saviour? With all their pretences 
of veneration for the God of heaven, they are here ex- 
preſsly declared to be his enemies. | 
Accordingly, the Lord Jeſus, in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, demanded the attention of his judges, repre- 
ſenting himſelf as the grand ſource of all ſpiritual bleſſ- 
ings, and requiring them to ſubmit to, and depend 
upon, him, as the author and giver of everlaſting life. 
To fix a deeper impreſſion on their minds, he ſet before 
them the awful proceedings of the laſt day, when they 
ſhould hear his voice, awakening them from their 
| graves, 
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graves, and ſtand at his bar, ROI. 
tence from his mouth, 
It is objected to the doctrine, which aſſerts his Deity, 
that he faid on this very occaſion, © ] can of mine 
own ſelf do nothing;“ which is thought to imply an 
original ſubjection and inferiority. But we apprehend, 
that no ſuch concluſion can be fairly drawn from his 
expreſſions. True it is, that © the Son can do nothing 
of himſelf; that is, he can have no diſtinct plan of his 


own, nor act ſeparately from, or in oppoſition to, the 
Father: fuch is their union, and pat unn to- 


gether. 

But does not Jeſus band himſelf as bean 
and dependent? Doubtleſs, there is a ſenſe, in which 
he is ſo. He ſpeaks of a commiſſion which he had 
received, and af an authority with which he was intruſt- 
ed, from the Father. But this may properly be reſerred 
to his mediatorial office, and does not prove any dif- 
ference or inequality, previous to his own voluntary 


engagement. In the function, which he has aſſumed, 


he ſubmits to be a ſervant, and acts by expreſs direcy 
tions, ** Becauſe he is the Son of man, having taken 
our nature, and appeared in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, 
he is, in this reſpe& and for this very reaſon, inferior 
to the Father, and is ſent and appointed by him. Yet 
the character he ſuſtains, and the acts he performs, as 
Mediator, clearly manifeſt his Divinity ; ſince they far 
exceed the powers of every created being in earth or 
heaven, 
Are we, then, in danger of rendering too much ho- 


nour to Jeſus, or of exalting him higher than he de- 
I ſerves? 


Su_ wy The wo wa. cw 
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ferves? Wbo does bot trembie at the ſuggeſtion? Bot 
have we indeed obtained ſuitable” conceptions of his 
cignity? and re we habitually giving bim the glory 
Which is his due? Let us fear, leſt we come under the” 
condemnation of thoſe, © who hotjour not the Son.“ 
If we are diſaffected, and unwilling to pay him pro- 
found and ſupreme adoration, we are fundamentally and 
dangerouſly wrong. It is indifpenſably required, that, 
as we believe in God the Father, we 3 = — 
lieve in kis Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

He proceeded to ſtate certain decifive abc, 11 
ſupport of the claims, which he made. Our reaſon is 
appealed to, in confirmation of our faith; and evidence, 
in abundance, may be adduced, to convince us that 
our holy religion i is no fooliſh fancy, or baſe impoſition, 
The Goſpel does not evade, but challenges and de- 
mands, a fair inquiry, Accordingly, Jeſus did not reſt 
che matter upon his bwn mere aſſertions, which might 
appear ſufpicious, but ſhewed by a variety of argu- 
ments, that he was the TP Pane whom he gen 
himſelf to be, bs 

He vphaked to the teſtimony of John the Baptiſt, 
who had ſeen the Spirit of God deſcending in an open 
manner upon him, and heard a voice from heaven 
affirming his high character. To him they had once 
appeared to pay attention, and had ſent a deputation 
o conſult him; and yet oy would r abide by hiy 
decifion, © 

He referred them to his own miractes, in attetätion 
of his divine miſſion. He had performed ſuch von- 
derſul works, as no human 1 eyer could effect; 
theſe, 


ing reverence for the ſacred records, and at the ſame 
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theſe, therefore, ſufficiently evinced, that he could not 


be a deceiver, but was indeed, what he had uniformly 


maintained, the Saviour that * come into the 


world. 

He nk that his Father himſelf had * WY 
neſs of him: He had done it, not only by the com- 
munication of extraordinary gifts, but by an expreſs 
declaration, that Jeſus was his beloved Son. Such an 
evidence as this had not been vouchſafed on any other 
occaſion. Yet to what, purpoſe was it then given? 
Alas! it rendered many the more inexcuſable for their 
unbelief ; as they hardened their hearts againſt convic- 
tion. 

He directed them, 3 to the 1 of the 
holy ſcriptures. Theſe were the writings of the old 


Teſtament, which they all acknowledged, and profeſſed 


to receive with the higheſt regard. To theſe divine 
oracles he made a ſolemn appeal, in vindication of his 
own claims, and expoſed the inconſiſtency of pretend- 


time rejecting the Saviour, whom they all concurred 
in pointing out. The inſpired authors are witneſſes of 


Chriſt, either by types, promiſes, or prophecies ; and, 


ſince Jeſus has exactly fulfilled thoſe ancient deſcrip- 
tions, they illuſtrate and confirm his declarations. How 


| ſtrange is it, then, that any, who have the Bible in 


their hands, ſhould remain in ignorance of him! How 
abſurd and ſinful is the general inattention of men to 
the important contents of that book, which they allow 
to be a revelation from heaven ! 


- Thus 
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Thus Jeſus endeavoured to convince the Jews of his 
character and miſſion, and of the juſtice of thoſe claims, 
which he advanced. And are not w alſo intereſted 
in the ſubject? Do we, then, receive Chriſt Jeſus the 


Lord, as he is ſet forth before us? Do we unſeign- 
edly bow to his authority, and confeſs him to be * the 


Lord from heaven,” © God over all?” Much has 


been ſaid and written about the want of evidence: the 
ſame outcry was raiſed among the unbelieving Jews. 
« What ſign ſheweſt thou?“ This queſtion was urged 
again and again, even where proofs in abundance were 
produced. And nothing is more common than for 
thoſe, who are determined not to be perſuaded, to al- 
lege, that no deciſive arguments are brought, to gain 
them over to the fide of Chriſtianity. It is prepoſte- 
rous, that men ſhould make this complaint, and affect 
to be ready to give every teſtimony its due conſidera- 
tion; when we know, that they refuſe to examine with 
ſerious attention ; nay, that they contemptuouſly ſhut 
their eyes and ſtop their ears againſt every thing, which 
oppoſes their favourite ſcheme. We doubt not, that 
the grand cauſe of infidelity is inſincerity, and an ex- 
treme, inveterate depravity of heart. And ſuch reaſons 
as theſe do not form an excuſe for free-thinkers, but 
r:ther furniſh the grounds of their condemnation. Ob- 
ſerve, then, from what ſource your objections to the 
Chriſtian doctrines ariſe ; and fear leſt you ſhould not 
conduct your religious inquiries with diligence and ho- 
neſty, with meekneſs and ſolemnity. That your minds 
may be more deeply impreſſed with the importance of 
the ſubjee, weigh ha the concluſion of our 
Lord's 
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238 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 
Lord's addreſs, in which he ſubjoins the moſt pointed 
admonitions. 


In our application to men, who are utterly carclebs 
and indifferent, we mult not content ourſelves with cald 


reaſoning, but endeavour to alarm their conſciences; 


or elſe the ſtrongeſt arguments will fail of their effect. 
Thus Jeſus, upon the occaſion before us, attempted. to 


rouſe his hearers, and to work upon their hearts, by a 


plain and faithful repreſentation of the nature, malig- 
nity, and danger, of their fin. As it is probable, that 
ſome perſons of a ſimilar character and diſpoſition may 
caſt their eyes upon theſe pages, we would earneſtly 
entreat their ſerious regard to the conſiderations here 
ſuggeſtel. 

He warned and pom ul Me oppoſers, becauſe they 
ated in. contempt of his unpatalleled kindneſs, and 
moſt gracious offers of ſalvation ; when their own final 
perdition muſt be the conſequence. He declared, that 


he courted not their favour through ambitious views, 


and that their deſtruction would be entirely owing to 
their obſtinate refuſal of ſubmiſſion to him. His know 
ledge of their very thoughts and motives enabled him 


to detect their hypocriſy; and therefore he obſerved, 


that their treatment of him fully proved, notwithſtand- 
ing / their profeſſions of regard to God, that their hearts 
were not under the influence of divine love. That 
principle would have led them to receive him, who ad- 
dreſſed them in his Father's, name, and ſought nothing 
but his Father's glory. So likewiſe will all our pretences, 
either to devotion or morality, be found vain and inſin- 
cere, if we neglect the great Saviour of the world. Ks 
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He condemned them for their anxiety to procure | 
reſpect antl empty titles of honour from their fellow 
creatures, while they felt no real concern about the fa- 
vour and approbation of God; declaring, that, in ſuch 
a ſtate of mind, they could not exerciſe any proper re- 
liance upon him, as the Redeemer. Ho ſolemn is 
the thought! The faith of Jeſus cannot conſiſt with 
ambition, or a fooliſh fondneſs for human applauſe. 
Thoſe, therefore, whoſe grand deſire and aim is to be 
admired and advanced among men, are at once ex- 
cluded from the number of his true diſcĩiples. He e- 
quires us to take up our croſs and to follow him through 
contempt and tribulation. Such as are unwilling to do 
this, underſtand not his worth, or their own neceflities; 
and, of conſequence, they cannot believe in his name. 
He warned them, finally, that Moſes, the great 
founder of their own religion, to whom they proſeſſed 
an unreſerved ſubmiſſion, appeared as their accuſer be- 
fore God; and that, as they would be fully convicted 
on the charge of rejecting that prophet, there would be 
no need to bring any further teſtimony againſt them. 
They were condemned on their own principles. Moſes 
had written much concerning the Redeemer, and re- 
preſented his office, work, and character, by various 
rites and ceremonies: a real regard, therefore, to thoſe 
ancient records would have produced a cordial recep- 
tion of Jeſus, in whom the types and prophecies were 


fulfilled. Vet ſuch was their aftoniſhing ignorance and 
perverſeneſs, that, with the Bible in their hands, they 


denied and perſecuted the very perſon, of whom they 
were 22 reading. 


The 
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The addreſs is applicable to others beſides Jews; to 
many among ourſelves, who pretend to pay the higheſt 


_ deference both to the old and the new Teſtament, as 


the reyelation of God. May we not aſk, Do not theſe 
ſcriptures contain the heavieſt charge againſt you, while 
you oppoſe the authority of - Chriſt, and deſpiſe his 
grace? And ſhould you not, to be conſiſtent, either to- 


tally reje& the book of inſpiration, or elſe change your 


own principles and practice? The fin of unbelief is ge- 
nerally thought of little conſequence ; for it is preſumed, 


that men will not be finally condemned for mere opi- 


nions. But, from the repreſentation here given, does 
it not appear, that it includes the moſt complicated 
guilt? It is not barely an error of the judgment, but 
betrays an extreme depravity of heart, It is not a ſingle 
offence; for it is always accompanied with other baſe 
principles, and infallibly leads to every ſpecies of ill 
conduct. . 
Unhappy they, on whom this ſin is chargeable ! who 
treat the Saviour, and his offers of mercy, with con- 


tempt! O conſider, how wretched is the ſtate of your 


minds, while you diſcover the utmoſt diſdain for infi- 
nite excellence, and repay the tendereſt love with ha- 
tred ! Your wickedneſs is of a heinous nature, and highly 
aggravated. You deſpiſe © the Lord of glory,” the 
Son of God, © who thought ir no robbery to be equal 
with God.” You pay no regard to the united teſti- 
monies of earth and heaven in his favour, You ſcorn 
the kindeſt and richeſt offers, ever made to man. You 
are unwilling to bow to him, whom even Angels wor- 


ſhip, or to be indebted to him for the life of your ſouls, 


when, 
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when, ks without him you muſt inevicably periſh. 
You ſet light by his unparalleled condeſcenſions and 
labours of love, and, in defiance of all admonitions and 
threatenings, are ruſhing on, with: ſteady —_— ta 
certain and everlaſting damnation;  : * 

It is proper, by theſe repeated warnings, to call your 
attention to your own perilous condition. But how 
little effect is produced by ſuch ſolemn reproofs ! Pro- 
bably after our Lord's addreſs, his accuſers and judges 
were ſilenced, and. reſtrained by an awful impreſſion 
upon their minds from proceeding to any act of vio- 
lence againſt him. So poſſibly may you, who are his 
avowed oppoſers, for a ſeaſon at leaſt, be convinced and 
alarmed by theſe ' faithful repreſentations of your guilt 
and danger. You may ſeem to relinquiſh your objec- 
tions, and yet perſevere in unbelief, and be deſtroyed 
for ever. Moſt tremendous thought! May it pleaſe 
God, not only to awaken your fears, but to ſubdue the 
enmity of your hearts! Then you will not ceaſe to pray, 
O Lord, fulfil in us all the good pleaſure of thy good 
neſs, and the ac. of faith with power! ? 
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the truly religious; but He, whom they ſerve, will { 
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SECT." 14. 


Feſtus replied to the objeftions of the Phariſees againſt his 
diſciples for plucking the ears of corn, and vindicated bim- 
felf for healing the withered hand, on the ſabbath day 
performed various cures—ſpent a whole night in prayer 
— choſe twelve Apoſtles and repeated certain paſſages 
of bis ſermon on the mount. 


Taz hiſtory of Jeſus exhibits the higheſt excellence 
of character, labouring under the moſt malignant miſ- 
repreſentations, contempt, and oppoſition, His life 
was one continued ſeries of actions, denoting fervent 
zeal for God, and pure benevolence to men. We 
might have thought, that ſuch exalted goodneſs could 
not meet with enemies, or would ſoon diſarm their ma- 
lice. But it was other wiſe; and the fact inconteſtably 
proves the extreme depravity.of human nature. While 
this depravity remains, a conduct, like that of Jeſus, 
will always excite diſguſt. Let it, however, be our 
only care to tread in the ſteps of our Lord and Savi- 
our, regardleſs of all temporal inconveniences which 
may follow. A wicked world may hate and defame 


8 
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was, that he neglected no ordinance of God, but did 
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plead their cauſe, and even now, 2 is juſtified 
of her children“... 

Various objections were urged 3 Jeſus; for he 
was ſurrounded by perverſe and malevolent perſons, 
who watched him with cloſe attention, and ſought oc- 
caſions to accuſe and reproach him. Very frequently, 
therefore; he had to ſtand upon the defenſive, and reply 
to the petulant cavils of his adverſaries. A common 
ſubje& of complaint was, that he did not pay a proper 
regard to the ſabbath z becauſe he ceaſed not from acts 
of kindneſs and mercy on that day. The proud and 
ſuperſtitious Phariſees, who placed all their religion in 
external obſeryances, endeavoured to repreſent him as 
a profane deſpiſer of divine inſtitutions ; yet the caſe 


not conform to their fanciful and man 2 
tions of the law. 

His diſciples accompanied him on his return from 
Jeruſalem, ſoon after the paſſover, and, as they walked 
through the fields, finding the calls of hunger, they be- 
gan to pluck the ears of the corn, which grew about 
their path f. The dictates of neceſſity, however, were 
no apology to the inſidious attention and watchful ma- 
lice of their enemies. It happened to be the ſabbath; 
and immediately the objection was ready, © Behold, 
they do that which is not lawful to do-upon the ſabbath 
day.” The thing itſelf was expreſsly allowed 4 but 
the particular time, and e een concomitant cir- 


* Matt. xi. 19. 
+ Matt. xii. 1-8. Mark ji. 3 Luke vi. 15. 


1 Deut. xxili. 25. 


R 2 | cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, of the action gave the offence. © It might 
be, that the very rubbing of the ears of corn was re- 
prefented as a kind of labour, unſuitable to that Re | 
ſeaſon. 

Our Lord, who will maintain the cauſe of his nal 
kin their accuſers, replied to the charge, and vin- 
dicated the conduct of his diſciples by the example of 
David. That holy man, in a caſe of preſſing neceſſity, 
took the ſhew-bread out of the houſe of God on the 
ſabbath, for the ſupport of himſelf and his attendants; 

an action, which in any other ſituation would have been 
highly ſinful. To ſave life is more pleaſing to God 
than the obſervance of any merely poſitive inſtitutions; 
for, as Jeſus argued, our gracious God has declared, 
that © He will have mercy and not ſacrifice * ;” that is, 
when they interfere with each other, the former muſt 
have the preference, and the latter be diſpenſed with. 
From this part of the defence we are led to remark 
and admire the faithful and zealous attachment of his 
followers, who cheerfully expoſed themſelves to hunger, 
that they might wait upon him, and enjoy the benefit 
of his divine inſtructions. We are not aware, how many 
and extreme difficulties they endured ; and, probably, 
we ſhould not have known their diſtreſs on this occa- 
ſion, had it not been requiſite to offer an excuſe for 
them. But where do we now perceive ſuch a regard 
to Jeſus, as diſpoſes men to ſuffer. in his ſervice ? In 
general, many withdraw upon the firſt appearance of 
hardſhips, and“ walk no more with him.” Like birds 
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of paſſige, they abide not * the 2 a r depart, wen 


ſtorms approach. 
Our Lord alleged, likewiſe, that, as the pries were 


allowed to perform certain laborious offices on the fab. - 


bath, in their attendance upon God, ſo his diſciples 
might be permitted to do that, which was neceſſary to 
enable them to wait upon Him. To make this reaſon 
good, he aſſerted his own ſovereign authority, decla- 
ring, that © the Son of man is Lord even of the Sab. 
bath-day.” The important truth demands bur ſerious 
conſideration, The appointment itſelf, of one day in 
ſeven to be dedicated to holy purpoſes, is derived from 
the Lord Chriſt. He inſtituted it at the creation, when 
he reſted from all his works; He renewed it at the 
delivery of the law from mount Sinai; and He, who 
ordained, has a right to ſuſpend, to modify, or alter it, 
as he pleaſes. It was, therefore, a ſolftcient vindics: 
tion of his followers, in the circumſtances now men- 
tioned, that W 0 W in his ee n 11 * per” 
miſſion. 

It becomes us, as! to regard * the Son of man” as 
e the Lord of the Sabbath.” In this view, we ſhould 
obſerve that ſacred ſeaſon out of obedience to his com+ 
mand, and ſeek the enjoyment of his preſence and fa- 
vour, as its grand object. We believe it to have been 
| apreeable to his will, if not by his expreſs directions, 
that a change ſhould be introduced, and thar the firſt, 
inſtead of the laſt, day of the week ſhould be kept holy 
to Him. This is now. diſtinguiſhed by a new and 
more honourable name, © the Lord's day: He claims 
it as his own, in a peculiar manner, and has laid us 
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under freſh and greater obligations to ſanctify it, by 
riſing from the dead, and bleſſing his Church with the 
miraculous effuſions of his Spirit, on that very day, In 
this alteration it is not implied, that the ſabbath itſelf 
is abrogated, or that any thing is taken away, eſſential 
to the original inſtitution, which preſcribes ſuch a por- 
tion of our time to be ſet apart for God. But rather, 
according to this repreſentation, if Jeſus be © the Lord 
of the ſabbath,” the appointment is confirmed, and its 
continuance among Chriſtians ordained by him, 

Soon after the incident laſt mentioned, we find him 
combating the ſame or ſimilar objections. On ano- 
ther ſabbath,” probably in ſome city of Galilee, he 
attended the pyblic worſhip of God at the ſynagogue, 
as his cuſtom was; and there alſo he took the oppor- 
tunity of teaching the people ®, Here again we are 
inſtructed to be thankful, that we have a houſe of pray- 
er, to which we can reſort, and that divine ordinances 
are-adminiſtered among ourſelves, much more valuable 
than thoſe, which Jeſus frequented. But how are we 
followers of Him, if our place be generally vacant, if 
by our abſence we ſhew, that we care not for the ſacred 
ſervice? 

In the midſt of the congregation fat a poor n man, 
whoſe right hand was withered, and, therefore, uttetly 
diſabled for labour. From the known benevolence of 
Jeſus, and his former miraculous cures, the Phariſees 
expected that he would heal the cripple, and narrowly 
obſerved him for that very purpoſe, that they might 
charge him with a direct profanation of the ſabbath, 
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He was aware of the perverſe reaſonings and malicious 
intentions of their hearts, which they had not expreſſed ; 
yet he was not diſcouraged. - He therefore called forth 
the man, whom he had beheld with compaſſionate re- 
gard; and then they aſked with ſome ſubtlety, that 
they might enſnare him by the queſtion, whether it 
would not be a violation of the holy reſt, to-perform 
any cures on that day. He replied, however, that all 
exertions of real mercy were perfectly allowable; and 
that they muſt be ſtrangely inconſiſtent, to extend re- 
lief, as they commonly did on their ſabbaths, even 
to their ſneep in danger or diſtreſs, and yet obſtinately 
refuſe it to one of their own ſpecies.” This was not 
all; He knew, that they entertained a ſecret deſign of 
murdering him, while they objected to his works of 
kindneſs. Accordingly, by a ſolemn appeal to their 
conſciences, he detected their hypocriſy, and confound- 
ed their malevolent purpoſes. He called upon them 
to ſay, whether it was more ſuitable to the object of 
that ſacred ſeaſon, © to do good or to do evil, to ſave 
life or to deſtroy it:“ and inſtantly they were convicted 
and ſilenced. He felt a holy indignation and grief, on 
account of the obduracy of their hearts: and, looking 
round about upon them all, that he might command 
their attention, he ſpake the word with an . 
majeſty, and the cure was performed. 
Did they not, then, relinquiſn their oppoſition to 
him, when they ſaw ſuch an inconteſtable proof of his 
divine power? Did they not all acknowledge, Thou 
art the Chriſt, the Son of the living God?“ Ah! the 
deſperate wickedneſs of man! We can ſcarcely con- 
R 4 | ceive 
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ceive greater depravity, than that which is here exhi- 
bited : they departed-in a rage, and immediately con- 
ſulted together, how they might deſtroy him. Being 
apprized of his danger, he retired to the ſea of Galilee : 
and there, not diſcouraged by the deſigns of his ene- 
mies, he continued to proſecute his important work. 
Immenſe multitudes from various and diſtant parts of 
Judea followed him; and many amongſt them, oppreſſ- 
ed with divers diſeaſes, experienced the 'virtue«of his 
healing hand. But to avoid all appearance of oſten- 
tation, and that he might not ſtill further incenſe his 
oppoſers, he took particular pains to prevent the ac- 
counts from being diſperſed abroad. Thus, by his kind 
attention to the weak and diſtreſſed, and his gentle, 
unaſſuming deportment, he fulfilled the prophetical de- 
ſeription of his character, given by Iſaiah *, and proved 
himſelf to be the very Saviour, that ſhould come. 

Me may learn prudence and modeſty from our great 
exemplar; and he will inſtruct us, alſo, to perſevere in 
well-doing, whoever may ſet themſelves to refit, or 
form malevolent intentions againſt us. But let us fear 
the awful ſtate and condemnation of his adverſaries. 
How vain and deteſtable are their ſchemes ! Their beſt 
© concerted plans will be baffled, and themſclyes covered 
with their own confuſion. Yet, we apprehend, diſaf- 
fection to Chriſt prevails among ourſelves, as certainly 
as it did with the Phariſees of old: and it is requiſite 
for us all to inquire, if we are not, in one reſpect or 
another, actuated by a ſimilar ſpirit. What, then, will 
the iſſue be? What can you expect, in proſecuting a 

+ Iſa, Kli. 1—4. 


conteſt | 


JESUS/CHRIST: > 7 249 
conteſt againſt Him, who has all power in his hands? 
O * kiſs the Son, leſt he be angry, and ye periſh from 
the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little“! 

It ſhould ſeem, that, even in our own times, ſome 
unfair and miſchievous concluſions have been drawn 
from our Lord's conduct upon the ſabbath, and his vin- 
dication of himſelf, Many think themſelves autho- 
rized to purſue their worldly projects of buſineſs and 
pleaſure. But is there any thing, in what he has 
ſaid or done, to countenance ſuch a practice? Do we 
perceive in him any contempt of the ſacred day? Or 
can we infer more from his example, than this, that 
works of piety, charity, and neceſſity may be attended 
to? We aſk, then, Are theſe the only calls, which you 
regard on the ſeaſon, ſet apart for holy reſt? Have you 
not taken pains to explain away all obligations to a 
ſtrict and ſerious obſervance of the ſabbath; as if, ar 
leaſt, the Goſpel had ſo far releaſed you from them, 
that every man is now at liberty to proſecute his own 
plans, as he is led by intereſt or convenience, by fa- 
ſhion or inclination ? ' You may inveigh againſt ſuper- 
ſtition; but are you not, in this way, pleading for pro- 
faneneſs? We are aware, that infidels are defirous to 
throw down that ſtrong barrier of religion, the ſancti- 
fication of every ſeventh day: this being effected, there 
is nothing to prevent the floods of impiety and wick- 
edneſs from overflowing and deſolating the world. 
Should we not, then, on our part, make a bold ſtand 
againſt every ſuch atrack, and maintain the importaht 
duty of devoting to the Lord, without abatement, that 


* Pfal. ii. 12. 
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portion of our time, which he requires? And can we 
help lamenting, that ſo many, who profeſs to be follow- 
ers of Jeſus, habitually neglect and ſhamefvully violate 
the duty? We ſee them deſerting the houſe and miniſ- 
try of God, ready to join in every ſcheme of idleneſs, 
vanity, and diſſipation, or elſe ſo engroſſed with ſecular 
cares, that their thoughts and affections cannot be raiſed 
to any higher objects; and yet they wiſh to be compli- 
mented as good Chriſtians. How ſtrange and grievous 
an inconſiſtency is this! _ 
The ſame ardent zeal, for the glory of God and the 
ſalvation of men, continued to actuate the Saviour 
through each part of his life. Intending to appoint 
certain perſons, out of his conſtant attendants, to the 
Apoſtleſhip, he previouſly retired for ſecret prayer to a 
mountain, where probably an oratory was erected *, 
that he might engage the divine bleſſing upon the in- 
ſtitution : and fa fervent was his devotion, that he re- 
mained all night in the fame ſpiritual exerciſe f. A 
whole night ſpent in importunate ſupplications to God! 


Ah! at how great a diſtance do we ſtand from this | 
eminent example]! Would not a ſingle hour, ſo em- 
ployed, ſeem a wearineſs to us? Yet ſurely we muſt 
allow the propriety and neceſſity of conſecrating ſome 6 
portions of our time to the ſame pious purpoſe. Eſpe- : 
cially, when our minds are fixed upon any important 
| ſcheme or undertaking, a more than common length of U 
holy retirement, and an unuſual earneſtneſs in prayer, g 
will be requiſite, that we may proceed with right prin- 8 
to 


* Prid. Connect. vol. iv. p. 55 7. 
+ Mark iii. 13-19. Luke vi. 12—49. FE 
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ciples, and prevail with our God to aſſiſt and proſper 
us. And can there be a buſineſs of greater moment, 
than the ordination of perſons for the ſacred miniſtry ? 

After ſuch a preparation, very early in the morning 
Jeſus called together his diſciples, or ſtated followers, 
who by their previous acquaintance with him had been 
in ſome meaſure trained up for the ſervice ; and out of 
them he choſe © whom he would:” as Lord of his 
own kingdom, he appointed twelve, who were to a& 
like chief officers .or principal miniſters under him. 
Theſe he named AyosTLEs, that is, meſſengers, in- 
rending, after further inſtructions, to ſend them forth 
with full powers and credentials, to declare his will and 
publiſh his Goſpel throughout the world. He might, 
probably, fix upon this exact number, from its anſwer- 
ing to the number of the tribes of Iſrael, that, as the 
Jewiſh church was derived from the twelve ſons of Ja- 


2 cob, ſo the Chriſtian might be founded and eſtabliſhed 
\ by means of twelve perſons, as the heads and fathers of 
1 it. We rejoice and give thanks for the benefit of their 
is labours, which extends even to us. For through them 
— the ſalvation of God has been made known to diſtant 
ſt lands and ſucceffive generations; and the truth of their 
Je doctrine is confirmed with a ſtrength of evidence, which 
e- no aſſaults of our adverſaries can ſhake. TEE 


The office of the Apoſtleſhip was extraordinary, and 
therefore not deſigned to be perpetual ; but there is a 
general and conſtant neceſſity for the common functions 
* of the miniſtry, which, accordingly, will be continued 

to the end of time. Let prayer be made without 
beaſing ynto Chriſt, who himſelf directs all the affairs 
es; f of 


252 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 
of his ſpiritual government, that he would raiſe up arid 
ordain faithful paſtors and teachers, and fupport and 
proſper them, for the converſion of ſinners, and the 
edifying of his ſaints. If He give the word, great 
will be the company of preachers; and thoſe, who go 
forth at his call, and by his appointment, may be ex- 
pected to labour to good effect. It ſeems eſpecially 
requiſite for them to be previouſly acquainted with Je- 
ſus, and furniſhed with their inſtructions from him, that 
they may be able to ſay, as he did, © We ſpeak that 
we do know, and teſtify that we have ſeen.“ Yet 
even ſuch perſons, who are properly inveſted with the 
ſacred character, ſtand in need of the conſtant inter- 
ceſſions of the Church, that, by the divine bleſſing, 
they may © both ſave themſelves, and thoſe that hear 
them.” j 

When the Apoſtles had received their commiſſion, 
Jeſus came down with them into the plain; and he was 
immediately ſurrounded, as uſual, with vaſt multitudes 
imploring relief. At his command their various diſ- 
eaſes were expelled, and the cauſes of their diſtreſs re- 
moved. So freely and extenſively did he manifeſt his 
power and compaſſion, that none ſolicited his help in 
vain; © for there went virtue out af him, and healed 
them all.” We wonder not, that thoſe, who are op- 
preſſed with affliction, ſupplicate deliverance. In ge- 
nera], men feel an acute ſenſe of their bodily wants, 
and importunately beſeech others to aſſiſt them. But 
ſin hath induced a dreadful ſtupor upon our ſouls; in 


conſequence of which few perceive or lament their ſpi- 


ritual neceſſities, or conſent to apply for that remedy, 
| which 


— 
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which Jeſus alone can beſtow... O flock around him, 
you, who are bowed down with a conviction of your 
guilt and depravity, and who know, from your own 
painful experience, that you © are wretched, and mi- 
ſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked Come, and 
he will ſupply all your need. Let your faith bring you 
to him; and the influence of his grace ſhall work ef- 
fectually in you, to cure your ſpiritual maladies (for 
virtue {till goes out of him), and you ſhall be able to 


bear witneſs of his mighty energy, even as the multi 


tudes, who were now. around him. 

Nor were the doctrines of Jeſus leſs ſalutary than his 
miracles. When he deſcended from the mountain 
with the Apoſtles, whom he had lately choſen, and a 
numerous aſſembly of other perſons reſorted to him, he 
took the opportunity of delivering the moſt important 
inſtructions and exhortations bath to his particular at- 
tendants and to the people at large. His addreſs upon 
this occaſion contains a repetition of certain remark- 
able paſſages of the ſermon, which he had preached 
ſome months before, probably in a diſtant place, and 
to a different audience. As that ſermon has been al- 
ready conſidered, it may be ſufficient briefly to ſuggeſt 
the principal topics, on which our Lord inſiſted at this 
time ; not as if they were of ſmall moment, but becauſe 
they have ſo lately engaged our ſerious meditation. 

With a view to encourage his true diſciples, and per- 
haps thoſe more eſpecially whom he had juſt appointed 
to the ſacred function, © he lifted up his eyes on them, 
as if rejoicing over them, and expreſſing for them his 
peculiar affection. He then deſcribed their character, 

| their 
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their exalted privileges and happineſs, notwithſtanding 
all they might ſuffer, and, with the language of autho⸗ 
rity as well as love, pronounced them bleſſed. This 
is perfe&tly applicable to his ſincere followers in every 
age, They are “ poor,” it may be in worldly things, 
as they certainly are “ in ſpirit;” but they are the fa- 
voured ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom, and heaven, with 
all its bliſs and glory, ſhall be their inheritance, They 
may ſuffer the extremity of want, ſo as to be deſtitute 
of food, for the ſake of the Goſpel, after the bleſſings 
of which they © hunger,” more than for their neceſſary 


ſupport ; but they ſhall be ſupplied with every thing 


truly good, and fatisfied with all ſpiritual enjoyments, 
They may endure much diſtreſs upon earth, oppreſſed 


with penitential ſorrow, no leſs than with the calamities 


of life ; but the time of their deliverance and exulta- 
tion is at hand. They may be treated with hatred and 
contempt, and ſeparated from the ſociety of their near- 
eſt friends; but on this very account they ought to re- 
Joice and triumph, becauſe the Lord God hath conferred 
an honour upon them, and will diſtinguiſh them with 
marks of peculiar regard, at the reſurrection of the juſt. 
But, turning to others of an oppoſite character, he 
defcribed their awful caſe, and denounced the moſt tre- 
mendous woes againſt them. Let thoſe, in the preſent 
day, who are deſtitute of true religion, heat their doom 
declared, and fear for themſelves. They perceive: not 
their need of any ſpiritual bleſſings, nor feel any ardent 
deſires to obtain the grace revealed in the Goſpel. 
Whatever temporal advantages, therefore, or ſenſual 
pleaſures they may now enjoy, they are wretched ; fince 
2 4 they 
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they © have neither part nor lot in this matter.” Poſ- 
libly, they may abound in wealth, and be able to com- 
mand every gratification, which a carnal heart may 
covet ; they may live in ſplendour, gaiety, and diffipa- 
tion; they may be admired and applauded amongſt 
men ; but the day of their calamity is coming; for their 
expiring breath will conclude all their comfort and their 
glory, nor can any thing await them beyond the grave, 
except tribulation and anguiſh, ſhame and everlaſting 
contempt. + 

After ſuch alarming aasee Jeſs proceeded to 


deliver various precepts, which prove the peculiar ho- 


lineſs of his religion, and are of general uſe to all his 
profeſſed diſciples, for the regulation of their ps Mgt 
and conduct. 

He enjoined the 0 of forgiyeneſs and love to- 
wards the moſt violent and malignant perſecutors; to- 
gether with the practice of univerſal and diſintereſted 
benevolence. But to return kindneſs for injuries, bleff- 
ings for curſes ; how oppoſite is it to the pride, envy, 
anger, and reſentment of our fallen nature! To do 
good, without the proſpect of preſent recompenſe or 
advantage, and without exception of perſons, how con- 
trary to the ſelfiſh, contracted notions of men! Yet 


only by ſuch enlarged beneficence can we prove our- 


ſelves to be partakers of the grace of Chriſt, and the 
children of the Higheſt, who extends his benefits to 
all. | ; ” 
He gave cautions about judging and reproving 
others. There are caſes, in which it may be proper 
and neceſſary to undertake that unpleaſant office; but 
we 
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we ſhould. be ſure, that the. occaſion demands itz and 
that we do it not raſhly or ſeverely, or from an arrg« 
gant, cenſorious, or malicious diſpoſition. Upon this 
head, our Lord intimated the danger of following 
c blind guides; and, as we are generally much influ- 
enced by our teachers, we ſhould beware leſt we attach 
ourſelves to thoſe, who do not feel or underſtand the 
mild and liberal ſpirit of Chriſtianity. Yet, while we 
look to others, we ſhould not forget ourſelves, but ra- 
ther begin the work of reformation there. For except 
we perceive, condemn, and correct our own faults, we 
are incompetent to decide upon the characters and 
conduct of others. 

He enforced the neceſſity of proving a profeſied re re- 
oard to him by a holy life. As the fruit determines 
the nature of a tree, ſo the habitual tendency of our 
actions, words, and tempers will beſt diſcover the ſtate 
of our hearts towards him. By ſuch marks, then, we 
muſt examine, whether we are truly united to Chriſt, 
and renewed by his grace. To what purpoſe ſhall we 
make a ſhew of high reſpect for him, while we live in 
an uniform courſe of diſobedience ? How ſtriking his 
reproof, © Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things which I ſay ?” Such compliments he conſiders 
as the groſſeſt inſult; yet how generally has that inſult 
been put upon him! Not a few in every age have pre- 
tended the moſt ardent affection, and have been for- 
ward to give him every proper title and expreſſion: of 
honour, who have not ſubmitted to his authority. Let 
us beware of this fatal deluſion, 12600 


He 
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He repreſented the difference between the ſincere 
believer and the unſound profeſſor of the Goſpel. 
They differ moſt widely from each other, both in their 
preſent practice and in their final condition. The fin- 
cere believer comes to Chriſt, receives with an humble 
mind the doctrines of grace, and by an exemplary life 
proves, that the word, which he has heard, has pro- 
duced its right influence upon him. His truſt is built 
on an immovable baſis: © the rock of ages” is the ſure 
foundation, on which he reſts. Trials and temptations, 
like heavy ſtorms, may beat upon him; but nothing 
ſhall be able to overthrow his hope, or diſappoint his 
expectation. The hypocrite may liſten to, and perhaps 
zealouſly contend for, the pure fyſtem of the Goſpel; 
but he advances no farther. He depends on his accu- 
rate notions and diſtinftions, or his compliance with 
the forms and ceremonies of religion, while he feels not 
its inward energy. He will, therefore, be left defence- 
leſs and unſupported in the day of his calamity : © the 
overflowing ſhower” of divine indignation ſhall ſuddenly 
caſt him down, and "Oy him away into everlaſting 
deſtruction. 

Such were the ſolemn admonitions of the Saviour. 
They have been offered to our notice before; bur ſurely 
we may bear the repetition of them again and again. 
They are at all times intereſting, ſeaſonable, and neceſ- 
ſary. May they lead us to a ſtrict and impartial exa- 
mination of our own hearts! What, then, is our cha- 
tacter? what our expectation beyond the grave? If we 
call ourſelves rhe diſciples of Jeſus, what is the regard 
we pay him? Do we give him any thing more than a 

Vor. III. 8 bare 
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bare compliment? Or are our affections and general 
habits regulated by an unfeigned obedience to his will? 
What benefit do we derive: from hearing the Goſpel? 


Or what fruits of righteouſneſs do we produce? Theſe 


important inquiries naturally ariſe from the ſubject be- 
fore us; and they claim our molt ſerious conſideration. 
Let us examine the foundation on which our edifice 
reſts, ſince we are building for eternity. How terrible 
will be the confuſion of the ungodly, when * the: hail 
ſhall ſweep away their refuge of lies, and the waters 
ſhall overflow. their hiding: place“! But may we, “ be- 


ing rooted and grounded in the love of Chriſt,” ſtand 


faſt in the faith, againſt every aſſault on earth, and then 
appear at the laſt awful day with confidence and ex- 
ceeding joy, through the merits and mediation of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt! Amen. | 


Ia, xxvili. 17. 
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Jeſus healed a Centurion y fervant—raiſed a widow's fon 
to liſe —teflified of Jobhm the Baptiſt —lamented over the 
impenitent—encouraged the contrite — dined with a Pha- 
riſee, and vindicated the woman, who tod as a mourn- 
ing penitent at his feet. * is 


Amoncsr the various incidents, which meet us in 
the life of Jeſus, none will be found of a trifling or un- 
intereſting nature. Every thing in this hiſtory is ex- 
traord.nary, and replete with inſtruction. Each ſtep 
that we advance will furniſh us with freſh proofs of his 
divine character and miſſion, and at the ſame time with 
renewed inſtances of his condeſcending and compaſ- 
ſionate regard to our miſerable and guilty race. May 
every view of him conſtrain us to cry out, with admi- 
ration and gratitude, . Bleſſed be the Lord God of 
Iſrael, for he hath viſited and redeemed his people, and 
hath raiſed up an horn of ſalvation for us“! 

After the folemn addreſs, which Jeſus delivered to 
his diſciples in the audience of the people, he retired to 
Capernaum, his moſt uſual reſidence +, Wherever he 


* Luke i. 68, 69. + Mat, viii. 5-13. Loke vii. 110- 
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went, opportunities of exerting his benevolence were 
offered, and theſe he readily embraced. In this city, a 
man of good reputation, who, it ſhould ſeem, attended 
the worſhip of 'the true God, a Centurion, or a Cap- 
tain in the Roman army, having heard of Jeſus, of his 
character, and the miracles he had wrought, applied to 
kim, to come and heal a favourite ſervant at the point 
of death. The Gentile ſoldier diſcovered a remarkable 
degree of humility and faith. Thinking himſelf un- 
worthy to ſolicit the kind notice of ſo exalted a Per- 
ſonage, he prevailed on ſome of the principal Jews in 
the place, to preſent and ſecond his petition. Jeſus, 
who was ever inclined to ſuccour the afflicted, imme- 
diately conſented to comply with their requeſt. But 
the Centurion, aſhamed to give him the trouble, and 
conceiving it to be an unſuitable thing, that he, a ſin- 
ner and a Gentile, ſhould receive ſuch a viſitant in his 
houſe, believing alſo that Jeſus was able to perform the 
cure at a diſtance, ſent another deputation of his friends, 
and then at laſt went forth himſelf to meet him, en- 
treating him to proceed no farther, but only by his 
powerful word to command the health of the ſervant 
to be reſtored. Even I,” ſaid he, © who am ſubject 
to the authority of another, yet as I have ſoldiers under 
my control, no ſooner iſſue out my orders, than they 
are executed.” More was implied than expreſſed; and 
the inference intended could be no other than this, 
« How much rather will every injunction of thine be 
inſtantly obeyed, ſince all creatures are ſubſervient to 
thy will! No remoteneſs of place can be any obſtacle 


to prevent the deſired cure, if Thou ſhalt ſo ordain.” 
| This 
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This was a ſignal inſtance of faith, in a ſtranger to 
the commonwealth of Iſrael. It was ſuch, that our 
Lord declared his admiration, being ſuperior to what 
he had yet found among the Jews themſelves. And 
hence he took occaſion to warn them, who boaſted of 
their deſcent from Abraham, that many from the moſt 
diſtant parts of the earth, even of Gentile extraction, 
ſhould obtain a diſtinguiſhed rank in the kingdom of 
glory, whilſt thoſe, who preſumed upon their excluſive 
right to it, ſhould be condemned to a ſtate of everlaſt- 
ing torment and deſpair, This conveys a ſuitable ad- 
monition to us. We obſerve, that there is no ſituation 
or condition of life, however unfavourable, in which 
the grace of God may not produce eminent inſtances _ 
of real religion. And it ſhould excite our thankful- 
neſs, to meet with any one, under great diſadvantages 
of education and in the midſt of many ſnares, like this 
officer in the Roman army, humbled with a deep con- 
viction of extreme unworthineſs, and entertaining high 
and honourable thoughts of Jeſus. He did not ſtoop 
too low, when he ſaid, © Lord, I am not worthy, that 
thou ſhouldſt come under my roof;” for the moſt ex- 
alted monarch in the world might properly adopt the 
ſame confeſſiun. And ſhall not we remember and ac- 
knowledge, that we deſerve no tokens of the Saviour's 
kind regard, and that, if He deign to viſit us, it muſt 
be aſcribed to his own wonderful condeſcenſion and 
mercy ? But do we poſſeſs the faith of the Centurion? 
Or, do we not, rather, diſtruſt the power of Chijlt? 
We are favoured, not above the Gentiles only, but 


even more than the ancient Jews; ſo that we may be 
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called the children of the kingdom.” Yet have we 
not occafion to fear, that many, who are deſtitute of 
our privileges, may riſe up in judgment to condemn 
us? And would it not aggravate our miſery, to ſee them 
admitted into heaven, whilſt we ourſelves are excluded 
for ever? 5 ei 

The requeſt of the Centurion was granted, and his 
confidence in Jeſus proved to be well founded. He 
was diſmiſſed in peace, and his ſervant inſtantly reſtored 
to the full vigour of health, merely by the efficacious 
word of the great Phyſician. Nor will any be finally 
diſappointed of their hope in Him, We ſhould enter- 
tain large expectations, from a perſuaſion of his ability 
to ſave; and by a ſtrong, unſhaken faith in him, we 
ſhall infallibly ſecure his bleſſing to our ſouls, 

Aſter this miracle, it is probable that the fame of 
Jeſus was celebrated ſtill farther, and that, in conſe- 
quence, the number of his followers increaſed. The 
multitude, indeed, fo preſſed upon him, that he had no 
leiſure to take proper refreſhment: and ſo inceſſant was 
his attention to them, that his friends interfered, blam- 
ing him for an exceſs of zeal, and with much vehe- 
mence importuning him to deſiſt from his labours, as 
| injurious to himſelf, and even denoting a degree of in- 
ſanity . Peculiar occafions may juſtify and demand 
ſuch ardent exertions, as to ſome may appear needleſs 
and extravagant. Nay, the very fervency, which at all 
times becomes the ſervant of Chriſt, will be accounted 
by the world a ſure mark of weakneſs or derangement 
of the faculties. But, compared with the vigorous 


* Mark iii. 20, 21. 
: efforts 
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efforts of the Saviour, the moſt eager and eſtrenuous 
endeavours of his people will ſeem: to ſavour of luke 
warmneſs and ſloth. Indeed, we are not capable ot 
activity, like His. 20007 bas. am 

He might fo far yield to the ſolicitations of his friends; 
as to receive ſome nouriſnment, and then retire for 
the night; but the next day he returned to: his work 
again . He took a journey of ſeveral miles, to the 
city Nain, accompanied by many attendants; and there 
a freſh, opportunity offered, for the diſplay of his high 
character. As he approached the place, à moſt affect= 
ing ſpectacle was preſented. He met the ſolemn pro- 
ceſſion of a funeral: à diſtreſſed mother, who had been 
before bereaved of her huſband, was now following her 


only ſon, her chief ſupport and comfort, to the graue?! 


As a man, our Lord felt the tendereſt eompaſſion ſor 
the afflicted widow; and, without any requeſt from her 
or from others, interpoſed on the mournful occaſion, 
to wipe away her tears. But what conſolation could 
he adminiſter to one, who ſeemed to have loſt her all ? 
s any thing too hard for the Lord?“ He ſhewed 
himſelf ſtronger than death; for inſtantly, with divine 
majeſty and authority, as the Almighty Lord, Nh 
quickeneth whom he will, he ſpake the word, and the 
dead revived, He reſtored to the diſconſolate woman 
her beloved child, in all the vigour of liſe; and thus 
gave unto her, beauty for aſhes; the oil of joy ſor 
mourning, the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavi⸗ 
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What an aſtoniſhing exhibition both of mercy and 
of might! We are at a loſs to know, which of them we 
would moſt admire. - No wonder, that an event ſo un- 
common, and inconteſtably miraculous, impreſſed the 
minds of all the ſpectators with a ſerious awe, and con- 
ſtrained them to acknowledge, that an illuſtrious pro- 
phet had riſen up among them, and that God had again 
viſited his people. And ſhall not we, alſo, be ſtruck 
with holy fear and reverence of the Saviour, while we 
contemplate his actions? Does not the occurrence be- 
fore us clearly prove his divine miſſion? Why, then, 
do not all receive him, as coming from heaven to in- 
ſtruct and redeem his Church? Alas] but few are con- 
vinced; or, general convictions are very ſuperficial, 
Many will not examine the evidence with ſerious at- 
tention, but, in proud or careleſs contempt, turn away 
both their eyes and their ears from the truth. Others, 
we obſerve with grief, though obliged by the ſtrength 
of argument to aſſent to the Goſpel, yet fail of that 
unfeigned and ſupreme regard, which is due to Jeſus. 
They may feel an impreſſion of terror upon their minds, 
like the inhabitants of Nain, and confeſs, that * a great 
Prophet is riſen up,” while they refuſe to ſubmit or 
liſten to the doctrines, which he delivers. How ſtrange 
and fatal an inconſiſtency i is this! 

We have ſeen the tenderneſs of Jeſus towards the 
poor widow: + ſurely; we ſhall learn from the example, 
to look upon the afflicted with kindneſs and compaſſion, 
and ſtretch out our hands for their relief. But feeble, 
in compariſon, i 15 our pity : for, i in many caſes, our en- 

deayours 
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deavours to remove or. mitigate diſtreſs are ineffec- 
tual. Jeſus alone can adminiſter ſuitable and adequate 
afliſtance, | O fix your attention upon Him, you that 
are overwhelmed with trouble, whoſe * tears have been 
your meat day and night!” He can inſtantly turn your 
weeping into joy, and your complaints into loud thankſ- 
givings, by accompliſhing deliverance in a way, which 
to you may ſeerp. impoſſible. For what cannot his 
power effect? Or what will not his love be diſpoſed to 
grant, if really expedient for you? Death, indeed, may 
rob you of choſe, who were the delight of your eyes, 
and the deſire of your hearts, and the grave may detain 
them ; yet, under the preſſure of this calamity, you are 
taught to rejoice in Jeſus, as * the Reſurrection and 
the Life,” who will ſhortly break up the manſions of | 
the dead, and reſtore to you every dear friend, who 
has departed in the faich, clothed with glory and im- 
mortality, to rejoice with you in his bliſsful preſence 
for ever. | | 

The report of our Lord's miracles, which was diſſe- 
minated far and wide, was carried by the diſciples of 
John to their honoured Maſter, then in priſan *®, For 
their conviction, we ſuppoſe, rather than his own, the 
Baptiſt took that opportunity of ſending them with an 
expreſs meſſage to Jeſus, inquiring, whether he were 
the very Meſſiah or not. In reply to their queſtion, 
He condeſcended to give them the molt ſatisfactory 
evidence, which might diſperſe every doubt, and, pro- 
bably, induce them to attach themſelves to Him, after 
John's deceaſe. They beheld the wonderful exertions 
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of his power and mercy : for in their preſence, while 


they ſtood before him, he healed all manner of infirmi- 


ties, caſt out devils; and reſtored fight to the blind. He 


referred them, therefore, to his works for à detiſive 
proof of his character, and directed them to carry a 
faithful relation to John, of what they had ſeen and 
heard, that they might all perceive the ancient prophe- 
cies, concerning the Saviour of the world, to be ful- 
filled in him. At the ſame time he added, that it 
would be happy fot them, if they ſhould not be ftag- 
gered in their minds; or influenced by the prevailing 
prijidices” and objections againſt him. It is of im- 
portance to ourſelves alſo, to be aſſured that Jeſus is 
no deceiver, that he exhibited the ſtrongeſt teſtimonies 
of his divine miſſion, and, therefore, that our faith 
Fefts oni à ſure foundation, Vet many reject him: and 
it is alloy / ed, that there are ſuch things relating to Him, 
his doctrines, and adherents, as may give offence to ſu- 
perficial and captious obſervers, and ſuch as proud and 
fenſual minds can never reliſh. In this view, bleſſed 
indeed are they, who have themſelves eſcaped or fur- 
mounted "theſe difficulties, and who are not led ahve 
75 the exceptions of others. 
Our Lord took occaſion from the viſit of John's diſ- 
ciples, to addreſs the multitude concerning the Baptiſt, 


who had once been extremely popular among them. 
He ſpake of him in the moſt honourable terms, as 


being ſtedfaſt both in his preaching and practice, not 
eaſily ſhaken like a reed with the wind, not ſeeking the 


pomps of the world or ſenſual oratifications, but as 4 


man of ſingular auſterity and {elf-denial. He declared 
* | him 
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kim to be Toperior, f in ſome reſpedts, to all the ar ancient 

prophets, eſpecially as being the Harbinger of Meſſiah, _ 
and preparing the way for wy reception. He remark- 
ed the peculiar ardour, to which ſome had been excited 


by his miniſtry, who ſeemed as if they would gain an 


admiſſion into the heavenly kingdom by a holy vio- 
lence; and yet | he lamented the awful condition of thoſe, 
who rejected both the Baptiſt and the Saviour, whom 
he came to introduce. He was led, therefore, to com- 
plain of the perverſeneſs of that generation, who had 
diſcovered the moſt abſurd prejudices againſt them, and 
who condemned the one and the other, though for dif- 
ferent and oppoſite reaſons ; ſo that there appeared no 
proſpect of obtaining any acceptance with them. They 
had refuſed their attention to John, on account of his 
auſterities, as if he were a melancholy, diſtracted man, 
under the poſſeſſion of an evil ſpirit: and now they ca- 
lumniated Jeſus, for the freedom of his intercourſe with 
men of all characters, as if he were himſelf addicted to 
intemperance, and a patron of the diſſolute and aban- 
doned, Yet the Saviour rejoiced, that, amidſt theſe 
various miſreprefentations, there were thole, who per- 
ccived and approved the wiſdom of their conduct. 
The application to ourſelves is obvious. Many, in 
our own day, betray a frowardneſs and malignity of 
temper, ſimilar to that of the ancient Phariſees. They 
are ever ready to take exceptions to the people and the 
ways of God, and that too, on contrary grounds. The 
miniſters of Chriſt, endued with different talents and 
diſpoſitions, addreſs them, ſometimes with one mode 
of exhortation, and ſometimes with another; being ſo- 
licitous 
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licicous to recommend the Goſpel to their favourable 
regard by every method they can deviſe. But every 
method proves equally unſucceſsful : for now they are 
thought too rigid and moroſe, and again they are con- 
demned for allowing too great a latitude of conduct. 
It were, therefore, vain for them, with the utmoſt pru- 
dence and circumſpection, to expect to gain general 
eſteem, or avoid reproach. Happy they, who are 
earneſtly concerned to fave their own ſouls, and are 
preſſing, with a holy violence, into the kingdom of 
heaven! They perceive the propriety and neceſſity of 
many things in religion, with which others are diſguſt- 
ed: and, inſtead of being carried away with the torrent 
of general prejudice, they determine to adhere to the 
truth and ſervice of God, however vilified in the moft 
opprobrious terms. | 

On the occaſion juſt mencionad. av was induced 

to ſpeak more largely, and with peculiar ardour of af- 
fection, while he lamented over the impenitent cities of 
Galilee, in which he had performed moſt of his mighty 
works. The meek and compaſſionate Saviour de- 
nounced one wo upon another, againſt Chorazin, 
Bethſaida, and Capernaum, and predicted the final and 
aggravated ruin, which was coming upon them for their 
obduracy and contempt of the Goſpel. Many, it ſhould 
ſeem, of reſpectable character and abilities, remained 
in unbelief. This very circumſtance has been thought 
an object ion to the Chriſtian faith. But ſurely, in this 
view, it appears that it was not a mere human ſyſtem, 
or indebted to worldly policy for its ſupport. The 
ways of God are in the deep: but we perceive it to be 
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His purpoſe to abaſe the pride, and ſtain the glory, of 
man; and, when we obſerve, that his ſalvation is hid 
from many of high attainments in literature, whilſt it 
is revealed to ſome of inferior parts and mean rank in 
life, we are conſtrained to be ſilent in the duſt, or ra- 
ther, with the Saviour, to adore the n of the 
awful diſpenſation. | 
At the ſame time, however, to encourage thoſe 
humble penitents, who, under a conviction of their 
guilt, might be ready to fear, that the condemnation, 
he had denounced, would fall upon them, he repreſent-· 
ed his own ſupreme authority and divine perfections, 
commenſurate to thoſe of the Father, and then declared 
his peculiar tenderneſs and grace to ſuch, as might be 
bowed down with a ſenſe of their fin and miſery. He 
publiſhed the moſt kind and general invitation to all, 


who felt a burdened conſcience and ſought deliverance, _ 


adding expreſs and abſolute aſſurances of pardon, peace, 
and ſalvation, on their unfeigned application and cordial 


ſubmiſſion to lum. 

We aſk, then, What conceptions do you form of 
Jeſus ; what regard do you ſhew him? Do objections 
ariſe in your minds, and prevent your cordial belief of 
the Goſpel ? Bur after ſuch proofs, as have been addu- 
ced, who ſhall complain of the want of evidence ? Haye 
you no apprehenſions of the tremendous conſequences 
of rejecting him? Shall Chorazin, Bethſaida, and Ca- 
pernaum be condemned with accumulated woes for 
their infidelity, and you eſcape unpuniſned? Or, do 
you conſider yourſelves as utterly excluded from his 
notice, and incapable of receiving mercy, on account 


of 
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of your extreme-depravity and long continuance in an! 
He ſpeaks expreſsly to your caſe, and gives you direc- 
tion and encouragement, ſuited to your diftreſs, 0 
keep not at a diſtance from Him, while He ſays, 
* Come unto me!” He will not diſdain you, nor with- 
hold his bleſſings from you. He is meek, and lowly 
in heart;” and, therefore, will condeſcend to your re- 
_ queſt, mean and worthleſs as you are. Only, be will- 
ing, as teachable ſcholars, to take your inſtructions from 
him, and, as obedient ſervants, to fulfil his injunctions: 
you will not complain of the rigour of his demands, but 
experience them to be eaſy 896 delightful, and “ find 
reſt unto your ſouls.” 

Is it inquired, What was the conſequence of our 
Lord's ſolemn addreſſes? Some might be deeply and 
properly affected, and others ſo much impreſſed, as to 
be induced to ſhew. him an outward reſpect, without 
any cordial attachment. One perſon of this latter de- 
ſcription, whoſe name was Simon, a Phariſee, invited 
him to dine at his houſe ; and Jeſus, who was an ex- 
- ample of civility and kindneſs, and who ſought oppor- 
tunities of doing good in all places and among all cha- 
racters, readily complied * During his viſit there, a 
fingular circumſtance .occurred, which ſhewed the ig- 
norance and pride of the Phariſee, and the amazing 
grace and compaſſion of the. Saviour. A woman in 
the town, who had been a notorious finger, and, as it 
is ſuppoſed, infamous for her lewdneſs, heard where he 
was; and, probably, emboldened by his aſſurances of 
mercy and peace to the mourning penitent, defired to 
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give ſome teſtimony of her ſtrong regard for him, and 
for that purpoſe prepared certain coſtly perfumes, with 
which ſhe might anoint him. She was admitted into 
his preſence, while he was at dinner; and ſtanding be- 
hind him, as he lay reclined upon the couch, ſhe ber 
trayed marks of extreme diſtreſs., The cauſe of it, 
evidently, was unfeigned contrition for her ſins. She | 
wept; and her tears were ſo abundant, that the drops 
flowed down upon and: bedewed the Saviour's feet. 
Perceiving where they fell, ſhe ſtooped, and wiped 
them off with her diſheyelled hair. Nor was this all: 
ſhe could not refrain, even before the company, from 
expreſſions of ardent gratitude and love: ſne kiſſed his 
feet, and poured her rich ointment upon them, unmind- 
ful of its * dle or not un to apply 1 it i 
his head. 

Theſe 15 of her ſervent fecdon our Lock did. not 
diſdain, but received them favourably. The Phariſee, 
however, who; looked on her with contempt, took of- 
fence. © Lifted up with a proud conceit of his own 
goodneſs, he conſidered the very touch of the woman 
as carrying defilement, and concluded that a prophet 
of God muſt not only know the baſeneſs gf hen cha- 
rater, but inſtantly turn away from her with diſguſt. 
This diſpoſition is not uncommon... Thoſe, who Haut 
high thoughts of themſelves, ſct. up a kind of claim to 
the divine regard, and cannot bear, that ſuch, as have 
been notorious offenders, ſhould be admitted to a thare 
in that regard, or that any encouragement ſhould be 
given to them, even when transformed and eſtabliſhed 


in ne wneſs of life.” But how large is the grace, ho 
| great 
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great the condeſcenſion of Jeſus! He did not ſcorn the 
Poor, weeping penitent, though ſhe had been moſt 
abandoned, and long enſlaved in the ſervice of Satan; 
but he received, he comforted, he defended "_ at ven 
hazard of his own reputation. 0 
He replied, in a very appoſite parable, to th Kink 
objections of the Phariſees (for they had not been 
openly avowed), ſhewing, that of two debtors, both 
of whom are inſolvent, and both freely releaſed from 
their obligations by their generous creditor, he, to 
whom the largeft forgiveneſs is extended, will feel the 
warmeſt gratitude. He then referred immediately to 
the caſe of Simon and the woman, reproving him 
for the neglect of thoſe tokens of reſpect, which are 
uſually paid to welcome viſitants, and commending 
her for the expreſſions of her regard, however extrava- 
gant they might ſeem. The Phariſee thought his own 
offences few and trivial, and, therefore, could not en- 
tertain any high value for the Saviour; but ſhe, who 
was overwhelmed with a deep ſenſe of her aggravated 
guilt, and yet cheered with the hope of a full and gra- 
tuitous pardon, was ſolicitous to declare, in every way 
ſhe could, the ardour of her affection towards Him, 
who had obtained the mercy for her. Wherefore,” 
ſaid Jeſus, © her ſins, which are many, are forgiven; 
for ſhe loved much.” Her ſtrong attachment. to 
Chriſt did not procure her remiſſion, but, rather, it 
was its fruit and evidence. It would invert the or- 
der of things, and of God's diſpenſations to his peo- 
ple, to ſuppoſe, that this attachment preceded her ac- 
VERN but it afforded a ſtriking proof of it, and 
manifeſtiy 
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manifeſtly aroſe from a conviction of her vaſt obliga- 
tions. Not, therefore, as if ſhe were then firſt receiv- 
ed to favour, but to eſtabliſh her the more in thank- 
fulneſs, hope, and joy, he ſolemnly pronounced her 
abſolution : © Thy ſins are forgiven.” That very cir- 
cumſtance occaſioned freſh offence among thoſe, who 
were preſent; for they had no juſt conceptions of the 
perſon and authority of Jeſus, But, in order to declare 
his divine character moſt peremptorily, and to aſſert 
his high prerogative, however they might cavil, he re- 
peated the aſſurance of her pardon and ſalvation, —_—_ 
faich in his name, and diſmiſſed her in peace.” 

A ſerious attention to this little narrative may ſuggeſt 
the following inquiries, which will furniſh an uſeful im- 
provement of the ſubject. ö 

Are not we debtors to God, Wy to he de- 
ſcription of the parable ? Have we not failed of that 
_ obedience, which He has a right to demand? Is not our 
debt large, immenſe, beyond calculation? Let us be- 
ware of the ignorance and preſumption of the Phariſee. 
Though others may ſeem to owe far more, will this 
procure our diſcharge? Or are there any, among the 
molt atrocious offenders, whom we may diſdain ? Does 
it not, rather, become us to confeſs, that our own 
tranſgreſſions are mumerable, and, conſidering how 
we have violated the ſtrongeſt obligations to 3 we 
none can need forgiveneſs more ? 

Are not we, likewiſe, inſolvent? Or, in what man- 
ner ſhall we contrive to anſwer all the claims, which 
the Lord God has upon us? What payment can-wg 
tender? Is it ſuch, as will be ſufficient to ſatisfy his juſt * 
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do better.” But ſhall we ever perform more than 
would have been due from us, if we had not ſinned ? 


And, if we only prevent an increaſe of the debt in fu- 
ture, can this have any effect in diminiſhing what is 


already contracted, or wipe off any part of the old ac- 


count againſt us? What, then, ſhall we reſolve on? 


Let us not waſte the time, in forming vain and fruitleſs 
ſchemes of our own, but frankly acknowledge our in- 
ability, and go with deepeſt humiliation to that Jeſus, 
who © receiveth ſinners.” Let each of us cry to Him, 
« O Lord, undertake for me:“ He will appear as our 


« Surety,” and preſent us with a full and free diſcharge. 


If, like this penitent woman, we mourn and weep at his 


feet, he will obſerve our tears, commiſerate our diſtreſs, 


and haſten to comfort us with the aſſurance, that “ our 
ſins, which are many, are forgiven.” 

If, then, he pronounce us to be acquitted, what 
ſhould hinder, but that we depart in peace ? This is his 
own gracious propoſal, and ought not to be refuſed. 
Yet, do not many reject the conſolation, and indulge 
an exceſs of ſorrow ? Doubtleſs, there is continual cauſe 
to abhor ourſelves, and lament our folly ; but to grieve 
as if there were no hope, is to deſpiſe the mercy pro- 
vided, Jeſus, the compaſſionate Redeemer, ſtands 
ready to wipe away our tears, and bids us © Be of good 
cheer.” Let us only, without reſerve, ſubmit to him, 


and depend upon him; and then we may © go on our. 
way rejoicing.” 


Finally, What affections do we feel towards Jeſus? 


Surely, the warmeſt expreſſions of thankſulneſs and zeal 
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are highly ſuitable and becoming in thoſe, who have 
obtained ſuch free and extenſive forgiveneſs. Where 
Jeſus is diſregarded, we can aſſign the real cauſe : the 
malignity of fin is not underſtood, the greatneſs of the 
debt incurred is not at all apprehended, and it is ſup- 
poſed, that there is but little, if any, need of remiſſion. 
Do we, therefore, ſhew any certain ſigns of ſincere and 
ardent love to our heavenly Benefactor? Do we ſeek 
his preſence, and delight to be in the houſe, where Je- 
ſus is? Do we mourn before him; and are we willing 
to be at expenſe for-his ſake? We cannot, indeed, 
make any adequate compenſation ;- but do not we wiſh 
to teſtify the ſenſe, which we feel, of our immenſe ob- 
ligations to him? O Lord, come, and ſhed abroad 
thy love in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, that we may 
hereby be conſtrained to dedicate ourſelves, our ſouls 
and bodies, to be a reaſonable, holy, and lively facrifice 
unto Thee, who haſt loved us, and given thyſelf for 
us!” Amen. 
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JESUS CHRIST. 


320 1. 16. 


Feſus took another circuit bealed a demoniac - vindicated 
that miracle, againſt the objeffions of the Phariſees 
admoniſbed and reproved them—and n his 
faithful adberents. 


Tur grand luminary, which viſited the earth in the 
perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, diffuſed its unequalled ſplendour 
through a large extent. Happy indeed would have 
been the men of that generation, if they had been ſen- 
ſible of their ineſtimable privilege, in having ſuch an 
Inhabitant, ſuch a Teacher amongſt them. He brought 
with him. “ good tidings of great joy to all people,” 
and he laboured to diſſeminate the knowledge of them 
far and wide. He took one circuit after another, in 
the land of Judea, publiſhing ſalvation wherever he 
went, and among all tanks and characters. Not ſeek- 
ing the friendſhip of the great, or any ſenſual enjoy- 
ments, but, ever intent upon his work, he removed 
from city to city, with conſiderable pain and fatigue to 
himſelf, for the benefit of others, that he might give 
them an opportunity of being inſtructed 1 in the Powe 
of his grace“. 


* Luke viii. 1—z. 


Where 
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Where are they, who copy after. this illuſtrious pat- 
tern? Though we are not called to travel in the ſame 
manner, we ought to poſleſs the ſame ſpirit, and be 
willing to ſacrifice our eaſe to uſefulneſs, © Look not 
every man on his own things, but every man alſo on 
the things of others.” So ſhall © this mind be in you, 
which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus *.” A ſimilar bene vo- 
| lence may be diſplayed even by perſons of moderate 
abilities and private ſituations. According to our ta- 
lents and occaſions, we ſhould lay ourſelves out for the 
glory of God and the beſt intereſts of our fellow-crea- 
tures, Hereby we ſhall evince our acquaintance and 
union with him, whoſe name we bear, while © we are 
changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, by 
the Spirit of the Lord,” i 

Many, who reſorted to him, ſoon withdrew from his 
company, having no reliſh for his converſation, But 
he had ſome ſtated attendants, throughout his various 
movements, who were almoſt inſeparably attached to 
him. © The twelve were with him.” Theſe he ſe- 
lected, as his choſen witneſſes, that they might be in- 
ſtructed in the myſteries of his kingdom, confirmed 
in their regard, and fitted for their apoſtolic function. 
Certain pious women, alſo, who had been healed of 
their infirmities and converted by his grace, occaſion- 
ally, at leaſt, waited on him, and © miniſtered unto him 
of their ſubſtance.” What condeſcenſion, to receive 
ſuch aſſiſtance ! He became very poor indeed. Though 
© the earth is his, and the fulneſs thereof,” ſo mean 
and deſtitute was his condition here, that he ſubſiſted 


' © Phil. . , f. 
ä upon 
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upon the charity of others. Shall we admire their li- 
berality, i in contributing to his ſupport? Or rather, ſhall 
we not envy them the honour of being permitted to 
do ſo? It is more bleſſed to give, than to receive *.“ 
And may not this bleſſedneſs be our's? Though we 
cannot minifter unto Jeſus, in his perſon, we may 
in his repreſentatives, in his diſtreſſed members. For 
what is beſtowed upon them, he will conſider as be- 
ſtowed upon himſelf. And, if we © ſhut up our 
bowels of compaſſion from them, how dwelleth the 
love of God in us ?“ 

Thus attended, then, Jeſus took another circuit, in 
which we ſhall meet with ſome remarkable occurrences. 
In the courſe of his progreſs, a poor unhappy man, 
under the poſſeſſion of the Devil, ſo grievoufly afflict- 
ed as to be deprived both of his ſight and ſpeech, was 
brought to him, and obtained immediate relief 1. Ac- 
cording to his cuſtom, he paid a gracious regard to the 
application, by expelling the evil ſpirit, and reſtoring 
the demoniac to the perfe& exerciſe of his faculties, 
And what effect did the miracle produce? The com- 
mon people were ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, and ready 
to draw the concluſion, that Jeſus muſt be the promiſed 
Meſſiah, But were net theſe perſons ignorant, and 
liable to be impoſed on? That they were unlettered, it 
is allowed; yet that circumſtance was no diſadvantage 
to them in the preſent caſe ; they were as capable of 
judging of plain facts, as the acuteſt Philoſophers, The 
Scribes and Phariſees, conceited of their wiſdom, like 


Akte xx. 35. + 1 John iii. 17. 
1 Matt, xii. 22— 32. Mark iii. 22—30. Luke xi. 14—23- 
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moſt pretenders to ſcience, poſſeſſed more pride, and 
therefore more prejudice, than the multitude: and thus, 
whatever evidence the Saviour exhibited, they con- 
ſtantly urged one objection or another, and would not 
be convinced. How malignant and impious a diſpoſi- 
tion did they diſcover, in the inſtance before us! They 
ſuſpected, if they did not avow their ſentiments, that 
Jeſus performed the miracle by the aſſiſtance of Satan, 
and really acted in confederacy with the prince of dark- 
neſs, to promote his intereſt in the world. How infa- 
mous and abſurd the inference | Was there any ground 
in his life, his doctrines, or his works, to accuſe him 
as an agent or accomplice of the Devil? No: very far 
otherwiſe indeed. But it is not uncommon for men, 
who hate the Goſpel, to give a credit and importance 
to ſuch inſinuations againlt it, as appear, upon the very 
face of them, ridiculous and falſe. 

This circumſtance, however, rendered the character 
of Jeſus the more illuſtrious; for it produced freſh 
proofs of his meekneſs and wiſdom. His followers, 


alſo, ſhould remember, that, while they preſerve a pro- 


per temper under malicious calumnies and reproaches, 
they afford ſuch an evidence of their ſincerity, and the 
excellency of their principles, as muſt eventually turn 
to the confuſion of their enemies, Our Lord ſpoke in 
his own vindication ; but his defence went rather to 
convince, or, at leaſt, to ſilence, his adverſaries, than 
to juſtify himſelf, It is a very ſmall thing, that we 
ſhould be judged of man's judgment;” and therefore, 
if we be ever ſo much traduced (and it is not poſſible 
that we can be more ſo than the Saviour), let us nat 

T 4 ; be 
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be ſolicitous, on our own account merely, to obviate 
the charges, which envy or malevolence may bring 
againſt us. Yet there may be reaſons, which render it 
expedient to reply. 

Jeſus ſnewed that he was privy to their thoughts, for 
he ſpoke to their ſecret ſurmiſes, while he proved their 
objections to be moſt fooliſh and profane. He argued, 
that Satan would never oppoſe his own intereſt, or 
diſpoſſeſs himſelf; for ſuch a conduct would infallibly 
weaken, and even deſtroy, his kingdom amongſt men: 
and on the ſame ground we maintain, that the Goſpel, 


which contains a ſyſtem of religion, manifeſtly ſubver- 


ſive of the Devil's influence in the world, muſt be from 
heaven, He alleged, that, as they believed ſome of 
their own diſciples to caſt out demons by the Spirit of 
God, they ought not to aſcribe his miracles to any 


other cauſe. On their own principles, he convicted 


them of the moſt partial and unjuſt judgment, in not 
allowing thoſe diſpoſſeſſions, which he had effected, to 
proceed from the Holy Ghoſt, as well as thoſe, which 
were accompanied by the exorciſms of their own adhe+ 


rents. He then contended, that, granting a divine 
agency in what he had performed, they muſt alſo ad- 


mit, that he was come to ſet up the kingdom of God 
among them; and, therefore, inſtead of fooliſhly and 
malictouſly cavilling at him, they ought with profound 
humility to ſolicit a place in that kingdom. The fact 
was, that Satan, who had long maintained an undiſturb- 
ed dominion, was now in various inſtances deprived of 
his influence. His authority was, ſo far, deſtroyed; 
many of thoſe, whom he had held in cruel bondage, 
being 
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being reſcued out of his hands by the ſuperior and ira 
reſiſtible power of Jeſus. The inference, then, was 
clear and deciſive, that he, who * deſtroyed the works 
of the Devil,” could not be his confederate. 

Our Lord proceeded to warn them, that it was im- 
poſſible for them to obſerve a neutrality in the conteſt, 
which he had inſtituted againſt the prince of darkneſs, 
and that all were required to declare themſelves either 
on one {ide or the other. The ſame warfare is ſtill 
carried on, and it holds good to this preſent day, * He 
that is not with him 1s againſt him; and he that ga- 
thereth not with him, ſcattereth abroad.” He com- 
mands us, in the moſt explicit manner, to eſpouſe his 
cauſe with cordiality, and ſupport it with vigour. On 
which ſide, then, do we ſtand ? Here are two Leaders, 
of oppoſite intereſts, never to be reconciled :- and it is 
indiſpenſably requiſite, that every man ſhew himſelf, 
decidedly and actively, for the one and againſt the other. 
Have we entered into the ſervice of Jeſus? Are we 
« with him;” fincerely, without diſſimulation; uni- 
formly, without wavering ; and univerſally, without re- 
ſerve? This he demands. Yet how many are fatisfied, 
merely becauſe they do not ſet themſelves in an avowed 
reſiſtance againſt Chriſt and his meaſures! You, who 

do not oppoſe the Goſpel or its profeſſors, may boaſt 
of your candour and liberality ; and, as you are not 
open enemies, may preſume upon being accounted his 
friends. But you are moſt unhappily deluded. Your 
indifference about his cauſe, he conſiders as a marked 
contempt of him ; and therefore he thanks you not for 
abſtaining from hoſtilities ;. but while you refuſe to ex- 


ert 
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ert yourſelves for him, he looks upon you as bring in 
the intereſt of his grand opponent. 

Jeſus, perceiving in theſe proud and malevolent ca- 
- villers a confirmed hatred of him, warned them till 
further of their danger in daring to aſcribe to Satan's 
agency, what had been effected only by the divine Spi- 
rit, He declared, that, while the Goſpel offers a full 
and free forgiveneſs of all manner of fin and blaſ- 
phemy,”” one offence is excepted, and that “ the blaſ- 
phemy uu the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be forgiven 
unto men,” 
This is a moſt tremendous aſſertion indeed ! It ſhould 
excite a holy fear and circumſpection in us all. We 
ought to beware, that we do not even approach to the 
ſin ; much leſs ſhould we imitate the profane effrontery 
of thoſe, who deny or ridicule the operations of the 
Holy Ghoſt, It is far better to keep at a diſtance, 
than to underſtand exactly its particular nature and pre- 
ciſe limits. But it may be proper to inquire, of what 
kind the offence is, of which ſuch awful things are ſpo- 
ken. Many painful apprehenſions are entertained by 
perſons of a tender conſcience, as if they had certainly 
committed it, and therefore, by the divine decree, were 
abſolutely and for ever excluded from mercy. But lo 
far, perhaps, we may confidently affirm, that thoſe, who 
are moſt oppreſſed with the dread, are leaſt in danger 
of having contracted the enormous guilt. 

From a compariſon of the different paſfages in the 
ſacred ſcriptures, where the ſin is mentioned“, it ap- 
pears to be an entire rejection of the Goſpel, And 


C Heb, vi, 4-6. x. 26-29, 1 John v. 16. 


ſince 
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fince there is no other remedy for our fallen ſtate, who 
ſhall dare to complain, whatever be their puniſhment, 
after their own deliberate refuſal of ſalvation ? Yet this 
is not all: it is an avowed and continued oppoſition to 
the grace of Chriſt. The Phariſees, to whom our Lord 
ſpoke, perſecuted and calumniared him, as acting under 
the direction of Satan. Shall we fay, then, that de- 
cided enmity againſt him is, of itſelf, unpardonable ? 
Many, who have made long and furious reſiſtance” to 
him, have found mercy. Saint Paul himſelf had once 
been © a blaſphemer and a perſecutor ;” and it is pro- 
bable, that ſome, who had © crucified the Lord of glo- 
ry,” were redeemed to God by the very blood which 
they ſhed, + But they ſinned ignorantly. The offence, 
here ſpecified, is committed againſt ftrong evidence 
and conviction of the truth. One miracle upon ano- 
ther had been wrought in the ſight of thoſe very people, 
who ſtill perſiſted in reviling our Lord ; and probably 
they acted in repugnance to the full perſuaſion of their 
own minds. Yet it is ſuppoſed by ſome, that Jeſus re- 
ferred, not to the caſe of thoſe preſumptuous oppoſers, 
but of ſuch as ſhould witneſs the extraordinary effuſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles, and ſhould then' 
aſcribe his operations to the influence of Satan, reject- 
ing the Goſpel as a baſe and impious fraud. Certain 
it is, that the perſons liable to this condemnation are 
thoſe, who have received the cleareſt information, the 
moſt deciſive teſtimony, and deepeſt impreſſions of re- 
ligion upon their hearts; and yet, in defiarice of all, 
put away from them the ſal vation of God, with a blaſ- 
phemous 
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phemous contempt. Such is the deſcription given of 
the unpardonable apoſtate. It ſhould ſtill be remarks 
ed, that © backſliding, though attended with circum- 
ſtances of peculiar aggravation, may obtain forgiveneſs 
with God, and that then only, we may fear, it is the 
black offence, to which remiſſion is denied, when it 
involves in it a malicious and confirmed oppoſition to 
the trath. For it ſhould carefully be noted, that it is 
never followed by contrition or godly ſorrow, but al- 
ways accompanied with an unrelenting obduracy of 
mind. The apoſtate, whoſe caſe is deſperate, cannot 
be © renewed unto repentance.” Thoſe, therefore, 
who feel a tenderneſs of conſcience, and a real com- 
punction of heart for the guilt they have contracted, 
and who ſeek deliverance by the blood of Jeſus, afford 
the ſtrongeſt evidence, that the fin, here ſpoken of, is 
not chargeable to their account, however they may be 
oppreſſed by the painful apprehenſion. After all, any 
other wilful tranſgreſſion againſt God, if perſevered in, 
will be fatal and damnable to the ſoul; and yet, in 
every inſtance, forgiveneſs 1s in this life promiſed and 
granted to the humble and believing penitent. | 
But why, it may be aſked, was this ſevere admoni- 
tion addreſſed to the Phariſees? Had they caſt off all 
regard to religion? No: but their profeſſions were hy- 
pocritical, as their words and actions clearly proved. 
Jeſus, therefore, exhorted them to a conſiſtency of con- 
duct, either in one way or another, by giving up them- 
ſelves to God fincerely and without reſerve, or elſe by 
throwing off their pretences to. piety, and appearing 
6 | openly, 
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Iss cunts. 285 
openly and avowedly wicked; that fo tho fruit might 
accord with the nature of the tree. They had uttered 
blaſphemous expreſſions, from which he proceeded ro 
convict them of their guilt and danger. He affirmed, 
that they had ſpoken agreeably to their inward diſpo- 
fitions, and that the ſource of all fooliſh and profane 
converſation lies in a depraved and unconverted heart. 
Leſt this ſhould be made light of, as if words alone, 
being no more than a mere breath of air, were of little 
conſequence, he warned them, that God would ſoon 
call them to judgment, not only for their daring and 
impious aſſertions, but for all their vain and idle talk, 
and that their common diſcourſe would be adduced as 
an evidence of the ſtate of their minds, either to their 
_ acquittal or condemnation, | : 

And do theſe things concern none but the ancient 
Phariſees ? Shall not we alſo be tried for the words of 
our lips, and our eternal doom be aſſigned according 
to the atteſtation which they ſhall deliver? Tet who 
conſiders the tendency of his converſation, or endea- 
vours ſo to order it, that he may not be aſhamed to 
te give account thereof in the day of judgment?” If 
te out of the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeak- 
eth, how fthall we ſtand the teſt; or what will our 
prevailing tempers and paſſions appear to have been? 
Do not the mouths of many among us utter blaſphemy 
and others delight in expreſſions of lewdneſs, flander, 
and reviling? Where are thoſe, who conform to the 
apoſtolic rule? © Let no corrupt communication pro- 
ceed out of your mouth, but that which is good, to the 


Matt. xii, 33, &c, Mark iii. 31, &c. Luke xi. 24—36. 
ule 
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uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter grace unto the 
hearers “. Is the diſcourſe of the moſt eminent be- 
lievers as ſpiritual and heavenly, as might be expected 
from their high character? O let us pray, “ Set a 
watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of 
my lips; and let my -words be acceptable in thy 
ſight.” | | 
Did the ſolemn warning, then, convince or ſilence 
the Phariſees? No: they perceived that he claimed 
a dignity, which they were unwilling to acknowledge; 
and therefore they complained of the want of evidence, 
and demanded ſome further ſign, deſiring, perhaps, 
a viſible diſplay of his divine glory, or an appearance 
from heaven, which ſhould carry abſolute demonſtra- 
tion with it. How prepoſterous was this! Shall 
proud and obdurate ſinners preſcribe to God, by what 
particular kind or degree of teſtimony he ſhall con- 
firm his own revelations to them? Jeſus, therefore, de- 
clared that no other ſort of atteſtation ſhould be granted 


till his own reſurrection, which, he foretold, would hap- 


pen on the third day from his death, agreeably to its ty- 
pical reſemblance in Jonah's miraculous deliverance, 
He reproved them for their obſtinate impenitence and 
unbelief; he threatened them with the moſt aggravated 
puniſhment. The Ninevites had repented at the 
preaching of Jonah, but they had deſpiſed a greater 
prophet. He referred them, alſo, to the queen of 
Sheba, who had travelled from a remote country, with 
much pains and expenſe, that ſhe might profit by the 


wiſdom of Solomon, while they had ſhewn the utmoſt 


® Eph. iv, 29. + Pal, xix. 14. cxli. 3. 
contempt 
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contempt and hatred of him, who was far ſuperior to 
Solomon; and he warned them that her example would 
condemn their perverſeneſs. | 

Are we fatisfied with the proofs, brought in favour 
of the Goſpel? Nothing, indeed, but a proud or ſen- 
ſual diſpoſition will lead us to deny their ſufficiency. 
Many in our own day, like the unbelievers of old, call for 
additional and ſtronger evidence, and preſumptuouſly 
refuſe to examine that, which is already propoſed to 
them. But the Lord God is not at their command; 
nor will he model his diſpenſations according to their 
wiſhes. O beware, leſt, in righteous judgment for 
your arrogance, he leave you to yourſelves! © Light 
is come into the world; and, if your eyes have not 
diſcerned its excellency, the reaſon 1s, you have © loved 
darkneſs rather than light:“ and your final condemna- 
tion will be much more aggravated, when you are 
compared with others who have made good 1 men | 
ment of inferior advantages. 

Better things might have been expected from many 
ol our Lord's captious hearers, who had once diſeover- 
ed a hopeful diſpoſition. The kingdom of Satan ſeemed 
to be ſhaken amongſt them; but they fell back again 
to their former condition of a willing ſubjection to his 
government, and gave him a more entire aſcendancy 
over their minds: and therefore Jeſus foretold, that 

their © laſt ſtate would be worſe than the firſt.” On 

| this occaſion he delivered the parable of the relapſing 
demoniac. The evil ſpirit may depart for a time, as 
if he had quitted his hold of the poor enſlaved ſinner, 
and yet may return to his poſſeſſion, The door being 
5 3 open, 
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open, the heart prepared to comply with his ſuggeſtions, 
and no contrary principle forbidding his admiſſion, he 
will enter with greater ſtrength, and lead the captive 
ſoul, with increaſing obduracy, rom one . of 
wickedneſs to another. 

This deſcribes a common caſe, din are deeply 
affected by the faithful and lively preaching of the Goſ- 
pel ; and a temporary reformation takes place. Their 
attention may be rouſed, their paſſions moved, and 
eſpecially their fears alarmed by the ſtriking addreſſes 
of ſome plain practical preacher ; and then they cannot 
continue in the ſame vain and ſinful habits as before, 
Like Herod, who © heard John the Baptiſt gladly, and 
did many things,” they may. expreſs a warm approba- 
tion of the miniſter, and amend their conduct, at leaſt 
in certain enormities; ſo that it may ſeem as if the evil 

ſpirit was expelled. But they reſt in a mere external 

change, and fail of a real converſion of the heart; and 

therefore Satan, Who has withdrawn his influence for a 
time, obtains a free admiſſion again. The habitation 

is made ready for his reception ; and he returns with 

ſeven-fold force. How terrible the conſequence! A 

relapſe is often more to be dreaded than the firſt attack 

of a diſorder. Evil men and ſeducers wax worſe 

and worſe *:” © the latter end is worſe with them 

than the beginning f.“ Let us, therefore, implore 

the God of all grace, ſo to drive out the prince of 
darkneſs, that He himſelf may take full and everlaſt- 

ing poſſeſſion of our ſouls, and nothing be“ able to 


* 2 Tim. iii. 13. + 2 Pet. ii. 20. 
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ſeparate us from the love of God, which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord.” | 

In this awful manner Jeſus continued to preach 
the word with unſhaken fortitude and unwearied pa- 
tience, expoſing himſelf to the malevolence of his ene - 
mies by his pointed reproofs, and exhauſting his bodily 
ſtrength by inceſſant labours. While he was thus em- 
ployed, a certain woman, impreſſed by his exhortations, 
exclaimed, as if in envious admiration of the happineſs 
of her, who was favoured with ſuch a Son : but he re- 
plied, that a far greater privilege 1s conferred on thoſe, 
who believe and obey the Goſpel. His pious mother, 
rogether with ſome near relations, ſtood at a diſtance, 
and, probably, through anxiety for his welfare, wiſhed 
to call him away, It ſeems they were prevented 
from approaching, by the ſurrounding multitudes. It 
was, therefore, intimated to him, that they were wait- 
ing to ſpeak with him. But he, ſtill intent upon his 
important work, and to encourage the attendance of 
his faithful followers, declared, that thoſe who truly re- 
ceived and practiſed his word, were much dearer to 
him, than the neareſt among his earthly connections, 
merely as ſuch, could poſſibly be. He meant not to 


light his mother or any of his kindred, but to ſhew that 


we ſhould be ſuperior to all carnal and worldly regards, 
by looking beyond the ties of conſanguinity ; and in 
order to animate his diſciples to diligence and perſever- 
ance in his ſervice, he took that opportunity of expreſſ- 
ing his warmeſt affection for them. 

Are any perſons ready to congratulate the bleſſed Vir- 
gin, who had the diſtinguiſhed honour of bringing forth 

Vor, III. U | the 


\ 
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the Saviour of mankind ? The way is here pointed out, 
in which you may obtain a ſuperior dignity. Only yield 
an unfeigned reſpect to the Goſpel, give up your whole 
hearts to God, and walk in cheerful obedience to his 
commands, and you ſhall be happier, and dearer to 
Jeſus, than any natural relation to him could make you. 
If you profeſs a peculiar attachment and number your- 
ſelves among his followers, we aſk, whether you are 
willing to walk in holineſs as he requires, Or, are 
you ſatisfied with paying him an unmeaning compliment, 
as if it could pleaſe him, to cry, © Lord, Lord,” while 
you regard not his precepts? Obſerve, that he pro- 
nounces his benediction upon thoſe, who not only azar, 
but bo, his word, and perform the © will of his Father.“ 
Are you ſuch ? Or, are you not conſcious, that ſome or 
other of your tempers and practices expreſsly contra» | 
dict his injunctions? You muſt ſearch out, and put 
away from you “ the accurſed thing,” which he hateth; 
or elſe it were preſumption to expect his favourable 
notice. OR. | 
You, who have devoted yourſelves to him “ with- 
out partiality and without hypocriſy,” may take freſh 
courage, ſince you are aſſured from his own mouth, 
how dear you are to him. You are in his account, as 
& a brother, a ſiſter, and a mother.“ Do you know, 
what thoſe tender names imply? Yet you cannot con- 
ceive the ſtrength of his affection for you. How ample 
is the recompenſe he beſtows, for all you can do or ſuf- 
fer in his cauſe ! O let a ſenſe of his unmerited and ex- 
tenſive love excite you to more vigorous and cheerful 
| exertions, 
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exertions, that you may expreſs your gratitude, and pro- 
mote his glory! | 

But let © the ſinners in Zion be afraid, and fearful- 
neſs ſurpriſe the hypocrites.” The eye of Jeſus diſ- 
cerns your infincerity under every ſpecious diſguiſe, 
which you may aſſume, And in what light do you 
appear before him? Does he regard you as © a brother, 
a ſiſter, and a mother?“ No: he deteſts the baſeneſs 
of your character; and he will avenge the inſults you 
put upon him. O caſt off the maſk of an unſound 
profeſſion ; confeſs your iniquity ; ſue to him for pardon, 
while he waits to be gracious. and implore the influ- 
ence of his Spirit, © to the end he may eſtabliſh your 
hearts unblamable in holineſs !” 


3 JESUS 
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SOT,” 17. 


Feſus repaired to the ſea-fhore, and inſtrufted the multitude 
by the parables of the ſower — the tares—the growth of 
corn—the grain of muſtard-ſeed—the leaven in meal— 

the treaſure bid in a field —the pearl of great price and 
the net gathering different kinds of fiſhes. 


Tux life, at leaſt the public life, of Jeſus was very 
ſhort, but, being employed in almoſt conſtant exer- 
tions for the glory of God and the benefit of men, it 
was crowded with important events. If we poſſeſſed 
a larger meaſure of his activity and zeal, much might 
be done in the contracted period of our exiſtence upon 
earth; for our uſefulneſs depends not on length of days, 
but on their diligent improvement. 

The friends of Jeſus were, perhaps, apprehenſive 
that he would impair his ſtrength by inceſſant labours ; 
and therefore they endeavoured to draw him away 
from the multitude, that he might have ſome intermiſ- 
ſion. Probably, he yielded to their importunity, and 
retired: but © the ſame day” he appeared again in 
public, concerned for the people, who came from all 
parts to hear his heavenly doctrines. It cannot be 
wrong to pay a prudent regard to our health ; for reli- 

gion 
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gion requires not any efforts, to which our bedily 
frame is unequal. But, from an attention to ourſelves, 
et us not plead for indolence, or neglect thoſe oppor- 
tunities of doing good, which are, evidently, within our 
power. May it pleaſe God to © ſhed abroad his love 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt,” that his work may 
ever be our delight! Then ſhall we lament, that our 
uſefulneſs is ſo confined, and that our beſt exertions bear 
no proportion to the extent of our deſires. 

No ſooner did Jeſus quit the houſe, to which he had 
withdrawn, than immenſe numbers ſurrounded him, as 
before . Being ſituated near the ſea, for the better 
convenience of delivering his inſtructions, he entered 
into a ſhip, from which he addreſſed the people, who 
ſtood upon the ſhore in a ſerious and reſpectful man- 
ner to hear him. He ſpake to them by parables, that 
is, by certain likeneſſes or repreſentations, taken from 
the ordinary occurrences of life, in which, while a com- 
mon hiſtory ſeems to be related, ſome ſpiritual infor- 
mation is meant to be conveyed. This method of 
teaching was frequent among the ancients; and it is 
happily calculated to ſtrike the mind, and leave a laſt- 
ing impreſſion upon the memory. He propoſed to the 
conſideration of the audience, then aſſembled before 
him, various ſimilitudes of this kind, all of them tend- 
ing to ſhew the nature of his kingdom upon earth, the 
character of its true members, its gradual AY 
and invaluable bleſſings. 

The parable of the ſower ſtands firſt in order, Here 
an attentive and diligent huſbandman is exhibited, in 


Mat. xiii, 1—23, Mark iv. 1=25, Luke viii, 4—18. 
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the cultivation of an extenſive field. Deſirous of pro- 
curing a large increaſe, he took care that good feed 
ſhould be ſown upon every part of it: but, as it con- 


ſiſted of different ſorts of ſoil, the effect was very dif- 


ferent. In one place, where the ground was hard as a 


beaten path, the ſeed could not enter, and, as it lay 
expoſed, was either deſtroyed by the feet of paſſengers, 


or devoured by the birds. Another place afforded a 
promiſing appearance for a ſhort time : the ground was 
rocky, being covered only with a thin coat of earth; 
and this for a while gave nouriſhment to the grain, 
which was caſt upon it; but, having no depth, it could 
not defend the root from the ſcorching ſun ; and there- 
fore the whole of the produce ſoon withered away. A 
third ſituation proved unfavourable to the good ſeed; 
for the thorns, which grew there, checked the efforts 
of the riſing corn, and effectually prevented it from 
coming to maturity. Was, therefore, all the labour 
vain? No: there was one portion of the field which 
anſwered the expectations of the owner: it brought 
forth a plentiful increaſe, though in various degrees, 
which gradually ripened till the time of harveſt, and 


was then gathered into the barn. 


At the concluſion of this little narration, Jeſus re- 


quired his audience to fix their attention upon it, as 


involving truths of the greateſt importance. He pro- 
claimed aloud, He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear; which intimated, that ſome would underſtand 
and regard the inſtruction, whilſt it would be totally 


loſt upon others. 
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But wherefore did he uſe ſuch a ſtudied obſcurity in 
his preaching ? His very diſciples ſeemed unable to ac- 
count for it, and therefore afterwards put the queſtion 
in private, © Why ſpeakeſt thou unto them in para- 
bles ?” and beſought him to explain his deſign. This 
gave him occaſion to vindicate that peculiar manner of 
teaching. A parable will readily be comprehended by 
_ thoſe, who are ſeriouſly diſpoſed and deſirous of uſeful 
information; but to others it may appear to have no 
meaning, or none of any conſequence, This, he ob- 
ſerved, was intended in juſt judgment againſt thoſe, 
who had deſpiſed his plaineſt declarations. He replied 
to his diſciples, to the following effect: © The myſte- 
rics of the kingdom, which remain a ſecret to them, 
are in rich mercy revealed unto you, my beloved 
friends. And this method is agreeable to the righte- 
ous proceedings of God, who in general diſpenſes his 
favours to men, according to their temper and im- 
provement. Thoſe, therefore, who have refuſed to be 
convinced on the ſtrongeſt evidence, and have con- 
temptuouſly rejected all the offers of my grace, ſhall 
be given up to a judicial blindneſs and obduracy; ſo 
that, how long ſoever they may be ſpared under means 
and ordinances, they never will be brougat to a true 
and ſpiritual underſtanding of the Goſpel. How great, 
then, is your bleſſedneſs, who have obtained a divine 
illumination, whereby you perceive the doctrines, which 
I deliver, and feel their powerful influence upon your 
minds! You are diſtinguiſhed above the moſt eminent 


ſaints of old, who ſaw but through a glaſs darkly, and 
| 1 looked 
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looked forwards, with ardent defires, en the n 
and privileges, which you now enjoy.“ 

Such was the purport of our Lord's intereſting ad- 
dreſs to his diſciples: and a ſolemn warning it conveys 
to us. We muſt render an account to God for the 
religious opportunities, with which we are favoured. 
He hath ſent to us the Goſpel of his Son, and He will 
ſhortly inquire, What reception we have given it. 
Are there not many among us, who will not even ex- 
amine it with ſeriouſneſs, but, like the Phariſees, diſ- 
dainfully put away the truth from them? No wonder 
then, that to you, who are of this character, the doc- 
trines of Jeſus appear obſcure or inconſiſtent. O be 
afraid, Jeſt, while you ſhut. your eyes and ſtop your 

cars, God determine in his wrath, that they never ſhall 

be opened! The day of grace may be expired, with 
reſpect to ſome, even while they are ſuffered to remain 
upon earth. O liſten to thoſe, who beſeech you, © that 
ye receive not the grace of God in vain |! 1.— ce Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 
ſalvation“!“ 

This very caution is inculcated in the parable before 
us. Thar we may enter more fully into the ſubject, 
let us advert to our Lord's explanation. Jeſus is “ the 

Sower, who by himſelf and his miniſters ſcatters 
abroad the good ſeed of his word. But alas! the moſt 
excellent inſtruction does not always produce the de- 
fired effects: through various cauſes men are prevented 
from receiving that real advantage, which it is calcu- 
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lated to promote. Theſe cauſes exiſt in the men man 
ſelves. 

Some are hard and impenetrable as the em on 
which they tread; fitly compared, therefore, to * the 
way-ſide.” They give no ſerious attention to the mo- 
mentous truths, which they hear, nor take any pains to_ 
underſtand them. Upon theſe, then, no good impreſ- 
ſion is made: the word preached to them is ſoon for- 
gotten and loſt : they do not even reſiſt the attempts of 
Satan, who is hovering around, like a bird of prey, 
and who, to fruſtrate the deſign of the Goſpel, will art- 
fully contrive to divert their minds from it, by propoſ- 
ing ſubjects more pleaſing to their carnal nature. 

But others are affected with the declarations of the 
Goſpel. So far the ſeed is admitted, as their paſſions 
are moved by the things, which are ſpoken to them. 
They liſten with avidity, form the beſt reſolutions, and 
diſcover an ardent zeal for religion. But alas! like 
the rocky ground, they have no depth: and therefore 
their convictions - are haſty and ſuperficial, not being 
able to penetrate their hearts. Their profeſſions may 
be warm, and excite notice and admiration ; but the 
trying ſeaſon is at hand, in which all their fine appear- 
ances will wither away. Troubles, like the ſcorching 
ſun, will prove, that their principles have not taken 
firm root within, as theſe have not influence enough to 
ſupport them. | 

A third ſort may alſo promiſe fair, and ſary a 
ſhew of piety for a length of time. The blade ſprings 
up, and endures the various changes of the weather. 
Yet it does not thrive; for thorns ſurround and choke 
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it. Ah! how many conſtantly attend upon the miniſtry 
ol the Goſpel, in whom no ſaving effect is produced! 


The cares, riches, and pleaſures of life ſo engroſs their 


minds, that no proper heed can be given to the truth, 


which is heard; and, of conſequence, it is loſt upon 
them; for, with a heart ſo much attached to ſecular 
concerns, they cannot poſſeſs any ſpiritual life or vigour, 
They may maintain their place in the viſible Church; 
but, when we look for the fruits of righteouſneſs, we 
are diſappointed ; and their religion is vain. 

The labour, however, of the huſbandman is not in 
every inſtance unprofitable. There are thoſe, who re- 


ſemble the good ground, who are prepared by divine 


grace for a due reception of the heavenly word. Their 
ſupreme regard is fixed upon it ; they perceive its im- 
portant meaning, and cheriſh it in their hearts, till its 


grand deſign is anſwered. © They walk worthy of 


che Lord unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increaſing in the knowledge of God *.” 
A difference, indeed, in their excellence and uſefulneſs 
is obſervable ; but all bring forth fruit to maturity, and 


| ſome in an eminent degree. Their ſincerity is proved 


by their perſeverance in holineſs. They endure every 
trial; they ſtand both the winter's cold, and the ſum- 


mer's heat, and . go on unto perfection.“ 


Can we avoid making the application ? If we are fa- 


voured with the preaching of © the everlaſting Goſpel,” 


and conſtantly attend upon it, let us inquire, What is 
the effect produced? Do we ſeriouſly meditate on what 
we hear? Is any deep and laſting impreſſion fixed upon 


* Col. i. 10. 
| our 
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our minds? Are any ſpiritual principles implanted, and 
habits formed? Is our religion ſuch, as will carry us 
through temptations and perſecutions? Is it ſuch, as 
renders us ſuperior to the ſolicitations of the fleſh, and 
the allurements of the world ? Do none of theſe things 
take up that time and thought, which ſhould be de- 
voted to the care of the ſoul? And are we not, conſe- 
quently, in a lean and barren ſtate, notwithſtanding the 
faithful adminiſtration of the ſacred ordinances around 
us? If thoſe only receive real advantage from the Goſ- 
pel, who are ſo affected by it, as to bring forth the 
ſubſtantial fruits of holineſs, do we come under that de- 
ſcription? Or what is the profit, which has accrued 
from our profeſſion ? 

The Saviour ſubjoined a moſt ſolemn caution, re- 
minding his diſciples, that divine light was communi- 
cated to them for the benefit of others, and that they 
ſhould make a good improvement of the inſtructions 
delivered, by recommending the ſame important truths 
to the world around them. And ought not we, alfo, 
to conſider, for what intent our religious privileges are 
beſtowed upon us? Do we ſhine, in our reſpective 
places, as © lights of the world,” deſirous to impart 
knowledge to them, who are in darkneſs? Ir ſhould be 
remembered, that, if our diſtinguiſhed favours are not 
turned to ſome uſeful account, we may not only be 
ſoon deprived of them, but ſhall be n condemn- 
ed for the neglect. | 

On the ſame occaſion, it ſhould ſeem, our Lord as | 
livered the parable of the tares . Here again a com- 


* Matt. xiii. 24—30. 36—43. 
| mon 
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300 - SCRIPTURE llersäs 
mon ſtory is related, for the purpoſe of communicating 
ſpiritual information. A field was ſown with good ſeed, 
which, from its favourable growth, promiſed a plentiful 
increaſe, But, through the malicious interference of 
one, who was an enemy to the owner of the land, and 
through the negligence of the ſervants, to whom it 
was committed, tares were ſcattered among the wheat. 
The injury was not diſcovered, till the fruit of the corn 


appeared; and then it was propoſed to root up the 


noxious weeds, which obſtructed the ripening of the 
crop. The maſter, however, rejected that ſcheme, as 


being attended with ſome danger, and allowed the tares 


to remain, commanding only, that in the time of har- 
veſt they ſhould be carefully ſeparated, and conſumed 
by fire, while the good grain ſhould be collected and 
ſecured in the ſtorehouſe. | 

What inſtruction, then, does this narrative convey ? 


The diſciples did not at firſt perceive it, and therefore 
afterwards, when Jeſus retired, they requeſted him to 


explain it. In condeſcenſion to their inquiries, he 
gave a clear and minute interpretation ; from which 


we learn, that the parable exhibits the preſent ſtate of 


his kingdom or the viſible Church, as it conſiſts of a 
mixed company, hypocritical pretenders as well as real 
believers. Theſe may not always be diſtinguiſhable 


from each other, and for wiſe purpoſes may be ſuffered 


to continue. in the ſame religious community. The 
latter only are © the children of the kingdom, entitled 
to its bleſſings; and they poſſeſs their high privileges 
merely by the grace cf Jeſus; for He it is, who ſows 


the good ſeed in his field. The former are © the chil- 


dren 
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dren of the wicked one,” being induced by his influ- 
ence to put on the ſemblance of piety ; whilſt they ſtill 
bear his likeneſs, cheerfully comply with his tempta- 
tions, and do his work. In the raſhneſs of our zeal, 
we might ſometimes wiſh a greater ſeparation to be 
made, than the preſent ſyſtem of things will admit: we 
might wiſh that the ſaints of God were no longer 
« yexed with the filthy converſation of the wicked.” 
But we muſt wait for that event till the end of the 
world, the great harveſt: and then, how accurate will 
be the diſtinction of characters, how wide the differ- 
ence between them ! The reapers, who are the Angels 
of God, cannot err in the awful diviſion, which they 
ſhall make, or appoint any individual to an improper 
place. Every tare ſhall be burned with fire: every 
grain of wheat ſhall be ſafely lodged in the heavenly 
earner. How tremendous the deſtruction of the un- 
godly in that © furnace of fire, where ſhall he wailing 
and gnaſhing of teeth! How excellent the glory, into, 
which the righteous ſhall enter, where they © ſhall ſhine 
forth as the ſun, in the kingdom of their Father!“ 
May God excite in us © great ſearchings of heart!“ 
What is our preſent character? What our future pro- 
ſpet? We are fixed in the outward Church of Chriſt; 
but we are not therefore ſecure of an admiſſion into his 
bliſsful preſence above. Poſſibly, we / may wear the 
garb of ſanity ; and others may not ſuſpect any inſin- 
ccrity in us. But unleſs we are renewed in righteouſ- 
nefs, and © have our fruit unto holineſs,” our hope is 
preſumptuous, and our © expectations ſhall periſh.” 
Nor let the impenitent flatter themſelves, that they ſhall 
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eſcape 33 in the midſt of ſo immenſe a multi- 
tude. Sinners, be aſſured, that the eye of God per- 
fectly diſcerns you now, and that his hand will find you 
out hereafter. Whatever fair appearances you may 
aſſume, or whatever plauſible excuſes you may frame, 
His righteous judgment ſhall be executed: Theſe 
ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment ; but the 
righteous into life eternal“. 


Our Lord alſo delivered, probably to the ſame audi= 


ence, various other ſimilitudes, all of them inſtructive 


and important +. 


He referred them to the gradual increaſe of corn 
by the inexplicable principle of vegetation, as a repre- 
ſentation of the progreſs of his ſpiritual kingdom. The 


ſeed is caſt into the ground, and, without any further 


care of the huſbandman, it riſes inſenſibly, and advances 
by degrees to a ſtate of maturity, when, being fully 
ripe, it is cut down and gathered into the barn. 
The interpretation is obvious. 'The work of God, 
both in the Church as a community, and in the heart 
of each individual believer, is carried on impercep- 


tibly, like the growth of corn, in a way which depends 


not on human management, and which we cannot ex- 
plain. The ſeed may appear to periſh in the earth, or 
the blade to ſpring up in a very ſlow manner, while the 
myſterious proceſs goes forward without interruptions 
Let us not deſpond, though we ſee not the moſt fa- 
vourable appearances at once; nor let us be impatient, 
though we perceive not, after a*length of time, the per- 


* Matt. xxv. 46. 
+ Matt, xii. 3135. 44—53- Mark iv. 26—34. 
fection 
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ſection of grace either in ourſelves or others. Let us 
pray, that the Goſpel may ſpread its influence from one 
kingdom to another, and that we ourſelves may © go 
from ſtrength to ſtrength.” We wait for the harveſt: 
may we all be ripening for it; that, when the great 
Reaper“ putteth in the ſickle” (as he will at the hour 
of death, with reſpect to every ſeparate perſon), we 
may be received into his celeltial garner! | 
The ſame inſtruction is conveyed in the parable 
of the grain of muſtard-feed. This, though one of 


the leaſt of ſeeds, it is obſerved, produced in eaſtern . 


countries a tree ſo large, that the birds might build 
their neſts in its branches. The aſtoniſhing increaſe 
exhibits the mighty power of God in his providence; 
and equally illuſtrious is the diſplay of his grace, in 
cauſing his Goſpel to ſpread and flouriſh, from the 
ſmalleſt and moſt contemptible appearances, till it ſhall 

fill the earth, and afford a refuge in the Church for 
men of all ranks and characters, and for all the nations 
of the world, The progreſs in our day may ſeem in- 
conſiderable; but we look forwards, with cheerful 
hopes, to thoſe glorious times, when the branches of 
this tree ſhall be ſo enlarged, as to reach the moſt diſ- 
tant lands : for © the kingdoms of this world ſhall be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chriſt “.“ 
The caſe is ſimilar, with reſpect to the eſtabliſhment 
of divine grace in the heart of every Chriſtian. This 
holy principle may ſeem, in its beginning, to poſſeſs 
little influence, and promiſe no great improvement. 

Pur the plant is under the peculiar care of Heaven, 


* Rev. xi. 15. 
and, 
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and, being watered from above, it ſhall thrive and 
proſper. It ſhall gradually extend its ſhoots, till it 
occupy every part of the foul, in which it has been 
fixed. | 

Our Lord confirmed and illuſtrated this truth, by 
the parable of the leaven, which he deſcribed as put 
into a large quantity of meal. This, being inconſider- 
able in its bulk, may lie concealed for a time, as if it 
had no effect; but its operation, though ſecret, is pow- 
erful; and, as its fermentation ſpreads by degrees, it 
will diffuſe itſelf through the whole maſs. Juſt fo, 
the Goſpel, which was of little account in the world 
at firſt, is in a progreſſive ſtate, and, we truſt, will in- 
creaſe more and more, till it reduce all nations to © the 
obedience of faith.” © A little one ſhall become a 
thouſand, and a ſmall one a ſtrong nation. The Lord 
will haſten it in his time *.” Nor is the caſe at all dif- 
ferent, wherever the ſacred influence of God's Spirit is 
put into the heart. For a ſeaſon it may not excite no- 
tice: much weakneſs may ſeem to attend its firſt ef- 
forts ;. ſo that the change produced may not ſhew itſelf 
in every part, or in any remarkable manner. But the 
operation, which is accompanied with a mighty energy, 
will be effectual in the end. It will be felt in every 
faculty and member, and gain a complete aſcendancy 
over the whole man. Such is the uſual advancement 
of religion in the ſoul. 


Is this what we are acquainted with, in our own par- 


ticular ſtate? We would encourage any favourable ap- 
pearances, any feeble attempts to ſerve God © in ſpi- 


"2 * Iſe. lc, 22. 


Tic 


#4 


it 
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nt and in truth.” * For who hath deſpiſed the day 
of ſmall things ?? Vet we are taught to expect a gra- 
dual progreſs; and therefore we inquire, Are we grow- 
ing in grace? Do we increaſe in ſpiritual light and vi- 
gour, and become more and more confirmed in holy 
principles and habits? Doubtleſs, we ſhould feel an ar- 


dent deſire, that the Goſpel may extend its influence 
rom houſe to houſe, and from town to town, in every 


nation, till it reach the remoteſt corners of the earth. 
But let us not forget ouRSAUtʒvEs, nor ceaſe to liſt up 
our prayer, that, profeſſing the truth of God, we may 
feel more of the efficacy of our own principles, and be 
gradually transformed into the divine likeneſs * from 
glory to glory.“ May the ſanctifying energy of our 
religion diffuſe itſelf throughout all our faculties, and 
bring our affections, words, and actions, into ſubjection 
under the government of Chriſt! I 

Thus Jeſus continued to deſcribe the nature of his 
kingdom by figurative illuſtrations. This method of 
teaching, indeed, has ſomething of obſcurity in it; 
and that obſcurity was intended: for many of his audĩ- 
ence could not bear a more clear and avowed declara- 
tion, ſo that he might have hazarded his life, by ſpeak- 
ing more explicitly. Beſides, in this very way of deli- 
vering his inſtructions by parables, he accommodated 
himſelf to an ancient {cripture, which 1s therefore fad 
to be fulfilled in him. 

Other ſimilitudes were added, which were calcu- 
lated to give direction and encouragement to his diſ- 
ciples. The Goſpel may fitly be compared to an im- 


* Zech. iv. 10. 
Vol. III. X: h menſe 
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menſe treaſure; it is an inexhauſtible mine of fpiritual 


riches, This may be repreſented as © hid in a field :” 
the valuable ſubſtance, not being expoſed on the ſur- 
face, may eſcape the notice of careleſs obſervers, and 
cannot be explored without much pains. Men of car- 
nal diſpoſitions are not aware, how many and precious 
bleflings are compriſed in that falvation, which they 
neglect and deſpiſe. But thoſe who perceive its tran- 
ſcendent worth, will © rejoice as one that findeth great 
ſpoil *,“ and gladly relinquiſh every other poſſeſſion, 
if neceſſary, that they may ſecure it for their own. 
Who, then, among us are deſirous to purchaſe this 
field, which contains ſuch inexpreſſible wealth? Alas! 
do you not betray your ignorance of © the kingdom of 
heaven,” who eſtimate the Goſpel at a low rate? It 
would not paſs with you for a trifle, as it now does, if 
you were acquainted with its hidden treaſure. You 
would not ſcruple to part with any thing for Chriſt's 
fake, if you properly underſtood the value of his grace. 
You pour contempt upon him, if you do not prefer 
him to the belt enjoyments of the world, or if you he- 
ſitate to ſacrifice them all, when they ſtand in compe- 
tition with him. 3 

This, alſo, we learn from the parable of the pearl of 
great price, A merchant, in ſearch of rich commo- 


dities, having diſcovered a pearl of peculiar excellency, 


abandoned every other purſuit, ind relinquiſhed all his 
gains, that he might purchaſe. that one jewel. Such 
is the man, who obtains a true knowledge of the Sa- 


viour, and becomes a member of his kingdom, It 


may 
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may be, he has long been in queſt of happineſs, and 


each favourite object appeared to him, for a time, as a 
beautiful gem: but he found continual diſappointment, 
till he heard of Jeſus, and beheld ſomething of his glo- 
ry, when every thing elle loſt its former charms, and 
ſeemed trifling and worthleſs, in compariſon. Then 
he began to deſire, moſt ardently, the grace of Jeſus, 
and fixed all his attention upon that one point, being 
willing to ſuſtain any loſs, and renounce every advan- 
tage, for the acquiſition of that high prize. Have 
you, then, any proper conceptions of the value of 
Chriſt, who ſhrink from his ſervice, becauſe it requires 
fo many painful ſacrifices? Do you apprehend, that 
you ſhall pay too dear for his benefits? No, Sirs: this is 
the pearl of ſo great price, that there can be nothing 
in the whole world equivalent to it. Give up intereſt, 
pleaſures, reputation, friends, and relatives, father, mo- 
ther, brothers, ſiſters, wife, and children; yet, if Jeſus 
be your's, we will congratulate you on your immenſe 
gain. Whatever you loſe, you receive © unſearchable 
and durable riches” in Him; and therefore you may 
adopt the Apoſtle's exultation, . As having nothing, 


and yet poſſeſſing all things *.” 


Bur let no man deceive himſelf. It will not ſuffice 
to © name the name of Chriſt,” where there is no cor- 
dial attachment to him. And are there not many 


| profeſſors of the Goſpel, who by their formality, 


worldlineſs, or ſenſuality, diſgrace” the cauſe? Theſe 
weaken the hands, and diſtreſs the hearts, of faithful 
miniſters. Yet let us not be. ſtaggered, ſince our 


* 2 Cor, vi. 10. 
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Lord has taught us to expect it by the bee ſimi- 
litude. 


— 1 


He ſubjoined another parable, taken from the prac- 
tice of fiſhermen. They caſt their net into the ſea, 
which collects various kinds of fiſhes; nor can any 
ſeparation of them be made, till they are brought to 
the ſhore ; but then the uſeful are preſerved, and the 
worthleſs rejected. So mixed is the preſent ſtate of 
the Church, and ſuch will be the final diviſion of its 
members. Thoſe, who preach the Goſpel, go forth, 
as it were upon the wide ocean of the world, to throw 
the net, deſirous of incloſing in it all they can. 
Many may accordingly be taken, who may not be 
approved upon an exact ſcrutiny. And ſuch a ſcru- 
tiny will be inſtituted at the end of the world. Who 
can abide the ſtrict examination? The Angels will 
part the different characters aſunder, however cloſe 
their connection may now be. They, who poſſeſs 
only the form of godlineſs, ſhall then be for ever 
excluded from the ſociety of the ſaints, among whom 
they were numbered here; and their portion ſhall be 
aſſigned them in * the furnace of fire,” where-they 
ſhall for ever © wail” their {in and folly, and“ gnaſh 
their teeth” through the {> of rage, anguiſh, 
and deſpair, : 

So ſolemn and a were the adreſſes of Je- 
ſus. And if his ſervants in the Goſpel endeavour to 
ſpeak, as he did, they muſt remind their hearers of the 
important diſtinction, which ſubſiſts between them, 
and chus, by faithful admonitions, © take forth the pre- 
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cious from the vile *.” Their work is difficult, and 
often painful. How neceſſary is it for them to be well 
acquainted with the religion, which they teach! Let 
them attend, then, to the queſtion, which Jeſus propoſed 
to his diſciples: * Have ye underſtood all theſe things?” 
Let them conſider, too, what improvement ſhould be 


made. The Scribes, who are © inſtructed unto the king- 


dom of heaven,” or properly qualified to declare its 
myſteries, reſemble the houſholder, who has a large fa- 
mily to provide for, . They ſhould therefore treaſure up 
every uſeful obſervation, that they may always be able 
to communicate ſomething from their ſtock, for the 


ſervice of the family. While they are concerned for 


their own ſupport, they muſt employ their fund, what- 
ever it may be, for the benefit of thoſe committed to 
them, © giving them their portion of meat in due ſea- 
ſon.” | 

Let prayer be offered to God without ceaſing, both 
for them who preach, and them who hear, the Goſ- 
pel; that the former may diſpenſe the word with all 
fidelity, and the latter receive it with meekneſs. Let 
us thankfully accept the ſalutary proviſions, which the 
great Lord of the houſhold has here ſet before us, and 
feed upon them to our ſpiritual nouriſhment. May we 
be led to try our own characters, and be alarmed or 
comforted, as our caſe may render moſt expedient! 
May God in mercy prevent us from being deceived to 
our eternal ruin: and * if in any thing we be otherwiſe, 
minded,” than we ought to be, may he © reveal even 
this unto us!” Amen, | 


ler. xv. 19. 
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JESUS CHRIST. 


SECT. 18. 


Jus replied 16 ſome who prfeſed a regard to bim—ap- 
peafed a ſtorm on the ſea—cured two poſſeſſed perſons — 


rejected by the Gadarenes— returned 10 Galilee—bealed ' 


à woman of her bloody flux—re/tored Fairus's daughter 
#0 life—gave fight to two blind men— expelled a demon 
—preached again at Nazareth, and in various other 


Plates. 


ce Look ING unto Jeſus” is not only the bounden 
duty, but the high privilege, of the real Chriſtian; and 
therefore it will be his daily and delightful employment, 
Let us not be weary of contemplating our divine ex- 
emplar. Much we have yet to learn, ſince we have 
hitherto ſeen but little, in compariſon, of his excellency. 
As we attend him through the exerciſe of his public 
miniſtry, we ſhall obſerve him in almoſt every place 
confirming his heavenly doctrines by inconteſtable mi- 
racles, and affording the ſtrongeſt evidence, that he was 
indeed © the Chriſt, the Saviour of the world.” 

In the evening of the very ſame day, on which he 
had been teaching the people by parables, he propoſed 
to his diſciples to paſs over the ſea, or the lake of 


Genneſareth, 


r 


2 


"1 
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Genneſareth *. As they prepared to take ſhip, a cer- 
tain perſon, and, it ſnould ſeem, a man of ſome note, 
being a Scribe, came to Jeſus profeſſing a high regard 
for him, and a fixed determination to continue with 
him, as one of his ſtated followers. The appearance 
was pleaſing and hopeful: ſo that we might have haſ- 
tily concluded him to be a real convert. But Jeſus, 
who *“ knew what was in man,” diſcovered an inſin- 
cerity of heart under this fair diſguiſe. The Scribe 
probably expected ſome very lucrative or honourable 
poſt; as it was generally thought, that the Meſſiah 
would eſtabliſh a temporal dominion. Jeſus, however, 
warned him that- no- worldly emoluments were to be 
looked for from the ſervice of ſo poor and deſpiſed a 
Mafter. © The foxes,” ſaid he, © have holes, and the 
birds of the air have neſts; but the Son of man hath 
not where to lay his head.” 

How aſtoniſhing the declaration ! ! How low and ca- 
lachiboild the ſituation, to which * the Lord from hea- 
ven” ſubmitted! Here, then, we perceive © the grace 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that, though he was rich, yet 
for our ſakes he became poor, that we through his 
poverty might be rich f.“ And what could his fol- 
lowers expect, but to be ſharers of his affliction, and 
therefore to be deſtitute of all preſent comforts and 
conveniences ? © The diſciple is not above his maſter, 
nor the ſervant above his lord.” Such an intimation 


was enough to ſtagger the reſolution of a man, who 


* Matt, viii. 18—27. Mark iv. 35, &c. Luke viii. 2225, 
ix. 57, Ke. + 2 Cor, vii. 9. 


X 4 ſought 


3" 
be —— . * 
— 2 2 th 2 2 


= py 8 4 * . - F 
ve x abr bet I 6.25 


— 


r — _ 
— Eh — r —— 2 


4 IO Es 


5 


x — R.. — _ n : \ \ \ = 
— 5 — - : 5 „ — 2 : er > -2 
* be £ ” . . —_— — 2 —— wy —- by 3 2 — r . a + > = * om 8 : 
2 — 5 2 - a ih ** ee 3 5 2 4 4 - L - 2 2 1 N —= Mi — — 2 T N + _ 
5 l - 4 + $* =" oe - OS] 2 — - © >. 2 EL = _— . N- 5 „ 2 "BY — — N ke I =, - my rf > Ty _ = » — 
- _ l r 2 — * "Spot a e — 2 — wh IV p — 1 ——- £& ? * pa 2 \ —_ 
: Kd, - g 8 * Amps c : L "ae CESS A v3 - : — * e 1 — —— 2 — — - = 
* * + * o — = — — 1 0 2 r SY © 5 P bo, I *. 4 i= * 8 * — _ = * * n - 7 Y 
py TI > 1 0 — 6 u 2 * — i 1 — — =* * 2 7 Al 9 2 ; F Y a —— | _ — > — 8 5 oo = = - 
8 8 2 5 * r 1 22 3 * 1 * > - A i "4 * * as ma Ws,” 8 8 - 0 4 — = et” 4 * A — 5 - _ 
- » << 8 n 1 8 5 7 * =o * ; * of - : 5 — 4 N a 4 i, a 4 : ty : - ff * 
— þ + a ah. 2 x „ 4 y . bs 3 Pans 5 b 5 2 2 * — * . " 
x 8 4 Py „ 2 Z — a — * 2.2 5 LE EEE - * E E bn 7 * \ P = 
? — 8 8 pM E K — —— 4 
* —Y 7 w : 2 — £ 


3M N 
+ 


2 — 7 
FF. 
2 ä * 
. —＋ 


1 


i 


I 
— 2 


«| 
tt 
* 
. 
A 
+ 
1. 
q 
4 
N 
WF | 
3 5 
+ 
I 
, 
7 
ö Z 


—_—_ I 


Us 
44 
9 
} 


a 4., 
* Gt 7 if Ion 
# 


4 *1 
Fi 
N 
1741 
4 
. 
N. 
35 
5 U 
[ 


312 SCRIPTURE, CHARACTERS. 


ſought only ſecular advantages; and it is hte, th 
he inſtantly withdrew. 1 

In another we perceive a far es regard to Tok 
than was due to his high character, and in one too; who 
ſeems to have been a profeſſed diſciple for ſome time. 
When our Lord called him to a ſtated attendance, and 
a renunciation of all other employments, the man was 
diſpoſed to procraſtinate, and therefore, with a view, to 
excuſe himſelf for a ſeaſon, deſired permiſſion, to per- 
form the funeral ſolemnities of his father. The requeſt 
appeared reaſonable :. for religion does not forbid, but 
rather 2 all due reſpect to be ſhewn to friends. and 
relations, But Jefus, knowing it to be a mere pre- 
tence, or at leaſt a mark of ſome reluctancy to engage 
in the work of God, which might have been augment- 
ed by an interview Vith his former connections, de- 
manded an immediate compliance with the call. He 
replied, © Let the dead bury their dead, but go thou, 
and preach the kingdom of God.” As if he had ſaid, 


ee Sooner let any office be negle&ted, than that of the 
ſacred miniſtry, to which thou art appointed. Leave 


it, therefore, to thoſe, who being dead to God are unfit 


for his ſervice, to bury their deceaſed kindred : but ge 


lay not thou, through any carnal regards, to enter upon 
and proſecute thy imꝑortant function.“ | 


An example of like ſort occurred, on another « oc- 


caſion. A third perſon profeſſed a reſolution to he- 
come a follower of Jeſus. And what prevented him? 
He had certain affairs to ſettle, or friends to take leave 


of, it not to conſult. This might ſeem to us expe- 
dient and proper. But there was a ſecret unſoundneſs, 


90 | * a wrong 
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a wrong attachment to worldly connections, a waver- 
ing mind, a deſire to regain the things which had; been 
renounced, as in the caſe of Lot's wife. Our Lord, 
therefore, detecting his hypocriſy, replied, * No man, 
having put his hand to the plough and NIE deen, 
is fit for the kingdom of God.“ 

Do not ſimilar inſtances. preſent themfclren, oper 
our own obſervation ! ? Do not many © halt between 
two opinions? Or © turn to the Lord, not with their 
whole heart, but feignedly ?” Their ſupreme affections 
are fixed upon ſecular objects ; and therefore, though 
with fair and plauſible words they declare their appro- 
bation of Chriſtianity, they will comply with its deen 
no farther, than their convenience will admit. ih: 

Various excuſes are urged. It is ſaid, We have 
too much buſineſs of another kind, to give that atten- 
tion to religion, which 1s. required.” Or, Our con- 
nections are unfavourable to our wiſhes, and: we cannot 
detach ourſelves from them.” But will theſe pretexts 
bear a ſerious examination? Or will any deliberately 
maintain, that the care of the foul and the ſervice of 


Chriſt may be ſafely, neglected, till every worldly: ob- 


ſtruction be removed! 2 If you are-unwilling to contend 
with difficulties, the Saviour will diſown you and des 
you as avowed oppoſers. Me ot me Hof 

« But we intend, 1 a time, to be his aaublel dif. 


| ciples, | When this or the other ſcheme is accompliſh- 


ed, we are reſolyed to trifle no longer, but to obey his 
injunctions with the utmoſt ardour and without re- 
ſerve.” Ah! Sirs, will he admit of ſuch an anſwer to 
the ſolemn call of his Goſpel? ? He requires your ſub- 
6 miſſion 
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miſſion now; and for you to talk of yielding a compli- 
8 ance only on a future day, is to declare that you prefer 
4 the world to him. You do in fact, therefore, reject 
him, while you plead for a delay. He knows the 
ground of your excyſes; and remember, he deteſts the 
double mind, whatever ſpecious diſguiſes it may aſſume. 
When Jeſus had taken ſhip, - and launched out into 
the deep, a ſevere ſtorm aroſe, and the diſciples were 
diſtreſſed by the apprehenſion of immediate deftruc- 
tion: for the veſſel ſeemed on the very point of ſinking, 
But where was their beloved Maſter ? Wearied out 
with the labours of the preceding day, he had fallen 
aſleep. What? could he be ignorant or regardleſs of 
the danger of his faithful attendants? No: but he de- 
ſigned to try the ſtrength of their confidence in him, 
and to ſhew their ſecurity under his protection. They 
awoke him, and cried in terror and anguiſh, © Lord, | 
fave us, we periſh,” How ſtrange, how inconfiſtent | 
was this! Will not the weakeſt believer allow, that it 
was impoſſible to periſh, with Jeſus in the ſhip? But 
imminent perils will ſometimes render even advanced 
Chriſtians ſtrangely forgetful of their own principles, 
and prove them defective in faith, as indeed they are in 
every grace. The fears, perplexities, aud deſpondency, 
which ſome of them diſcover in ſuch ſituations, ſuffi- 
ciently evince it. 
Jeſus reproved them ſharply for their unbelief; and 
then, to encourage their unreferved reliance upon him 
in every future difficulty, and to demonſtrate that all 
nature was at his command, he aroſe with a peculiar 
majeſty, and ſpake the authoritative word :- the furious 
winds 
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winds inſtantly ceaſed to blow, and the turbulent ſea was 


calm. Such a grand diſplay of his divine power aſto- 
niſhed them: © the men marvelled. They ought; 
indeed, to have recollected, that he was the God of the 
whole creation ; and this very miracle might have led 
them to that concluſion, © O Lord God of hoſts, who 
is a ſtrong Lord, like unto thee ? Thou ruleſt the rag- - 
ing of the ſea: when the waves thereof ariſe, thou 
ſtilleſt them“. But ſo much darkneſs yet remained 
in their minds, that they had no clear or conſiſtent 


views of © the great myſtery of godlineſs,” and per- 


haps ſome of them might then conſider him as no more 
than a human being. | SAY 
The diſtreſſed ſituation of the diſciples is an apt em- 
blem of the Church, and of many private Chriſtians, in 
perilous circumſtances. It is one principal part of the 
Redeemer's plan to exerciſe and prove our faith; and 
therefore he conducts us through various trials. He 
affords us his gracious preſence, and, while we paſs 
over the tempeſtuous ſea of life, we ought to be ſatiſ- 
ted, that he is in the veſſel with us. If we are his 
people, we mult be ſecure; becauſe our ſafety is in him. 
Let us not preſumpruouſly impeach his wiſdom, faith- 


fulneſs, or love, when he ſuffers the ſevereſt ſtorm to 


ariſe, though he ſhould even then ſeem regardleſs of 
our danger. Our buſy fears may ſuggeſt, that we ſhall 
ſurely be loſt, and we may be almoſt overwhelmed with 
perplexity and deſpair. His deſign is, that we ſhould 
ſhew an entire and cheerful dependence upon him; but 
we ſoon betray our unbelief, and treat him, as the diſ- 


* Pſal. Ixxxix. 8, 9. * 
cip 
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ciples did. If, then, we can truſt him no longer, than 
while the calm continues, © where is our faith? Or, 
ce why are we ſo fearful?” Let us be aſhamed of our 
doubtful and ſuſpicious temper; and, adoring the power 
and grace of this mighty God and Saviour, let us learn, 
with unſhaken confidence, to repoſe ourſelves and our 
concerns in his hands. 

The ſtorm being appeaſed, dy arrived in ſafety at 
the country of the Gadarenes, oppoſite to Galilee: and 
immediately an occaſion was offered for the exhibition 
of his divine character, which excited general atten- 

tion . There met him two perſons poſſeſſed with 
devils, in a ſtate of the utmoſt diſtraction and fury, 
driven out from ſociety, and incapable of being go- 
verned or reſtrained 7. Many circumſtances in this 
caſe are not to be accounted for, on any other ſuppoſi- 
tion than that of a real demomacal influence. We here 
perceive, indeed, an awful repreſentation of the wretch- 
edneſs, in which we ſhould be involved, if ſubjected to 
the malice of infernal ſpirits. A conſidetable number 
(for their name was Legion) had entered into theſe un- 
happy men, and reduced them to the moſt miſerable 
condition. When our Lord beheld the pitiable objects, 
he commanded the demons to quit their hold. This 
they were unwilling to do; and yet they were con- 


ſtrained to acknowledge the ſuperior power of Jeſus, as 


« the Son of the moſt high God,” and were terrified 
at his pe as — e their der Bein 


* Mat, viii. 28, &c. ix. 1. Mark 41. Toke viii. 3 

+ As St. Mark and St. Luke mention only one perſon, it ſhould 
ſeem that one was mare fierce, and therefore more an object of 
notice than the other. 


perfectly 
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perfectly aware of that extremity of torment, which will 
ſhortly be executed upon them by Chriſt himſelf, they 
requeſted that their final puniſhment might not be in- 
flicted before the time. They entreated him, alſs; 
not to diſmiſs them entirely from that country, 
and, probably with a miſchievous. and deſtructive in- 
tention, deſired permiſſion to enter into a numerous 
herd of fwine in the neighbourhood. Permiſſion, ac- 
cordingly, was granted, not to gratify but confound 


- their-malice ; and immediately the whole herd, to the 


amount of two thouſand, ruſned into the as with vio- 
lence, and periſhed in the waters. | 

This was a remarkable tranſaction. It has been 
treated with impious ridicule ; but it ought to be ob- 
ſerved, as a ſufficient anſwer to ohjections, that, by this 
very occurrence, Jeſus has demonſtrated the reality of 
poſſcſſions, the malevolence of infernal ſpirits, and their 
entire ſubjection to him: for they owned his dominion, 
when they ſolicited his leave to execute their purpoſe. 
He diſplayed, likewiſe, his boundleſs mercy in & de- 
ſtroying the works of the devil.” At the ſame time, 
thoſe, who had kept the ſwine, were juſtly puniſhed by 
the loſs of them, for their avarice and profaneneſs, as 
their employment and traffic were illegal. Let us love 
and praiſe our gracious Redeemer, who has come to 
deliver us from ſo miſerable a bondage, as that of the 
powers of darkneſs. Let us entreat his exertions in our 
own behalf, and cry to him, * Lord, give us not 
over to their malice, but, by thy mighty aid, extricate 
us out of their hands, and bring us into the glorious 
liberty of thy dear children !” 
| The 
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The report of this event cauſed a general conſterna· 
tion among the inhabitants. They flocked in great 


multitudes to ſee the Perſon, who had wrought fo ſtu · 
pendous a miracle; and, as if ftruck with a ſenſe of 


their guilt, and afraid of his preſence, leſt he ſhould 
bring ſome deſerved judgments upon them, they una - 
nimouſly requeſted him to © depart out of their coaſts.” 
Little did they underſtand what they aſked. Shall fin- 
ners petition, that the Lord of life and glory would 
leave them to themſelves? How dreadful muſt be the 
conſequence-? Better be deſtitute of all, both friends 
and ſubſtance, than be deſerted by the Saviour. Yet 
fuch is the folly and ſtupidity of men ; they are unwil- 
ling to abandon their ſenſual pleaſures and worldly ad- 
vantages, or to be diſturbed in their old practices, how- 
ever unjuſtifiable; and, therefore, they put from them 
the miniſters and the Goſpel of Chriſt, madly ſuppoſing 
they ſhall be happier without them. They fay unto 
God, © Depart from us; for we deſire not the know- 
ledge of thy ways *.” ; 

How different is the diſpoſition of thoſe, who have 
a true ſpiritual difceroment! They deſire nothing ſo 
much as the preſence of Chriſt, and communion with 
him. Their language is, When wilt thou come unto 
me? O make thine- abode with me, and let me remain 
under thy ſhadow!” The perſons, who had been deli- 
vered from Satan's influence, were inſtantly reſtored to 
reaſon and comfort; and they were obſerved to be 
« ſitting at the feet of Jeſus,” impreſſed, no doubt, 
with unſpeakable admiratioa and gratitude, for the 


* Job xxi. 14. 
grace 


tio 
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grace beſtowed upon them. They wiſhed to accom- 
pany him upon his departure, and ſolicited his permiſ- 
ſion, © that they might be with him.” But he in- 
rended them to be the inſtruments of uſefulneſs among 
the people, who were ſo deeply immerſed in ignorance 
and fin. Though he himſelf deſerted the country, he 
determined to leave theſe his choſen witneſſes there, 
and therefore ſent them to publiſh throughout their 
neighbourhood, © what great things the Lord had done 
for them.“ 

We alſo, conſidering aki alone, may aid to 
be conſtantly ſitting at the feet of Jeſus, under the in- 
ſtructions of his mouth, and the light of his counte- 
nance. But for the preſent, he has aſſigned us other 
work, to which we muſt attend. We muſt bear our 
teſtimony for him, in the midſt of a dark world, 
« holding farth the word of life,” if not by public 
preaching, yet by our private converſation, and ſhew 
in our reſpective places, © what great things he has 
done for us.” Where are thoſe, then, who have ſuch 
an evidence to give? What have you received at his 
hands? He yet diſtributes his gifts, and works deliver- 
ance for men. Have you experienced his power to 
ſave? Are you the monuments of his grace? Fhen 
commend him to others, and declare to your huſband, 
wife, parents, or children, what he can accompliſh for 
them. 

Upon his croſſing the lake again, 1 returning to 
Galilee, multitudes awaited his arrival, and welcomed 
him with the livelieſt joy. How different the recep- 
tion, which he met with in diffetent places ! Immedi- 
ce ately 
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ately various applications for relief were made to him, 
which afforded Ge evidence of his . and com- 
2 . . 

It has hag a e that few Naben of 
rank paid any regard to Jeſus; but diſtreſs will ſome- 
times conſtrain thoſe, who would otherwiſe be moſt re- 


luctant, to come to him. Jairus, a ruler of the ſyna- 


gogue, and therefore of ſome eminence, under the ap- 
prehenſion of loſing his only daughter, about twelve 
years of age, who appeared in a dying ſtate, repreſented 
her caſe to Jeſus, and, with expreſſions of profound 


veneration for his character, moſt earneſtly entreated 


his gracious interpoſition. Our Lord acceded to his 
requeſt, and followed him without delay, accompanied 
by immenſe crowds, who were deſirous to witneſs the 
event. $5 


A circumſtance occurred by the way, which de- 


ſerves our notice. A poor diſeaſed woman, who had 
ſuffered exceedingly by a bloody flux for twelve years, 

and had ſpent her whole ſubſtance upon phyſicians 
without obtaining relief, heard of the extraordinary 
works of Jeſus, and felt a ſtrong perſuaſion in her 


mind, that he had power to heal her. Yet afraid, or. 


aſhamed, to deſcribe her ſituation, ſhe came behind 


him, and touched the border of his garment, in a be- 
lieving expectation of a cure. The cure was inſtantly, 
performed; and ſuch was the change produced within 


her, as to convince her of its reality. This was entirely 


concealed from the obſervation of the people; but Je- 
ſus, who was privy to the whole, determined to uſe the 


* Mat. ix. 18—34. Mark v. 22, &. Luke viii. 41, &c. 
woman's 
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woman's teſtimony, and to acquaint them with it. At 
firſt, through the tremor of her ſpirits, and an appre- 
henſion of being reproved for preſumption, ſhe was 
unwilling to appear ; but finding it in vain to hide her- 
ſelf, ſhe came forward, and, with many tears, declared 
the miracle in public. Thus he was pleaſed to mani- 
feſt his own ſupernatural influence, and her humble de- 
pendence ; and for the encouragement, not of her alone, 
but of others, he ſaid, © Daughter, be of good com- 
fort, thy faith hath made thee whole: go in peace.” 
Here was an inſtance of much weakneſs, mixed with 
real belief; and hereby we are taught, that Jeſus has 
compaſſion on our infirmities, and deſpiſes not © the 
day of ſmall things.” Come unto him, you, who have 
many fears. Come, however: hopeleſs your caſe may 
ſeem. Like this poor woman, you may have ſought | 
relief in vain, for a long ſeaſon : or rather, like her, you 
may grow worſe and worſe. The reaſon is, your ap- 
plication has hitherto been to “ phyſicians of no value.” 
But, turning from all others to Jeſus Chriſt, reach 
forth your hand, though it be with much trembling, 
and deſire in faith * to touch him;“ and immediately 
« virtue will go out of him,“ for the perfecting of your 
recovery. SEAL 
Before the ruler of the ſynagogue had reached his 
own habitation, a freſh trial aroſe, enough to ſhake his 


confidence. A meſſenger informed him, that his daugh- 


ter was actually dead, and therefore that it was needleſs 
for Jeſus to proceed any further. Still however the 
Saviour, who attended him, encouraged him to believe, 
and expect her reſtoration, They came at length, to 
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322 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 
the houſe, where great lamentations were made for the 


beloved child; and ſo unqueſtionable were the marks 


of her diſſolution, that the intimation of her revival was 


derided. But Jeſus, to whom © belong the iſſues from 
death,” with a peculiar diſplay of majeſty, called her 
forth again to life and vigour. The event, ſo confeſſ- 
edly miraculous, filled all thoſe, who had obſerved it, 


with unſpeakable aſtoniſhment ; but to avoid oſtenta- 


tion, or for reaſons of * he * them not 


to divulge i it. 
The little narrative conveys much inſtruction to us. 


We perceive, how uncertain are all human comforts, 
and are taught to look for painful trials, in our families, 


as well as in our own perſons. In ſuch circumſtances, 
may we imitate the conduct of Jairus, and apply to 


Jeſus for relief! Vet, while we are waiting for his help, 


it is poſſible, that, for the further exerciſe of our faith, 


increaſing troubles may come upon us. Then, in an 
eſpecial manner, we are required to believe; nor is any 
deliverance too great to be expected from that Jeſus, 
« who quickeneth the dead.” 

As he departed thence, two blind men followed him 
with the moſt importunate cries for relicf : © Thou Son 


of David, have mercy on us.” Nor was their petition 


vain. They were -inſtantly reſtored to ſight; and, 


though charged with ſecreſy, they publiſhed abroad, 


probably from emotions of the warmeſt gratitude, the 


kindneſs of their Benefactor. 


Immediately afterward, a dumb perſon under a de- 


moniacal poſſeſſion was brought to him, and received 


a perfect cure at his hands. Well might the people, 
overwhelmed 


ied 
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overwhelmed with aſtoniſnment, confeſs, * It was 
never ſo ſeen in Iſrael. What, then, prevented him 
from being univerſally acknowledged in his proper 
character, as the promiſed Redeemer ? The Phariſees 
exerted their influence againſt him, and, though they 
diſputed not the facts, blaſphemouſly aſcribed them to 
the agency of Satan. Their malicious cavils had been 
fully refuted before, and yet they continued to urge the 
ſame abſurd charges. Juſt ſo, in the preſent day, the 
weak and profane objections of infidels, which have 
been repeatedly anſwered, are produced afreſh, and 
with as much petulance and acrimony as ever. But 
ſhall not we conclude, from the ſtupendous miracles of 
Jeſus, that he is * mighty to ſave?” And, fince his 
power and grace have ſuffered no diminution, may we 
not encourage the children of affliction, in all their va- 
rions diſtreſſes, to commend their | cafes to him, and 
expect ſeaſonable and effectual relief? | 

After the above-mentioned occurrences, Jeſus re- 
turned to Nazareth, the place of his education“. The 
inhabitants of this city had baſely rejected him already, 
and even attempted to deſtroy him; yet he did not for- 
ſake them, but again delivered his ſolemn inſtructions 
in their ſynagogue on the ſabbath day. Many of them 
felt a powerful impreſſion from his preaching, They 
were aſtoniſhed at his words: but no good effect en- 
ſued; for they took offence. Various objections were 
raiſed, chiefly from his mean extraction, the poverty 
of his relations, and the low trade, to which he was 
brought up. They looked for a Meſſiah of high ori- 


Matt. Xili. 54, &c. ix. 35, &c. Mark vi. — 
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ginal, inveſted with worldly honour, pomp, and domi- 
nion ; and they determined never to receive the man 
in that exalted character, whom they knew to be deſti- 
tute of all ſuch attractive diſtinctions. 

Oppoſition of a ſimilar nature is made among our- 
ſelves. The grand doctrines of the Goſpel are often 
treated with ſcorn, becauſe they are not acceptable to 
ic wiſe men after the fleſh, the mighty, or the noble:” 
and the truth of Chriſt is denied, without examination, 
becauſe ſome of its advocates poſſeſs no eminence of 
rank or abilities, Prejudices of this kind, though ex- 
tremely abſurd, frequently operate moſt effectually, and 
prove deſtructive. O beware! while you are giving 
way to captious diſputation, Jeſus may withdraw. He 
left Nazareth, and, probably, never more returned, 
He wrought ſome miracles among them, and they had 
credible information of what he performed in other 
places: but * he did not many mighty works there; 
nay, Hs COULD or, becauſe of their unbelief,” How 
fatal the conſequences of their obſtinate infidelity ! It 
{topped the hand of Jeſus, and expelled him from their 
city. He expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at their perverſe- 
neſs; but he ceaſed to argue with them. O fear their 
condemnation, if your minds are ill- affected towards 
bim! While you are raiſing this or the other objection, 
he may take his Goſpel from you, and ſend it to ano- 
ther people. 

Not diſcouraged with the perſecution at Nazareth, 
he turned his attention to different towns. He declined 
not the moſt arduous exertions, but continued to la- 

bour from one city and village to another, declaring 
the 
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the good tidings of ſalvation, and performing unparal- 
leled acts of mercy. Every where he was followed by 
immenſe multitudes, on whom he looked with the moſt 
compaſſionate regard. * They fainted,” probably with 
bodily fatigue : but their ſpiritual ſtate eſpecially, which 
was moſt deplorable, excited his tendereſt pity. © They 
were ſcattered abroad, as ſheep having no ſhepherd.” 
Their pretended guides were ſuch, as knew not how 
to direct them, and cared not for their ſafety, There- 
fore they wandered in the paths of ignorance and fin, 
which would infallibly lead them to deſtruction. Alas! 
what could be done for them? They diſcovered an 
earneſt deſire to be inſtructed in the word of life ; bur- 
there were few to teach it. He exhorted his diſciples, 
then, to offer up fervent prayer, that God would © give 
them paſtors according to his own heart.” Their ſe- 
rious attendance upon his miniſtry, in ſuch large num- 
bers, was like the promiſing appearances of the fields, 
which denoted a plentiful harveſt ; but labourers were 
wanted to reap and gather in the valuable produce. 


= 7 And to whom ſhould application be made, bur to the 
3 great Proprietor, who muſt be concerned for the event? 
ir Petitions, therefore, ſhould be addreſſed to him, to ſup- 
ds ply the deficiency, that, by a ſuitable proviſioh of dili- 
n, gent and faithful men, the rich fruit may be ſecured for 
o- himſelf, and precious ſouls no longer « deſtroyed for 
lack of knowledge.” 
th, Such a tender regard for the ſpiritual and everlaſting 
ed | happineſs of the human race was a diſtinguiſhing fea- 
la- ture in the character of Jeſus. This, and this alone, is 
ng true benevolence. Where are thoſe, who feel the ſame 


the | 1 generous 
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generous principle, the ſame ardent deſire to promote 
the ſalvation of ſinners? You, then, will rejoice to ſee 
the multitudes of poor, ignorant perſons, who flock to 
hear the Goſpel preached with plainneſs and fidelity. 
Yet you will lament, that ſo few, even of thoſe whoſe 
office demands it of them, labour with aſſiduity to fave 
immortal creatures from deſtruction. Much of the 


harvelt ſeems likely to be loſt, for want of proper aſ- 


ſiſtance to collect it. O what fervent prayer ſhould 
you preſent to God on this account! Pray, that He 
himſelf would ſend forth his ſervants, endued with all 
ſuitable abilities to do his work. He muſt ordain them 
to their high function; and He alone can aſſiſt and 
proſper them, Thouſands, alas! among us, are “ ſcat- 


tered abroad, as ſheep having no ſhepherd.” If ſuch 


be your wretched caſe, be thankful that there are any, 
who are © moved with compaſſion on you,” and who 
te watch for your fouls.” They deſire to recover you 
| from your wandering ſtate, to bring you back to the 
fold of Chriſt, and to lead you into his * green paſ- 
tures,” where are ſafety and refreſhment. Be willing 
to follow their directions; and, whatever difficulties 
they may ſuffer from other quarters, let them meet with 
no oppoſition from you, ſince it is your falvation for 
which they labour inceſſantly. You have been © as 
ſheep going aſtray 3? Of return unto the 1 
and Biſhop of 18 ſouls “!“ 


* 1 Pet. 11. 25. 
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Jeſus ſent forth bis twelve Apoſtles, with miraculous pow- 
ers, and gave them a ſolemn charge, for their direction 
and encouragement. 


Ox principal purpoſe of our Lord's miniſtry was to 
- propagate divine truth, and, in particular, to declare 
and explain the appointed way of acceſs unto God. 
But, as his public life was ſo ſhort, and his labours met 
with ſo many obſtructions, it became expedient to ſe- 
le& ſome faithful men, furniſhed with proper inſtruc- 
tions, to aſſiſt him in the work. He had already ſepa- 
rated twelve perſons out of his conſtant attendants, 
who were to obſerve his directions, and to be employed 
as chief officers in his Church. He had gradually 
prepared and fitted them for the apoſtolic function: 
but hitherto they had acted only under his immediate 
notice; and now, for the firſt time, he proceeded to 
ſend them out upon a circuit by themſelves “. | 
« No man taketh this honour unto himſelf, but he 
that is called of God f.“ The choſen witneſſes of 


Matt. x. 1, &c. xi. 1. Mark vi. 7—13. Luke ix. 1-6. 
+ Heb. v. 4. 
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Jeſus did not obtrude themſelves upon him, but waited | 
his ſummons. He, the great Lord of the harveſt, ap- 
points his labourers to their reſpective poſts. When 
he had aſſembled them together, in order to deliver 
their ſacred commiſſion to them, he endowed them 
with miraculous powers, by which, as unqueſtionable 
credentials, they might recommend their doctrine, and 
demonſtrate its truth, They were enabled, with a 
word, to caſt out devils, and to cure the moſt invete- 
rate diſeaſes, | 

We offer no remarks, in this place, on the names, 
characters, and connections of the Apoſtles, obſerv- 
ing only in general, that we need not inquire any 
other reaſon for their ſelection, than the ſovereign will 
and pleaſure of the Lord himſelf. « Ye have not cho- 
ſen me,” ſaid he, © but I have choſen you“. And 
therefore to the moſt eminent of them the queſtion 
might be put, Who maketh thee to differ from ano- 
ther? and what haſt thou, that thou didſt not re- 
ceive F ?”? 

Before their departure, like a tender father concerned 
for the welfare of his children, whom he is ſending out 
into the world, foreſeeing difficulties, ſnares, and dan- 
gers, he inſtructed, he warned, he encouraged them, 
with much ſolemnity and affection. He directed 
them to go in pairs, © by two and two,” that they 
might afford mutual ſupport and comfort to each other, 
At firſt, their commiſſion was ſubject to certain limi- 
tations. They were to addreſs themſelves only to the 
houſe of Iſrael; nor were they empowered to offer ſal- 


* John xv. 16. 1 Cor. iv. 7. 
vation 


tion 
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vation to any other people, till his final ſeparation from 
them. This was a pecuhar honour and favour be- 
ſtowed upon the Jews: but alas! how little were they 
ſenſible of the privilege ! « They knew not the time of 
their viſitation. Do you aſk the reaſon of this mark- 
ed diſtinction, or accuſe the Saviour of partiality in the 
diſtribution of his bleſſings ? He is not accountable to 
you for any of his matters. He has an indubitable 
right to do what He will with his-own ; and therefore 
to ſend, or to withhold, his Goſpel, as He pleaſeth. _ 

But what was the grand object of the embaſſy of 


the Apoſtles? Hear the purport of their inſtructions; 


« As heralds, proclaim, with a loud voice, and with 
all the zeal and courage, which ſuch a cauſe demands, 
that God is now viliting his people in mercy, and 
about to ſet up the promiled kingdom of the Redeemer: ' 
In atteſtation of your ſacred commiſſion, and of the 
truth of your doctrine, to prove alſo that your miniſtry 
is deſigned to anſwer the moſt gracious and benevo- 
lent purpoſes, exert the miraculous powers now in- 
truſted to you, as. opportunity ſhall be given, for the 
relief of the diſtreſſed, and not for your own private 

emolument, which you muſt cheerfully renounce.” 
From this part of the charge, how excellent does 
the religion of Jeſus appear! It brings the moſt re- 
viving intelligence, as it © proclaims the acceptable 
year of the Lord.” It propoſes bleſſings the moſt 
valuable, repreſented by thoſe ſupernatural cures which 
the Apoſtles wrought and diſpenſed freely, © without 
money and without price,“ where no recompenſe can 
be expected. Shall we not rejoice, that © the king · 
* | dom 
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dom of heaven” is come unto us? Or ſhall we heſi- 


tate to receive the gracious declarations: of theſe pri- 
mitive heralds, who exhibited inconteſtable evidence, 
that they were no other than ambaſſadors from God? 
We are affured, that in crediting their meſſage we 
« follow not cunningly deviſed fables,” while we per- 
ceive, that © God bore them witneſs both with ſigns 
and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, according to his own will *.” We are 
thankful, that their commiſſion, at firſt ſo circumſcribed, 
was afterwards enlarged, and that they were com- 
manded to © go into all the world, and preach the 
Goſpel to every creature F.” Otherwiſe, how would 
the bleſſing have been extended to us? But praiſed be 
God, He hath ſent his word to the Gentiles, and 
ce granted to them alſo repentance unto life Þ.” 
Imagine the twelve ſtanding round their Lord, to re- 
ceive the law at his mouth, while he proceeds in his ad- 
dreſs, and gives them directions for their conduct. As 
they were totally unfurniſhed for their intended expedi- 
tion, and without any viſible means of ſubſiſtence, it is 
probable, that anxious thoughts might ariſe in their 
minds, about obtaining the neceſſary ſupplies. But thus 
the Saviour inſtructed them; © Of that kind of provi- 
ſion, which men generally make for a journey, you will 
have no need, Nay, you are forbidden to take ſuch 


things with you, as perhaps you might procure, and 


prudence might ſeem to require. You are to expect 
your conſtant ſupport from that God, in whoſe cauſe 
you go forth. Upon Him,” therefore, © caſt all 


® Heb, ii. 4, + Mark xvi, 15. 2 Ads xi. 18. 
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your care, for he careth for you;” nor doubt that his 
providence will ſuſtain you, though it ſhould be in an 
extraordinary way. Some will be diſpoſed to ſhew 
you kindneſs; and you ſhould not ſcruple to accept 
your proper maintenance at hows hands way thoſe, for 
whom you labour.” 

« Upon your firſt entrance into a town, inquire for 
ſuch perſons, as are of the beſt character. With them 


abide, if they are willing to receive you; nor leave 


them in fickleneſs or diſguſt, whatever your accom- 
modations may be; for you ought not to be ſolicitous 


about matters ſo trifling, as mere convenience. When 


you are admitted into their houſes, pay them all due 
courteſy and reſpect; and, as the miniſters of peace, 
expreſs your-good wiſhes for their peace and comfort. 
The benediction, which you ſolemnly pronounce, ſhall 
reſt upon thoſe families, which are well- affected to my 
Goſpel ; but it will not profit ſuch, as continue in un- 
belief. Your prayers, however, though ineffectual for 
others, will not be loſt ; for they ſhall bring down the 
bleffing of God upon your own heads. A tremendous 
wo awaits thoſe, who obſtinately reject you; and, while 
you depart from them,. you may intimate their awful 
ſtate, by ſhaking off the duſt of your feet, and thus re- 
preſenting the very place as utterly defiled and devoted 
to deſtruction. In the grand, the deciſive day of judg- 
ment, thoſe, who have refuſed to obey the word of my 
grace, ſhall periſh with more aggravated ruin, than 
even Sodom and Gomorrah, under the vengeance of 
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In this addreſs we diſcover ſome diſcriminating marks 
of the faithful preachers of the Goſpel in every age, 


May God raiſe up among ourſelves men of this de- 


ſcription, to teſtify © the truth, as it is in Jeſus!” It 


becomes them not to be anxious for their own tempo- 


ral ſupport, much leſs to covet worldly dignities or 
ſenſual indulgences. While they carry with them a 
meſſage of peace and love, they ſhould prove, by the 
kindneſs of their deportment, that they wiſh to promote 
the happinefs of all. Yet, in perfect conſiſtence with 
this meekneſs, they ſhould poſſeſs ſuch courage and 
fidelity, as ** to declare all the counſel of God,” and 
ſolemnly to warn contemptuous ſinners of impending 
deſtruction. Is the duty of miniſters allowed? But do 
you, to whom they come, conſider alſo, what you owe 
to them and their doctrine? Do you honour their of- 
fice? Do you ſeriouſly regard their exhortations ? Poſe 
fibly, a bold and unreſerved declaration of the truth 
may excite your diſguſt, and draw forth the hidden cor- 
ruptions of your hearts: at leaſt, it will evince your real 


diſpoſitions. O beware! Thoſe, who long for your 


ſalvation, muſt admoniſh you, that you do not, by a 
ſcornful rejection of them, bring upon yourſelves cer- 
tain and aggravated. condemnation. Though they do 
not rank themſelves with the Apoſtles, yet the Goſpel, 
which they preach, has loſt nothing of its importance 
or obligation by the courſe of time ; and the God of 
heaven is as much concerned now, as ever, to vindi- 
cate its honour. Moſt affuredly, therefore, though 


« the men of Sodom were ſinners before the Lord ex- 


ceedingly, 
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ceedingly “,“ yet, if you refuſe or © negle& ſo great 
ſalvation,” your guilt is more heinous than their's, and 
your everlaſting miſery will be far more inſupportable. 

The Apoſtles had nothing but violent oppoſition to 
expect, from the wickedneſs of the world, or, rather, 
from the corruption of human nature. Their gracious 
Maſter, therefore, prepared them for it, ſuggeſting, at 
the ſame time, various conſiderations to encourage their 
hopes, and invigorate their zeal. He proceeded, in a 
moſt affecting manner, to the following purpoſe : 

« Though you are going forth at my command, in 
my name, and under my protection, you will not be 
exempt from enemies. You are to be meek and in- 
_ offenſive; but you will be ſurrounded by thoſe, who, 
being of furious diſpoſitions, may endeavour to haraſs 
and deyour you. It may be right to uſe every pre- 
caution, which prudence may diate, for your own 
preſervation ; but beware of © rendering evil for evil, 
and learn, rather, to“ ſuffer long and be kind.” 

Knowing the general depravity of men, truſt not 
yourſelves in their hands, but be prepared to meet with 
bitter perſecution from them, for your attachment to 
me. With a ſhew of juſtice, they will bring you to 
trial in their courts, and condemn you to the moſt 
painful tortures, as the worſt of criminals. In this 
manner, you may have occaſion to ſtand before the 
great men of the earth, and you will embrace the op- 
portunity, to bear witneſs of me and of my ſalvation, 
which otherwiſe they might not hear of. Such an at- 
teſtation will be an honour to you, and may prove the 
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means of ſpiritual benefit to them. Are you diſcou- 
raged by an apprehenſion, that you ſhall not be able to 
ſpeak, as you ought, in your own juſtification, before 
ſuch auditors? You ſhall be inſpired with wiſdom from 


above; and it ſhall be immediately ſuggeſted by the 


Holy Ghoſt, what you ſhould advance 1n TOY 
of yourſelves and the Goſpel.” 

“ Nor ſhall your enemies be thoſe only, 3 re- 
gard you have no peculiar claim to, but even your 
neareſt relatives in lite will riſe up with furious and 
murderous rage againft you. Brethren, parents, and 


children, will break through the ties of natural affection, 


while they are oppoſing, and endeavouring; to deftroyy 
each other from a hatred of the truth. Such a bitter- 
neſs of perſecution you will meet with in every place, 
on account of your cordial regard to me, that you will 
be held up as the objects of univerſal deteſtation. But 
maintain your integrity and your firmneſs in the faith, 
without wavering; and whatever you may ſuffer by the 
way, the end will bring a glorious. recompenſe.“ 
Reſiſtance may drive you from one city, but im- 
mediately carry your meſſage to another. Enough re- 
mains to be done, nor will you complete your progrets 
through the various parts of Judea, till IJ appear, in 
awful wen to vindicate my cauſe againſt its 1 
ponents.” |, 

Are you ſurpriſed or Ae at bt ing * out 
to ſuch painful trials? Remember, what I, your Lord 
and Maſter, have to endure, and what vile reproaches 
are caſt upon my name: and be content, that your 
treatment in the world ſhould reſemble mine. Let not 
6 your 
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your adverſaries terrify or diſcourage-you; for the day 
is at hand, when their malignity and your integrity 
ſhall be clearly exhibited, and all theſe: dark diſpenſa- 
tions unfolded to your view. In the mean time, keep 
back nothing through fear or reſerve; but faithfully 
and publicly proclaim aloud whatever I have revealed 
to you in-ſecret- Let them condemn you to the ſe- 
vereſt tortures : you know the utmoſt that their mali- 


cious rage can inflict. They may deſtroy the life f | 


the body; but the ſoul, which is the nobler part, is 
removed far beyond their reach; ſo that, though the 
unanimated fleſh be ſoon reduced to its original duſt, 
the immortal ſpirit will remain in perfect vigour. But, 
oh! dread the thought of coming under the indigna- 
tion of your Almighty Sovereign, whoſe power extends 
to another world, and who can render you completely ' 
miſerable, both in body and ſoul; and that throughout 
all eternity.“ 
ce Be not diſtreſſed by the nne of och ca- 

lamitous events, as may await you here. The God of 
heaven and earth, whoſe immediate charge you are, 
cannot forget or deſert you. He exerciſes an univerfal 
providence; ſo that he marks and determines the ſitua- 

tion of every creature, though ever ſo ſmall or worth- 

leſs, and diſpoſes all their circumſtances, as He pleaſes. 

You, therefore, who are in a peculiar manner the ob- 
jects of his care, and moſt valuable in his eſteem, may 

cheerfully confide in his protection. He knows and 
over-rules your minuteſt concerns, and on this ground 
you ſhould poſſeſs an unſhaken fortitude in his . 
vice.“ | 
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ee Are you, then, bold and faithful in your profeſſion 
and defence of my truth ? You ſhall be gloriouſly dif- 
tinguiſhed as my beloved friends, and receive a public 
approbation and a high recompenſe of reward, in the 
preſence of my heavenly Father. But thoſe, who, 
through ſhame, cowardice, or any worldly regards, 
ſhrink from that open declaration of attachment to me, 
and from thoſe exertions of duty, which my Goſpel 
requires, ſhall be diſowned and rejected with everlaſt- 
ing en for the baſeneſs and malignity of their 
conduct. 

«© You may have expected much outward proſperity 


and peace from the coming of the Meſſiah, and the 


eſtabliſhment of his kingdom ; but the real conſequence 


will be directly contrary. Though the tendency of 


my religion be moſt excellent, yet, through the cor- 
ruption of man oppoſing it, all manner of confuſion 


and violence will enſue. The fierceſt contentions be- 


tween the neareſt relatives will take place ; ſo that none, 


probably, will be ſo incenſed againſt my faithful ſer- 


vants, as thoſe, who may dwell in the fame family, and 
are connected with them by the cloſeſt bonds of friend 
ſhip and of kindred.“ 

te It is neceſſary, then, chat you ſhould be prepared 
for the moſt painful ſeparation. If there be any one, 
even parent or child, whoſe favour you prefer to mine, 


you can have no proper ſenſe of my worth or of my 


claims upon you; nor can you poſſeſs any part in my 


ſalvation. You muſt be willing to ſacrifice your eaſe, 
your reputation, and ſecular intereſts, for my ſake and 


the Goſpel's, and reſolutely ſubmit to all hardſhips and 
| indignities, 
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ue I, your Leader and Commander, - goghe- 
fore you, and therefore you ſhould not heſitate to fol 
lo mes through much tribulation. Perhaps, à violent 
death may cloſe your ſufferings here. Be it ſo. Thoſe, 
who apoſtatize from me may lengthen. out their exiſt- 
ence upon earth a few days longer ;- but they ſhall;be 
deſtroyed. for ever: while you, ho may ſhed your 
blood in my cauſe and ſervice, ſhall live and reignꝭ he- 
yond the reach of perſecutors, in everlaſting happineſs 
and glory. This is enough, ſurely, to fix your deter- 
mination, and inſpire you with Þ Orig AE 
and zel. 185 NT 
ee will fuſtain-an important 1 nor is it 
a matter of indifference, how you are treated in the 
world. I ſolemaly declare, that whatever kindneſs is 


r- ſhewn unto you, while you are acting in my name, it 
on ſhall be conſidered as a mark of unſeigned regard to 
e- me and my Father; for you go forth as our repreſen- 
ne, tatives and ambaſſadors. He, who ſhall cordially. re- 
er- ceive my prophets or miniſtets for the ſake of that Goſ- 
ind pel, which they preach, or even any faithful diſciples 
ad- in private life, from a pure, diſintereſted reſpect to their 
| character, ſhall be abundantly repaid for his pious libe- 
red rality towards them: he ſhall partake with them of that 
ne, bliſs and glory, to which they ſhall ſhortly be admitted: 
ine, « commend you, therefore, as My dear children, 
my to the notice of all Who are concerned. for my caule. 


If any one ſhall afford you the leaſt attention or g- 
freſhment by the way, adminiſtering only a cup of cold 
water ſor your relief, becauſe you belong to me and 
are employed | in . ſervice, I pledge myſelf to return 
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cht act of kindneſs in an ample manner, I will not 
Hrger, but publicly own, approve, and reward, the la- 
bours of love, which ſhall be wrought for my name's 
fake.” Wn 
Such 'was the purport of our Lord's moſt affecting 
addreſs to his twelve Apoſtles, when he ſent them forth 
to evangelize the land. Such tender and earneſt wiſhes 
did he expreſs for their encouragement, ſupport, and 
ſucces in their arduous work. Having received their 
Tornimiffion and the ſolemn charge, they proceeded, as 
they were directed, on the momentous expedition, 
They carried with them from place to place the gra- 
eious overtures of reconciliation with God through 
Jeſus Chriſt, and called upon all, without exception, to 
humble themſelves before him under a conviction of 
their guilt, and to turn from their evil ways with ſincere 
contrition and renovation of heart. Nor did Jeſus him» 
ſelf ceaſe from his own vigorous exertions. He con- 
tinued to bear part of the burden, and perſevered in 
kis progreſs, that he might diffuſe the W of 
ſalvation all around. 


While we contemplate the office ——— 


the Apoſtles, as here exhibited, we are furniſhed with 
ſtrong arguments for the authenticity and ſalutary ten- 
dency of the Goſpel. Such a plan could never be the 
-contrivarice of men: it muſt be © the power of God, 
and the wiſdom of God “. It is alſo fo replete with 
bleſſings, calculated to relieve our wretchedneſs, that 
we need not heſitate to pronounce it worthy of all 
| ag: +.” The ſubject will likewiſe lead us, 28 


1 Cor. i. 24. + 1 Tim. i. 15. 
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we have already intimated, to confider what manner of 
perſons they ought to be, in modern times, who ure 
ce the miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards of the myſteries 


of God.” The caſe of theſe primitive ambaſſadors 


was, in many reſpe&s, peculiar. But all thoſe, furely, 
to whom © the word of reconciliation is commirted,* 
ſhould poſſeſs the ſame views and diſpoſitions, which 
were required in them. 

We may carry the application farther, and remark, 
that the holy and heavenly tempers, here inculcated, 
are indiſpenſably neceſſary, not merely for thoſe who 
preach, but for thoſe who profeſs, the Goſpel. Though 
you be not invefted with a public office in the Church 
of Chriſt, yet, as called by his name, you ſhould be 
meek, gentle, and inoffenſive. You muſt be willing 
to bear the moſt ignominious and ſcornful treatment, 
for the ſake of your Lord and Maſter, You muft 
cheerfully ſubmit to the heavieſt calamities, in the way 
of duty, without diſtruſting the providence of God; 
and, in every poſſible fituation, avow your attachment 
to Chriſt, whatever painful conſequences you may ſuf- 
fer. You can never be at liberty to deny him, though 
your moſt beloved friends, or thoſe, on whom you de- 
pend for ſuſtenance, ſhould require you to do it. Let 
father and mother, wife and children be dear to you, 
as they ought to be; but let Jeſus be dearer than all. 
He claims, and he deſerves, your cordial and ſupreme 
regard. You do not, therefore, underſtand his excel 
lency, or your obligations to him, unleſs you prefer his 
favour and the advancement of his glory to every 


worldly poſſeſſion or enjoyments, yaleſs you can give 
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up your neareſt kindred, your reputation, emolument, 
eaſe, or life n for his e wrongs Wo: 


competition. * N M 1 
Where, phat: ſhall we find ſoch n os Ft 


uch zeal for his name? It is evident, that many are 


totally deſtitute of theſe holy principles. Are there 


not thoſe, who are enſlaved to ſenſual pleaſures, and 
determined, as far as poſſible, to gratify every inclina- 
tion of their hearts? And to what. purpoſe ſhould we 
inculcate upon Them the neceſſity of taking up the 
croſs, and following Jeſus? They would turn away their 
ears in contempt or indignation. Yet we muſt declare 
the offenſive truth, that c the luſt of the fleſb, the lt 
of the eyes, and the pride of life,” are as inconſiſtent 
with real Chriſtianity now, as they were in primitive 
times. © Whoſoever, therefore, will be a friend of the 
world, is the enemy of God ®.” 

Is it ſufficient to aſſume expreſſions of reſpedh,. 9 
with demure appearance, upon your bended knees, to 
pretend a high regard for the Saviour, while you are 
afraid to advance one ſtep farther in his ſervice, than 
may be agreeable to the general maxims and Cuſtoms 
of the place in which you live? Does he not account 
ſuch compliments an inſult, more odious to him, than 
an avowed  oppolition ? ? This temporizing ſpirit is as 


5 ſooliſh, as it is ſinful; it pleads prudence, but it tends 


to deſtruction. Tou may contrive to avoid petſecu- 


tion, and procure applauſe and preferment among men 
but what \ will theſe avail, if. Jeſus diſown,you ? _ What | 


Frame, confuſion, and hor ror will eee you, when 
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convicted, before the aſſembled univerſe, of being 
him with inſolent contempt! 

May we all, therefore, be perſuaded to follow him, 
wherever he ſhall lead, and to undergo all extremities 
in his ſervice ! Why ſuch a regard to preſent conveni- 
ences? Why ſuch fear of our fellow-creatures, and diſ- 
truſt of God? Do not theſe things argue much unbe- 
lief, and betray an earthly mind? Let us riſe above our 
little difficulties, - and confide in that God, who take$ 
care for the very ſparrows, and hath numbered the hairs 
of our heads. He will not be inattentive to our wants, 


even in this life, if we be faithful to him: and a glo- 


rious reward is laid up in heaven for thoſe, ha are 
willing to hazard every conſequence, from a zealous 
adherence to his cauſe. Relying on his promiſe, may 
we now ſurrender ourſelves, and our all to him I. The 
ſhall we ſtand with confidence and joy before him, af 
the great 5 of his enen Amen. , ach 
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i tbe ſynagogue at Caperraum——cavilled at by the 
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167. 20. 


. e e e eee Adee with them 


AA froe thouſand by à miracle retired from the mul - 
titna . walled on the ſea—ftilled the tempeſi—taught 


MW nad d;ſciples.. 


As we advance in the W efcerdifunccll 
Edfiterplate the wonderful acts of the Son of man, we 
Meet with additional proofs of his high dignity, and 
the perfection of his character. If we fix our atten» 
tive regard on this bright Luminary, ſuch beams of 
glory will break forth upon us, as will fill, and almoſt 
overpower, the ſoul with admiration of his excellency. 
When the Apoſtles returned from the circuit, on 
which they were ſent, they brought back to their Lord 
an account of their miniſtry, of the miracles they had 
performed, and the doctrines they had taught ®. Im- 


mediately he withdrew with them to a ſolitary place, 
that they might be relieved from their fatigue, and, pro- 
. bably, that they might retire for the purpoſes of devo- 


tion. This was the more neceſſary, as the vaſt crowds 


Matt. xiv. 13, lc. Mark vi. zo, Kc. Luke ix. 10, &c. 
John vi. 1, &c. 5 . | 
| of 


JBSUS CHRIST, | © 343 
of people allowed them no leiſure. It is expedient; for 
all, eſpecially for thoſe who are actively employed in 
the ſacred functions of religion, to ſecure ſome mo- 
ments to themſelves, by retreating from their public 
engagements, that both their minds and bodies may * 
recruited. 

To obtain the deſired privacy, he a 
of the ſea of Galilee ; and great multitudes, who had 
obſerved his departure, followed him with much eager» 
neſs, © becauſe they ſaw his miracles.” They were 
induced to attend him, many at leaſt, we fear, by no 
better motives than curioſity or aſtoniſhment, The 
compaſſionate Jeſus, however, upon coming to the 
ſhore, where they were ready to receive him, could nat 
look upon them without feeling the moſt tender con- 
cern for their ſtate, remarking, as he had done on 8 
former occaſion, that * they were as ſheep not have 
ing a ſhepherd,” On this account, foregoing his in- 
tended reſt, he began to renew his labaurs, and went 
up with them to a mountain, that he might be heard 
with convenience: there he opened the nature of his 
kingdom, and manifeſted his power, by. reſtoring 


N 
d health and vigour to them that were diſeaſed. | Bleſſed 
d Jeſus! we beſeech thee ſtill to look with pity * on the 
his ignorant, and on them that are out of the way.” How 
e, immenſe are their numbers, and how wretehed is their 
- condition 1 Stretch out thine arm to recover them 
- from the paths of error, and reveal thy glories to them. 
ds Inſtruct them in thy truth, and take them into thy fold, 
as the ſheep of thy paſture. | 
. lade dee ofthe an. te dips having no ck. 
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of proviſions, would have diſmiſſed the people. Bue 
Jeſus, unwilling to ſend them away without refreſh- 
ment, propoſed a diſtribution of the food, which was 
at hand. Accordingly, at his word preparations were 
made for the wondrous entertainment. They were 
all marſhalled in ranks, and ſeated in the open air 
upon the graſs. But whence ſhall a ſufficient quantity 
df meat be procured for ſo large a multitude ; as there 
were preſent five” thouſand men, beſides women and 
children? This was, indeed, a ſevere trial of the faith 


of his diſciples, who were able to produce no greatet 


ſtore than five loaves and two ſmall fiſhes. Theſe, 
however, were brought forth, and, in the hands of 
Jeſus, by an all-creating power, they were ſo multiplied, 
as to be more than enough to ſatisfy the whole com- 
pany. They did all eat; and were filled ;? and, when 
the fragments were collected, it was found that ſuch 
had been the miraculous increaſe, that the remainder 
far exceeded the original proviſions. 1 

What a grandeur do we perceive in this entertain- 


ment, ſurpaſſing that which attends the moſt ſumptu- 


ous tables of princes! What a fervour of devotion ap- 
peared in the great Maſter of the feaſt, while he looked 


up in prayer for- the divine bleſſing, and taught-the 


people to expect their food from Heaven! What an 
exalted majeſty, mixed with the kindeſt condeſcenſion, 
diſtinguiſhed his behaviour! Was not every one, then, 
ſtruck with admiration,” and diſpoſed to revere and 
love him? They concluded without heſitation, and 
they concluded rightly, This is of a truth that Pro» 
Pu that ſhould ace the world. 


8 
4 


Iss ennts r. 345 
Do we draw the ſame infchence? . 
and convincing reaſons, which ſhould lead us to it. 
When we compare the ancient predictions of the 
Meſſiah with the various parts of the life and charac- 
ter of Jeſus, we muſt allow their accompliſhment in 
him, and maintain that he is indeed the promiſed Sa- 
viour. Vet i it is poſſible, that the evidence may con- 
ſtrain us to aſſent to the fact, even while we refuſe to 
give to this Prophet that regard, which bis high office 
demands from us. Are \ we, then, with profound ver 
neration fitting at his feet, and looking to him for in⸗ 
ſtruction? Do we underſtand, or credit, the meſſige 
which he has brought from heaven ? "Are we not 
ſtrangely perverſe and infatuated,” if we acknowledge 
him to be the Teacher of Iſraeh the Chriſt of God; 


n R * 


and yet remain unconcerned about his doctrine? Either 
1 ſay at once, He is a baſe impoſtor, which few will dare 
r to aſſert; or elſe, bow with unfeigned ſubmiſfion” to 
: him, and pray, «< Shew me thy ways, O Lord, and 
- teach me thy paths. Make known to me the glorious 
- truths of thy falvation ; and fpeak effectuall to "my 
hs heart, for thy ſervant beate mar q1nogq 901 

d Or, allowing his facred' character, ate” we afraid to 


e follow him? The miracle, we have conſidered, is cal- 
n culated to fix and confirm our dependance upon him, 
Ny as able to provide for our ſupport, and exercifirg a 
n, tender care for our bodies as well as ſouls. If we are 
d ever ſo neceſſjtous, we perceive with what cafe he can 
ad multiply our ſtore. © In a thouſand ways, which we 
o- cannot foreſee, he can furniſn our tables with plenty. 

This very inſtruction was meant to be conveyed to us; 
Ja ace and 


our care upon him,” believing that he will © feed ug 


- notions, that he would ſet up a temporal dominion, 
were defirous immediately to inveſt him with regal 
| honours. But, ſo far from entertaining any ambl» 
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1 
ſor not remembering the extraordinary occurrence to 
better purpoſe, when they were apprehenſive of want · 
ing bread to eat. Let us learn, then, to “ caſt all 


with food convenient for us.” 
The aſtoniſhed multitude, concluding. him to be 
the Meſſiah, and expecting, agreeably to their carnal 


tious deſigns, or diſcovering any oſtentation, he took 
Pains to avoid public notice and applauſe. He now 
withdrew from them in haſte. He directed his diſci- 


| ples, alſo, to depart, and to croſs the lake to Beth» 


faida : perhaps he was anxious to prevent them from fa- 
vouring the fooliſh wiſhes of the people. In the 
mean time he himſelf retired to a mountain for prayer, 


and ſpent the chief part of the night in his private de- 


votions, Ah! how unlike to him are thoſe of his pro- 
ſeſſed followers, who are ſolicitous to procure and pre» 
ſerve the pomp and power of this preſent world ! Or, 
what reſemblance to the holy Jeſus do thoſe bear, who 
have no reliſh for religious ſolitude, and can ſpare no 
time for the exalted purpoſe of maintaining communion 
with God ? | 

The diſciples were on the ſea, where they were 
overtaken by a ſtorm, and toſſed about, for many 


hours together, upon the boiſterous waves. Their ſi- 
tuation was diſtreſſing ; the night was dark, the water 


® Matt. zvi. g. 


tempeſtuous, 
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tempeſtuous, the wind violent and contrary : they had 
ſpent their ſtrength in vain with rowing. dangers 
threatened them; and their dear Lord and Maſter was 
abſent, Jeſus, however, could not be unmindful of 


them: he knew their difficulties, and drew near. fos 


their help. He had been retired till near the mornings 
when he came to them * walking upon the ſea,” 
How did he convince. them of their ſafety under his 
protection! How did he encourage them to ſace every 
ſtorm in his ſervice, while den the Geep KR es 


ject to his command} 


So ſtrange was the ſight, that, as e 
was not poſſible for a real human body to be ſup» 
ported by the waves, they concluded it was an appari- 
tion, and gave way to perplexing fears. But he, to 
relieve them from their . diſtreſs, graciouſly. revealed 
himſelf, ſaying, © Be of good cheer; it is I; be not 
afraid.” This was enough. The ſound of his voice, 
ſpeaking comfort in ſuch awful circumſtances, revived 
and cheered their hearts. Peter ſuppoſed, that he alſo 


mould be able to walk on the boiſterous ſea, if his 
Lord would permit him to attempt it. The leave, 


which he raſhly ſolicited, was granted, that his for- 
wardneſs might be checked, by a ſad proof of the 
weakneſs of his principles. When he felt the violence 
of the ſtorm, his faith failed, and he began to ſink ; ſo 
that, if Jeſus had not ſtretched out. his compaſſionate 
hand to ſave him, he muſt have periſhed in the deep. 

Jeſus then entered the veſlel, and reſtored peace and 
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wind abated, and they were brought to the very point 


of land, which they aimed at. What proofs of pow- 


er; what marks of dignity were here! Vet what mo- 


deſty and condeſcenſion appeared in our Lord's conſtant 


deportment ! He did not diſplay his ability in an ofs 
tentatious manner, or eveii-for his own accemmodation. 


He ſubmitted to travel 6n foot, with much fatigue 


when he could have inſtantly tranſported himſelf to the 


moſt diſtant place. His attendants were filled with in 
exprefſible aſtoniſhment; and the more ſo, as they had 


not duly conſidered the miracle of the preceding day. 


They fell down before him, with the ſtrongeſt! emo- 


tions of gratitude and love, and with expreſſions or 
profound adoration, crying out, * Of a truth, thou art 
the Son of God.” The inhabitants; alſo, of the'neighs 
bouring coaſts no ſooner received intelligence of him: 
than they flocked after him with great eagerneſs; en- 
treating his compaſſion toward the ſick; and, merely 
by the touch of his — the moſt iiveterate diſ- 
_ were remove. 

Shall not We, likewiſe; deed toi 8 
him, who has all power in his hand, and who; in- 
many inſtances, has proved himſelf * mighty to ſave 


Our faith may be tried, as that of his diſciples was, 


and, probably, our weakneſs will oon be evinced. 
& Lord, help our unbelief.“ He is often pleaſed to 
ſuffer a violent ſtorm to ariſe, and his people may ſeem 
as if they were left alone upon the deep, toiling in ex- 
treme diſtreſs, ready to periſh. But he will graciouſly 


interpoſe, in due ſeaſon, to fave them. He will mani- 
feſt 
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feſt himſelf to them, ' appeaſe the rage of the tempeſt 
quiet their fears, and © bring them unto their deſired 
haven.” Oh, that men would praiſe” the Lord for 
his goodneſs, and for his Cy 1 to Wan. 

dren of men“ !? | n hot - 
The multitude, who bad n Ae Ay af ehe 
ſhould aſſume the government, and from whom he had 
withdrawn, fought after him again with renewed ar- 
dour. They had travelled far on foot, and then they 
croſſed the lake in ſearch of him. At length, they 
found him in the ſynagogue at Capernaum, and, after 
expreſſing their ſurpriſe at his removal to that place, 
which tliey could not account for, they received a ſo- 
lemn reproof for the low and carnal motives, upon 
which they followed him. The miraculous entertain- 
ment, he had afforded them, raifed their expectations 
of his poſſeſſing a temporal dominion, and they were 
ſill in hopes of exalting and enriching themſelves by 
his ſervice.” A poor reaſon indeed, for pretending an 
attachment to Jeſus! Yet, we fear, a regard to ſecular 
advantages has been the ground of much of that religi- 
ous zeal, which has been admired in the world. But 
it is a mean and contemptible ptineiple. He called 
upon them, therefore, to turn their attention from the 
care of the petiſhable body to that of the immortal 
ſoul, and to employ their utmoſt eagerneſs and dilis 
gence for the attainment of thoſe bleſſings, which 


would remain for ever. He . * that he 
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| kimfelf, as c the Son of man, had received a com- 


| whom they ſhould receive. Yet many of them mere 
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ö 


ccernal happineſs and glory. 


They profeſſed an carneft deſire to do the will of 
God; and therefore our Lord aſſerted the neceſſity of 
believing on the Saviour, as a duty indiſpenſably requi- 
ſite above all others, the grand injunction of the new 
diſpenſation, and the appointed method of acceptance 
with God. His words implied, that he was the Chrift, 


unwilling to admit his claims, and inſolently demanded 
his credentials, as if he had already exhibited none; 
which deſerved regard. He had performed various 
miracles in their neighbourhood, of which they muſt 
have had authentic information; and their own eyes 
had feen unqueſtionable proofs of his divine miſſion f 
and ftill they preſumed to aſk, * What doſt hv 
work?” Unbelief is always unreaſonable: it cavils at 
the plaineſt teſtimonies, and determines never to be 
ſatisfied. We need not, therefore, be ſurpriſed at the 
outcry for ſlronger evidence, as it is generally made 
by thoſe whom no evidence will convince. 

It was intimated to Jeſus, that his miracles were far 
inferior to thoſe of Moſes, who had fully demonſtrated 


| his ſacred character and legation, by ſupporting their 


anceſtors in the wilderneſi with manna from heaven. 
He replied, that the Lord God was then diſpenſing to 
them hread infinitely more excellent, than that which 
Moſes had been the means of communicating, and 


that this — tans 6: 
4 wha 


purpoſe of giving life to a periſhing world. The er- 
traordinary and important declaration, probably, im- 
preſſed the minds of fome of his audience, and con- 
ſtrained them to cry out, though they comprehended nor 
the full import of their own words, Lord, evermone 
give us this bread.” There cannot be a more ſuitable 
petition for ourſelves to offer up: only let us under- 
ſtand and feel its meaning. Who is not anxious to 
preſerve life? What immenſe pains are taken to pro- 
cure that ſuſtenance, which merely ſupports the body! 
And ſhall we not be ſolicitous to gain a happy exiſtence 
beyond the grave? Are we told, that God has graci- 
ouſly made proviſion for this very end, in the Goſpel 
of his Son? And ſhall we not, inſtead of proudly and 
petulantly quarrelling with it, ferioufly inquire into ita 
nature, and the method, in which the benefit may be 
conveyed? Such a diſpoſition, ſurely, becomes our 
character and ſituation. Let us hear, then, the fur- 
ther inſtructions of Jeſus on this moſt intereſting 

He declared explicitly, and without reſerve, that 
He himſelf is that ſpiritual food, on which our ever 
laſting ſalvation depends, that by faith alone the bleſſ- 
ing is obtained, and that the believer, in a ſincere ap- 
plication to him, ſhall be delivered from thoſe carnal 
deſires, which can never be ſatisfied, and ſhall find his 
ſoul contented and delighted in him. Still he -obferv- 
ed that many of thoſe, who then ſaw him with their 
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pretenſions, contempruouſly. rejected the gracious offiy, 
How ſhall this be accounted for? The true reaſon is 
aſſigned by our Lord. In our fallen and depraved 
ſtate, ſuch is our natural blindneſs, pride, and love of 


the world, that we are all unwilling to accept the ſal- 


vation provided, by ſubmitting to Jeſus, and fixing 
our whole reliance upon him. Yet, that the glori- 
ous plan of redemption may not be defeated by our 
folly and perverſeneſs, God hath ſecured a people for 
himſelf by his own Covenant; and theſe, under the 
ſtrong influence of his Spirit, abandon their oppoſi- 
tion to Jeſus, and bow before him with an unreſerved 
ſubjection, thankful to partake of mercy in the ap- 
pointed way. We adore that power, which hath 


wrought effectually in all them that believe. While 


we admire the change, we confeſs and praiſe the fret 
and ſovereign . of our ew which hath ow 


duced it. 
But, leſt this high and mend doctrine ſhould 


'be abuſed, or any humble penitents be diſcouraged, ' 


Jeſus alſo declared his readineſs to receive the applica- 
tions of all who come, in all poſſible circumſtances, 
and ſolemnly pledged his word, that no objection 
whatever ſhould prevail againſt them, This he con- 
firmed, by remarking, that the final ſalvation of his 
people was the very end, for which he had left the 
glory of heaven, and that it was alſo the grand object 
of his Father's counſels. On this ground he inſtructed 
them to expect from him the completion of their hap- 
pineſs in an everlaſting ſtate, and promiſed again and 
* that, though their bodies muſt go down to the 

duſt, 


a CO hed th as: 
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duſt, the grave ſhould not detain them for ever, but 
that his arm would reſcue, them from death at the laſt 
day. Will not theſe aſſurances ſuffice us? Jeſus poſ- 
ſeſſes all fulneſs of grace for the recovery of them that 
are loſt. The invitation is ſent to all without excep- 
tion; the offer is freely, made io thoſe, who ſincerely 
deſire it; and all obſtructions are removed, but thoſe, 
which ſinners themſelves obſtinately continue to throw 
in the way. What more do you wiſh for, than a fa- 
vourable acceptance? Why, then, do you remain at a 
diſtance from him, ſince he bids you to draw nigh, and 
engages to give you a cordial. welcome? There is no 
decree, which can exclude you from his-mercy, if only 
you will ſubwit to his propoſals. His hand is ſtretched 
out to communicate his bleſſings ; and his bowels yearn 
with, compaſſion toward every poor enen who is 
humbled at his feet. 

Jeſus having n in high terms of his deſcent 
from heaven, and of the benefits to be derived from 
hiqſelf, the Jews, who were not acquainted with his 


divine extraction, and ſuppoſed him to be. no more 


than the ſon of Joſeph, his reputed father, began to 
cavil at his expreſſions. To ſilence their objections, 


and turn their attention to ddemſeltts. he en to the 


following effece : 

<« Inſtead of — *. a * diſpoſition, Fs 
ouſly conſider your own awful circumſtances, and im- 
plore direction and aſſiſtance from above. For ſuch 
is the natural ignorance and perverſeneſs of man in his 
fallen ſtate, that he cannot be induced to ſeek or ac- 
cept ſalvation in my name, but by the powerful opera- 

Vol. III. A a tion 
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tion of God upon his mind. Your own prophets have 
inſtructed you to aſk and expect this very influence; 
and every one, who has obtained it, will acknowledge 
my claims, and yield me an unfeigned ſubmiſſion. In · 
this way only my bleſſings are to be ſecured. Miſtake 
me not, as if the Father would manifeſt himſelf in a vi- 
ſible manner: He ſpeaks to you by him, who is come 
from his immediate preſence; and I, his faithful wit- 
neſs, declare with the moſt folemn and repeated aſ- 
ſeverations, that he, who places his whole affiance upon 
me, is received into the divine favour, and n 
ſure title to eternal happineſs.” 

« ] am, therefore, that bread, which alone can m 
ford true ſuſtenance to your fouls. How far ſuperior 
to the manna, by which your anceſtors were ſupported! 

That was the means of preſerving. their exiſtence in 
this world, only for a ſhort ſeaſon: whereas the ſpiri- 
rual food, which I propoſe, will effectualiy ſecure you 
from periſhing for ever. I myſelf am that food, of 
which the manna was a faint and imperfect repreſenta- 
tion: I came down from the higheſt heavens to com- 
municate everlaſting life to all thoſe, throughout the 
whole world, who by faith ſhall partake of the ſacred 


proviſion. For this very purpoſe, I have aſſumed a 


human body, which I ſhall ſhortly offer up as an ex- 
piatory ſacrifice, to reſcue ſinners from deſerved ruin, 
and procure an them ons nn * endleſs fe- 
licity.“ | © | | 

Declarations ſo — Has ſo new, and myſterious, ex- 
cited various ſentiments in the minds of the Jeus, 


who, therefore, began to diſpute with each other con- 
9 cerning 
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cerning them. Through their, carnal and perverſe 
diſpoſitions they could not compte hend, hom Jeſus 
could © give them his fleſh to eat. Probably, moſt of 
them were diſpoſed to deride the doctrine as altogether 
abſurd. But he proceeded to confirm it by the moſt 
expreſs and vehement aſſertions, without deigning to an- 
ſwer every cavil, which a proud objector might bring. 
« However you may ſcorn the warning, I ſolemnly 
aſſure you, that you are totally deſtitute of real, f. piri- 
tual life, unleſs you be quickened by believing on the 
Son of man, as ſuffering and dying for hall * * fury 


* It would * 3 * atmoſt 1 to 2 to explain 
our Lord's expreſſions in any other ſenſe, than as referring to his 
intended ſactifice of himſelf. If he be no more than a Teacher 6f 
virtue, and if he ſave us only by his good inſtruckiots, wich what 
propriety of ſpeech could he talk of giving his fleſh o eat, and his 

blood to drink? This figure, doubtleſs, muſt be underſtood as re- 
| preſenting his death, and our ſalvation as reſulting from it, agree- 
ably to thoſe other declarations of the Scriptures, which aſcribe 
our redemption to his blood. Allowing the reference to his atone- 
ment, the whole appears conſiſtent, and demands qur moſt ſerious 
regard but otherwiſe, it N thought Mae and i e 
ous, 

The Lords ſupper 2 not, at this time, ialluted; an there- - 
fore, though many of the expreſſions may be properly accommo- 
dated to that ſacrament, which is an emblematical repreſentation 
of the fleſh and blood of Chriſt given to us as our ſpiritual food and 
ſuſtenance, yet we are not warranted in drawing any concluſions 
from the paſſage before us, with reſpect to the efficacy of that or- 
dinance. Thoſe, who communicate by faith, do indeed eat the 
fleſh and drink the blood of Chriſt, and they are vitally united to 


ex- him. But the bare participation of the outward elements proves 
c Ws, not a believing application to the Saviour, nor does it neceſſarily 
con- implant or increaſe the divine principle of life in the ſoul, 


ning An3 renders 
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renders up his body to the moſt violent tortures, and 
conſents 'to ſhed his blood; and the benefits of this 
atonement will be communicated to you through faith, 
As the common food of your bodies muſt be received, 
that if may afford the neceſſary ſuſtenance, ſo muſt you 
feaſt upon the ſacrifice, which my death will make, in 
order to derive from it true nouriſhment and vigour to 
your ſouls. The man, who thus maintains an habitual 
regard to me, as his grand and fole ſupport, '* who 
eateth my fleſh and drinketh my blood, poſſeſſes the 
principle of immortal life within him, and ] engage to 
raiſe his very duſt from the grave in a glorified ſtate. 
He is furniſhed with an entertainment more delightful, 
than the moſt ſumptuous proviſions can be to the ſenſes, 
He is joined to me by a myſterious and inſeparable 
union, which even reſembles that of the eternal Fa- 
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i ther and the incarnate Son, and by virtue of which his 

Fi ſoul ſhall be ſuſtained and invigorated, through the con- | 

| ſtant communications of the Spire So PD then, does | 
the heavenly manna ſurpaſs, in its excellent effects, that t 
miraculous food, which was granted to your progeni- i 
tors in the wilderneſs. That imparted a benefit, com- f 
paratively mean in its nature, and ſhott in its continu- Is 


ance; but this, which is now exhibited, will ſecure life 
and my rg of the moſt exalted nd; and durable as 
eternity.“ OK OW 
Such was the purport of our Lord's addreſs to the 
182 and it is equally intereſting to us, as it was to 
them. Have we ſeriouſly conſidered it, and the im- 
portant doctrines it involves ? What impreſſions, then, 
are 3 in our minds? ? Are we, like them, diſ- 
Ys poſed 
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poſed to murmur, becauſe; Jeſus claims ſuch an exalted: 
dignity ? Or, are we inclined to enter into curious ſpe- 
culations, and diſpute. againſt the plain aſſertions of the 
Bible, becauſe they contain ſome things, which baffle 
our comprehenſion ! How preſumptuous is ſuch a ſpi- 
tit! Rather, let us conſider our blindneſs and extreme 
depravity, and ſuſpect our own concluſions. - Let us 
fervently implore thoſe. divine influences, which God- 
hath promiſed, and which the wiſeſt and beſt of men 
continually need. Our underſtandings muſt be illu- 
minated, truly to diſcern the appointed method of ſal- 
vation in the Goſpel; our carnal prejudices and af- 
fections mult be ſubdued, that our objections againſt it 
may be effectually filenced ; and our wills muſt be 
brought under a holy bias, that we may yield a e 
compliance. | 
Jeſus is exhibited as the heavenly manna, which 
alone can nouriſh our ſouls to life eternal: Have we 
made uſe of him in this character? He condeſcended 
to be made * partaker of fleſh and blood,” that dying 
in our nature he might expiate our guilt : Have we 
fixed our regard upon him, as our atoning ſacrifice ? It 
is ſolemnly declared, that, without a real participation 
of Chriſt by faith, we muſt remain in a ſtate of ſpiritual 
death: Have we been ſufficiently aware of the abſolute - 
neceſſity of believing ? It is not enough, that we give a 
cool aſſent to this fact, that Jeſus hath died for us; but 
we muſt place our whole reliance upon him, and expect 
pardon, peace, and everlaſting glory, as obtained for us 
by his blood ; Do we conſtantly maintain ſuch a temper 
of mind towards him ? Great and bleſſed are the effects 
Aa 3 of 


358. SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 

of this humble and cordial application to the Saviour: 
Can we teſtify of their reality and excellence? Do we 
daily feed on the ſacred ſuſtenance; here provided for 
us, and find in it the moſt exquiſite delight? Are we 
ſenſible of any communion between Jeſus and our own 


ſouls? And de we derive from kim, refreſhment when 


we are weary, ſtrength when we faint, and comfort 
when we are oppreſſed with troubles ? If this be our 
caſe, we may rejoice in the confidence, that he will 
bring us forth, at the general reſurrection, with triumph 
and exceeding joy, and grant vs a ſure abode in his own 
gloribus preſence for evermore. | 
Such a free declaration of the myſteries of faith; 
and eſpecially fuch a particular application of them to 
the conſciences of the hearers, will generally excite 
offence; nor ſhould the miniſters of Chriſt be ſurpriſed 
at that effect, when they obſerve the reception, which 
their Maſter met with. Many, even of his profeſſed 
friends and diſciples, began to cavil at his doctrine as 
harſh and unintelhgible. He perceived their inward 
diſaffection, and replied to the very objections, which 
they were afraid to utter. He intimated, that he 
{ſhould ſoon return to heaven, from whence he had come 
down, and that his aſcenſion, which might puzzle 
them as much as what he had aſſerted, would prove 
the juſtice of his claims. To. prevent their abuſe of 
the ſubject, he guarded them againſt a literal accepta- 
tion of his words, and directed them to the ſpiritual 
ſenſe, in which alone they could be underſtood with 
profit. But he remarked, that as he had been aware 
of their ſecret unbelief from the very firſt, he had in- 
| ſiſted 
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ſiſted on divine influences, as neceſſary to n the 
oppoſition of their hearts againſt him. 
From that time, many, who had long followed km, | 
perceiving, probably, that their hypocriſy was detected, 
totally withdrew and returned no more. Nay, ſuch, was 
the deſertion, that it might ſeem as if the very twelve 
were ſtaggered, and ready to depart. ,. Jelus, therefore, 
called upon them to declare explicitly, whether they 
would abide with him, or no; that ſo their ſervice 
might not appear to be conſtrained, but voluntary. 
The moſt diſtant propoſal, however, of apoſtatizing 


from the Saviour, will ever ſtrike the ſincere believ= © 


er with horror. Accordingly, Peter ſtood forth, as 
che mouth of the Apoſtles, maintaining their immov- 
able attachment to him, and ſtedfaſt dependence upon 
him for eternal life, rejecting, alſo, with fixed reſolution; 
the thought of forſaking him, as big with miſery and 
ruin. This was, indeed, a good confeſſion, Yet, that 


they might ſtill exerciſe a holy jealouſy, and not be 


ſhaken in their minds by what would ſoon take place 
among themſelves, he intimated, that even in their 
ſmall company, which he had ſelected for his own pe- 
culiar ſociety, there was one perſon who poſſeſſed fo 
malignant a diſpoſition, as to reſemble the Devil him- 
ſelf, Ah! what terror, what diſtreſſing inquiries muſt 
this excite among them! 

Is it any objection, then, to the Chriſtian Church 
at the preſent day, that it contains many unſound 
members? Falſehearted profeſſors are to be expected 
at all times ; but, in general, ſome temptation or other 
will occur, which will manifeſt their inſincerity. Fre- 

Aa 4 quently, 
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quently, they are offended by the plain dealing of their 
miniſters; and it is no wonder, that they depart from 
thoſe, who ſuſpect them of hypocriſy. How awful is 
their caſe! © It had been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteouſneſs *.“ May the exam- 
ple awaken the attention of all, who bear the Chriſtian 
name! Happy thoſe, who are preſerved unſhaken, in 
the midſt of numerous apoſtates. We aſk, then, of 
what kind is your attachment to Jeſus? © Will ye alſo 
go away?” Are you, © who ſeemed to be pillars, 
moved from your hope?“ You muſt, indeed, be left 
to your own choice: but we entreat you to form that 
choice deliberately, with a full view of all the conſe- 
quences before you. If you depart from Chriſt, to 
whom can you betake yourſelves ? Is there any other 
refuge? Are © the words of eternal life” to be found 
any where beſides? We exhort you, then, that, what- 
ever difficulties may ariſe, you would not“ draw back 
unto perdition,” but © with purpoſe of heart con 


unto the Lord.” 


* 2 Pet. ii. 21. 
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Feſus replied to the cavils of Phariſees — cautioned the peo- 
ple againſt them—tried and commended the faith of a 
woman of Canaan—wrought many cures—fed four 
thouſand by a miracle—oppoſed by Phariſees and Sad- 
ducees—reftored fight to a blind man at Bethſaida— 
declared his character, and foretold his paſſion, to his 
diſciples, requiring them alſo to ſuffer with bim. | 


Tnoven we are informed of many minute occur- 
rences in the life of Jeſus, yet many are concealed 
from us. We are not told, whether he was preſent at 
the celebration of the paſſover, which ſucceeded the 
tranſactions recorded in the preceding ſection. But, 
it is probable, that, at that ſeaſon of national concourſe, 


various reports of Him, who engaged univerſal atten- 


tion, were carried from Galilee to Jeruſalem, and 
that theſe excited the envious diſpleaſure of the public 
and moſt diſtinguiſhed teachers of religion. It is cer- 


tain, however, that many of that deſcription, the Scribes 


and Phariſees, went down from the city, and, as it 1s 
likely, to Capernaum, though at a conſiderable diſ- 


tance, for the expreſs purpoſe of collecting ſome 
grounds 
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grounds of accuſation, or of bringing him into diſcredit 


with the people“. Theſe men, with all their pre- 
tences to ſanctity, were the moſt violent oppoſers of 
the Saviour, and were, evidently, actuated by the ba- 
ſeſt motives in their conduct towards him. They diſ- 
covered great zeal, by taking ſo long a journey; but 
it was in a bad cauſe. Nor is it uncommon for thoſe, 
who reſiſt the truth, to be at immenſe pains and ex- 
penſe for the accompliſhment of their purpoſes, and 
even to ſuppoſe that they are © going God ſervice,” at 
the very time they are filled with enmity againſt him. 
Perſons, ſo diſpoſed, will ſeldom be at a loſs for ob- 
jections. Something or other, in the moſt exemplary 
behaviour, will appear cenſurable to the envious and 
malicious eye. What cauſe of complaint, then, did 
theſe infidious adverſaries find againſt the holy: Jeſus? 
They upbraided him with the contempt, which his 
diſciples ſhewed for their traditions, in eating without 
firſt waſhing their hands. How ridiculons, and how 
palpable, was their hypocriſy, who laid ſuch ſtreſs on 
outward purifications, and perceived not their need of 
inward ſanctity! Men are ever prone to depend on a 
ſtrict obſervance of rites and ceremonies even of their 
own invention, and to ſubſtitute them for © the power 
of godlineſs,” or to imagine that theſe will compenſate 
the negle& of the moſt expreſs, moral injunctions. 
Jeſus, therefore, convicted them of their glaring in- 
conſiſtency, in preferring their ſuperſtitious inſtitutions 
to the abſolute precepts of God. He produced one 
inſtance, in which they virtually abrogated the fifth 


Matt. xv. 120. Mark vii. 1—23. 
commandment. 
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commandment. For they excuſed thoſe, who, through 
a falſe pretext of piety and of devoting their ſubſtance 
to God, refuſed to relieve their aged parents in diſtreſs, 
They accounted it ſufficient to ſay, © We have bound 


_ ourſelves by a vow to give our money to the treaſury 


or ſome. facred uſe, and are therefore freed from the 
obligation of contributing to the ſupport of our father 
or our mother.“ 

It is indiſpenſably required, that we © learn firſt to 
ſhew piety at home, and to requite our parents; for 
that is good and acceptable before God *.” We can- 
not, therefore, credit their profeſſions of religion, who 


_ violate fo plain and ſtrict an injunction; nor can any 


ſacrifices to God, however coſtly, be accepted in lieu 
of this important duty. Yet in many ſuch ways did 
theſe corrupt teachers flatter their deluded followers, 
Our Lord obſerved that their vile diſſimulation was ac- 
curately deſcribed by one of their own prophets. For, 
like thoſe of old, they © drew near to God with their 


mouth, and with their lips did honour him, but removed 


their heart far from him f.“ And do none of modern 
times reſemble them ? Have we not thoſe, who with a 
rigorous exactneſs inſiſt on the particular diſtinctions of 
their own party, and inſtitutions of merely human au- 
thority, while they allow themſelves to tranſgreſs, in 
various inſtances, the eternal rules of righteouſneſs, and 
ſuppoſe that their ceremonial. ſcrupuloſity or religious 
zeal will be a ſufficient vindication of their conduct? 
Ah! what will avail the moſt ſpecious pretences to de- 
votion before. that God, who © deſireth truth in the in- 


1 Tim. v. 4. + Ia. xxix, 13. 


ward 
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ward parts?” © In vain we do worſhip him,” if we 
offer him only the ſervice of the lips, or attempt to ſub. 


ſtitute any obſervances inſtead of that holy obedience, 


which he requires. 

This was a proper occaſion, and Jeſus therefore em- 
braced it, to warn the people not to be miſled by ſuch 
ignorant expounders of the law, and to ſhew them, 
that the depravity of the heart is the grand ſource of 
impurity, which renders us defiled in the ſight of God. 
The Phariſees, offended with his plain reproofs, and 
confounded in their deſigns, had gone away in diſguſt. 


On that account, the diſciples, in private, expreſſed 


their fears for the conſequence; but he bad them not 
to be diſturbed by thoſe perverſe oppoſers of the truth, 


inaſmuch as both they, and their infatuated followers, 
would ſoon be overwhelmed with final and remedilets 


deſtruction. 
It is an awful caſe, when thoſe, who know not the 


way to heaven, undertake to be public inſtructers. 
How fatal the effects to themſelves and others! The 
deceived and the deceiver, however they may flatter 
and be flattered, ſhall periſh together. Let us not, 
therefore, blindly and implicitly ſubmit to the opinions 


and dictates of men, though they may bear a reſpect- 


able character, or even fill the higheſt ſtations in the 
Church. But let us form our judgment, not from hu- 
man deciſions, but from © the law and the teſtimony,” 
ſince, whoever may be our teachers, we muſt anſwer 
for ourſelyes before the bar of God. 

The declarations of our Lord were not well under- 
ſtood even by his own diſciples, Having reproved 


them, 
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them, therefore, in ſecret for their dulneſs of compre- 
henſion, he affirmed in plainer terms, that the heart is 
the ſeat and ſource of all moral pollution, that the food 
which is received for the proper nouriſhment of the 
body brings no defilement upon the ſoul, but that the 
man is rendered unclean and offenſive before God, 
only in conſequence of his inward depravity, and that 
which proceeds from it. This is a doctrine, which 
calls for deep humiliation and conſtant circumſpection. 
It is eaſy to eat with clean hands; but would that purge - 


the conſcience ? Ah! © Who can ſay, I have made my 


heart clean; I am pure from my ſin *?” According 
to the deſcription, which Jeſus here gave, our fallen 
nature is ſo fruitful of evil, that it puts forth, as its 
common produce, all manner of impurity. Hence we 
are taught to account for the various kinds of iniquity 
in the world. Corrupt reaſonings, irregular defires, 
ſenſual affections, lewdneſs, violence, diſhoneſty, ava- 
rice, malevolence, treachery, envy, profaneneſs, pride, 
and folly, have but one and the ſame origin: © they 
come from within.” What, then, ſhall we think of 
the fountain, which ſends forth ſuch filthy ſtreams ? 
How ſuitable is the confeſſion of Job, «© Behold I am 
vile! How exactly adapted to our caſe, is that graci- 
ous promiſe of the new Covenant, © I will ſprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean: —a new heart 
alſo will I give you, and a new ſpirit will I put within 
you f!“ 

Jeſus, withdrawing from the obſervation of his ma- 
licious enemies, went into the neighbourhood of Tyre 


* Prov. XX. . + Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. 


and 


366 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


and Sidon, which was a remote part of the land ®, 
Here, for proper reaſons doubtleſs, he ſought to con- 
cC.eal himſelf, but found it impracticable. He was ſoon 
diſcovered, and applied to for relief; but his viſit is diſ- 
tinguiſhed only by one little occurrence, which exhibits 
a character, very oppoſite to that we have ſeen in the 
Phariſees. A poor, diſtreſſed woman, not © of the 
ſtock of Iſrael, but deſcended probably from the an- 
cient Canaanites, is here produced as a ſurpriſing in- 

ſtance of the rich grace of God: and it is likely too, 
that her caſe was intended to intimate, that merey 
would ſhortly appear for the outcaſts of the Gentiles. 
She had heard of the wonderful works of Jeſus, from 
which, it ſhould ſeem, ſhe believed him to be the very 
Saviour whom the Jews were taught to expect from 
the family of David. Under this conviction ſhe had 
' recourſe to him, in behalf of her beloved daughter, who 
was gricvoully afflicted with a demoniacal poſſeſſion. 
She implored his kind interpoſition for her child. and 
urged her requeſt with peculiar ardour. 

The caſe was truly pitiable; but the behaviour of 
Jeſus, on this occaſion, was ſomewhat ſingular. We 
have hicherto obſerved him attencive to every ery of 
diſtreſs, and ready to render his aſſiſtance, wherever 
it was ſolicited. But now he appeared totally regard- 
leſs of the importunate ſupplicant, and returned no 
anſwer to her prayer. After ſome time, the diſciples 
interceded for her, perbaps through real compaſſion, 
or being wearied with her inceſſant cries. - Yet even 
this application ſeemed to meet with an abſolute refuſal, 


Matt. xv. 21—29. Mark vii. 24, &c. c 
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becauſe the immediate objects of his commiſſion wete 


ce the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael,” and not c ſin- 
ners of the Gentiles.” What, then, could be alleged 
in her behalf? She determined not to give up her pe- 
tition, but rather to preſs it with greater earneſtneſs, 
though ſhe had nothing to plead but her miſery. She 


caſt herſelf at his feet, in adoration of his power and 


grace, exclaiming, with evident expreſſions of inward 
anguiſh, and yet of entire reliance upon him, “Lord, 
help me.” Still the Saviour appeared deaf to her en- 
treaties, and even to reject her with contempt; for he 
replied, that the Jews, as children of the family, had a 
prior claim to his regard, and that it would be impro- 


per to caſt their bread to * the dogs: ſuch being the 


low eftimation in which the Gentiles were held, 

From this fevere repulſe we might have conſidered 
her caſe as deſperate: but ſne, with unſhaken depen- 
dence, © againſt hope believed in hope.” Her diffi- 
culties increaſed her ardour, ſo that ſhe turned the very 
objections, urged againſt her, into an argument in her 
ow favour. Allowing the juſtneſs of our Lord's allu- 
ſion, and that ſhe deſerved to be treated no otherwiſe 
than the dogs, ſhe begged permiſſion to gather ſome 
crumbs under the Maſter's table, which the children 
would not uſe ; intimating, that, as his grace was fo 
large, like the proviſions of « rich entertainment, ſome 
{mall portion of it might be extended to her, worthleſs 
as ſhe was, without injury to his peculiar people. | 

We might poſſibly accuſe the Saviour of acting with 
rigorous cruelty towards this poor woman. But the 
cloſe of the narrative unfolds the reaſons of his conduct. 

| Though 
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Though for ſome time he appeared unrelenting and 
inexorable, yet at length his compaſſion broke forth : 
and then it was found, that he had withheld from her 


the deſired mercy, only that he might exerciſe her 


faith, for its further increaſe, and exhibit it to public 
view for the inſtruction and encouragement of others. 
When, therefore, ſhe had given full proof of her un- 
feigned humility, and firm reliance upon him, he no 
longer frowned, but granted her petition in the moſt 
gracious manner: he declared his warmeſt approbation 
of her principles, and aſſured her of the perfect and in- 
ſtantaneous recovery of her daughter, 

What, then, do we learn from this incident? We 
hear of Jeſus; but do we believe him to be © the Son 
of David,” the Lord,“ who can © have mercy on 
us ? Have we no requeſt to make; no bleſſing to im- 
plore from him? Let us pray with importunity, and 
take no denial. Perhaps, he may deal with us, as he 
did with the woman of Canaan, by ſeeming to diſre- 
gard our diſtreſs, and to reject our ſuit with diſdain. 


But let not this apparent neglect deter us: though re- 


pulſed again and again, let us renew our application 
with freſh ardour, and doubt not a happy iſſue. He 
may require us to wait long for the very mercy, which 
he means to beſtow. In the mean time, we are to ma- 
nifeſt our deep contrition, and the ſtrength of our con- 
fidence in his power, faithfulneſs, and love. Nay, 
though our guilt and depravity may be urged againſt 
us, as rendering us unſuitable objects for the Saviour's 
notice, we may ſolicit him the more earneſtly, to glo- 
rify himſelf in our deliverance. But ah! how much 
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impatience do we diſcover! How hardly do we bear 


the leaſt delay ! How ſoon do we give up our expec- 


tation in deſpondency ; as if * the mercy of God were 


clean gone for ever, and his promiſe had failed for ever- 
more !” How wretched, then, would be our condition, 
if he ſhould treat us according to our own anchoring 
apprehenſions ! 

Jeſus, having left the neighbourhood of Tyre and 
Sidon, came near to the ſea of Galilee, where he aſ 
cended a mountain, probably for the purpoſe of inſtruct- 
ing the multitudes, who followed him. Here, the caſe 
of one, deprived entirely of his hearing and almoſt of 
his ſpeech, was ſubmitted to him; nor was his help 
implored in vain. - Devoutly looking up in prayer, and 
then pronouncing the word with peculiar majeſty; he 
inſtantly reſtored the obſtructed faculties to their pro- 
per functions. That he might avoid oſtentation, or 


that he might not provoke the malice of his enemies, 


he deſired the matter to be concealed from public no- 
tice ; but the cure appeared ſo wonderful, that it was 
ſoon proclaimed abroad, and all expreſſed their admi- 
ration of his character, ſaying, He hath done all 
things well.” 

Nor was this the only miracle, which he performed 


there. Many other infirm and diſeaſed perſons were 


brought and caſt at his feet, who excited his pity,'and 
experienced his power to heal? . Theſe aſtoniſhing 
events could not but make a deep impreſſion on the 
minds of the people, who, therefore, “ glorified the 


God of Iſraelꝰ for his gracious interpoſition. And ſhall 


* Matt. xv. 30, c. Mark viii. 1—10. 
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we hear of them with a careleſs indifference ? Shall we 
not be induced, from ſuch proofs of the ſtrength and 
mercy of our Redeemer, to truſt, and love, and praiſe, 
and ſerve him? Shall we not perceive herein the per- 
formance of ancient promiſes, and bleſs God, who 
© hath remembered his holy Covenant, and raiſed up 
an horn of ſalvation for us?“ 
The dignity of Jeſus was diſplayed in other inſtances, 
Again he put forth his creative power, as on a former 
occaſion, to ſupply the neceſſities of thoſe who attend- 
ed his miniſtry. Moved with compaſſion for the people, 
who had continued with him three days together, and 
were then quite deſtitute of food, and many of them at 
_ 2 diſtance from their own homes, he furniſhed a table 
for them in the open fields. He directed his diſciples 
to impart to them their own proviſions, Theſe were 
ſeven loaves and a few ſmall fiſhes; but, poor as the 
ſtock was, it was ſo increaſed in the diſtribution; that 
four thouſand perſons, beſides women and children, 
were fed and fatisfied. The remains of this miraculous 
| feaſt, as of the former, exceeded the original ſtore; 
ſeven baſkets of fragments being gathered up. He 
has afforded us ſufficient encouragement, ſurely, to de- 
pend upon him for our daily bread; Only let us fol- 
low him in the way of duty, and he will not ſuffer us 
to © want any good thing.“ He * giveth food to all 
>” nay, © the earth is his, and the fulneſs there- 
of; ſo that he can, without difficulty, ſupply all our 
need. He has inſtructed us, alſo, we perceive, to be 
ſrugal in the midft of plenty, and not to layiſh by an 
uſeleſs Pee what his png beſtous. In every 
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thing be loſt,” “ 

Having dinmiſed the multitude, be croſſed tlie ſea 
to the coaſts of Magdala. Here a freſh attack was 
made upon him by a company of Phariſees and Sad- 
ducees united; who wiſhed to enſnare him“ . Theſe 
men were as repugnant to each other in their principles, 
as poſſible; the former being ſuperſtitious in the ex- 
treme, the latter perfectly licentious; but they came 
together to tempt Jeſus. We ſee, that perſons of op- 
poſite tempers, of different ſentiments, and of adverſe 
parties, who cordially hate one another, can lay aſide 
their animoſities for a ſeaſon, and forget their mutual 
malevolence, that they may joln their ſtrength and in- 
tereſt, in acting againſt Chriſt, Theſe ſubtle antago+ 
niſts, like modern infidels, objected to the ſufficieney 
of his evidence, and demanded of him another ſort of 
atteſtation, than what he had yet given. They deſired 
a ſign from heaven,” intending, probably, ſome 
ſplendid appearance in the ſkies. But is it not the 
height of pride and inſolence for ſinners! to preſcribe 
unto God, what meaſures of conduct he ſhould purſue, 
what kind of a revelation he ſhould afford them; or 
by what particular teſtimonies it ſhould be confirmed? 
Men prefumptuouſly deſpiſe and reje& the plain and 
inconteſtable proofs, by which he has evineed the truth 
of his Goſpel, and arrogantly call for tlofe, which he 
has wiſely denied, and um ba be ineffectual to 
convince them. to 4 20 e was goth 
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Many diſcover an acute diſcernment in their attens 


tion to worldly things, who betray the groſſeſt igno-—- 


rance and ſtupor in ſpiritual concerns. They will, alſo, 


tranſa& their ſecular affairs with confidence, where they 


have nothing to depend on, but mere conjecture; and 
yet hazard their eternal ſalvation, while they are petu- 
lantly objecting to the infallible credentials of the holy 
ſcriptures. Such was the caſe of thoſe captious diſpu - 
tants, who attacked the Saviour: and on this ground 
he reproved their inconſiſtency in forming an accurate 
judgment of the weather, and obſtinately refuſing to 
te diſcern the ſigns of the times.” He then declared, 
with deep diſtreſs for their awful ſtate, that no ſuch 
evidence, as they deſired, would be granted, except it 
were his own reſurrection on the third day; and then 
he left them to themſelves, departing to the oppoſite 
ſide of the lake. Let their caſe ſtand as a ſolemn ad- 
monition to thoſe, who ſtudy to invalidate revelation 
by their ſubtle arguments. Alas! while you are de- 
bating, Jeſus may entirely withdraw himſelf from you, 
and give you up to corrupt reaſonings and confirmed 
obduracy of heart. 

When they had croſſed the ſea, the diſciples of Jeks 
were diſtreſſed to find, that they had nearly exhauſted 
their whole ſtock of proviſions, Their Maſter, to turn 
off their attention to a more profitable ſubject, cau- 
tioned them to © beware of the leaven of the Phariſees 
and of the Sadducees, intending thereby to guard 
them againſt the dangerous opinions of thoſe falſe teach» 
ers, whom he had lately combated. But they were fo 
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anxious about their bodily ſuſtenance, that they conſi- 


dered him only as directing them, what | bread they 
were to avoid. He reproved them, therefore, very 
ſharply for their dulneſs of comprehenſion ip ſpiritual 
things, and for their diſtruſting fears of wanting food 
to eat, after having twice ſeen, as they had done, thou- 
ſands ſupported by a miracle. Do not moſt of our own 
painful apprehenſions ariſe from our ignorance and un- 
belief, and from a forgetfulneſs of the Lord's gracious 
interpoſitions in our favour? Oh ! what ſhame and con- 
fulion belong to us, becauſe we have profited no more 
by our paſt experience! 

Jeſus then declared explicitly, that he meant to e. 
them againſt thoſe corrupt doctrines of his oppoſers, 
which might be compared to leaven. How inſinuat- 
ing, how infectious is error! How ſoon it ſpreads its 
influence, though often imperceptibly ! Are we aware 
of the dangerous conſequence of admitting it? Or do 
we fooliſhly imagine, that all opinions are equally ſafe ? 
Are there no fatal miſtakes, in our own days, of which 


ve ſhould be ſuſpicious ? Yes, there never was a time, 


when ſuch a caution was more neceſſary. Take heed, 
then, that ye be not © carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the ſleight of men, and cunning crafti- 
neſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive *,” 

Jeſus came to Bethſaida, where he was requeſted to 
extend his compaſſion to a blind man f. He readily 
conſented ; and yet he choſe not to perform the mi- 
racle within the confines of the town, nor would he 
ſuffer the perſon to return thither, to publiſh his caſe: 


* Eph. iv. 14. + Mark viii, 22—26, 
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which might be intended as a mark of his diſpleaſure. 
againſt the unbelieving inhabitants. Many of the aſto- 
niſhing effects of his power and grace, at this time alſo, 
are purpoſely concealed from the obſervation of ſinners, 
who would be diſpoſed to treat them with contempt 
and deriſion. But the day is approaching, when all his 
wonderful works, and the excellency of -his character, 
ſhall be made known to the aſſembled univerſe, to the 
_ unſpeakable joy of his faithful ys and the cons 
ſion of his enemies. 

- When he had withdrawn whe: man to a 2 lie diſtance 
5 the city, he reſtored his ſight, though in a gradual 
manner. At the firſt touch of the Saviour, ſome faint 
glimmerings of light were conveyed to the darkened 
eyes; ſo that things were perceived very obſcurely, and 
men appeared * as trees, walking,” But, upon the 
ſecond touch, every object was ſeen diſtinctly. In each 
one of his miracles, Jeſus exhibited his divine perſec- 
tions: but he did not confine himſelf to a particular 
mode of operation. In ſome inſtances, we apprehend, 
the full blaze of day was ſuddenly poured in upon the 
blind, but here was a regular advance from one degree 
of clearneſs to another. It is the {ame in ſpiritual con- 
cerns. He alone © giveth light and underſtanding to 
the ſimple; but the methods of his grace are different 
in different perſons. We muſt not dictate to him, nor 
ſet up the caſe of any Chriſtian as a ſtandard, to which 
that of all others muſt be accommodated. Some are 
inſtantaneouſly «called out of darkneſs into marvellous 
light ;”” whilſt many attain, by a flow progreſs, to the 
knowledge of the truth, The leaſt meaſure of divine 
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illumination is an earneſt for good. It is like the twi- 


light of the morning, which announces the riſing of the 
ſun. Though much obſcurity, therefore, may attend 
your preſent views, be encouraged to wait upon the 
Saviour, in hope of receiving a more diſtinct percep- 
tion. The path of the juſt is as the ſhining light, that 
ſhineth more and more unto the perfect day *.” 
Jeſus now changed his ſituation, and betook him- 
ſelf to Ceſarea-Philippi, in the northern extremity of 
Judea f. In that neighbourhood, being retired with 
his diſciples, he inquired of them, what were the ge- 
neral ſentiments of men concerning him. When in- 
formed, that he was thought to be either John the 
Baptiſt, or ſome one of the ancient prophets, who was 
riſen from the dead, he urged them to declare their own 
opinion of his character. To this there could be no 


other anſwer from his own attendants, than what Peter 


immediately returned in the name of the reſt, © Thou 
art the Chriſt, the Son of the living God.” The con- 
feſſion was explicit, decided, and ingenuous ; and Jeſus 
pronounced the favoured Apoſtle, who made it, pecu- 
liarly bleſſed, as having received his knowledge, not 
by his natural abilities, or any human aid, but by di- 
vine communication. Then, having aſſerted the infal- 
lible ſecurity of his Church, againſt all aſſaults of the 
powers of darkneſs, he promiſed to uſe Peter as a 
principal inſtrument in building that ſacred edifice, and 
ſettling the concerns of his government. This amount- 
ed to a clear and explicit avowal, that he was indeed the 


* Prov. i IV, 18. t Matt. xvi. 13. &c. Mark vil. 27, Le. | 
ix. 1. Luke ix, 18—27. 
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Saviour, poſſeſſed of ſupreme authority: but it paſſed 

only in private, and from motives of prudence he 

charged them not to divulge the matter till the pro- 
per ſeaſon. 99 4 | | 

What are our concluſions, reſpecting the extraordi- 
nary character before us? Do we know him ta be the 
Chriſt ? Let us not preſume on our own ſagacity, the 
advantages of education, or any aſſiſtance from men, 
but implore the divine influence upon our minds; 
ce that the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father 
of glory, may give unto us the Spirit of wiſdom and 
revelation, in the knowledge of him “.“ Or, are we 
grounded on the only ſure foundation, © the rock,“ 
which cannot be moved? Then let us exult in our high 
privileges, and truſting to the promiſe, let us defy the 
fierceſt attacks of our moſt malicious enemies. 

Jeſus, having expreſsly acknowledged his real cha- 
racter, began to ſpeak to his diſciples with leſs reſerve, 
concerning himſelf and the particular means, by which 
he ſhould accompliſh redemption for his people. He, 
therefore, plainly foretold his approaching ſufferings, 
death, and reſurrection. But ſuch a Saviour they had 
not looked for; and the declaration ſtaggered their 
faith. Peter, in- particular, with his uſual forwardneſs, 
dared to object to the ſcheme, as unworthy of his Maſ- 
ter, and to diſſuade him from it. I his brought upon 
him a ſharp rebuke; for he had evidently betrayed 
very low and carnal conceptions of the kingdom of 
Chriſt, and appeared even as an accomplice of Satan, 
in oppoſing his Lord's deſigns. Let us ſeek for proper 


* Eph. 1. 17, : 
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views of the way of ſalvation. If Peter was acting a dia- 
bolical part, when he tempted Jeſus to relinquiſh the 
end. for which he came into the world, let us be well 
eſtabliſhed in this fundamental article of our creed; that 
ce we have redemption through his blood, and that © he 
appeared to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf “.“ 

From this circumſtance, Jeſus was led to addreſs, 
not his diſciples only, but the multitude at large, on the 
neceſſity of being willing to ſuffer with him. Let us 
attend to his ſolemn declarations; for they concern 
ourſelves. Do we profſeſs a regard to him? He ex- 
horts us to enter upon a ſtrict courſe of ſelf-denial; and 
to ſubmit to extreme difficulties, even to martyrdom 
iclelf, in his cauſe. We muſt teſtify a grateful ſenſe of 
his love, and a pure deſire: to promote his glory, by 
ſacrificing eaſe, intereſt, reputation, and life itſelf, when 
we are required, for his ſake. - An inordinate attach- 
ment to preſent enjoyments will ruin us for ever; hut 
a cheerful renunciation of every thing dear and valuable 
upon earth, in the ſervice of Chriſt, will be mig; 
with eternal bleſſedneſs hereafterr. 

Are any deterred, by ſuch conſiderations, from 601. 
lowing the Saviour? Then make your choice, and; if 
you pleaſe, prefer the world to him. Secure its beſt 
delights, and, if it be poſſible, poſſeſs the whole of its 
pomps, its dominion, or its pleaſures: what will you 
have gained? Can you eſtimate your profit, when you 
{hall be rejected of God, and your ſouls loſt, beyond 

the power of recovery, for ever? Is there any equiva- 
lent to be offered, by which you could purchaſe'a re- 
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leaſe from hell, or even a mitigation of its torments? 
And are your immortal ſpirits in danger of periſhing? 
Ves: the Judge ſtandeth before the door; “ the Son 
of man ſhall come,” with all the glory of his divine 
majeſty, and with the whole retinue of heaven; and 
you muſt appear at his tribunal, to receive © according 
to your works,” What, then, have you to look for at 
his hands, if you have oppoſed his cauſe, or, through 
the baſe principle of fear or ſname, have declined the 
profeſſion of his Goſpel, or the ſociety of his people? 
Think you, that he will then own you, and number you 
among his ſaints? No: he will ſeparate you from the 
company of thoſe, to whom you durſt not avow an at- 
tachment upon earth; he will reject you with abhor- 
rence, and conſign you to a ſtate of unutterable conſu. 
ſion, torment, and deſpair. 

Such was the purport of our Lord's ſolemn admo- 
nitions; and in the ſame manner ſhould ſinners of the 
preſent day be warned. Perhaps the objection might 
be raiſed, If he were indeed of that exalted dignity, 
which he repreſented, why did not his glory immedi- 
ately appear? And it might be with a view to obviate 
the difficulty, that he aſſured the perſons around him, 
that ſome of them ſhould not die, till they had ſeen a 
grand exhibition of his majeſty, which might be con- 
ſidered as the commencement of his government. 
Some have ſuppoſed that this referred to his transfi- 
guration, which ſoon followed; but it has more gene- 
rally been explained of that remarkable diſplay of his 
power, which took place in the deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem, to the overthrow of his enemies, and the eſta» 
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bliſhment of his Church. That event he frequently 


deſcribed as his coming; and it was an awful emblem 
of his future and more illuſtrious advent for the final 
judgment of the world. a 

His predictions have been in part failed; and in 
due time, when his righteous purpoſes are effected, 
they will all have their full completion. He will be 
revealed in his glory, as he hath told us; © and every 
eye ſhall ſee him,” How ſhall we ftand before him ? 
What is our hope and expectation ? Does the proſpect 
of his manifeſtation fill us with delight ? For fo it ought . 
to do, if we be indeed partakers of his ſalvation. - It 
is the privilege of his faithful people to look and long 
for his appearing, crying, Come, Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly,” But ſuch as remain at enmity againſt him, 
have abundant cauſe to dread © the day of the Lord.” 
In vain wilt they call upon the rocks' and mountains 
to cover them, and hide them from his/face.. + They 
muſt be arraigned at his bar; and their everlaſting 
doom ſhall be pronounced from his mouth. May we 
find mercy of the Lord in that day and um own 
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—expelled an evil ſpirit, which his Apoſtles could not. 

warned them of his approaching ſufferings — paid the ſas 
' cred tribute by a miracle-=/uggefted © folemn cautions 

againſt ambition, offences, ' contempt of any the weakeſt 

believers, ſeverity and og! ne an e 
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Tux Lord Telus Chriſt lite upon Ry in a 
ſtate of profound humiliation: the brightneſs of his 
original glory being obſcured by the infirmities of hu- 
manity, and the external meanneſs of his condition. 
His example, indeed, his preaching, and his miracles, 
proved him to be, not only ſuperior to the children of 
men, but the Lord from heaven.” There were alſo 
certain occaſions, on which his true dignity was diſ- 
played in a very ſignal manner. The following inſtance 
is of that kind; and it ſeems to have been intended, not 
for vain parade, but for important Pye to himſelf 
and others. 

About a week after the folemn addref to his diſ- 
ciples, which was laſt mentioned, he retired to a high 
mountain (ſuppoſed by ſome to be mount Tabor), 
2 for 
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for the purpoſes of ſecret devotion . He ſelected 
three out of the twelve, Peter, James, and John, his 
favoured attendants, that they might be witneſſes of a 
grand exhibition of his glory, as they ſoon afterwards 
were of his diſtreſſing agony in the garden of Gethſe- 
mane. In their preſence, as he offered up his fervent 
ſupplications, he aſſumed a moſt magnificent appear- 
ance, putting off, for a ſeaſon, © the form of a ſervant 
and the likeneſs of men, and diſcovering, his proper 
character, while he ſhone with the luſtre of divine ma- 
jeſty. His countenance became bright and dazzling, 
as the ſun in the firmament; and ſuch a ſplendour co- 
vered his whole-body, that the rays, as it were, darted 
through his garments, which alſo were luminous and 
ſparkling as the light itſelf, Two eminent perſons. 
likewiſe, who had been honoured in his ſervice upon 
earth, Moſes and Elijah, then attended him from che 
world of ſpirits, in a glittering reſplendent form, and 
converſed with him on the grand deſign of his incarna- 
tion, the ſacrifice which he was ſhortly to make for the 
ſins of mankind, by his crucifixion at Jeruſalem, |, +7 

A ſight ſo wonderful, might well. overwhelm the 
three Apoſtles. At firſt, they, had fallen aſleep through 
fatigue ; but being awakened, probably by the exceed- 
ing brightneſs of the appearance, they beheld the aſto- 
niſhing ſpectacle, and heard the concluſion of the con- 
ference, Peter, in particular, experienced ſo rapturous 
a ſurpriſe upon the occaſion, that he exclaimed, & Maſ- 
ter, it is good for us to be here, and propoſed to ereck 
tabernacles for the accommodation of their Lord and 


* Matt, xvii, 1— 13. Mark ix. 2—13. Luke ix. 2836. 
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his two illuſtrious attendants, as if he could have Tpent 
his life upon the mount, amidſt ſuch tranſcendent glory; 
and with fuch exalted company. But he ſcarcely un- 
derftood the meaning of his own words, | 
This was' not the whole. Immediately a dining 
cloud, as a token of the divine preſence, perhaps re- 


ſembling the ancient Shechinah, overſhadowed them, 


and impreſſed them with folemn awe; while a voice 
from heaven proclaimed Jeſus to be the Son of the 
eternal Father, and the object of his ſupreme compla- 
cency, and required an earneſt regard and an unfeigned 
fubmiſſion to him. Here, then, was a clear revelation, 
and a near reproach of the Deity. But was not the 


grand exhibition too much for human powers to ſuſ- 


tain? Alas! fuch is our ſtate of infirmity, and ſuch the 
effect of guilt upon the conſcience, that the moſt ad- 


vanced ſaints in this world would feel ſome degree of 


terror, if God were to manifeſt himſelf to them in his 
glorious majeſty, though ſweetly tempered with grace 
and mercy. If our eyes ſhould behold the Lord of hoſts, 
we could not but adopt the language of Job, I ab- 
hor myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes ; we could 
not help exclaiming like the prophet, Woi is me! for 
I am undone, becauſe I am a man of unclean lips 4 ;" 
or we ſhould ſay as Peter, © Depart from me: for I am 
a ſinful man, O Lord 3.“ So theſe three diſtinguiſhed 
diſciples © fell on their _ and were ſore afraid.” But 
Jeſus, who undertakes to introduce his people into the 
preſence of God, atid to give them confidence before 
him, immediately eee for their ſupport and com- 


Job lil. 6. Ia. Mi. 5. Luke v. 8. 
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fort. He put his hands on them, and encouraged them 
to ariſe, and lay aſide their fears. 

The transfiguration was ended; the A vilit- 
ants diſappeared; and Jeſus, being left alone with his 
Apoſtles, charged them not to divulge what they had 


| ſeen, till after his reſurrection. Perhaps, their account 


of it would not have been credited before that event, 
and it might have produced fome dangerous conſe- 
quences. It ſhould ſeem, that they expected Elijah's 
continuance among them, and were ſurpriſed at his be- 
ing withdrawn. For it was commonly ſuppoſed from 
Malachi's prediction, that he would return to dwell on 
the earth, to effect a general reformation, and thus pre- 
pare the way for the kingdom of Meffiah *. But Je- 
ſus taught them, that the prophecy had been already 
fulfilled in its ſpirit; John the Baptiſt, who-reſembled- 
Elijah in his zeal and habits of auſterity, had 1 
for thoſe purpoſes, which were predictet. | 
And what impreſſion does the narration of this ga- 
gular viſion make upon our minds? It is circumſtan· 
tially related, and confidently atteſted, not only by 
three Evangeliſts, but by one of thoſe who were eye - 
witneſſes of it. St. Peter produces it as a ſtrong proof, 
that they had not « followed cunningly deviſed fables,” 
but that Jeſus was indeed what they had heard him 
declared to be by a voice from heaven, the Son of 


God f.“ And are we receiving him as the beloved of 


the Father? Do we admire, praiſe, and truſt him? Are 


we allo, as the Father, © well TY in him? Do we 


g ert iS 58 35.314 
| Mal. iv. 5, * 3 
T 2 Pet. i. 1619. See alſd 1 Pin i. —3. 
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feel a holy complacency and delight in his mediation, 
as a ſufficient ground of hope and confidence towards 
God? Do we hear him, as our Teacher to inſtruct, our 
Saviour to comfort, and our Lord to command us? 
Then by faith we behold an unſpeakable glory in him, 
though not that outward luſtre, ſo dazzling to the bo- 
dily fight upon the mount. Then we ſhall not only 
conſider him as © the man Chriſt Jeſus,” but believe 
that the ſplendour of the divine majeſty reſides in him, 
and we ſhall devoutly worſhip him, as © our Lord and 
our God.” | | | 

It is probable, that the transfiguration was intended 
to animate and ſtrengthen Jeſus himſelf, who in his hu- 
man nature might be ready to faint under the appre- 
henſion of his approaching ſufferings, as well as to pre- 
vent his choſen companions from being ſtaggered by 
the depth of his humiliation. They were, therefore, 
the better prepared to attend him in the garden of 
Gethſemane, and to ſtand by his croſs on mount Cal- 
vary. They beheld a token of his future glory, an 
emblem of that tranſcendent brightneſs which he ſhould 
poſſeſs upon his return to heaven: and we conſider it, 
alſo, as in ſome ſort a repreſentation of that magnificent 
and awful appearance, when, © being in the form of 
God,” he ſhall come again © to judge the quick and 
dead,” accompanied with a grand retinue, not merely 
Moſes and Elijah, but © ten thouſand of his ſaints.” 
The proſpect thould cheer and revive your hearts, if 
indeed you are his faithful diſciples. You ſhall be 
witneſſes and partakers of his triumphant exaltation: 
te when Chriſt, who is our life, ſhall appear, then ſhall 
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ye alſo appear with him in glory *.” You likewiſe 
ſhall be transfigured, * You ſhall be like him, for you 
ſhall ſee him as he is +,” and © ſhall ſhine forth as the 
ſun in the kingdom of your Father 4.“ Then it may 
be faid in the higheſt ſenſe, © Lord, it is good for us 
to be here.” From that holy mount you will never 
be called down: and the glory, which is there to Ns re- 
vealed, “ fadeth not away,” 

When Jeſus returned to his other diſciples, whom 
he had left behind, he found them engaged in diſpu- 
tation with the Scribes, who, probably, were endea- 
vouring to ſubvert their faith d. Upon his appear- 
ance, the vaſt multitudes of people, who ſurrounded 
them, ran with eager joy to expreſs their reſpect. But 
they were ſtruck with amazement ; and, though we are 
not acquainted with the cauſe, it is poſſible, that this 
effect might be produced by ſome remaining luſtre, 
which they obſerved in his countenance : for thus: the 
face of Moſes ſhone, when he deſcended from Sinai. 

Amongſt the great numbers, who flocked around 
him, one perſon in particular, under extreme anguiſh, 
folicited his aid. He brought his fon, his only child, 
who, inſtead of being a comfort to him, was a ſpectacle 
of horror, afflited with lunacy, convulſed with fits, and 
tortured in various ways through the poſſcflion of an 
evil-ſpirit. The father, repreſenting the caſe, kneeled 
as an humble ſupplicant at the feet of Jeſus, and cried, 
© Lord, have mercy on my fon :—if thou canſt do any 
thing, have compaſſion on us, and help us.“ In this 

* Col. iii.4 + John iii. 2. f Matt. wii. 49. 

5 Matt. xvii. 14, Ke. Mark ix. 14—33. Luke ix. 37945. 
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very application, the man diſcovered ſome degree of 
dependence; but doubt and heſitation ſeemed to be 
mixed with it: and perhaps his principles were ſhaken 
by the oppoſition of the Scribes, and by the failure of 
the diſciples, who had tried in vain to effect the cure. 
Jeſus, therefore, required a more decided teſtimony of 
his faith, and obſerved, that no deliverances were too 
great to be expected in an humble reliance upon him. 
The poor petitioner, being inſtantly convicted of his 
weakneſs, exclaimed, with evident marks of diſtreſs, 
t Lord, I believe, help thou mine uabelicf.” The 
confeſſion was accepted, and the prayer granted, The 
Saviour did not even upbraid him with his diſtruſt, but 
proceeded to perform his requeſt, He rebuked and 
expelled the devil, who ſeemed unwilling to relinquiſh 
his hold, and, even in the act of departing, grievouſly 
tormented the unhappy patient. After ſuffering ſome 
violent agonies, the ſon was reſtored in perfect health 
to his rejoicing parent. 

Lou alſo, who now come unto Jeſus, ſhould diſcloſe 
the troubles of your mind, and © pour out your heart 
before him:“ in every inſtance, it will be proper for 
you to cry, © Lord, have mercy on us.” But beware 
of entertaining any fears or ſuſpicions, which are dif- 
honourable to his character. No queſtion ought to be 
made, concerning his ability, or his diſpoſition, to help. 
« Canſt thou believe?” is the grand inquiry: for his 
bleſſings are communicated only to them, who confide 
| in him. Difficulties, perhaps, ariſe, which ſtagger you, 

and fill you with miſgivings. Confeſs and lament this 
weakneſs before him, praying that he may pardon and 
remove 
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remove it, and not withhold his favour, through diſ- 
pleaſure at the ſin. Lord, I believe; help thou mine 
unbelief,” Nor ſhould you entreat him for yourſelves 
alone, but for your friend, or your child in diſtreſs. In 
all circumſtances, he can extend the relief, which you 
want. | $49 183 
The diſciples, as we have intimated, in vain at- 
tempted to expel the demon: and at this they expreſſed 
their wonder, when they had retired with their Maſter. 
They had wrought many miraculous cures before, and, 
perhaps, for that very reaſon, were too ſelf-ſufficient, 
or had forgot their entire dependence upon him for all 
their ſucceſs. At leaſt; in this inſtance there was a fai- 
lure of their faith; and, accordingly, he taught them, 
that it was only by maintaining a conſtant, though fee- 
ble and doubting, reliance upon him, they could per- 
form the moſt aſtoniſhing operations. He further ob- 
ſerved, that it was neceſſary to implore divine aſſiſtance, 
eſpecially on ſolemn occaſions and in great difficulties, 
by a more than ordinary meaſure of devotion and hu- 
miliation. | | 
We are not called to the ſame high office, or in- 
veſted with the ſame powers, as the Apoſtles. But we 


have all, in our reſpective places, continual need of 


God's ſtrengthening and ſupporting hand. In the 
view of our ſeveral duties and trials, we may ſee reaſon 
to cry out, © Who is ſufficient for theſe things? Per- 
haps, our good endeavours have miſcarried, becauſe of 
our unbelief. With what temper of mind, have we 
ſet ourſelves to combat our ſpiritual enemies? Shall we 
wonder, that we have been defeated, or that our cor- 
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ruptions ſtill retain. their aſcendancy, notwithſtanding 
our oppolition ? For is it not true, here alſo, that the 
victory, we ſeek, cannot be obtained, ce but by prayer 
and faſting?” 

From the mount of transfiguration, Jeſus. paſſed 
through different parts of Galilee. There he ſought 
opportunities, of privacy, that he might open to his 


diſciples, more fully than he had done before, his ap- 


proaching ſufferings, death, and reſurrection. The 
ſubject had been repeatedly mentioned, but they were 
dull of apprehenſion, and unwilling to admit it. They 
ſtill looked for temporal dominion, and therefore could 
not bear to hear of his loſing his life in an ignominious 
and violent manner. They were diftreſſed and con- 
founded, and yet afraid to diſcloſe their difficulties. 
He, however, enduring. with much indulgence their 
ignorance, ambition, and unbelief, continued to ſuggeſt 
his cautions, that he might gradually correct their miſ- 
takes, The croſs, of Chriſt has ever been matter of 
offence, and is fo in our own day. This humbling 
ſcheme is what a proud and carnal mind cannot reliſh; 
and therefore it is accounted “ fooliſhneſs.” We are 
infinitely indebted to the mercy. of God, who has recti- 


fied, our notions and ſubdued our prejudices, if we are 


brought to admire 1t, to truſt and rejoice in. it. For 
after all the vain cavils of preſumptuous men, it ĩs c the 
power of God and the wiſdom of God.“ But you, who 
are averſe to this method of ſalvation, ſhould conſider, 
that it is not for you to preſeribe unto, God. Submit 
implicitly to his gracious appointment, nor dare to 
quarrel with his terms. Beg of him to pardon your 

perverſeneſs, 
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perverſeneſs, and give you more clearly to comprey 
hend, what may for the preſent appear obſcure or in- 


conſiſtent. 


When Jeſus came to Capernaum, it was inquired 
by the collectors, whether he did not uſually pay the 
tribute; and his conduct upon that occaſion was nar- 
rowly watched. Jeſus diſcuſſed the ſubject in private 
with his Apoſtle Peter. He argued that he, as the Son 
of God, might plead a peculiar exemption from bears 
ing the expenſe of ſupporting his Facher's houſe, (for 
the levy was probably that for the ſervice of the tem- 
ple) and that this ſhould be laid upon ſtrangers rather 
than upon him. Bur to avoid offence, and to guard 
againſt a dangerous abuſe of his example, he agreed 
to diſcharge the claim. But whence was the money to 
be furniſhed ? According to his directions, Peter caſt 
an hook into the ſea, and a fiſh bearing in its mouth 
a ſilver coin to the full amount of the tribute, preſent- 
ed itſelf as an eaſy prey, at the very time and place in 
which it was wanted, This extraordinary method of 
payment diſplayed his power and condeſcenſion: his 
condeſcenſion, in ſubmitting to ſuch a ſtate of extreme 
poverty, though he was Lord of all, that he could not 
without a miracle produce the very ſmall ſum, ſufficient 
to anſwer the demand; and his power, inaſmuch as all 
creatures were compelled to yield obedience to him, in 
whatever way they were required. | 

Let us not then complain of our contracted eireum ; 
ſtances; while we contemplate Jeſus in ſo mean a con- 
dition: nor let us heſitate to truſt ourſelves under his 
care, when we ſee how eaſy it is for him to procure 
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money for neceſſary uſes, He has taught us to con- 
tribute cheerfully, in our reſpective ſtations, whatever 
may be needful for the ſupport of religion and civil 
government. © Render, therefore, to all their dues; 
tribute, to whom tribute is due; cuſtom, to whom cuſ- 
tom *.” Withhold not from any, their juſt or reaſon- 
able demands. If you profels to be followers of Jeſus, 
you will feel the force of his motive; and ſtudy to give 
no offence, The fear of increaſing the prejudices of 
the world againſt the Goſpel will make you circum- 
ſpect in this, as well as in other inſtances of your con- 
duct. 

Our Lord, having called the twelve around him, in 
the houſe where he was retired, addreſſed them with 
all the affection of a father, inſtructing, warning, and 
reproving them, as might be moſt expedient, accord- 
ing to their circumſtances f. He had overheard them 
debating upon the road, concerning the right of prece- 
dency in his kingdom; for, till expecting a temporal 
dominion, and being too much under the influence of 
an ambitious ſpirit, they were all eager to obtain the 
higheſt places of preferment, But, when he had in- 
quired the ſubje& of their diſpute, and they ſeemed 
aſhamed to avow it, he ſpoke to their ſecret thoughts, 
and ſuggeſted, that, to be truly honourable in his ac- 
count, they muſt poſſeſs other diſpoſitions, and excel 
in humility. At length, they introduced the matter 
openly, finding that it was not concealed, and aſked 
plainly, Who is the greateſt ?? To this he replied, 

* Rom. xiii, 7. | 

+ Matt. xvii. 1, &c. Mark ix, 33, Ke. Luke ix, 46—49. 
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while he took an infant in his arms, that, except they 
were converted to God, and rendered meek, teachable, 
and free from deſigns of guile and aſpiring views like 
little children, they would not only attain no exaltation, 
but have no ſhare at all in his kingdom; and that the 
perſon, who diſcovered moſt of an unfeigned lowlineſs 
of mind, ſtood the higheſt in his favour, 

And are we duly ſenſible of the ſpiritual nature of 
our religion? Are we not aiming at worldly grandeur 
and pre-eminence, inſtead of attending to the frame of 
our fouls ? What have we known of real converſion of 
heart? Is not the very term-treated with profane ridi- 
cule, as if the mention of it proved a man a viſionary 
and an enthuſiaſt? But, ſurely, if converſion were ſo 
abſolutely neceſſary in our Lord's time, it cannot now 
be diſpenſed with, however the idea may be ſcorned 
among us. Where ſhall we look for Chriſtian humi- 
lity? Do all, who pretend to be the diſciples of Jeſus, 
bear evident marks of a child-like ſimplicity, ſubmiſ- 
ſion, and dependence? Or rather, is not ſuch a diſpo- 
ſition derided as deſpicable meanneſs? How ſtrange, 
that thoſe ſhould retain the name of Chriſtianity, who 
are aſhamed of its peculiar excellencies and moſt eſſen- 
tial attributes! Do we judge of our growth in grace, 
by the criterion here laid down? Do we become more 
and more abaſed in ourſelves? Have we a deeper ſenſe 
of the malignity of fin, and of our extreme depravity ? 
Do we learn to truſt, more unreſervedly, to the help 
of God, and daily to maintain faith in the Redeemer, 
more firmly, for every bleſſing? Thus only ſhall we 
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prove our advancement in the divine life, and our ide 
greſs towards heaven. 

Jeſus, having mentioned one diſtinguiſhing part in 
the character of his-people, proceeded to ſhew, what 4 
tender regard ſhould be paid to them. He declared; 
that whatever favour was done unto any of them, though 
it were one as feeble as the infant in his arms, he would 
conſider it as done unto himſelf; but that a contempt 
of them, or a deliberate purpoſe to turn them out of 
the way, or interrupt them in their courſe, would be 
followed by a punithment, infinitely more tremendous 
than any temporal deſtruction. Alas! how many ſuch 
ſtumbling-blocks are laid before us, as not only ob- 
ſtrut the weak, but prove fatal to the ſouls of thou- 
ſands ! So circumſtanced, indeed, as we now are, theſe 
things are to be expected: by inevitable conſequence 
they will occur, But how provoking to God; how 
terrible the effects! © Wo unto the world, becauſe 
of offences! Wo to that man, by whom the offence 
cometh !” | 
Would you avoid the awful denunciation ? Then 
beware, leſt there be ſomething in your temper and 
conduct, which may be the means of ſeducing others, 
or prejudicing their minds againſt the truth of God, 
Attend to what the Saviour has ſuggeſted in his ſolemn 
exhortation. Whateyer gratification or proſpect of 
gain may obſtruct the great buſineſs of ſalvation, you 
muſt totally relinquiſh | it, though as dear to you, and 
in your eſtimation as neceſſary, as a hand, a foot, or 
an eye. Do not heſitate, becauſe the mortification is 
painful, It were far better, ſurely, to ſuffer the ſever- 
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eſt operation, to cut off the hand of the foot, or to 
pluck out the eye, than expoſe youtſelves or others 
to eternal miſery. No inconvenience or diſtreſs, to 
which you can be called here, is to be compared to 


thoſe endleſs torments, which are reſerved for the un- 


godly. Does not the deſcription excite an hotrible 
dread, while it is expreſsly declared, three times toge- 
ther, that in hell © their worm dieth not, and the fire 
is not quenched ?” The ſacrifices under the Mofaic 
law were ſprinkled with ſalt * ; in allufion to yhich it 
is aſſerted, that © every one,” falling a ſacrifice to the 
juſtice of God, © ſhall be ſalted with fire; and this re- 
preſents the fierceneſs and durable nature of thoſe 
fames, to which the impehitent will be doomed. 
Would you eſcape them? The direction is clear: 
te every ſacrifice ſhall be ſalted with ſalt ;“ that is, 
every one, truly devoted to God, and whom he will 
accept, muſt be conſecrated to his ſervice by his grace, 
which alone can purify and preſerve the foul. This is 
« the ſalt, which you muſt obtain; or elſe, notwith= 
ſtanding your religious profeſſion, you will be worthleſy 
and contemptible. 

The ſubject being important, Jeſus ronald to 
enforce an affectionate regard to the leaſt and meaneſt 
of his members. While he held the child in his arms, 
he obſerved, that we ought not to deſpiſe even ſuch an 
infant, upon which the very Angels are commiſſioned 
to attend: much leſs, then, ſhould we diſdain the weak - 
eſt believers, (repreſented by the babe) ro whom the 
higheſt orders of the exalted ſpirits before the throne 


* Lev. ii. 13. + See Biſhop Hurd's Sermon on this text. 
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of God continually miniſter. Nay, to reſcue them from 


deſtruction was the end, for which © the Son of man” 


came into the world. He is that good Shepherd, 
who ſeeks the wandering ſheep, and rejoices in its re- 


covery, even more than in the reſt of his flock, which 


are already ſecured within his fold. We, alſo, ſhould 


poſſeſs a ſimilar diſpoſition; and, therefore, ſo far from 
obſtructing the ſalvation of any ſoul, we ſhould GC 
in promoting it. ; 

Even a Chriſtian brother may ſometimes act incon- 


ſiſtently, and we may ſuffer through his miſconduct. 


But we are not therefore raſhly to abandon him, or in- 
duulge a vindictive temper. We are immediately to 

attempt his reſtoration, firſt by private admonitions, 

then by the interference of a few common friends, and, 
if that method ſhould be ineffectual, by the more pub- 
lic cenſures of the religious community, to which we 
belong. Ir is only, when every effort fails, that we may 
proceed to the painful extremity, and renounce all fel- 
lowſhip with him. Perhaps, this expedient may be 
falutary ; at leaſt, it will be proper. And, that diſci- 
pline might be maintained in his Church, our Lord has 
aſſured us, that the deciſions of his miniſters and peo- 
ple, acting in his name and from a regard to his glory, 
ſhall be ratified in heaven. Not only for the regula- 
tion of a Chriſtian ſociety, but for the encouragement 
of all to meet and offer their united prayers in a de- 
pendence upon him, he ſolemnly promiſed, that their 
petitions ſhould be granted, and their aſſemblies ho- 
noured with his own immediate preſence. Even for 
the ſmalleſt companies the bleſſing is. intended. 

« There,” 
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« There,” ſaid he, * am J in the midſt of them.” 
How exalted is the language! How gracious the de- 
claration! He can be no other than the Omnipotent 
Jehovah, who “ filleth heaven and earth,“ ſince he 


engages to manifeſt himſelf in all the various places 


where his people meet, at the fame moment of time. 
He ſpeaks alſo in terms peculiar to the Deity, I AM.“ 
Yer © as his majeſty is, ſo is his mercy.” He will not 
be unmindful of them, who ſeek him, Let them aſſo- 
ciate together in his name, profeſſing their regard to 
him, and offer up their joint petitions, © with one mind 
and one mouth” pleading its merits, and they ſhall 
know, that he is in the midſt of them, by the ſtrength 
and comfort of his Spirit. Surely, the promiſe ſhould . 
enliven our affections, and enlarge our expectations, in 
his ſervice. 

As our Lord had inſiſted on the manner, in which 
diſſenſions between Chriſtians ſhould be healed, Peter 
took occaſion to propoſe the inquiry, how often for- 
giveneſs ſhould be extended to an offending brother, 
as if ſome limits ſhould be affixed to the exerciſe of our 
patience and forbearance. But Jeſus, in his reply, has 
taught us, that, if injuries ſhould be multiplied againſt 
us without number, we ſhould ſtill be ready to pardon 
not merely © until ſeven times, but until ſeventy times 
leven;” and even that our lenity to others ſhould be 
as unbounded as that of God is towards us. This 
aſtoniſhing compaſſion and grace of our God is repre- 
ſented in an affecting parable. He is the great King, 
Who ce takes account of his ſervants,” and to whom 


we are indebted in a larger ſum, than we are able to 
6 Compute. 
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compute. Should he rigorouſly demand payment; our 
caſe would indeed be deſperate. Let us try the effect 
of an humble application to his mercy, He will not 
proceed in ſtrict juſtice againſt us, if, under a deep 
conviction of our wretchedneſs, we cry, Lord, have 
patience with us.” He will inſtantly and freely remit 
the whole claim. Has he done this for us? And do 
we not feel a grateful ſenſe of his goodneſs ? Or, where 
is the perſon, who, with the hope of having received 
ſuch a gracious diſcharge from his Lord, can retain 
ſentiments of anger and revenge againſt an offending 
brother, who implores forgiveneſs? This ſtrange in- 
conſiſtency is exhibited in the character of the unmer- 
ciful man, who experienced ſuch clemency from his 
Maſter, when his own debt was immenſe, and yet ex- 
ated from his poor fellow-ſervant, with extreme ſeve- 
rity, the payment of a few paltry pence. So trifling 
are all the injuries, which we can poſſibly ſuſtain from 
one another, compared with our manifold and heinous 
provocations againſt God. If, then, in the warmth of 
our reſentment, we conclude, that our brother has no 
claim to our compaſſion, and we refuſe to extend auy 
mercy to him, what do we, but paſs ſentence upon our- 
telves? The indignation of the Lord, who had ſhewn 
ſo much tenderneſs, was rouſed againſt the inexorable 
wretch. © So likewiſe,” ſaid our divine Teacher, 
te ſhall my heavenly Father do alſo unto you, if ye 
from your hearts forgive not every one his brother 
their treſpaſſes,” - 
How tremendous 1s the thought, that a malicious, 
cruel, and revengeful diſpoſition is odious in the fight 
; of 
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of God, and, unrepented of, will bring down his hea- 
vieſt diſpleaſure ! And how forcible an argument does 
it ſuggeſt for the exerciſe of mutual forbearance, can- 
dour, and love among Chriſtians ! © Let all bitterneſs, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil-ſpeaking, 
be put away from you, with all malice. And be ye 
kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one an- 
other, even as God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven 


you “.“ 


* Eph. iv. 31, 32. 
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JESUS CHRIST. 


SECT. 23. 


Feſus reproached by his kindred—-went to the feaſt of la- 
bernacles—taught in the temple—miraculouſly preſerved 
from the rage of the people, and from the officers of the 
Sanbedrim— appealed to, concerning an adultereſs—=re- 
newed his public inſiruftions—anfwered various cavils 
— aſſerted his Deity, and * by @ miracle eſcaped 8 
violent death. 


IT was a ſtriking proof of the condeſcenſion of Jeſus, 
and no ſmall part of it, that he © endured ſuch contra- 
diction of ſinners againſt himſelf k.“ That He, who 
de jg Lord of all,” ſhould dwell in mortal fleſh, was an 
inſtance of deep humiliation : yet he ſtooped till lower, 
in bearing the malicious inſults and violent oppoſition 
of thoſe, who were not only the creatures of his hands, 
but obnoxious to his wrath, and whom he might in a 
moment have confounded and deſtroyed for ever. 
He ſuffered their perverſeneſs with unexampled pati- 
ence, and laboured inceſſantly for their good. May 
his ſervants learn from him * to be gentle unto all 
men, and in meekneſs to inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe 


1”, 


themſelves ! 


* Heb. xii. 3. 
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It has been remarked, that our Lord-continued to 
preach in Galilee ; and it is accounted for by an Evan- 
geliſt, who obſerves that he declined ſpending much 
time in the neighbourhood of Jeruſalem, becauſe of the 
murderous deſigns, which were there formed againſt 
him“. At the approach of the feaſt of tabernacles +, 
though he intended to be preſent at the celebration of 
that ſolemnity, he delayed his journey for ſome days, 
that he might attract the leſs notice. But his brethren 
(which expreſſion. includes all thoſe, who were nearly 
related), knowing his conſtant practice, wondered at 
this delay, and, with an inſolent taunt, deſired him to 
take that opportunity of going to diſplay his works at 
Jeruſalem. They meant to inſinuate, that he courted 
popularity, and aimed at nothing more than the public 
applauſe. Never was any objection more groundleſs 


or more invidious than this. His whole deportment 
manifeſted a contrary diſpoſition. But men with- a 


malevolent heart, are capable of the baſeſt miſrepreſen- 
tations. There were unbelievers, we perceive, among 
the kindred of Jeſus, and probably in the ſame houſe 
wich him, who, though witneſſes of his exemplary ho- 
lineſs and miraculous operations, derided and rejected 
lim. They, who dwell in a pious family, or, are inti- 
mately connected with a perſon eminently religious, 
enjoy peculiar advantages for their own ſpiritual im- 
provement ; but, even in ſo favourable a ſituation, they 


* ſohn vii. 1, &c. ü 
+ This was one of the grand annual feſtivals of the Jews, ap- 
pointed in remembrance of their anceſtors dwelling in tents, and 
kept for ſeven or eight days together in booths, which were built 
for that purpoſe. Lev, xxili. 34. 
my 
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may remain in ignorance and contempt of thoſe prin- 
ciples, the excellency of whick is continually before 
their eyes. We do not wonder, therefore, that the 
faithful ſervants of Chriſt are often ſhamefully calum- 
niated by thofe, who are nearly allied to them; eſpe- 
cialy as we obſerve ſuch malignant reproaches caſt 
upon their Lord and Maſter. 

Jeſus replied, that he was aware, how much hatred 
he had incurred by his ſevere reproofs, and, therefore, 
that he ſhould not yet venture himſelf amongſt his de- 
cided enemies. He further remarked, that this reaſon 
need not detain them, ſince their conduct was ſo agree- 
able to the ſpirit of the world, as to excite no diſeuſt 
or malevolence. The obſervation accounts for all the 
violence of perſecution, which is raiſed againſt thoſe, 
who boldly condemn the ſinful practices of their own 
times, and ſhews allo, that it may be avoided by a 
mean and ſervile compliance with the general ſenti- 
ments and manners. Perhaps, our Lord could not 
truſt himſelf even in the company of his own relations; 
and therefore he followed them, after ſome days, with 
the greateſt privacy. Had he neglected this ſervice, 
he would, probably, have been cenſured as a deſpiſer 
of religion : for there was an univerſal expectation of 
him at the feſtival, and, as he did not appear at the be- 
ginning, there was much inquiry made concerning 
him. It is evident, then, that he was regular in his 
attendance on divine ordinances ; thus he “ fulfilled all 
righteouſneſs,” and left a perfect example to his peo- 
ple. What reſemblance of him do they bear, who 


neglect the ſacred inſtitutions of God's houſe ? Do not 
their 
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their very excuſes convict them of profaneneſs, indo- 
lence, or avarice ? To tread in his ſteps, we muſt care- 
fully. obſerve the appointed times and ſolemnities of 
public worſhip. 

It might be, alſo, to avoid oſtentation as well as 
danger, that Jeſus travelled to Jeruſalem in private. 
Perhaps even there he concealed himſelf upon his firſt 
arrival; while warm debates were held concerning him, 
ſome allowing his integrity, others condemning him as 
a deceiver, and none daring to avow an attachment to 
him. But, about the midſt of the feſtival, he appeared 
in the temple, and delivered his holy inſtructions with 
an unſhaken firmneſs and intrepidity, through a pure 
zeal for the honour of God, and compaſſion for the 
ſouls of the numerous congregation then aſſembled, 
The Jews immediately perceived ſuch a depth of ſa- 
cred knowledge, as they could not account for, conſi- 
dering the meanneſs of his education. But he pro- 
ceeded to declare, that he was inveſted with a com- 
miſſion from heaven, and that his doctrine was not the 
fruit of human learning, or the deductions of reaſon, but 
a direct revelation from God. He obſerved that the 
evidences were ſuch as would convince an honeſt in- 
quirer, and that the man, who was ſeriouſly diſpoſed to 
do the will of God, would certainly attain a right un- 
derſtanding of the truth, however obſcure or abſurd ĩt 
might ſeem to others. As to himſelf, he maintained, 
that he ſought nothing but the divine glory, and 
therefore that they ſhould receive err at "Tas as no 
impoſtor. 


Vol. III. Dad The 
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The Goſpel, then, which Jeſus taught, demands our 
unfeigned regard, becauſe it'is a meſſage from God, 
Herein he {till preaches to us, as he did to the Jews of 
old. Let us examine, whether we © know of the doc- 
trine.” Are we perſuaded of its authority and excel- 
lence ? Have we a clear perception of its grand deſign? 
And have we carefully traced its diſtinguiſhing, linea- 
ments? If otherwiſe, we ſhould ſuſpect in ourſelves an 
unſoundneſs of heart, a determined love of ſin, and a 
ſpirit of preſumptuous diſobedience to God. Theſe 
are the chief cauſes of infidelity and ignorance, where 
the truth of God is ſent: and it is generally evident, 
that men's difficulties and objections betray a perverſe 
and unholy diſpoſition. 

Jeſus, by a bold appeal, accuſed his hearers of 
tranſgreſſing the law, of which they boaſted: ſome 
he even charged with harbouring deſigns of violence 
againſt his perſon. They denied the imputation, and 
inſolently reviled him for it, as if he were under the 
poſſeſſion of the devil. He, however, continued to 
aſſert, that their perſecution was moſt unreaſonable 
and malignant, ſince they made the cure of diſeaſed 
and impotent poverty, which he had performed on 
the ſabbath *, a plea for ſlander, rage, and murder, 
Ile ſhewed, how inconſiſtent it was, to condemn his, 
miraculous work of mercy, which in fact broke not the 
law of the day, and. on the fame ſacred ſeaſon them- 
ſelves to practiſe the rite of circumciſion, out of re- 
gard to Moſes, who had appointed it, and yet was not 
its original founder. Why ſhould their deciſions be 


John v. 1—16, 


3 | regulated 
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regulated | by appearances ? Why would they not form 
a juſt and impartial judgment ? 

Many of the people were impreſſed with an admi- 


ration of his courage, eſpecially when they knew that 


there were ſerious intentions of deſtroying him; and 
yet they fooliſhly concluded, that he could not be the 
Meſſiah, becauſe his extraction ſeemed incompatible 
with that high character. To theſe captious adverſa- 
ries he replied, that, notwithſtanding. their ſuppoſed 
acquaintance with him and his origin, he came to them, 
with an expreſs and full commiſſion from that God, of 
whom they were ignorant, and with whom he had the 
moſt intimate communications. Alas! how many de- 
ceive themſelves, in boaſting of cheir clear perceptions 
of the divine nature, and their ſincere regard to the 
true God, while they reject ,or, pervert the Goſpel ! 
Their very objections to the ſcheme of ſalvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt generally ariſe from groſs miſapprehen- 
lions, or a fixed hatred, of God's righteous perfections. 
Let us be willing, that He, who alone hath known the 
Father, ſhould declare him unto us. 

So pointed a reproof and ſuch high claims. were 


more than they could bear. They were filled with 


rage, and were only prevented from acts of violence 
by a ſtrong impreſſion upon their minds, which re- 
ſtrained their malice. It was not poſſible, that they 
ſhould have power to deſtroy him, till the purpoſes of 
Heaven were accompliſhed, Yet tuere were many of 
the lower order, who ſeemed convinced that he was in- 
deed the Chriſt; for they argued rightly, that the pro- 
miſed Deliverer could not perform more aſtoniſhing 

Dd 2 operations, 


404 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS 


operations, than Jeſus had done. Theſe favourable 
diſpoſitions in the people alarmed the great council of 
the Sanhedrim, which was then aſſembled; and officers 
were immediately ſent to apprehend him. But the 
malevolent deſign was baffled. Jeſus continued to 
preach, even before the face of thoſe, who were charged 
with a commiſſion to ſeize him. He warned them, 
that, notwithſtanding their oppoſition, he ſhould pro- 
ceed in his work a little longer, that ſhortly, returning 
to the ſtate of glorious exaltation, which he had leſt, 
he ſnould be removed beyond the reach of their vio- 
lence, and that they would ſeck in vain to be admitted 
into his preſence. How ſolemn the admonition! 
Alas l how few conſidered the time of their viſitation! 
How few, in our own day, conſider, that Jeſus, who 
waits upon them in the miniſtry of his word, will ſoon 
withdraw himſelf, that the gracious offers, now made, 
will never be renewed, and that an eternal ſeparation: 
muſt take place between them and that Saviour, whom 
they deſpiſe! © Where He is, thither they cannot 
come.” 

While they were puzzled to comprehend his mean-" 
ing, he proclaimed aloud the rich mercy of the Goſpel, 
inviting the application of all, who were truly defirous 
of ſpiritual bleſſings. To ſuch perſons he promiſed to 
diſpenſe the abundant influences of the Holy Ghoſt, 
for their ſupport and refreſhment. © He allo deſcribed 
thoſe precious emanations, as proceeding from be- 
lievers, and bleſſing their numerous connections, like 
ſtreams which ſcatter wide their plenty. This won- 
drous, this encouraging addreſs to the whole body of 
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the people was pronounced on the laſt day of the feaſt, 
at a time, when, it is probable, the aſſembly was larger 
than uſual; and when, as it is ſuppoſed, the officers of 
juſtice ſtood before him. On that day it was cuſtomary 
to fetch water from the fountain of Siloam, and pour 

it on the altar with great exultation. Perhaps, too, in 

teſtimony of this, they ſung at the time that remarkable 
ſentence, where the alluſion gives life to the deſcription 

of the prophet, . With joy ſhall ye draw water out of 
the wells of falvation *.“ It is thought, that upon this 
occaſion Jeſus ſtood on an eminence, and, exerting his 
voice that he might be heard by the ſurrounding mul- 

titudes, directed their attention to himſelf, as intended 
to be repreſented in that ceremony, as © the fountain 

of living waters,” communicating the moſt plentiful 

ſupplies of grace to every thirſty ſoul, 

To vs, alſo, the ſame bleſſing is offered, the ſame 
kind invitation is given. His ambaſſadors ſtill addreſs 
us, with ſimilar propoſals, . Ho, every one that thirſt- 
eth, come ye to the waters +.” The grand ſource, to 
which we are referred, remains inexhauſtible as ever; 
nor is there any thing to obſtruct our acceſs except our 
own indifference or averſion. © Let him that is athirſt, 
come: and whoſoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely J.” Have we any ardent deſires for thoſe 
ſpiritual benefits, which Jeſus confers ? It is well, if we 
be truly ſenſible of their excellence and importance. 
Let our application be made unto him, without delay, 
and with earneſt ſolicitation, He will not diſappoint 


* Iſa, xii. 3. See Biſhop Lowth on that paſſage, 
+ Iſa. lv. 1. 1 Rev. xxii. 17. 
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our wiſhes, but even exceed our largeſt expeRations 
and conceptions : and perhaps, the mercy, which we 
receive, may be conveyed to others alſo, through our 
means, for their effectual relief and ſalvation. | 
Theſe ſurpriſing declarations of Jeſus excited vari». 
ous debates among the people. Some were diſpoftd 
to honour him as a prophet, others to acknowledge him 
as the Chriſt ; but, as they haſtily concluded, that he 
was born in Galilee, it was argued that he could not 
fulfil the ancient prophecies concerning the Meſſiah, 
and they were too careleſs or too bigoted to enter 
into further inquiries. The very meg, who were em- 
ployed to apprehend him, and ſome of whom were 
diſpoſed to take him by force, liſtened to his words, 
till, under the ſtrongeſt impreſſions of admiration and 
reverence, they were unable to execute their purpoſe, 
They returned without their priſoner, and were con- 
ftrained to allege in excuſe for not fulfilling their com- 
miſſion, “ Never man ſpake like this man.” How 
eaſily can the Lord God over-awe and confound his 
enemies ! * Surely, the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee; 
the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain “.“ We 
have known many inſtances of thoſe, who, unaccount- 
ably to themſelves, have been ſuddenly obliged to re- 
linquiſh their deſigns of violence, and even to plead the 
cauſe of perſons, whom they had vowed to deſtroy, | 
Not a few have been brought to a ſtate of penitence, 
under a ſermon, while they were ſeeking objections, 
and forming malevolent intentions againſt the preacher, 


Pal. Ixxvi. 10, 


The 
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The Sanhedrim, however, were the more exaſpe- 
rated, and repreſented all, who favoured Jeſus, as igno- 
rant, deluded, and infatuated wretches, not worthy to 
be regarded. Nicodemus attempted to moderate their 
rage; but he met with a ſevere rebuke for the prudent 
advice, which he ſuggeſted; and perhaps 5 council 
broke up in confuſion. | 

The evening approached, and Jeſus end] not to 
indulge in ſenſuality or indolence, nor even to obtain 
the neceſſary refreſhment of fleep. He withdrew to 
the mount of Olives, at ſome little diftance from the 
city, where he might give vent to the ardent affections 
of his ſoul in ſecret prayer . The night, therefore, 
as well as the day, was devoted to the ſervice of God, 
with a view, probably, to the ſalvation of ſinners, for 
whom he was moſt anxiouſly concerned. Let thoſe, 
who miniſter in holy things, be inſtructed from him, 
to mix the duties of private devotion with their public 
labours, if they wiſh to be ſupported and to proſper in 
their work, 

Early in the morning he returned to the temple, and, 
not diſcouraged by the oppoſition he had met with, 
rcſumed his employment, teaching the people with the 
ſame freedom as before. His inſidious adverſaries, 
alſo, renewed their attempts, with much vigilance and 
aſſiduity, though their former ſchemes were defeated. 
Some of the Scribes and Phariſees brought an adul- 
tereſs before him, and defired his deciſion upon the 
caſe, whether or no ſhe ſhould be ſtoned, according to 
the Moſaic injunctions. Their intention was to reduce 


* John viii, 1, Kc. 
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him to a difficulty, and, from his judgment, whatever 
it might be, to prefer a ſerious charge againſt him, 
Had he pronounced ſentence upon her, they would, 
probably, have accuſed him as an enemy to the Ro- 
man government; or, if he had. acquitted her, they 
might haye calumniated him, as ſubverting their law, 
and favouring the ſin which ſhe had committed. For 
ſome time he ſeemed to pay no regard to their queſ- 
tion; but, when they urged him to reply, he ſhewed his 
knowledge of their hearts, and diſplayed his power as 
well as wiſdom, by confounding their purpoſe, His 
anſwer was, © He that is without ſin among you, let 


him firſt caſt a ſtone at her :” and it was ſuch a pointed 


application to their conſciences, and fo forcibly im- 
preſſed, that it obliged them to depart, and thus tacitly 
to acknowledge their own guilt. Immediately, the 
gracious Redeemer diſmiſſed the poor criminal without 
condemnation; for he acted not as the civil magiſtrate, 
and would not pronounce her offence unpardonable: 
but he ſolemnly admoniſhed her to fin no more. Who, 


then, ſhall preſume to contend with Him? * He diſ- 


appointeth the devices of the crafty, ſo that their hands 
cannot perform their enterpriſe “.“ But tranſgreſſors, 
even of the moſt atrocious kind, who tremble before 
him, need not deſpair of his mercy. Only let them 
remember his ſalutary caution, nor dare, in any future 
inſtance, to renew their wicked practices, | 
Jeſus continued to deliver his inſtructions to the 
people, ftill maintaining his own divine character, and 
exhibiting himſelf as the author of all ſpiritual bleſſings. 


* Jobv. 12, 
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perhaps from the view of the ſun, then breaking forth 
upon them, he took occaſion to compare himſelf to 
that grand luminary, declaring, that only by a regard 
to him we can be reſcued from fatal deluſion, and con- 


ducted in the paths of peace and joy to a ſtate of eter- 


nal bleſſedneſs above. As the feſtival was ended, many 
of his hearers, probably, were preparing to return to 
their reſpective abodes, and their common occupations. 


The brightneſs of the day was the traveller's opportu- 


nity; but Jeſus exhorted him to remember the pre- 
ſence of a better light, which would never leave him 
benighted. Are our eyes, then, directed unto Him, 


as the only ſource of wiſdom, ſtrength, and comfort to 


the ſoul? Do we diſcover any glory in him, which 
may properly, though inadequately, be repreſented: by 
that moſt reſplendent body in the firmament? Do we 
walk by his light; or are the benefits which we receive 
from him, adequate to ſuch an exalted deſcription as 
this ? : 

It was objected, that his doctrine reſted merely on 
his own affertion, and therefore could not be credited. 
But he replied, that ſufficient teſtimony of his high cha- 
racter had been already given, and that they condemn- 
ed him through the influence of carnal prejudices. 
He argued alſo, that his declarations demanded their 
implicit aſſent, as he had produced the ſtrongeſt proofs 
of his Father's preſence with him ; but that, while they 
cavilled at his claims, they ſhewed their entire igno- 
rance of his Father, as well as of him. This was a bold 
charge indeed; and, conſidering his fituation and their 
malevolence, it was wonderful, that they bore it. But 

6 | they 
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they were ſtill under an inviſible reſtraint ; as the full 
time for his being delivered into their hands was not 
arrived. He continued, therefore, to warn them, that 
he ſhould ſhortly leave them to periſh in their unbelief, 
and that then it would be too late to ſolicit an admiſ- 
ſion into his preſence, When they turned his very 


warning into ridicule, he declared more plainly, that 


he deſcended from the heavenly world, and properly 
belonged to it; but that they were entirely earthly in 
their views, affections, and purſuits, and that by reject- 
ing him they would fink under the curſe of their ſins 
into final deſtruction, 

Ah! how fooliſh as well as wicked is the i 
of thoſe, who perſiſt in oppoſing the Saviour, to their 


own inevitable ruin! They trifle away their precious 
moments, in raiſing one petulant objection after ano- 


ther, while they ſtand on the brink of eternal miſery. 
Should we not deſire to rouſe them from their lethargy ? 
What mean your indifference and levity? Have you 
forgotten that the grand concerns of your ſouls are till 
unſecured ? Inſtead of replying to your ſubtleties, we 
would faithfully denounce © the terrors of the Lord,” 
and entreat you without delay to believe in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, leſt you © die in your ſins.” 

Still unwilling to admit, perhaps deriding, his claims, 


ſome inſolently aſked, whom ke pretended to be. He 


confirmed his former aſſertions, and replied, that 
though he had many charges to bring againſt them, he 
ſhould only for the preſent maintain, that he acted by 
a ſacred commiſſion, and delivered no other doctrine, 
than what he had received from the Father. Yet, 

plain 
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plain as theſe declarations were, the people, blinded by 
their prejudices, did not comprehend his meaning. 


He, however, -foretold, that, after taking him off by 


the violent death of the croſs, they would be ſtruck with 
a conviction of his divine character and high office; 
and he folemaly aſſured them, that, though rejected 
and ſcorned by finners, he was not deſerted of his hea- 
venly Father, but was the conſtant object of his com- 
placency and delight. O let us fear to indulge a cap- 
tious diſpoſition, leſt we be given up to a reprobate 
mind! Is not this exalted Teacher © worthy of all 
acceptation ?” Why, then, do we not ſincerely and 
thankfully ſubmit to his inſtructions? Does not our 

perverſe oppoſition evince a proud and an earthly 
mind? | 
His bold and ſerious harangue, though an 
deſpiſed, produced an evident impreſſion on ſome of the 
company, who, therefore, profeſſed to regard him as 
the Meſſiah. Addreſſing himſelf to theſe perſons in 
particular, he exhorted them to yield a ſteadfaſt and 
perſevering attention to his word, and thereby to prove 
themſelves, beyond a doubt, his faithful diſciples. He 
ſubjoined a moſt gracious promiſe, that in this way they 
ſhould be enlightened with ſuch a knowledge of his 
doctrine, as would eſtabliſh them in a ſtate of glorious 
freedom. Yet ſo captious were the multitude, that 
even this very promiſe gave offence. His propoſal of 
conferring freedom implied, that they had been in ſer- 
vitude; which they reſented as à groſs inſult, boaſting. 
of their high privileges as the children of Abraham, 
Their proud and ignorant objection, however, led him 
0 
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412 
to ſhew, that his meaning was ſpiritual ; and he replied 
to the following effect: 

« Little as you may be aware of the el 
truth, I ſolemnly aſſure you, that every one, practiſing 
iniquity, is actually a ſlave to ſin, the worſt of tyrants. 
So circumſtanced, then, notwithſtanding your deſcent 
from Abraham, you are not the children of God, and 
may expect to be excluded from his houſehold. -But1, 
his only begotten Son, who am entitled to all the ho- 
nours of his family, am empowered likewiſe to confer 
them upon you; ſo that, if you receive the liberty which 
I beſtow, you will be reſcued from a ſtate of miſerable 
bondage, and the moſt exalted privileges be ſecured to 
you for ever. You boaſt and I allow your extraction 
from an illuſtrious Patriarch: but his genuine offspring 
are not, as you are, incenſed at my doctrine, nor filled 
with murderous rage againſt me, My word has place 
in'them, though not in you. I declare the will of my 
Father, that which I know to be ſo, from the moſt in- 
timate acquaintance with his mind: and you alſo ſhew 
by your deportment, what you have learned from your 
father.“ 

Here they interrupted him, ſtill maintaining that they 
ſprang from no other than Abraham. But Jeſus pro- 
ceeded ;—© Were you indeed the children of Abra- 
ham, you would tread in his ſteps: but how widely do 
you differ from him in your ſpirit and conduct, while 
you are aiming at my life, for boldly aſſerting among 
you the truth of God! Your actions correſpond with 
the original, from which you are derived.” This in- 
ſinuation they conſidered as reproachful to their cha- 


racer, 


— 


a X gun dns Aa ac 


the 
ſeri 
tan, 


JESUS CHRIST. | 413 


rater, and contended that God was their Father.. The. 
Saviour anſwered ;—* If. ſuch were your near relation 
to God, you would diſcover an affectionate regard to 
me, who am his immediate offspring, and have received. 
my commiſſion from him alone. To what ſhall I aſ- 
ccibe your ignorance of my meaning, but to your car- 
nal diſpoſitions, which have effectually ſtopped your 
ears againſt me? You, therefore, belong to another fa- 


mily, and are evidently the children of the wicked one, 
whole very tempers you betray : he has been uniformly . 


ſeeking the deſtruction of mankind, and, by the baſeſt 
treachery and falſehood, oppoſing divine truth: he is the 

parent of murder and of lies. You reject me, merely 
becauſe I have faithfully declared to you the counſel of 
God. I dare appeal to you, prejudiced as you. are, 
that you cannot bring any charge of guilt againſt me: 
and, if you muſt admit my integrity, why will you not 
credit my aſſertions? Every one, who is born of God, 


and under the influence of his grace, will yield a ſerious 


attention and an unreſerved ſubmiſſion to his will, in 
whatever manner it be revealed: this, therefore, cannot 
be your character, as you prove by mou Nee and 
obſtinate unbelief.“ 00 
Theſe ſevere reproofs exaſperated the Jews All more, | 

ſo that they replied with manifeſt rancour, that they 
were now juſtified in their ſuſpicions of him, as being 
an enemy to their religion, like the Samaritans, and 
acting under the inſtigation of the devil. He repelled 
tne blaſphemous charge with ſingular meckneſs, ob- 
ſerving, that ſo far from having connections with Sa- 
tan, he had uniformly ſhewn, what had brought their 
contempt 
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contempt upon him, a zealous regard to his Father's 
glory ; that, though he might be indifferent about his 
own perſonal honour, yet there was One, who would 


aſſert it to their entite condemnation; He added, alſo, 
the moſt gracious and ſolemn proteſtations; for the en- 

couragement of the penitent, that the ſincere believer 
in him ſhould never taſte the bitterneſs, or come under 
the power, of death. The precious promiſe, no lef 
than his reproofs, incenſed them, and confirmed them 


in the perſuaſion, that he was actuated by a diabolical 
influence, They groſsly miſapprehended him, as if 


none of his followers ſhould ſuffer even the diſſolution 
of the body, and inſolently aſked, what privilege of dig- 
nity he claimed, beyond the ancient prophets. 

He anſwered, © If my claims were unſupported, they 


might ſafely be deſpiſed ; but I appeal to the atteſta- 
tions of that God, to whom you profeſs to ſtand ih a 
peculiar relation. Alas! your pretences are falſe and 


preſumptuous: on the contrary, I poſſeſs the moſt per- 
fect knowledge of him, and yield a conſtant and exact 
obedience to him. You reje& me with ſcorn; but 
Abraham, your great progenitor, ſhewed the higheſt 
poſſible reſpect for my character, looking forwards with 
ardent defires to the day of my appearance, and, by 


faith, exulting in the proſpect.“ Thus he plainly de- 


clared himſelf to be the Meſſiah, whilſt they continued 
moſt fooliſhly ro carp at his expreſſions, as implying 


that he had been cotemporary with Abraham upon the 


earth. To give the moſt deciſive anſwer to their ca- 
vils, and to aſſert his own Deity, in expreſs and un- 
equivocal terms he added, while he called their atten- 

| Eo tion 


. 
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tion as to a certain and intereſting truth, © Before 
Abraham was, I am.” This language was too clear 
to be miſunderſtood, and it contains a doctrine too im- 
portant to be abandoned. The very mode of ſpeaking, 
which he adopted, 1s peculiar to the Godhead; and it 
amounts to a full proof, that he is the unchangeable 
Jehovah, who remains © the ſame” from everlaſting to 
everlaſting, and, therefore, that the ages and genera- 
tions of men make no difference in his exiſtence, He 
afirmed, then, that he is that very God, who revealed 
himſelf to Moſes by that adorable name, I am “.“ 
In this ſenſe, it ſhould ſeem, they received it; for im- 
mediately, conceiving him to be guilty of blaſphemy, 
as he would have been on the ſuppoſition of his mere 
humanity, they prepared to ſtone him; and he eſcaped 
from their fury, only by a miracle, concealing himfelf 
from their obſervation, while he withdrew from the tu- 
multuous aſſembly. 

How remarkable was the whole of this debate! It 
exhibits a ſtriking repreſentation of the blindneſs and 
perverſeneſs of ſinners, as alſo of the meekneſs and con- 
deſcenſion of the Saviour. Thoſe, whoſe office calls 
them to maintain and propagate the Goſpel, may ex- 
pect a ſimilar oppoſition from men, ho are deſtitute 
ofthe truth. Probably, the moſt unreaſonable preju- 
dices will ſo prevail, as greatly to obſtruct their uſeful- 
neſs. Their plaineſt expreſſions may be miſunderſtood, 
or wilfully diſtorted ; the moſt malicious charges may 
be urged againſt them, and their characters blackened 
by the baſeſt aſperſions. All this may be done, even 


* Exod, wi. 14. 
among 
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among the people, for whoſe eternal welfare they are 
labouring with the moſt generous and unwearied aſſi- 
duity. But let them ſtudy, and endeavour to copy, this 
divine exemplar. Like the bleſſed Jeſus, it will be- 
come them to ſtand unmoved againſt all the aſſaults of 
ignorance, pride, and envy, to obviate miſtakes, and 
inculcate right doctrines, with patience and forbearance. 
Yet, conſiſtently with this gentleneſs of ſpirit, they 
ſhould alſo warn the impenitent, and without fear or 
reſerve denounce © the terrors of the Lord.” They 
ſhould reprove and admoniſh, not with raſhneſs or 
malevolence, but with courage and fidelity, and while 
they plainly repreſent the ſtate and character of the un- 
_ godly, Aigen beſeech them © to flee from the 
wrath to come.” 

Would to God, that oppoſition to Chriſt had bern 
confined to the Jews! Are there none among us, who 
in a ſimilar way reſiſt the truth ? How vile their affec- 
tions.! How wretched their condition | They may boaſt 
of liberty, but © they are the ſervants of corruption.” 
They may ſuppoſe, that they are doing God- ſervice, 
and be ready to demand a recompenſe from him, even 
while they fulfil the purpoſes of Satan, and prove them- 
ſelves to be totally under his infiuence. They may 
pretend to a peculiar penetration and diſcernment, when 
they are deluded by © the father of lies,” and, through 
the aſcendency of carnal principles, © cannot hear” the 
pure doctrine of the Goſpel. Let us pray, that we may 
not be given up to ſuch infatuation, 

Do we, then, believe in Jeſus, as he is here exhibit- 
ed? Do we triumph 1 in that Saviour, whom Abraham 

beheld 
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beheld with joy? Do we truſt in him, adore, praiſe, 
and ſerve him, as being no other than J EHOo VAN, the 
great © I am,” * God over all, bleſſed for ever?” 
Surely, his character will juſtify our ſtrongeſt confi- 
dence. Let us not renounce our faith, or be aſhamed 
of our attachment. He himſelf exhorts us © not to be 
moved away from the hope of the Goſpel.” How 
animating are his promiſes to thoſe, who © continue in 
his word !” He will afford us increafing knowledge of 


his truth, gradually diſperſing the darkneſs of our minds; 


he will break off the fetters, in which fin has long held 
us captive, and bring us into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. He will even difarm death of its ter- 


ors, enable us to ſmile in the near proſpect of it, and 


give us a perfect and everlaſting deliverance. May 
every reader, then, poſſeſs ſuch a firm and unſhaken 
dependence upon him, as to fay, *I know whom I 
have believed, and am perſuaded that he 1s able to keep 
chat which I have committed unto him againſt that 
day“ !“ Amen. 


* 2 Tim. i. 13. 
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JESUS CHRIST. 


SECT. 24. 


 Fefus ſent out ſeventy diſciples to preach—received and ad- 
dreſſed them upon their return—replied to the captions 
lawyer, and delivered the parable of the good Samari- 
tan—vifited Martha and Mary at Bethany—taught and 
encouraged bis diſciples to pray—dined with a Phariſee, 
and gave the moſt ſevere reproofs. 


In this practical review of the life of Jeſus, it is in- 
tended to introduce the principal occurrences according 
to their regular order, where it can be aſcertained ; but 
on ſome occaſions we may be allowed to depart from 
it, for a more convenient diviſion of the ſubject into 
different ſections. It is not of ſo much importance to 
arrange and harmonize the four Goſpels, as to obtain 
a right knowledge of the glorious character there de- 
lineated, and participate the rich bleſſings propoſed 
to us. | | 

As Jeſus deſigned to take one more journey through 
Galilee, he choſe out a large company of aſſiſtants, 
whom he ſent before to every town, which he him- 
ſelf meant to vilit, that, by their preaching, a ſerious at- 
tention might be excited among the people, and their 
minds diſpoſed to receive him upon his perſonal ap- 

pearance. 
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pearance * The twelve Apoſtles had already gone 


forth with his commiſſion, and now he ſelected sxvenTY 
other perſons, the exact number fixed on for the relief 
of Moſes in his office 7. Theſe alſo he divided irito 
pairs, that they might ſtrengthen each other's hands; 
and, upon their departure, he gave them inſtructions 
ſimilar to thoſe, which he had delivered to the Apoſtles. 
This appointment, probably, took place before his at- 
tendance at the feaſt of tabernacles, laſt mentioned. 
He addreſſed - them to the following purpoſe: 
e Unite your fervent prayers, for more labourers to 


be ſent out into the very extenſive field, which lies be- 


fore you, that the harveſt may be gathered in; for, 
though a large addition is now made, there is ſuffici- 
ent work to call for a further increaſe. And, as none 
ſhould preſume to intrude themſelves into this employ- 
ment, your application ſhould be to the great Lord of 
the harveſt, who alone can diſcern the proper perſons, _ 
and furniſh them with all neceſſary preparations for 


the ſacred function. You go forth under my direc- 


tions * as lambs among wolves,” in the face of furious 
adverſaries, who will endeavour to haraſs and deſtro 

you. But commit yourſelves to the care of divine Pro- 
vidence; nor take with you any ſupplies for your tem- 
poral ſupport. Like men in haſte, who are diſpatch- 


ed upon urgent buſineſs, you are to loſe no time in vain 


compliments : yet negle& not to give the ſtrongeſt 
proofs of your benevolence, by praying for every fa- 
mily, which you viſit: and You at leaſt, if not They, 
ſhall receive the benefit, Whatever entertainment 


* Luke x. 1, &, + Num. xi. 16, 1 2 Kings iv. 29. 
| Ee 2 may 
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may be offered, you will not ſcruple to accept it, .as 
the wages earned by your labour; but remove not 
-from one houſe to another for your own indulgence, or 
in ſearch of better accommodations. In confirmation 
of your doctrine, and as an intimation of its benign 
tendency, I now inveſt you with full powers to heal 
the ſick; but at the ſame time you muſt proclaim the 
.approach of the Saviour, coming to eſtabliſh his king- 
dom. While you depart from the people, who deſpiſe 
your meſſage, ſolemnly warn them of their ſin and dan- 
ger: ſince aggravated ruin will come upon them, for 
their contempt of mercy. The curſe of an incenſed God 
awaits the inhabitants of thoſe cities, which have ſcorn- 
fully rejected my miniſtry ; and, however exalted their 
privileges have been, they ſhall finally periſh with a 
much more tremendous deſtruction, than even thoſe 
abandoned places, Sodom, Tyre, and Sidon, which have 
already felt the weight of divine vengeance, Thus, 
alſo, I ſhall conſider myſelf, and my Almighty Father 


likewiſe, either as regarded or contemned by the per- t 
ſons, among whom you ſhall diſcharge your embaſſy; p 
and upon their conduct towards you their everlaſting y 
falvation or perdition will depend.“ {; 
What eager ſolicitude, what a generous concern did J 
Jeſus diſcover for the welfare of mankind! What va- fe 
rious methods he deviſed, to ſave immortal ſouls | He ye 
ſent out, we obſerve, a numerous company of harbin- bo 
gers and heralds, proclaiming pardon and peace, and ar 
he himſelf took one laborious journey after - another, m 
for the ſame benevolent purpoſe. Nor was his love or 


leſs conſpicuous, when he warned the deſpiſers of his 
I * © Goſpeh 
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Goſpel, that the moſt tremendous woes were coming 
upon them; for he poured out his heart in deep di. 
treſs on their account. Still he preſides as Head over 
his Church; and (till, with a view to reſcue ſinners from 
eternal miſery, he raiſes up and employs many ambaſ- 
ſadors in his ſervice, to whom he © commits the word 
of reconciliation.” And, as it ſeems moſt probable, 
that he will promote the cauſe of truth and righteouſ- 
neſs in the earth by means of faithful and evangelical © 
miniſters, we ſhould unite our prayers to him for their 
increaſe, that by their teſtimony his name may'be de- 
clared from town to town, and from one kingdom to 8 
another. Where he ſends his meſſengers, we are en⸗ 
couraged to hope, that he himſelf will ſoon appear, or 
the advancement of his own glory. Yes; he will be 4 


preſent to ſupport and proſper them in cheit adus 


and important work. He has promiſed, “Lo! I am” 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world, 
We would, therefore, entreat thoſe, among wok" 
this proclamation of mercy is made, to conſider, 1005 
much depends upon it. © It is not a vain thing for © 
you, becauſe it is your life f. ” If it be not effiual t to 
ſave you, it will aggravate your condemnation. Thoſe,” 
who © watch for your ſouls,” will finally witneſs either 
for or againſt you, according to the reception, which 
you give to their words, They are the repreſentatives . 
of their adorable Lord and Maſter, who will ſhortly | 
ariſe to vindicate his own cauſe: and how will you 
meet him, if you treat his gracious , with ſcorn 
or indifference? 
* Matt. xxvili. v. 4 — 47. 
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The ſeventy diſciples returned to Jeſus, perhaps 
about the feaſt of tabernacles, with an account of 
their miniſtry. They appeared to be elated, as hav- 
ing ſucceeded beyond their expectation, and expreſſed 
their grateful ſurpriſe, becauſe the very devils were 
ſubject to them through his name, as if nothing, from 
that time, ſhould be able to ſtand againſt them. Jeſus 
| himſelf, alſo, triumphed in the downfal of Satan, not 
only as approving the puniſhment inflicted on him for 
his original apoſtaſy, but as foreſeeing the ruin of his 
intereſt and kingdom in the world to be approaching, 
He promiſed, therefore, to confirm to his diſciples the 
miraculous powers, which they had exercited, and to 
| ſupport them againſt every ſnare and danger. But, leſt 
they ſhould © be exalted above meaſure” through their 
diſtinguiſhed privileges, he reminded them, that theſe 
were comparatively of little worth, and that it was a far 


greater cauſe of thankfulneſs and joy to be admitted 


into the family of God, and enrolled among the heirs 
of heaven, than to poſſeſs the moſt abſolute dominion 
over the infernal ſpirits. | 

On this. occaſion, the Saviour exulted in his heart, 
and broke forth into expreſſions of grateful ſatisfac- 
tion, from the proſpect of what theſe feeble inſtruments 
ſhould accompliſh, though oppoſed by perſons of con- 
ſummate wiſdom and prudence. But how profound 
the myſtery! Salvation is revealed to thoſe, who are 
weak and of as little account as babes, while men of 
admired abilities and high rank remain in ignorance 
and contempt of it. In this inſcrutable diſpenſation, 
Jeſus acquieſced and rejoiced, The Lord God is a 


righteous 
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righteous Sovereign; and, under a full conviction of 
his equity, we ſhould ſubmit implicitly to his appoint- 
ments, though we ſee not the reaſons of them. It 
ſhould ſuffice us, that © ſo it ſeemed good in his ſight.” 

Jeſus took that opportunity, alſo, to direct the re- 
gard of his diſciples to himſelf, as united with the Fa- 
ther in the grand economy of grace, as poſſeſſing an 
extent of power and underſtanding, far beyond the 
reach of any creature, and as the only One, who, from 
his own immediate and intuitive knowledge, can de- 
clare the nature and will of God. Then likewiſe, to" 
excite their thankfulneſs for being acquainted with him, 
he congratulated them, apart from the reſt, becauſe they 
were favoured with higher privileges and clearer diſ- 
cernment in divine things, than many of the moſt 'emi- 
nent characters in old times, prophets and kings, wie | 
were beloved of God. 

And are not our obligations immenſe, if we have 
obtained like precious faith,” and can on folid ground 


conclude, that our “ names are written in the book 


of life?” For, © how great things hath God done for 
us!” We need not envy thoſe, who were inveſted even 
with the apoſtolical commiſſion and miraculous powers. 
That grace, which is infinitely more valuable, is be- 
ſtowed upon us. Our diſtinguiſhed felicity appears the 
more remarkable, when we obſerve that many are deſ- 
titute of it, who in every other reſpect are far advanced 
above us. Are we the © babes,” to whom God © hath 
revealed theſe things ?” The reaſon muſt be fought, - 
not in us, but in his unſearchable counſels. Surely in 
the contemplation of this mercy, we ſhall cry out, with 
Ee 4 wander, 
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wonder, love, and praiſe; © Even ſo, Father, for ſo it 
ſeemed good in thy ſight.” Let us alſo pray for thoſe, 
who are yet in darkneſs, that they may partake of our 
happineſs, by being “called into marvellous light:“ 
that their eyes may be bleſſed, in — the glory 
and excellency of our Redeemer. N 8 
During ſome part of our Lord's addreſs to the ſe- 
venty upon their return, it ſhould ſeem that he was ſur- 
rounded by a large company. Among the reſt was a 
certain lawyer, one of thoſe who ſtudied and expounded: 
the law. of Moſes. He,  profeſſing ſome regard, but 
deſigning to involve him in a difficulty, came forward, 
and propoſed a queſtion. It is likely, that he ſelt much 
ſelf-confidence, or entertained a ſecret contempt of Je- 
ſus, while he begged to be informed, what he muſt do, 
for the attainment of eternal life, The ſubject is in- 
deed important above all others; and, had the infor». 
mation been aſked with an humble, teachable diſpoſi- 
tion, Jeſus would not have refuſed a direct and explicit 
anſwer, But, as he knew the proud and captious tem- 
per of the man, he replied in a way, which might tend 
to humble or ſilence him. He referred him to the 
demands of the law (upon his obedience to which the 
Scribe placed his dependence), aſſuring him, that an 
entire compliance with thoſe claims, of perfect love both 


to God and man, would entitle him to the bleſſedneſs t 
of heaven, as the juſt recompenſe of his deeds; “ This 8 
do, and thou ſhalt live:“ as if he had ſaid, Perform, ti 
in their utmoſt extent, without diminution or interrup- ot 
tion, all the injunctions of God's righteous commands, g 


and a ſure and everlaſting reward will await thee: but 
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the Heatvinccor n uilexpo theo tow: 
demnation 

In the ſame . it May be proper to treat all ſuch ; 
perſons, as value themſelves on their ſuppoſed"good- 
neſs. This method ſeems calculated to convince them 
of their ignorance and preſumption; ſo that the la 
may ſerve as a ſchoolmaſter to bring them unto 
Chriſt, that they may be juſtified by faith f. We aſk; 
if your hopes are built on your o] duties, are you 
aware, how much is required of you? Have you never 
failed of loving God ſupremely and fervently, with all 
your heart, ſoul, ſtrength, and mind; or your neigh- 


bour as-yourſelves ? If theſe diſpoſitions have had their 


conſtant and full influence upon you, from your earlieſt 
moments to this preſent hour, you need not implore 


mercy, or be indebted to tlie Saviour: on the ground 


of juſtice, according to c the law of works, you may 8 
expect and even claim eternal life.” But does not this 
very repreſentation awaken your fears, rather than flat- 
ter your pride, or confirm your vain confidence? 
What effect was produced upon the Scribe? He was 
neither humbled nor ſileneed; but, ſtill deſirous to ſtand © 
upon his on defence, and perhaps in order to evade 
conviction; he propoſed another queſtion, Who is 
my neighbour ?” From this circumſtance our Lord 
took occaſion to confute the erroneous notion, then 
generally prevalent, that neighhours included only par- 
ticular friends, and ſuch as were ſituated near to each 
other, or connected by the bonds of kindred or reli- 
gion. The ſenſe of the law was confined within a nar- 


* See Gal. iii. 10— 13. 1 24. ö 
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row compaſs, while it was thought, that none but per- 
ſons of this deſcription only have any claim upon our 
benevolence. Jeſus, however, ſhewed, that we are 
indiſpenſably required to extend our utmoſt kindneſs 
to all our fellow- creatures in diſtreſs, of whatever nation 
or profeſſion, though ſeparated from us, or even in- 
cenſed againſt us, by party quarrels or diſtinctions. 
This he did, in the parable of the good Samaritan, an 
affecting and inſtructive little hiſtory, the circumſtances 
of which are ſo,naturally combined, and related with 
ſuch ſimplicity, that it cannot fail to intereſt every 
reader. 8 | 

A Jew is repreſented as reduced to the moſt calamit- 
ous-and dangerous condition, through the violence of 
robbers. Two men of ſacred character, a Prieſt and 
a Levite, travelling the ſame road, were witneſſes of his 
miſery; and, though their office, in an eſpecial manner, 
ſhould have diſpoſed them to every act of tenderneſs. 
and compaſſion, they turned away from the painful. 
fight, without even attempting his relief. But a Sama- 
ritan, who was taught from his earlieſt years to hate 
and avoid the Jews, felt commiſeration, upon the firſt 
view of the wretched object. Forgetting the odious 
contentions between the two nations, he ran to his aſ- 
ſiſtance, and, with peculiar kindneſs, made effectual 
proviſion for his ſupport. Such a conduct was the 
ſtrongeſt proof of benevolence. He bound up the 


wounds of a ſtranger in misfortune, and ſupplied the | 


neceſſities of a plundered enemy. Even this bigoted | 
Scribe was conſtrained to admire the Samaritan, and 
| 10 
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to conkeſs. that he had ſhewn himſelf a neighbour in- 
deed. | 
The proper application is a out. To each * 
us, as well as to the lawyer, the Saviour ſays, “ Go, 
and do thou likewiſe.” There cannot be a more de- 
licate or more forcible reproof of a cruel, covetous, 
and narrow mind; or a more ſtriking repreſentation of 
the neceſſity and happy effects of an enlarged charity. 
How unbounded, how active, and generous ſnhould our 
love be ! But do we really appear to poſſeſs ſuch a diſ- 
poſition ? Where are the fruits? Do we not betray a 
proud, contracted, and unfeeling ſpirit? Are we not 
reſtrained from doing good, ſometimes by ſelfiſhneſs, 
ſometimes by malevolence ? Alas ! who can ſay, that 
he has uniformly looked upon all men as his neigh- 
bours, and treated them with the ſame kindneſs, which 
he ſhould expect for himſelf in ſimilar circumſtances? 
How little do we reſemble our great Pattern, who has 
exhibited the moſt extenſive and diſintereſted benevo- 
lence! The Lord Jeſus © remembered us in our low 
eſtate,” and, though we were “ ſinners and enemies, 
not only ſtretched out his arm to reſeue us from mi- 
ſery, but gave himſelf a facrifice, and © died for the 
ungodly .“ May the contemplation of this love ex- 
cite us to © love one another, with a pure heart fer- 
vently ! 

At Bethany, about two miles diſtant from Jeruſalem, | 
lived an amiable family, to which our Lord ſeems to 
have been much attached, It was probably upon his 
return from the feaſt of tabernacles, that he called at 


* Rom. v. 6—10. + I Pet. i. 22. 


this 
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this village; to viſit Lazarus and his ſiſters. The ins 
terview is mentioned, chiefly that we may remark the” 
different kinds of attention, which theſe two ptous wo- 
men paid to Jeſus.” They both received him with great 
affection. | Mary placed herſelf at his feet, like an 
humble ſcholar, with an eager defire to imbibe his im- 
portant inſtructions. But Martha, to whom perhaps 
the chief care of their domeſtic affairs belonged, diſco- 
vered her regard to him, by her ſolicitude to provide 
a proper entertainment. The latter, however, being 
too intent upon that object, complained with ſome 
marks of peeviſnneſs, that her ſiſter did not help her. 
Their viſitant, upon this, with much tenderneſs re- 
proved Martha for her unſeaſonable and immoderate 
anxiety about the various concerns of the family, or 
tie preparing of ſuch accommodations, as were trifling, 
if not needleſs, and at the ſame time ſolemnly reminded 
her, that, while many lower matters engaged her at- 
tention and diſtracted her thoughts, © one thing” was | 
of abſolute neceſſity, and that all others ſhould give 
place to it. On this ground he commended the con- 
duct of Mary, who appeared to be more “ ſpiritually 
minded,” as improving the opportunity for her own 
greateſt advantage. He declared, that Mary had acted 
wiſely in preferring © the good part,” becauſe it is ex- 
cellent in itſelf, and infinitely more valuable than all 
earthly poſſeſſions. It is, what they are not, ſecure and 
inviolable. | 
The example as well as the obſervations of ry 
upon this occaſion will furniſh ſolid inſtruction. We 
ſhould learn from him to ſhew the influence of our re- 
ligion, 
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ligion, as well in our oommon intercourſe with each 
other, as in the temple and cloſet. In every houſe, 
where he was admitted, he delivered his heavenly doc- 
trines, his mouth ſpeaking wiſdom, and his tongue 
talking of judgment“ .“ And ſhall we be unwilling or 
aſhamed to introduce any mention of our ſpiritual con- 
cerns, wherever we may be? How do we appear to 
have the mind of Chriſt, if divine things engage no part 
of our private converſation? o not ſome plead the 
cares of a family, the hurry of buſineſs, and an attention 
to company, as if theſe were of the firſt conſequence, 
or as if God were to be regarded, and. the intereſts of 
the ſoul conſulted, only in the ſecond place? What, 
then, has Jeſus. taught you? He declares, “One thing 
is needful:” but how many things are ſo in your eſti- 
mation! That, -»which he enjoins you, as important 
above all others, is either totally forgotten, or thruſt 
aſide, that you may be more at leiſure to purſue 


what is of little worth, and cannot long be ſecured. 


Even ſome pious perſons are much obſtructed in their 
{piritual progreſs through an exceſſive anxiety about 
their ſecular affairs. They do not, therefore, as they 
ought, glorify God by bringing forth fruit abundantly, 
nor do they enjoy the comforts of religion in them- 
ſclves. But the greater part of mankind ſcem entirely 
carnal ; for they propoſe no higher object to themſelves, 
than to gratify their animal nature; as if “ the one 
thing needful” were, to make the moſt of the preſent 
life, to eat, drink, and be merry. A zealous regard to 
religion is condemned and derided, as extreme folly, 


* Pſal. xxxvii. 39. ' 
though 
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though it be the trueſt wiſdom. The ſervant of Jeſus, 
who is obſerved to © fit at his feet and hear his word,” 
is complained of as deſerting his poſt. But his divine 
Maſter will plead his cauſe to the confuſion of his op- 
ponents; and, when they ſhall be for ever ſeparated 

from all that is now dear to them, he will poſſeſs a 
treaſure and a happineſs in the heavens, © which ſhall 
not be taken away from him.” 

On another occafion, and in a different place, where 
Jeſus had retired, he was requeſted by one of his dif- 
ciples, at the concluſion of his devotions, to teach them 
to pray, as John alſo had taught his followers . It 
cannot be ſuppoſed, that they had continued ſo long 
with him in ignorance or neglect of this duty: for they 
mult have learned the neceſſity of it both from his ex- 
ample and his exhortations. But they now deſired ſome 
particular inſtructions, perhaps ſome form of prayer to 
be delivered to them ; and it is ſuppoſed, that the moſt 
eminent Jewiſh maſters, as well as John the Baptiſt, 
gave their reſpective ſcholars and adherents a ſhort 
model for their worſhip. In compliance with their 
wiſhes, then, he repeated, with certain trifling altera- 
tions, that brief but comprehenſive addreſs to God, with 
which he had furniſhed them before, as a directory for 
their devotions; and now he appointed it to be uſed as 
a ſtated form f. 

It has been already obſerved, that it might be adapt- 
ed to the peculiar ſituation of the diſciples, and intend- 
ed only for that period. We could not, however, at 
the ſame time help remarking, that, as the expreſſions 


* Luke xi. 1—13, + See Sect. 10. 
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are ſuitable for Chriſtians in all ages and circumſtances, 
it may ſtill be retained with great propriety, both in 
public and private worſhip, though not to the excluſion 
of other petitions: The compoſition is wonderful and 
excellent, beyond any commendation which we can 
offer. We call upon thoſe, who deſire to ſerve God 
acceptably, to ſtudy the full ſenſe of all its parts diſ- 
tinctly, and endeavour-to enter into its true ſpirit. Con- 
ſider, how you pray. You are here taught to approach 
to God with affection and confidence as to your Fa- 
ther, yet with profound reverence as to him, who 
« hath prepared his throne in the heavens.” His name 


ſhould be dear to you; and you ſhould implore grace 


for others, that it may be known and ſanctified in every 
place, requeſting alſo, that he would eſtabliſh his king- 
dom in righteouſneſs by the everlaſting Goſpel, and 
that all the inhabitants of the earth may unite with 
thoſe of heaven, in yielding him a cheerful and perfect 
obedience. Looking up in faith, you muſt aſk your 
daily ſupport from him. You muſt confeſs to him your 
numerous and aggravated offences, humbly ſeeking his 
forgiveneſs, and declaring your readineſs to pardon 
every injury, received from your fellow-creatures, Yet, 
as you will be conſtantly expoſed to freſh temptations, 
entreat him to ſtrengthen and preſerve you by the power 
of his Spirit, and to reſcue you out of the hands of 
your enemy. 

Such are the 9 which you are taught to 
offers but you ſhould pray, as perſons in earneſt, who 
are unwilling to take a denial. Our Lord aſſures you, 


that, as one man prevails upon another, if not by argu- 
ment 
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ment or through the influence of friendſhip, yet by his 
inceſſant ſolicitation, you alſo, by the fervour and im- 
portunity of your requeſts, may have power with God, 
and obtain his bleſſing. The promiſes of Jeſus for 
your ſucceſs are abſolute and inviolable. No inſtance 
can be produced, of any one continuing to wait upon 
God with unwearied diligence and ardent devotion, ho 
was finally rejected. You are encouraged to expect a 
favourable anſwer, from God's parental diſpoſition. If 
you feel the affection of a father, what would you not 
grant-to your beloved offspring, who earneſtly entreat 
your aſſiſtance? You, indeed, who are “ evil,” may 
eaſily be warped from your duty, under the influence 
of corrupt paſſions; yet you cannot refuſe to relieve 
your children. And ſhall God with-hold any thing 
really good, from thoſe who ſend up their unceaſing 
petitions to him? No: he will give them his Holy 
Spirit, which will “ fulfil all the good pleaſure of his 
goodneſs.” But, ah! how cold, how lifeleſs are your 
prayers, if the duty be at all attempted ! Shall you com- 
plain, or wonder, that you ſucceed no better? Will 
you not be rouſed to greater fervour ? But, if you 
ce reſtrain prayer before God,” and call not upon his 
name, your guilt is extreme; and his tender mercies, 
in waiting to be gracious, _ render you the more in- 
excuſable. n 30 
It may be difficult, nor is it of any real. jmporeages 
to aſcertain the exact connection of the following nar- 
rative. But at another time, when Jeſus was delivers 
ing his inſtructions to the people, he received an invi- 
tation to dinner from a Phariſce, which he immediately 
accepted 
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accepted with his general affability and condeſcenſion *. 
It ſhould ſeem from the ſequel, and from the manner 
of our Lord's addreſs, that a ſcheme was formed to en- 
ſnare him, and that for this purpoſe a large company 
of his uſual opponents was collected together. But 
their malicious project was baffled ; and they met with 
a moſt ſevere reprehenſion for their odious hypocriſy, 
and the numerous inconſiſtencies of their conduct. 

Jeſus ſat down to eat without obſerving the common 
ceremony of waſhing his hands: when the maſter of the 
houſe, who narrowly watched him, ſecretly condemn- 
ed him for the neglect. Our Lord was aware of the 
objection, though it was not avowed ; and therefore he 
took the opportunity, not ſo much of vindicating him» 
ſelf, as of expoſing the folly arid diſſimulation of the 
Phariſees in general. Many were then before him, 
and yet with remarkable plainneſs and courage he re- 
proved them, while he detected their avarice and op- 


- preſſion, their pride and malignity of heart. He pointed 


out their abſurdity, in paying ſuch ſcrupulous attention 
to external purifications, while their minds were filled 


with ſchemes of rapine and various kinds of wicked- 


neſs, He exhorted them to conſider, - that the God, 
who made them, would not be ſatisfied with any out- 
ward obſervances, and that their great object ſhould be 
to approve themſelves to him. He urged them to re- 
nounce their covetouſneſs and cruel exactions, and to 
be kind and liberal to the poor; in which way their 
food would be much more effectually ſanctified to them, 
than merely by the cleanſing of their hands, 


| * Luke xi. 37. &c. 
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Their danger was not to be concealed; and there- 
fore, that they might no longer flatter themſelves, he 
addreſſed them in language the moſt authoritative and 
majeſtic, and denounced againſt them one tremendous 
wo upon another, for their negle& of real and inward 

| holineſs while they boaſted of their formalities. He ex- 
poſed, alſo, their oftentation and ambition, and their 
egregious hypocriſy, by which ſo many were deceived 
to their utter ruin, 

Jeſus having included the Scribes in one of his re- 
proofs, a perſon then preſent, belonging to that profeſ- 
Non, expreſſed ſome degree of warmth, that they, too, 
ſhould be fo ſeverely cenſured. But, neither fearing 
their anger nor courting their favour, he proceeded to 
condemn them for enjoining ſo many burdenſome rites 
upon the people, by their abſurd interpretations and 
traditions, while they themſelves obſerved not their 
own precepts. They pretended a regard for the an- 
cient prophets, and built the rombs of the men, whom 
their fathers had flain. Bur, as they inherited the cruel 

and perſecuting diſpoſition of their anceſtors, they were 
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convicted of the groſſeſt hypocriſy; and the very ſe- ſ 
pulchres, which they erected, witneſſed againſt them. 8 
Jeſus, therefore, knowing what was in their hearts, and 
what terrible conſequences would follow from their at 
violent oppoſition to the Apoſtles and preachers of the Mo 
Goſpel, ſolemnly declared, that God, in righteous judg- hi 
ment, would ſhortly reckon with that generation, and 
bring the moſt awful deſolations upon them, for all the his 
bloot of his martyred ſaints, which had been ſhed from co 
the foundation of the world. "Theſe perverſe ex- 
12 0 | pounders 
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pounders of the law had to anſwer likewife for the ge- 
neral ignorance of the people. By their falſe thotigh 
ſpecious comments, they locked up the grand treaſury 
of divine knowledge, and prevented others from res 
ceiving the Saviour. How great an aggtavation of 
their own guilt! How could it be otherwiſe, than that 
the curſe of God ſhould reſt upon them? 

Such were the reproofs of Jeſus, ſuited, no doubt, 
to the ſtate and temper of his hearers. It is not for us, 
who poſſeſs not his information or authority, to thun- 
der out anathemas in the ſame manner, But his mi- 
niſters, ſurely, ſhould learn from him to be bold and 
ſtrenuous in rebuking ſin, and to declare, without re- 
ſpect of perſons, that © the wrath of God cometh on 
the children of diſobedience *.” Very frequent occa- 


ſions call for language of this kind: for how numerous 
is the company of groſs offenders, as well as ceremo- 
nious hypocrites ! Shall the ſervant of the Lord, then, 
keep ſilence, or debaſe his office by ſmooth and flat- 
tering addreſſes? No: © whether men will hear, or 


re whether they will forbear,” he muſt “ cry aloud and 
ſe- ſpare not,” while he faithfully © ſhews them their tranſ- 
m. greſfion.“ The event muſt be left to God. 

1nd What effect had our Lord's addreſs upon his proud 
1eir and captious auditors ? Their indignation was kindled, 
the and yet they knew not how to vent it. They ſet upon 
dg- him with fury, urging him to ſpeak on various ſub- 
and jects, only that they might bring an accuſation againſt 


him. But ſuch was his wiſdom, that their ſchemes 
rom could not prevail. Their caſe ſtands as an admonition 


* Col. iii. 6. 
; 
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to future ages; and from them we ſhould be warned to 
beware of formality, and of oppoſition to Chriſt or his 
people. How terrible the condemnation of thoſe, who 
are incenſed by the very word, which ſhould humble 
them! “ Wherefore, as the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, To day, 
if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts“. 


* Heb. iii. 7. 8. 


et 
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SECT, 25. 


Feſus warned bis diſciples of hypocriſy and cowardice—de- 

| livered the parable of the rich fool—gave cautions 
againſt worldlineſs—exhorted to prepare for his coming 
— foretold violent perſecutions —preached the neceſſity of 
repentance, on the maſſacre of the Galileans—deſeribed 
the barren fig-tree—healed an infirm woman on the ſab- 
bath —ſhewed that many will be ſhut out of heaven—his 
meſſage to Herod, and lamentation for Jeruſalem. 


THz concluſion of the preceding ſection repreſented 
our Lord in the midſt of malicious enemies, at the 
houſe of a Phariſee, where he was invited to dine. 
During his continuance there, ſo great was the eager- 
neſs of the people without to hear his inſtructions, that 
an immenſe company, conſiſting of many thouſands, aſ- 


ſembled together, and even trampled on each other, 


from an earneſt deſire to be near him *. To gratify 


their wiſhes, therefore, he went out, and, in the preſence of 


them all, gave a ſolemn charge to his diſciples, that they 
might not be miſled or diſcouraged by the opponents, 
with whom he had been contending. He cautioned 


* Luke xii. 1, &c, 
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them to beware of that diſſimulation, which he had juſt 
condemned in the Phariſees; and which would operate 
in them like leaven, imperceptibly ſpreading its influence 
around. It were eaſy to aſſume the garb of religion, 
and make high pretences to a peculiar ſanctity. But 
what would this avail ? As it cannot impoſe upon God, 
ſo there is a day coming, when it ſhall be publiſhed to 
the whole world; for every ſecret thing ſhall be brought 
to light, Ah! how different from our preſent appre- 
henſion will many characters then appear! What diſ- 
honeſty, treachery, and oppreſſion, what malice, and 
revenge, what lewdneſs, and intemperance, will be diſ- 
covered, which are now concealed from human obſer- 
vation, and often cloked under a ſhew of piety! Who 
ſhall ſtand the teſt of that ſcrutiny ? Thoſe, who now 
poſſeſs no more than a painted outſide, will then be the 
objects of contempt and abhorrence. 

The diſciples had ſeen ſomething of the furious op- 
poſition of theſe. inſidious adverſaries, which might 
have had a bad effect upon their minds, in deterring 
them from a bold profeſſion of the Goſpel. Jeſus, 
therefore, thus exhorred them to maintain a holy firm- 
neſs. in their adherence to his cauſe :—*« You, my 
friends, mult prepare to meet with cruel perſecution ; 
but in my ſervice it will be diſhonourable for you to 
dread thoſe, who may reſiſt, however great and power- 
ful they may be. You cannot ſuffer much or long 
from their rage. They may, poſſibly, be permitted ta 
take away the liſe of your bodies; but their malicious 
efforts can extend no further. Let the Lord God 
Omnipotent be the ſole object of your fear, His in- 

| | fluencg 
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fluence reaches to the eternal world, and, if he be your 
enemy, he can render you miſerable both in your bo- 
dies and your ſouls for ever. Commit yourſelves to 
his care, and he will provide for your ſupport. He, 
who forgetteth not the ſparrows, worthleſs as they may 
ſeem, is conſtantly mindful of your minuteſt concerns: 
« the very hairs of your head are all numbered.“ But, 
whatever temporal advantages you may loſe for your at- 
tachment to me, I, your Lord and Maſter, whom you 
are not aſhamed to follow, will acknowledge, approve, 
and honour you before that glorious aſſemblage of An- 
gels, who ſhall attend me in the day of my future ap- 
pearance. Then, the perſons, who have declined an 
open profeſſion of my name, through cowardice or 
other worldly motives, ſhall meet with a different re- 
compenſe: in a manner equally public they ſfiall be diſ- 
owned and rejected, as baſe and deteſtable characters. 
They, indeed, who now oppoſe Me, may yet obtain 
forgiveneſs: I am the Son of man, who come in mercy; 
not in judgment. But the caſe of thoſe, who continue 
to deſpiſe the multiplied teſtimonies of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and blaſphemouſly aſcribe his operations to the influence 
of Satan, is remedileſs and deſperate, their fin unpardon- 
able, That divine Agent, whom they treat with im- 
pious ſcorn, will afford You his moſt gracious direc- 
tion and ſupport in your ſevereſt trials. Depending on 
his aid, you may cheerfully face your perſecutors, when 
you are called to anſwer at their tribunals : He will in- 
ſpire you with wiſdom and courage, and furmſh you 
with words and arguments to plead my cauſe, ſo that 
you ſhall never be confounded before them,” 

Ff 4 | Such 
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Such were the Saviour's exhortations to his ancient 
diſciples: and ſurely of us alſo he requires the ſame 


ſteadfaſtneſs of faich, the ſame contempt of the rage 
and threatenings of men, the ſame unſhaken adherence - 


to him and his ſervice. Have we any reaſon for dread, 


while the God of heaven is engaged to ſuſtain, protect, 


and comfort us, and a crown of glory is fecured to us 
at the end of our warfare ? Let thoſe tremble for the 
conſequences, who, in oppoſing Chriſt, undertake to 
ec fight againſt God. However his patience may bear 
long with them, ar laſt he will ariſe to execute judg- 
ment, when they ſhall be driven away, © as chaff before 
the wind,” and overwhelmed with everlaſting horror and 
deſpair. | | 


After this addreſs, Jeſus was deſired by one of the 


company, to perſuade his brother to agree to a fair di- 


viſion of their paternal inhericance. This our Lord 


declined, as being a matter totally foreign to his cha- 
rater and office. His grand deſign was to draw men's 
attention to their ſpiritual concerns ; and therefore he 
took occaſion from this diſpute berween the brothers, 
to warn his hearers againſt covetouſneſs, one great 
cauſe of contentions in the world, He obſerved, that 
an eager ſolicitude to procure temporal poſſeſſions is 
abſurd, ſince the largeſt property will not prolong our 
lives, or render them truly comfortable. 

He then ſhewed the fatal tendency of an immoderate 
attachment to preſent things, by a very ſtriking pa- 
fable. A perſon is deſcribed, as receiving a vaſt aug» 
mentation of fortune by the fertility of his ground, 


and intent upon making the moſt of his ſubſtance, 
He 
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He propoſed to erect more capacious granaries, in 

which his increaſing ſtore might be ſecured, and flat - 
tered himſelf with the proſpect of affluence, eaſe, and 

{ſenſual indulgence for many years. Having attained 
the ſummit of his wiſhes, he determined to retire from 
the hurry of buſineſs, and take all the enjoyments 
which his wealth could furniſh, Who would not have 
pronounced him a wiſe and happy man? But his 
ſchemes of pleaſure and earthly felicity were ſuddenly 
broken: and, in the midſt of his plans for the gratifica- 

tion of his animal nature, he was ſummoned away into 
the preſence of an angry God. He was condemned in 

the court of heaven for the moſt egregiovs folly, and 
his ſoul was required to enter upon a far different ſtate 
of exiſtence ; while his boaſted poſſeſſions were con- 

ſigned to others, not being able to protract the execu- 
tion of the ſentence for one moment, Alas! how 
common the character! Our Lord declared, that all 
thoſe are in a ſimilar ſituation, who are anxious to be- 

come opulent, and wiſh to ſpend their ſubſtance upon 

themſelves, without conſulting the will of God, or re- 

garding the neceſſities of others, and who at the ſame 

time are at no pains to obtain the far more valuable 

riches of divine grace. 

Jeſus proceeded to caution his Ait againſt an 


inordinate attention to worldly circumſtances, as being 


inconſiſtent with the true ſpirit of the Goſpel, as im- 


plying a diſtruſt of God, and a comparative neglect of 


eternal things. On this occaſion he repeated ſome 
ſentiments, which he had before advanced in his ſermon 


upon the mount, while he ſpake to the following pur- 
| pole, 
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poſe. I charge it upon you, not to diſtract your 
minds with any ſecular eares, not even for the neceſſaty 
proviſion of food or raiment. Will not He, who gave 
you life, ſupply you with the proper means of ſupport- 
ing it? The great God ſuſtains the ravens, without any 
contrivance on their parts: and will he forget you, who 
are ſo much more valuable in his ſight? Beſides, your 
utmoſt ſolicitude cannot effectually ſecure to you the 
leaſt advantage: it cannot add, in any degree, to your 
ſtature or your age. Look, alſo, upon the inanimate 
world, and obſerve God's minute attention to the very 
lilies, which, without their labour, he has decked with 
glorious ornaments, far ſurpaſſing the richeſt attire of 
the moſt exalted monarchs. Shall he, then, beſtow ſuch 
a profuſion of beauty upon the ſhort-lived flowers, and 
not furniſh you with ſuitable. apparel ? You are the ob- 
jects of his choice ang love, though you are ſo, back- 
ward to truſt him. It is incongruous to your character, 
to be intent upon ſuch trifling concerns, and perplexed 
about your temporal ſupport. This, indeed, may be 
the caſe with thoſe, who know not God: but you 
ſhould leave the care of yourſelves with the God of 
heaven, who is your Father, and who, as he perceives, 
can readily beſtow, what is needful for you. Only be 
you vigoroully preſſing towards his kingdom of glory; 
and, in addition to better, you ſhall poſſeſs thoſe earthly 
bleſſings, which ſhall be expedicnt for yqu. In the 
proſpect of that kingdom go farth with courage, feeble 
and defenceleſs as you may. ſeem : for though you are 
a © little flock,” your Father has decreed, and will re- 
Joice, to fix you in that bliſsful inheritance, to which 

He 
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He conducts you. This hope, ſurely, will render you 
comparatively indifferent about your worldly property, 
and diſpoſe you to part with it, if God ſhall call you to 
the trial. This expectation will kindle a feeling regard 
for the poor, They demand a ſhare in your wealth, 
and you will not refuſe it. .Y ou will be chiefly ſoli- 
citous to ſecure to yourſelves. thoſe treaſures, of which 
you cannot be deprived, and which will preſerve their 
yalue and their luſtre for evermore. Theſe alone me- 
rit the affections of your hearts; and if indeed you have 
choſen them for your portion, your thoughts and defires 
will be directed to that, more than to any other ob- 
je,” | | i 
Such manner of perſons were the primitive Chriſtians 
required to be; and is it allowable for modern Chriſtians 
to be engroſſed with ſecular purſuits, or principally at- 
tentive to the ſupports and comforts of the animal life? 
No: it is ſtill as neceſſary as ever for the diſciples af 
Jeſus to be © ſpiritually minded,” and weaned from 
this preſent world, If, then, our happineſs be placed 
upon any temporal poſſeſſions or carnal gratifications, 
we have not imbibed the ſpirit of the Goſpel : and this 
very criterion, we fear, will prove that many among 
us have never felt the real influence of that religion, 
which is ſo generally profeſſed. Let us beware for our- 
ſclycs, and liſten more carefully to our divine Teacher, 
whoſe continued exhortations call off our regard from 
all inferior concerns, . that we may be waiting for-our 
diſmiſion from the body, and ſeeking a ſuitable pre- 


Paration n for eternity. 


Our 
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Our Lord proceeded ;—* You are ſtationed here 
only for a ſhort ſeaſon, and on a particular ſervice. You 
are, therefore, to be conſtantly expecting the return of 
your Lord, diligently attending to your proper work, 

with © your loins girded about,” like men in readineſs 
for a journey or any vigorous exertions, and with © your 
lights burning,” ſtanding in a proper poſture for the 
honourable reception of your Maſter. He may come 
ſuddenly; and, therefore, it is for you to be watching 
every moment, left you be confounded at the intima- 
tions of his approach. The faithful and the active ſer- 
vant, thus perſevering to the end, ſhall be gloriouſly 
diſtinguiſhed, when the Son of man appeareth.“ 

Peter inquired whether the exhortation was de- 
ſigned for all, or for the Apoſtles in particular. Jeſus 
replied: Wherever the ſteward, of approved fide- 
lity and prudence, ſhall be placed, if his Lord fhall find 
him performing the duties of his office, and diſcharging 
his important truſt, he ſhall obtain peculiar notice, and 
be advanced to a ſtate of high dignity. But the care- 
leſs and Nothful ſervant, who, preſuming upon the de- 
hay of his Lord's return, ſhall abuſe the confidence re- 
poſed in him, and proceed to acts of oppreſſion and 
intemperance, ſhall be awfully ſurpriſed in the midſt of 
his fin and folly, and inſtantly deſtroyed without remedy, 
The man, who clearly underſtands and yet deſpiſes his 
Maſter's will, fhall feel the greateſt ſeverity : for the 
degree of future puniſhment ſhall be proportioned to 
the advantages and opportunities enjoyed upon earth, 
according to that equitable maxim, © Unto whomſo- 


ever much 1s given, of him ſhall be much required.” 
The 


JESUS CHRIST, 445 - 


The admonition ſhould rouſe us to a ſerious in- 
quiry, how we are acquitting ourſelves in our reſpec- 
tive places. Are we properly fulfilling our truſt ? If 
our Lord ſhould appear, could we meet him with joy, 
or expect a favourable reception from him? Are we 
waiting for his coming? On the contrary, are we not 
negligent and treacherous, endeavouring to put away 
from us the thought of death and judgment? One- 
thing, however, we muſt allow; we have had clear in- 
formation in our duty: repeated calls and exhortations 
| have been addreſſed to our conſciences by religious 
books, by friends, and miniſters. Much, indeed, in 
various ways, has been committed to us; which, if we 
remain impenitent, will render our guilt more heinous 
and our condemnation more aggravated. 

Many might be looking for temporal advantages 
from the ſervice of Jeſus; and therefore, to obviate 
their miſtake, he obſerved :—*©* The moſt violent con- 
tentions will prevail, in conſequence of my Goſpel ; 
yet, afflictive as theſe may be, I cannot but earneſtly 
wiſh, that they were already begun. I have myſelf 
extreme agonies to endure ; and, though I ſee the whole 
before me, I long to enter upon the conflict, and feel 
the moſt ardent deſires for the great event to be ac- 
compliſhed. Let my followers, therefore, be content 
to be oppoſed and hated ; for my kingdom, though cal- 
culated to produce univerſal peace, will occaſion the 
moſt unnatural and furious conteſts, becauſe of the ge- 
neral prejudice and enmity againſt it. Many of thoſe, 
who are united by the ſtrongeſt ties of kindred, will now 
forget their obligations, and ſhey a violent ayerſion to 

ſuch, 
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gladly accept his mediation, that we may not come un- 
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ſuch, as claim their tendereſt regard. This muſt be 
aſcribed to the perverſeneſs of men, who reje& my 
doctrine in contempt of the cleareſt evidences, They 
are attentive enough to the common concerns of life, 


and diſcover much ingenuity in judging of the wind and 
the weather: but ah | how ſtupidly unmindful of the 


ſurpriſing teſtimonies, which God has given of his 
Son! Might not reaſon itſelf have led them to a more 
conſiſtent determination ? Is there any one liable to be 
convicted of an offence, for which he may ſuffer the 
ſevereſt penalties of the law, who will not be diſpoſed 
to ſeek reconciliation with his adverſary, while any fa- 
vourable terms can be obtained ? Give diligence, then, 
to procure forgiveneſs with your offended God, before 
he proceed againſt you and ſummon you to judgment, 
when nothing but rigorous juſtice can be looked for, 
and the everlaſting puniſhment, due to your iniquities, 


will be inflicted.” 


Let us ſeriouſly attend to theſe declarations of our 
Redeemer. The effects, which he foretold, have taken 
place: furious and bloody perfecutions have been raiſed 


_ againſt his faithful diſciples ; and, even to this day, theſe 


perſons are generally oppoſed and hated by ſome of their 
neareſt relatives. Let us not, however, be intimidated by 
the proſpect of any difficulties in his ſervice ; but, while 
we contemplate his courage and zeal in meeting death 
itſelf for our ſakes, let us cheerfully follow. We blame 


the ſtupidity of the Jews in their obſtinate rejection of 


the Meſſiah ; but do We diſcern the character, and 
unfeignedly ſubmit to the authority, of Jeſus? O let us 


der 
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der the wrath of Almighty God, as we have deſerved, 
nor be caſt into that priſon, from which there can be 
no deliverance! *. | | 
Some of our Lord's audience acquainted him with 
the terrible ſlaughter of certain ſeditious Galileans, 
whom Pilate had put to death, even while they were 
offering their ſacrifices “. But, without paſſing any 
judgment on their caſe, he endeavoured to turn the at- 
tention of the people to their own perilous fituation, 
repreſenting them all as equally in a ſtate of ruin, and 
expoſed not merely to temporal calamities but to eter- 
nal perdition, without an entire change and renovation. 
Thoſe, who are deſtroyed ſuddenly and by any ſingular 
affliction (as the Galileans, and others who had been 
killed by the fall of the tower of Siloam), are oſten 
conſidered as offenders of the moſt atrocious kind, ; 
marked out by the viſitation of an angry God, as mo- 
numents of his peculiar vengeance. Jeſus, however, 
has here taught us, not to decide againſt them in fo rafh 
a manner, or to ſet ourſelves above them, but ſeriouſſy 
to remember our own danger and the abſolute neceſſity 
of our converſion. He ſolemnly declared, twice to- 
gether, © Except ve repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” 
Is this awful aſſertion ſufficiently regarded? Do not 
many draw the moſt uncharitable concluſions againſt 
others, and preſumptuouſly flatter themſelves on their 
ſuppoſed comparative excellence? It is allowed, that 
perſons of a very profligate character have incurred 
the divine diſpleaſure and muſt be reformed : but thoſe, 
who have been regular in their conduct, cannot bear to 


* Luke xiii. 1, Kc. 


+ 


448 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

be ranked upon a level with them, or believe that there 
is any need of deep contrition for themſelves. This is 
indeed a fatal deluſion : ſince all inherit a natural de- 
pravity, all muſt be renewed and ſanctified; to thoſe, 
who are not, ſalvation is impoſſible. 

To impreſs them with a ſenſe of their danger, Je- 
ſus delivered a parable. A fig-tree, planted in a well 
cultivated ſoil, diſappointed the owner's wiſhes for 
three ſucceſſive years. As it produced nothing, it 
cumbered the ground. Its foliage, unaccompanied 
with fruit, was no compenſation for the pains and ex- 
penſe of the proprietor, who therefore directed it to be 
cut down, The ſervant to whom the care of the trees 
was committed, requeſted that it might be ſpared one 
year longer, till further expedients were tried; and then 
it was agreed, that, if it ſtill continued barren, it ſhould 
be deſtroyed as utterly hopeleſs. The inſtructions, 
hereby conveyed, are obvious. It is, ſurely, a reaſon- 
able injunction; that thoſe who are placed in the Church, 
under the culture of religious means and ordinances, 
ſhould bring forth fruit unto God. But ah! how 
many, even in ſuch a favoured ſituation, remain un- 
profitable, and therefore muſt neceſſarily be diſpleaſing 
to God! Through the interceſſion of his Son, or the 
prayers of his miniſters, he may graciouſly delay his 
threatened vengeance ; but the time of his patience 1s 
limited, and, if repeated warnings produce no good ef- 
fect upon them, the ſtroke of juſtice muſt fall: they 
ſhall feel the weight of his indignation, 

As Jeſus travelled through . Galilee, he attended 


the public worſhip of the Synagogues on the ſabbath. 
In 
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In one of theſe aſſemblies, a poor unhappy. woman, 


who had been bowed together by infirmity for eighteen 


years, excited his compaſſion ; and inftantly, without 
any ſolicitation, he reſtored her to health and vigour, 
Such a miraculous diſplay of power and benevolence 


ſhould have drawn forth praiſes from every tongue, 


But the ruler of the Synagogue objected to it with in- 


dignation, as if it had been a profanation of the ſacred 
day. Jeſus, however, convicted him of the groſſeſt 
hypocriſy in his pretended zeal for God, and defended 
his own conduct in relieving this afflicted creature, 
from the attention which they all paid to their very cattle 
on the ſabbath. Acts of mercy, we obſerve, as well as 
thoſe of neceſſity, are not prohibited as an infringe- 
ment oͤf the holy reſt. His enemies, therefore, were 
aſhamed of their oppoſition; and the common people 
were the more attached to him for his- wonderful ope- 
rations. On that occaſion he repeated the parable of 
the grain of muſtard- ſeed, and that alſo of the leaven, 
in both which he repreſented the gradual and extenſive 
enlargement of his ſpiritual kingdom, notwithſtanding 
the reſiſtance it ſnould meet with. The hatred and 
violence of men ſhall not fruſtrate the counſel of God. 
His Goſpel ſhall ſpread; and its bleſſed influence ſhall 
be felt and acknowledged, through all the nations of 
the earth. 

Our Lord proceeded from one city and village to 
another, directing his courſe to Jeruſalem. In every 
place he ſcattered the good ſeed of divine truth, dili- 
gently improving the ſhort time, which now remained 
for him in the world, Upon the road, as it ſhould 
Vox. III. : G g ſcem, 
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ſeem, a queſtion was put to him by one of the com- 
pany, © Lord, are there few that be ſaved?” The in- 
quiry was probably made through vain curioſity, which 
Jeſus never gratified : and therefore, inſtead of giving a 
direct anſwer, he thus addreſſed himſelf to the conſci- 
ences of the people, exhorting them to be earneſtly ſo- 
licitous for their own ſalvation, rather than to indulge 

any ſubtle ſpeculations about that of others : 
© The path to heaven lies through a ſtrait gate, 
which is difficult of acceſs, and your entrance may be 
reſiſted by numerous enemies. Be not, however, diſ- 
couraged ; but contend for admiſſion in the moſt reſo- 
lute manner, and break through every obſtruction. 
Many, who are totally indifferent about eternal life, or 
refuſe to go in the only appointed way, will ſhortly 
find, that the door is finally and for ever barred againſt 
them. It will then be too late to implore the divine 
mercy, Though they cry ever ſo importunately, 
„Lord, Lord, open unto us,” the great Maſter of the 
houſhold will reply, I know you not.” He will not 
admit the plea of their former high privileges or ho- 
nourable ſituation in the Church: but difſemblers, for- 
maliſts, and all who die in impenitence, ſhall be covered 
with terrible confuſion, while the Judge ſhall diſown 
their boaſted relation to Him, and ſhall pronounce with 
awful majeſty, “ Depart from me, all ye workers of 
iniquity.” Inconceivable anguiſh, remorſe, and deſpair, 
ſhall overwhelm many of thoſe, who gloried in their 
near connection with the moſt eminent ſaints of God, 
when they ſhall ſee themſelves for ever ſeparated from 
their ſociety. The unbebering Jews ſhall behold the de- 
ſpiſed 
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ſpiſed Gentiles, from the remoteſt corners of the earth, 
enter into glory, while they ſhall be eternally thruſt 
out. Great numbers of thoſe, who may now be thought 
the fartheſt from God, ſhall attain a ſtate of peculiar ex- 
altation in my kingdom; and not a few, who are here 


diſtinguiſhed above others by their religious advan- 


tages, ſhall then be marked out, for their contemptuous 
abuſe of them, by the ſevereſt vengeance,” 

Does not the ſolemn admonition excite an alarm in 
us, who are placed in the Chriſtian Church, and fa- 
voured with an evangelical miniſtry ? Let us not pre- 
ſume upon our external privileges, but conſider, how 
much is to be done. Let us be rouſed from our ſtu- 
por; for “ it is high time to awake out of ſleep.“ If 


we be diſtreſſed by the fear of finding the door barred 


againſt us, let us now look unto Jeſus, and cry, with 
all the ſtrength and vigour of our fouls, © Lord, Lord, 
open unto us,” and our application will infallibly ſuc» 
ceed, 

On the ſame day, on which our Lord had deliver- 
ed the exhortations laſt mentioned, intelligence was 
brought, that Herod, the governor of the country, was 
determined ro deſtroy him. I his was ſaid, with an 
intention of intimidating him from proſecuting his la- 


bours in thoſe parts. But Jeſus could not be terrified; 


and therefore he replied, by a meſlage to the crafty and 
perſecuting prince, that, in ſpite of all his ſchemes, he 
would proceed with his work, performing the moſt 
miraculous and benevolent operations, a littie longer ; 
that very ſhortly he ſhould finiſh his courle; and yet, 
that he ſhould lay down his life, not in Galilee, where 

Gg 2 he 
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he then was, but in Jeruſalem, the grand ſeat of per- 
ſecution. The example teaches us not to be diſmay- 
ed,” whoever may threaten or oppoſe us, in the proper 
execution of our office. Let us faithfully attend to our 
reſpective duties, and perſevere in them, though ſur- 
rounded by dangers. We ſhall walk but a few days 
more; and the God, whom we ſerve, will protect us, 
till the end of our preſent appointment be anſwered, 
O that we may cloſe our labours honourably, and then, 
like our Lord, & be perfected!“ | 
After obſerving that he muſt periſh in Jeruſalem, 
he was led to reflect upon the heinous guilt, and ap- 
proaching deſolation, of that murderous city, and broke 
forth into the moſt tender and affecting lamentation 
over it. Jeruſalem was the city, where the blood of 
many prophets and holy men had been ſhed; the city, 
which had ſcornfully rejected the gracious offers of the 
Saviour, repaid his ſervices of love with cruelty, and 
even then meditated his deſtruction: yet, abandoned 
as it was, Jeſus expreſſed the deepeſt ſorrow for its 
miſerable ſtate. He declared, that God, in righteous 
judgment, was about to lay waſte the place with the 
moſt awful calamities, till the wretched inhabitants 
ſhould learm to value and long for their promiſed Mel- 
ſiah, though they deſpiſed Him, who ſuſtained that 
character. | 
What forbearance, kindneſs, and compaſſion, do we 
_ diſcover in the character of our Redeemer! Still he 
poſſeſſes the ſame bowels of mercy, Long time does 
he ſtrive with ſinners, uſing one expedient after another 
to promote their ſalvation, According to his own 
deſcription, 
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deſeription, he Kill propoſes to gather them as a hen 
gathers her helpleſs brood under her wings, to protect 


and nouriſh, and to afford them ſecurity and comfort in 
himſelf. But alas! how many proudly ſpurn at the 
offer! And what can be expected to follow from their 
baſe conduct, but final and remedileſs perdition ? Yet 
even then, he abandons them, as it ſhould ſeem, with 
difficulty, charging their deſtruction upon themſelves : 
« would, —and ye would not *,” May we learn wiſ⸗ 
dom from the wretched infatuation of thoſe, who have 
periſhed in their unbelief! May we all, therefore, with 
one heart and voice, welcome the Saviour, who brings 
with him pardon, peace, and eternal life! Let us take 
up our words now, with unfeigned faith, and we ſhall 
ſpeak them with confidence and joy at the laſt day, 


« Bleſſed is he, that cometh in the name of the Lord!” 
Amen, 


* See alſo Hoſ. xi. 8. 
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JESUS CHRIST. 


SECT. 26. 


Feſus dined with a Phariſee on the ſabbath—healed a 
dropſy—inculcated humility and a regard to the poor— 
delivered the' parable of the great ſupper warned his 
followers to prepare for ſuffering —vindicated his atten- 
tion to ſinners by the parables of the loft ſheep—the piece 
of filver—end the prodigal ſon. 


Ir our review of the life of Jeſus affect us, as it 
ought, it will not only produce in us an admiration of 
his excellency, who 1s © fairer than the children of 
men,” but regulate our conduct and ſanctify our diſ- 
politions. While we“ behold the glory of the Lord,” 
we ſhall be“ changed into the ſame image *.“ Let 
us pray continually, that we may feel this influence 
from his example - ſo ſhall we be followers of the Lord, 
e not in word, neither in tongue, but in deed, and in 
truth.“ 
Jeſus was travelling through Galilee towards Jeru- 
ſalem; and, probably in that journey, a principal Pha- 
riſee, a man of rank, invited him to dinner f. It 


might ſeem an act of condeſcenſion in a perſon of emi- 


* 2 Cor, iii. 18. + Luke xiv, 1, &c. 
nence, 
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nence, to aſk or admit ſuch a gueſt into his houſe, as 
appeared to be greatly his inferior. But a favour was 
conferred on the Phariſee, rather than on Jeſus. The 
moſt exalted monarch might have ſaid with reaſon, 
“Lord, I am not worthy that thou ſhouldſt come under 
my roof.” It was an inſtance of © the meekneſs and 
gentleneſs of Chriſt,” that he vouchſafed to conyerſe 
freely with ſinful creatures, and diſcovered no diſtance in 
his behaviour. He readily gave his company to thoſe, 
who deſired it; not indeed for his own pleaſure, or the 
convenience of eating with them, but for their benefit. 
He © ſought not his own profit, but the profit of many, 
that they might be ſaved.” 

As this occurred on the ſabbath, we infer, that reli- 
gion does not require us to refuſe all intercourſe with 
others throughout that day, There may be proper 
occaſions for friendly viſits in ſome parts of it; but we 
ſhould be careful, to maintain a ſpirit and converſation, 
ſuirable to its grand deſign. The example of Jeſus 
cannot be adduced in vindication of that vanity and 
diſſipation, by which it is ſo generally perverted and 
profaned. 

It ſhould ſeem, that many perſons were aſſembled at 
the Phariſee's houſe, and ſuch as were not well affected 
to Jeſus; for © they watched him.” Perhaps the in- 
vitation was given, not from kindneſs, but malevolence, 
on purpoſe to paſs the moſt invidious cenſures upon 
him. How odious the diſpoſition of thoſe, who are 
eagle-eyed in ſcrutinizing the conduct of others, and 
who rejoice to find any real objections againſt them! 
And yet you, who are the faithful diſciples of Jeſus, 
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are frequently placed in the midſt of ſuch malignant 
obſervers. Their attention 1s fixed upon you, With a 


view, not to commend what is laudable, but to diſco- 


ver and expoſe your faults, that fo they may reproach 
that holy name, by which you are called. You, there- 


fore, ſhould be vigilant as well as they; that their wiſhes 


may be defeated, and themſelves aſhamed, when they 
ſhall ſee the wiſdom and conſiſtency of your deport- 


ment. | 7 
A perſon, who was preſent, afflicted with the dropſy, 


excited the compaſſionate regard of Jeſus. He, how- 


ever, knowing that the lawyers and Phariſees before 
him were ſeeking for an accuſation againſt him, ap- 
pealed to them, whether it would be any violation of 
the ſabbath to perform a cure on that day. They were 
unable to reply; while he, unmindful of their cenſures, 
inſtantly reſtored the diſeaſed man to perfect health, 
obſerving, that, however they might object to this act 
of mercy, they would none of them ſcruple to relieve 
their very cattle in diſtreſs. They felt the force of his 
words, and were confounded. Thus likewiſe, it fre- 
quently happens, that the enemies of religion are ſud- 
denly reſtrained and abaſhed, by a ferious remark or a 
ſolemn addreſs to rheir conſciences. Let us not, there- 
fore, be deterred by their inſidious deſigns, but perſe- 


vere in the path of duty. 


Jeſus not only juſtified himſelf, but reproved them 
for their pride and love of precedency. He took no- 
tice, that they were all ambitious of the higheſt ſeats at 
the table, and argued that ſuch a contention for places 


of honour was extremely diſguſting, and that it would 
6 95 be 
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be much more becoming to give way to others. He 
ſhewed, that an arrogant ſpirit is odious, and, while it 
claims reſpect, incurs contempt; and, on the contrary, 
that a modeſt and humble deportment, which ſeems to 
ſhun obſervation, invariably conciliates eſteem. This is 
the caſe in the common intercourſe of men; and ĩt holds 
true, if we apply it to our temper and conduct towards 
God. He reſiſteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble *.” Who will not allow, that it is incumbent 
upon us, in his preſence, © to take the loweſt room?“ 
Vet how little are the Apoſtolic injunctions regarded 
or underſtood, * In lowlineſs of mind, let each efteem 
other better than themſelves: *in honour preferring 
one another “ | 
Jeſus continued to deliver the moſt ſerious inſtrue 

tions and admonitions to the company before him. 
\With a reference, no doubt, to their general ſpirit and 
practice, while he addreſſed himſelf to the perfon who 
had invited him, he condemned the cuſtom. of provid- 
ing ſumptuous and gpſtly entertainments merely for 
their relations and opulent neighbours, and recom- 
mended an attention to the relief and comfort of the 
afflicted, in all their various diſtreſſes. How much 
-xtravagance prevails in ſupporting magnificent tables 
for the reception of | thoſe, Who want nothing! The 
large ſums, which are thus expended, ſerve only to feed 
our own pride and ſenſuality. But what a ſordid par- 
ſimony is ſhewn in contributing to the ſupport of the 
truly neceſſitous, who can make no returns! Thoſe, 
however, are bleſſed, who, from faith and love un- 


n + Phil. ti. 3. Rom. xii. 10. 
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feigned, © deal their bread to the hungry, and bring the 
poor, that are caſt out, to their houſes “.“ The Lord 
of heaven will conſider himſelf as their debtor, and will 
render them an abundant recompenſe in the great day 
of retribution. 

The ſolemn diſcourſe of Jeſus, probably, left a good 
impreſſion on the audience. One of the company, at 
leaſt, expreſſed his approbation and deſire of continuing 
the ſubject, by remarking the exceeding felicity of 
thoſe, who ſhall be admitted to the ſacred feaſt, which 
God has provided in his kingdom. Poſſibly, he might 
not underſtand or really wiſh for the happineſs, of which 


he ſpake: however, in order to excite both him and all 


preſent to a ſerious examination of their ſtate, Jeſus 
ſhewed, that the moſt gracious offers of it are made to 
mankind, and rejected with contempt by the greater 
part. | 
He repreſented, in a moſt intereſting and affecting 
parable, a large and rich ſupper prepared for the ac- 
commodation of many gueſts, The Lord God, by 
the Goſpel of his Son, has furniſhed the grand enter- 
tainment here referred to, in which every thing is ſet 
before us, that can give delight or vigour to the ſoul, 
How valuable and exquiſite are the bleſſings, of which 
it conſiſts! They are ſuch as theſe: pardon, peace, 
holineſs, and fellowſhip with God even upon earth; 
divine light, ſtrength, and conſolation, communicated 
to the ſoul; an infallible promiſe of an admiſſion into 
heaven, and a preſent foretaſte of its joys. Who does 
not ardently deſire to partake of the ſumptuous ban- 
* Iſa. Iviii. 7. 
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quet ? It is a royal feaſt ; and no want of proviſions 


need be apprehended, for there is a bountiful and in- 
exhauſtible ſupply.- 

Many gueſts are invited, and an urgent ens is 
ſent, preſſing their immediate attendance, ſince the ne- 
ceſſary preparations for their reception are now com- 
pleted. Thus the call of mercy is given, by the pub- 
lication of the Goſpel, to an innumerable company, who 
are earneſtly exhorted not to neglect the gracious of- 
fer. It was firſt, and in a particular manner, addreſſed 
to the Jews; but the language is the ſame to all who 
hear it, from one age to another, Come, for all things 
are now ready.” Every thing is done on God's part, 
which is proper and requiſite for the ſecuring of eter- 
nal ſalvation to our guilty race. But their confent is 
indiſpenſable : and is it poſſible that this can be re- 
fuſed ? | 

Thoſe, who are bidden, are unwilling, on various 
pretences, to accept the kind invitation, Different 
excuſes for their abſence are framed ; all weak and ri- 
diculous. Ir is alleged, that they have other engage- 
ments; and yet theſe are ſuch, as, though not wrong in 
themſelves, are trifling, or may be deferred, and need 
not prevent their attendance. Their very pleas, there- 
fore, ſhew a marked contempt of the entertainment. 
Thus, alas! the propoſals of the Goſpel are rejected 


with ſcorn, Men pretend, indeed, to apologize for 


their conduct. Secular cares and occupations, or do- 
meſtic comforts, ſo totally engroſs them, that it is ſup- 
poſed impoſſible and unneceſſary for them to pay any 


regard to their ſpiritual concerns. Such reaſons, 


ſurely, 
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ſurely, cannot be admitted in their vindication; nay 


rather, they will condemn them, as proving their hearts 
to be alienated from God. Their employments may 
not be ſinful, but highly proper, if purſued on right 
principles, and in due ſubordination to the care of their 
ſouls. Yet, probably, more perſons periſh eternally 
through an immoderate and unſeaſonable attention to 
things, which are right in themſelves, than by groſs and 
avowed iniquity. 

After the refuſal of thoſe, who were firſt bidden, the 
invitation is enlarged. The ſervant is charged to 
bring in the poor and diſabled ; and, as ſufficient room 
ſtill remains for the accommodation of many more 
gueſts, he is diſpatched in ſearch of thoſe, who are diſ- 
perſed abroad in the moſt forlorn and wretched condition, 
Even theſe, the refuſe of men, are importuned, by the 
molt cogent arguments, to enter, and ſatisfy their wants; 


that ſo the ſumptuous preparations may not be loſt, 
The Jewiſh nation deſpiſed their own mercies; but 


te through their fall ſalvation is come unto the Gen- 
tiles *.” To us, who are © the ends of the earth,” 1s 


the gracious call addreſſed. Though we are in a ſpi- 


ritual ſenſe, © poor, and maimed, and halt, and blind,” 
we are allowed to partake of the rich banquet, Nay, 
though we be ſinners of the moſt abandoned character, 
fitly repreſented by thoſe who lie in * the . highways 
and hedges,” we are permitted, and even preſſed in the 
moſt forcible manner, to come. Many have already 
complied with the invitation; but © yet there is room 


* Rom. xi. 11. 


for 
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for boch more; and it is the Lord's determination 
that his houſe ſhall be filled. x 

The Maſter is incenſed, when his kindneſs is re- 
jected, and he reſolves in diſpleaſure, that thoſe, who 
have ſhewn ſuch contempt of him, ſhall be excluded 
from his entertainment. Thus is an awful admonition 
indeed. The Lord of heaven and earth conſiders him- 
ſelf as inſulted, when his Goſpel is made light of. Do 
we not dread his indignation ? Why, then, do we trifle 
with his meſſages of mercy? Poſſibly, they may never 
be renewed. He may inſtantly bar the door againſt 
us, and declare, , Thoſe men ſhall not taſte of my 
ſupper.” Since he has done this againſt the Jews, let 
us fear for ourſelves, © leſt any man fall after the 
ſame example of unbelief “.“ 


Great multitudes {till attended Jeſus i in his progreſs; 
and yet, probably, but few of them were attached to 
his cauſe, from right principles. It is to be expected, 
that, amongſt the numerous profeſſors of the Goſpel, 
there will be many of a ſuſpicious character. All, 
therefore, ſhould be exhorted to examine of what ſort 
their religion is, from what motives it was firit taken 
up, and whether they ſo value it, as to be willing to ſuf- 
fer for its fake. To this purpoſe our Lord addreſſed 
the vaſt concourſe of people, who followed him: 

f any man would enter into my ſervice, he mult 


_ renounce all worldly views and expectations. Who- 


ſoever conſents not, on every neceſſary occaſion, to ga 
in oppoſition to his neareſt friends and relatives, ſo as 
o appear even to hate them; whoſoever is averſe to 


® Heb, iv. 17. 


give 


* 
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give up the moſt beloved enjoyments, and lay down 
life itſelf, in my cauſe, cannot be acknowledged as my 
diſciple, Severe as the trial may ſeem, if he refuſe to 


combat difficulties, to endure extreme hardſhips, and to 


perſiſt in the path, which my example or command 


may point out, he poſſeſſes not the temper of mind in- 
diſpenſably requiſite for my ſervants.” 

tt You, therefore, who profeſs an attachment to me, 
ſhould deliberate well what you do; for you are un- 
dertaking an arduous and important buſineſs, Like 
one, who 1s about to raiſe an edifice, you ſhould make 
the proper calculations, that you may know, whether 
you can finiſh the work which you are planning, The 
inconſiderate builder, whoſe labours are diſappointed 
and ſuſpended, is deſervedly expoſed to the deriſion of 
others. Or, as a prince, who meditates an hoſtile ex- 
pedition againſt a neighbouring power, you ſhould 
inquire, if you are ſufficiently prepared to meet your 
enemy. Is your force ſuch, as to give you a reaſon- 
able hope of ſucceſs? It were better, not to provoke 
an attack, than haſtily to ruſh into the battle, and there 
to betray your weakneſs and cowardice. Rather than 
fall in the conflict, or baſely deſert your ſtandard, re- 
main in your preſent ſtate, bad as it may be, and pre- 
fer a diſhonourable peace to a deſtructive war.“ 

Thus you ſhould examine, whether you polleſs 
what my ſervice demands; for, if you be unwilling to 
renounce the deareſt objects in life, for my ſake, yau 
cannot be ranked amongſt my people, or receive any 
advantage at my hands. With an unſound profeſſion 


of religion, you would reſemble the © ſalt, which has 
loſt 
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loſt its ſavour, and then, inſtead of anſwering any va- 
luable purpoſe, as thoſe who are * the ſalt of the earth,” 
you would be uſeleſs, or a nuiſance in your place, fit 
only to be caſt out with contempt. Let every one, 
who deſires inſtruction, attend to the ſolemn admoni- 
tion.” ; 

Such was our Lord's addreſs to his followers ; and, 
in its main argument, it is perfectly applicable to our- 


ſelves. The ſame bold and diſintereſted regard to him, 


which he then required, we alſo muſt poſſeſs. With 


the ſame holy jealouſy and circumſpection, we ſhould 


ſearch and try our hearts. Are we his diſciples in- 
deed? What motives or expectations induced us to 
aſſume that character? Or, what is our preſent plan? 
Are we determined to give up every thing, which 
ſtands in competition with Chriſt, that he may be our 
«all in all?” If otherwiſe, let us not act as diſſemblers 
with God, leſt we be rejected with abhorrence, as far 
mare deteſtable than thoſe, who never made pretenſions 
to ſanctity. 

The foregoing exhortation may ſeem harſh and e- 
vere, to perſons of a tender ſpirit; and thoſe who are 
oppreſſed with guilt, may be ready to infer, that Jeſus 
forbids, rather than encourages, their application. But 
the following repreſentation will obviate ſuch a con- 
cluſion. 2 

Many publicans and ſinners came about him, ſhew- 
ing great eagerneſs in liſtening to his inſtructions “. 
Nor did he diſdain their company, or drive them from 
him by denunciations of vengeance, as if their caſe were 
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_ deſperate. His condeſcending attentions and compa: 
ſionate addreſſes were calculated to inſpire them with 
humble hope towards God. Theſe, however, diſpleaſed 
the Scribes and Phariſees ; and they inſinuated, that he 
countenanced the profane and licentious. A ſimilar 


objection is often urged againſt his miniſters, when 


thoſe, who have been diſſolute and abandoned, are 
drawn to hear them. It is thought a reproach to the 
Goſpel, that it gives the moſt gracious invitations, and 
propoſes a full and free forgiveneſs, to men of this de- 
ſcription. But this is, in fact, its brighteſt glory, 
though too dazzling for carnal eyes to behold ; and, 
accordingly, they turn away from it with diſguſt. Thoſe 
eſpecially, who expect and claim a preference for their 
own ſuppoſed goodneſs, quarrel with the greatneſs of 
the mercy, and generally pretend a vaſt concern for the 
intereſts of morality, which, they raſhly conclude, are 
likely to ſuſtain an injury. In oppoſition to them, we 
believe it to be for the honour of Chriſt, that © he 
receiveth ſinners,” even thoſe, who are marked out as 
peculiarly infamous for their numerous and aggravated 
offences. He welcomes, pardons, ſanctifies, comforts, 
protects, and ſaves them. This is extenſive, rich, and 
diſtinguiſhing grace indeed, and it ſhould induce us 
more than ever, to love, and praiſe, and truſt him. He 
acts in a way worthy of himſelf; and thofe, who know 
his character, admire that very part of it, which en- 
rages the Phariſees. 
He vindicated his own conduct, ſhewing its pro- 
priety, and the extreme unreaſonableneſs of the objec- 
tions urged, This he did in three parables, all tend- 
10g 


in 
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ing to illuſtrate the abundance and the freeneſs of his 
mercy, and each an emblem of the favourable recep- 
tion, which penitent ſinners, though they have been 
accounted moſt hopeleſs, ſhall meet with from him. 
Let the tranſgreſſor, then, who is ready to fink into 
deſpair, be encouraged to lift up his eyes to this dear 
Lord and Saviour, who will not diſdain to help him. 

A ſtriking appeal is made to our own feelings, and 
the general practice of mankind, Where is the per- 
ſon, who, loſing only one out of a numerous flock of 
ſheep, will not be at pains to ſearch after it, and expreſs 
a peculiar pleaſure in its recovery, eſpecially if it had 
appeared unlikely to be found? Our own miſerable 
ſtate is here exhibited. We have wandered far from 
the fold of God, and, though expoſed to want and the 
aſſaults of furious and malicious enemies, are unwilling 
of ourſelves to return. But our attention is directed 
to the compaſſionate care of Jeſus, under the character 
of © the good Shepherd,” who, with much labour to 
himſelf, ſeeks and reſcues the loſt ſheep, and takes it 
under his immediate protection. Nor ſhould this be 
conſidered as a trifling incident, a matter of indiffer- 
ence, Every inſtance of the converſion of a ſinner is 
an important event, and will communicate the higheſt 
delight to thoſe, who underſtand the worth of an im- 
mortal ſoul. Jeſus himſelf exults, and all the bleſſed 
inhabitants of heaven expreſs a rapturous joy, as if their 
own happineſs were increaſed, when any, however pro- 
fligate, is © turned from darkneſs 55 light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God.“ They triumph in ſuch 
1 reſtoration, as being a peculiar acquiſition, more than 
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in the continued felicity of eſtabliſhed believers, whom 
they looked upon as already ſecure. This is a grand 
diſplay of pure and diſintereſted benevolence in the ce- 
leſtial world. Who ſhall object, or be tortured at the 
ſight, but the malignant prince of darkneſs, and they 
who bear his image ? ; 

Another repreſentation, to the ſame purpoſe, is given 
us in the caſe of a poor woman, who, after much 
anxiety and diligent ſearch, finds the piece of money, 
which ſhe had loſt out of her little treaſure, This ap- 
pears a prize peculiarly valuable, and yields her more 
ſatisfaction than all her other ſtock, which ſhe conſi- 
dered as a ſafe poſſeſſion. Such is the generous con- 
cern, which Jeſus feels for the periſhing ſouls of ſinners. 
In whatever inſtances his grace proves effectual, ſo that 
they, © who ſometimes were far off, are made nigh” 
to God, he rejoices that he has done and ſuffered fo 
much for their ſalvation, and the holy Angels, who are 
called to witneſs the momentous change, are filled with 
wonder, love, and praiſe. And ſhall we preſume to 
cenſure him for this exalted kindneſs ? Rather, ſhall we 
not take occaſion from it, to admire the Shepherd, who 
came in ſearch of us, and adore the ever-bleſſed Lord 
of all, who ſpared-no pains for our recovery ? 

The ſubject is {till further illuſtrated in another pa- 
rable. A ſtory is related, containing circumſtances to 
which no hearer can refuſe to liſten : and the ſimplicity 
of the narrative is ſuch, as not only engages the atten- 
tion, but intereſts and affects the heart. The younger 
of two ſons, after receiving his proportion of fortune, 
is repreſented as departing, from his father's houſe, the 
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reſtraints of which were irkſome to him, and going 
to a diſtant country. There the thoughtleſs youth 
ſquandered away his ſubſtance by intemperance. He 
was ſoon reduced to the moſt infamous ſervitude, and 
to ſuch a degree of wretchedneſs, that he was on the 
point of periſning by hunger. A lively emblem of our 
ſinful conduct and its miſerable conſequences! A par- 
ticular reference to the Gentile world, and to the caſe 
of profligate characters, might be deſigned. But we 
have all reſembled this fooliſh man, in diſliking the 
ſtrictneſs of true religion, caſting off the fear of God, 
and departing from him, with a full determination to 
gratify the deſires of our hearts. And have we found 
the happineſs, which we expected in our own ways ? 
Alas! far otherwiſe. The effects of our apoſtaſy have 
been diſtreſſing and ruinous in the extreme. Like the 
poor prodigal, we are become deſtitute, enſlaved, and 
contemptible. In ſuch a ſtate, we can procure nothing 
to ſupport and ſatisfy the ſoul, and we ſtand on the 
brink of deſtruction. How pitiable the caſe! And it 
is the more pitiable, as few are ſenſible of their degra- 


dation and wretchedneſs. 


A change, however, took place in the unhappy 
youth. He came to himſelf,” as if he had been till 
that time intoxicated or inſane; and then reflecting on 
the comfortable ſituation he had left in his father's fa- 
mily, and the miſery, diſgrace, and danger, which he 


had brought upon himſelf, he formed the reſolution of 


returning to his inſulted parent. He remembered his 
former pride, rebellion, and wickedneſs ; and his pur- 


poſe was to confeſs his aggravated guilt, and earneſtly 
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to requeſt the ſhelter of his father's roof, though it 
ſhould be in the loweſt capacity of a menial ſervant. 
He proceeded, without delay, to execute his plan, In 
this ſtage of the hiſtory we perceive the pleaſing cha- 


rater of a true penitent. Then only, does a man 


ce come to himſelf,” or enjoy the proper exerciſe of his 
reaſon, when he feels convictions of his folly and baſe- 
neſs, and diſcovers ſtrong deſires of reſtoration to the 
divine favour, And what other expedient can the 
awakened ſinner adopt, but to flee. to his offended God, 
to pour out his ſoul with unfeigned contrition, and to 
lift up his voice to heaven with inceſſant cries for mer- 
cy? Though he dare not be confident of acceptance, 
it will be proper, ſurely, to try the effect of an humble 
application: and, if he cannot aſk: for the privileges of 


a child, let him earneſtly ſolicit an admiſſion into the 


family on any terms. But his former practices, prin- 


ciples, and connexions, mult be renounced, and a re- 


turn not only reſolved on, but inſtantly attempted, 
The kind and forgiving father beheld the fon at a 
diſtance ; and, as if he had forgotten his paſt ingrati- 
tude and perverſeneſs, without waiting for his nearer 
approach, he ran with open arms to embrace him. 


The penitent youth began his intended confeſſion ; but 


the indulgent parent, as if impatient to relieve his diſ- 
treſs, interrupted him, prevented his requeſt, aſſured 
him of his love by the ſtrongeſt tokens, and immedi- 
ately commanded all his houſehold to give the moſt ex- 
preſſive demonſtrations of their joy, inaſmuch as his 
dear child, who had been conſidered as irretrievably 
loſt, was reſtored to life and happineſs. What does all 
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this teach us, but that God can pardon more freely 
and extenſively, than we could have conceived? He 
views with delight the very beginnings of repentance, 
the firſt efforts of a ſinner towards a return, He liſtens 
with ſatisfaction to his broken cries for mercy, and, 
inſtead of upbraiding him with any part of his accu- 
mulated guilt, he haſtens to confer every mark of at- 
fectionate regard. The Angels of heaven, alſo, as well 
as believers upon earth, are required to exult in that 
event, from which the moſt glorious effects are pro- 
duced. Such is the loving kindneſs of our God! Who, 
then, ſhall deſpair of acceptance or heſitate to apply 
unto him? © He will fave, he will rejoice over thee 
with joy: he will reſt in his love, he will joy over thee 
with ſinging *.” 

But one of the family refuſes to participate in the ge- 
neral happineſs. The elder ſon is diſguſted at the at- 
rention ſhewn to his brother, who had been ſo licen- 
tious and abandoned, and, while he boaſts of his own 
dutiful ſubje ion to his father, complains that he meets 
not with ſuch a preference, as he might have expected. 
The father condeſcends to argue with him on the un- 
reaſonableneſs of his objections, even allowing the juſ- 
tice of his claims, and ſtill maintains that it was every 
way proper and expedient to expreſs the higheſt delight 
in the recovery of a child, who had been given up as 
loſt. This part of the parable contains a ſtriking re- 
proof df . thoſe proud and captious adverſaries, the 
Scribes and Phariſees, who reproached the Saviour for 
receiving ſinners. Here their own perverſeneſs is ex- 


* Zeph. iii. 17, 
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hibited. For, while they were incenſed, that any no- 
tice ſhould be taken of the moſt diſſolute characters, or 
at leaſt that they ſhould be admitted to fayour upon the 
ſame terms with themſelves; and, while the Jewiſh nation 
in general could not bear, “ that the Gentiles ſhould be 
fellow-heirs, and of the ſame body,” they moſt exactly 


reſembled the elder brother. And do not many, in mo- 


dern times, betray a ſimilar averſion to the rich grace 
of the Goſpel, which is extended to the moſt heinous 
offenders? There are thoſe, who value themſelves on 


the uninterrupted regularity of their conduct, and are 


extremely diſguſted, that no peculiar compliment is 
paid to their excellence, and that others are put upon a 
level with them. But are they not wrong, even on 
their own principles? For, granting all that they can 
poſſibly urge in their behalf, no injury will be done to 
them by the kind and affectionate manner, in which 
every penitent is received. Let them make good 
their claim, and they will be treated with ſuitable re- 
ſpect. But let them not refuſe to rejoice, when thoſe, 
whoſe caſes appeared moſt hopeleſs, are taken into the 
number of the children of God and heirs of everlaſting 
life. The Lord God will vindicate his own glory in 
diſpenſing his merey freely. Let us not petulantly ob- 
jet to any part of his plan of redemption, but drop all 
our angry prejudices againſt it. Let us implore for- 
giveneſs for ourſelves, as thoſe who deſerve to periſh ; 
and, under ſuch a conviction, we ſhall wonder, not that 
others are ſaved, but that we, who “ were enemies, are 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son,” 
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Jeſus delivered the parable of the unjuſt feward—ſhew- 
ed the uſe of money—reproved the Phariſees— deſcribed 
the caſe of the rich man and Lazarus —exhorted to avoid 
giving offence, to forgive injuries, and maintain faitb— 
cured ten lepers — foretold the deſtruftion of Jeruſalem — 
deſcribed the nature of acceptable prayer, by the parable 
of the importunate widow, and that ef the Phariſee and 
Publican. | 


Tesvs directed his ſteps towards Jeruſalem, with a 
full view of all his ſufferings before him, and even with 
an earneſt deſire ro enter upon them. He was yet in 
Galilee ; and, during his progreſs through that country, 
he continued to exerciſe his miniſtry, Jabouring to dif- 
fuſe the knowledge of the truth, and to give unequi- 
vocal proofs of his divine character. While we con- 
template him perſiſting in his work with diligence and 
cheerfulneſs to the very laſt, may we learn to perſevere 
in the moſt vigorous exertions for the glory of his 
name, till we finiſh our courſe ! What, though the croſs | 
lies before us? Let us imitate the holy example of the 
Saviour; and we ſhall follow him to his kingdom, 

Hh 4 Publicans 


472 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 


Publicans and ſinners, we have ſeen, attended on his 
preaching, and many Scribes and Phariſees, alſo, were 
preſent at the ſame time, In the audience of them all, 
and with a view to their inſtruction, he addreſſed his diſ- 
ciples, pointing out in what manner worldly poſſeſſions 
are to be improved *, He ſpake, as uſual, in parabolical 
language, and repreſented a rich man calling his ſteward 
to account, that he might diſmiſs him for unfaithfulneſs 
in his truſt, The guilty ſervant attempted not his own 
vindication, but ſhewed extreme ſolicitude about his 
future ſupport, He contrived to make friends to him- 
ſelf by falſifying his books in favour of the various 
debtors of his lord, that ſo they might be diſpoſed to 
entertain and aſſiſt him, when diſcarded from his office. 
The expedient was diſhonourable and baſe, but it was 
ingenious ; and, therefore, his maſter, who could not 


but condemn the injuſtice, admired the prudence af the 


man, who had ſo artfully provided for his own ſubſiſt- 
ence. We are here taught to conſider ourſelves as the 


ſtewards of God, who is the great Lord and Proprietor 


of all, At no diſtant period we muſt give up our ac- 
counts, and be removed from our preſent polt, W hat, 


then, ſhall we do? Have we not been negligent and 


treacherous in the diſcharge of our truſt ? Have we not 
waſted our Maſter's goods, devoting that to the pur- 
poles of pride and ſenſuality, which God claims for his 


own? How ſhall we anſwer to the accuſation ? Have we 


no fears about our future condition ? Or, what ſchemes 
have we formed, for our own ſecurity in the day of oup 
calamity ? 

# Luke XVI. I, &c, 


Jeſus 
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Jeſus obſerved, at the cloſe of the parable, that they, | 

whoſe hearts are fixed upon this world, are much more 
attentive to their ſecular intereſts, than thoſe are to their' 
ſpiritual and eternal concerns, whom God hath taught 
to know their duty and happineſs. Surely, there is 
abundant cauſe to reprove the remiſſneſs of Chriſtians 
among ourſelves ; for we perceive in them but little of 
that contrivance and aſſiduity for the welfare of their 
7 ſouls, which men in general- diſcover for the attain- 
4 ment of the low and trifling objects of the preſent life. 
| - Jeſus, alſo, improved and applied the parable, to 
the following effect. Riches, which commonly de- 
ceive the expectations of their poſſeſſors, and often are 
ſubſervient to the purpoſes of ſin, may yet be employed 
to great advantage. By a proper uſe of them, you 
may conciliate the eſteem of thoſe, whoſe friendſhip is 
moſt valuable. Many, whom you have inſtructed, re- 
heved,, viſited, and cheered, and to whom your bounty 
has endeared you, may go before you to heaven, and, 
upon your. removal from the place you now fill up, 
may ſtand ready to welcome you to the ſame bliſsful 
habitations, where they will confeſs their obligations 
to you. A very ſmall ſhare, indeed, of wealth may 
be committed to your care; but your religious prin- 
ciples will be evinced by your behaviour in the loweſt 
ſtation, ſo that we may ſafely infer from it, what would 
3 be your conduct in a higher. If you act as unfaithful 
6 ſtewards in the diſpoſal of your temporal ſubſtance, 
' worthleſs as it is, how can you expect to be intruſted 

with thoſe bleſſings, which are of real value? And 

if you treacherouſly miſapply what is not, ſtrictly, 
; | your 


your own property, but only put into your hands for 
the benefit of others, you have no reaſon to believe, 
that God will confer upon you a certain and everlaſting 
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poſſeſſion, How neceſſary is it, then, that you make 
a deliberate choice, whom you will ſerve ! You will be 
ſupremely attached either to God or the world; and in : 
proportion as you eſteem the one, the other will be diſ- : 
regarded. It is impoſſible, that you can live in ſub- - 
jection to two maſters, whoſe demands are ſo directiy 8 
oppoſite. 5 

The Phariſees head the ſolemn admonition ; but þ 
they treated it with ſcorn, becauſe the love of money q 
had the aſcendancy in their hearts, and the doctrine of ß 
Jeſus ſtruck at the root of that vile principle. The 
miniſters of God, like their great Exemplar, muſt ex- 
pect to be derided by thoſe, whoſe practices and tem- 
pers they condemn: yet they ſhould not, on this ac- 
count, keep ſilence. Jeſus reproved the hypocriſy of 
the Phariſees, in the moſt awful terms, declaring, that, 
while it was their object to preſerve appearances be- 
fore men, God perceived their inward diſpoſitions, and 
that He looks with abhorrence on thoſe things, which 
ſhort-ſighted mortals may admire. Would to God, 
that every proud and covetous pretender to piety, 
whoſe reputation ſtands high in the Church, would ſeri- 
ouſly conſider the tremendous truth ! 

The Phariſees profeſſed a high regard for the Mo- 
ſaic inſtitution. Our Lord, therefore, remarked to 
them, that this was deſigned to continue only till John 
the Baptiſt appeared; that in him God began to open 
the new diſpenſation, and to ſet up the kingdom of 

Meſſiah; 
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Meſſiah ; and that of the benefits and bleſſings of that 
government, which he its harbinger proclaimed, men 
of all characters were now anxious and eager to par- 
take, Still, he obſerved, the ancient law did not fail, 
as if it had not anſwered the end: for it received its 
completion in the Goſpel, which fulfilled the types and 
prophecies, and enforced the moral commands. In 
ſome points, particularly with reſpect to the ſacred and 
inviolable bond of marriage, they themſelves explained 
away or perverted its meaning, and he reproved them 
as guilty of adultery in divorcing their wives for every 
trifling cauſe of diſguſt. | 

Let us beware of the ſpirit, of the en ak 
not be ſatisfied, as they were, with certain external ob- 
ſervances in religion. It is poſſible, we ſee, that thoſe, 
who pretend to be very zealous for duties, may be la- 
mentably defective, and allow themſelves in groſs vio- 
lations of the divine precepts. Let us inquire, then, 
how far our principles and practices agree. The high- 
eſt veneration for the law ſhould diſpoſe us, not to re- 
ject, but embrace, the Goſpel. They both come from 
the ſame God, and harmonize in the ſame glorious plan. 
The Chriſtian revelation is, indeed, the perfection of 

every preceding economy, and by this eſpecially God 

eſtabliſhes the kingdom of his Son. Do we wiſh to ſe· 

cure its bleſſings? Then we are required to exert all the 

faculties of our ſouls ; for © every man preſſeth into it. 

The faint deſire, the unoperative reſolution will leave us 

ſhort of heaven; the poſſeſſion of it is Ae 
| without a holy violence, 

$6 WH | Beſire 
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Before the fame audience, and in order to enforce 
the foregoing admonitions, Jeſus proceeded to deliver 


an affecting parable. He deſcribed the future miſeries, 


which will follow a life of carnal indulgence, though - 


pleaſant for a ſeaſon, and the everlaſting bleſſedneſs, to 


which the ſervant of God ſhall be admitted, however 
afflicted upon earth. A rich man is repreſented, ex- 


pending his fortune merely for the ſupport of an elegant 


appearance and a luxurious table. His plan was, to 


allow himſelf every gratification, which his income 


would afford; but, while he conſulted only his own 
wiſhes, he conſidered not the neceſſities of others. A 


poor beggar, named Lazarus, incapacitated for any la- 
bour by a diſeaſed body, was placed before his door, 


imploring relief. This diſtreſſed object was neglected, 


except by the dogs, who licked his ſores, as if they 


were more compaſſionate than their maſter : but even 
this circumſtance ſhewed his calamitous ſituation, ſince 
he was covered with ulcers, which were expoſed to the 


open air, and at the ſame time he could hardly obtain 
the ſmalleſt crumbs for his ſubſiſtence. Death, how- 


ever, ſoon put an end to the ſufferings of the one, and 


the enjoyments of the other: and then how different 


their condition! Lazarus, who was dear to God, not- 
withſtanding his extreme indigence, was conducted by 


a company of heavenly ſpirits to a diſtinguiſhed abode 
in the kingdom of bliſs and glory. The rich epicure 
might have the parade of a pompous funera}, but his 
grandeur followed him no farther. He was caſt into hell, 
and there conſigned to the torment of everlaſting fire; 


while the view of Lazarus's happineſs and exaltation | 


increaſed 


1 3 eee n 
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increaſed his own miſery. He petitioned, that the once 
deſpiſed beggar might be ſent to alleviate the excru- 
ciating agonies, which he endured from the fierceneſs 
of the flames: but this could not be granted.  Deli- 
verance from his pain, and even the ſmalleſt abatement 
of it, was denied; an impaſſable gulf ſeparated him from 
the ſociety of the bleſſed; and he, who had before en- 
joyed every delicacy, could not then obtain a drop of 
water to cool his parched tongue. 

Five brethren ſtill ſurvived him, and all trod in the 
very ſame ſteps. He begged, therefore, that a ſpecial 
meſſenger might be ſent from the world of ſpirits, to | 
warn them of thoſe extreme ſufferings, which awaited 
them. Perhaps he had been inſtrumental to their pro- 
fligacy; and the deſire of preventing their deſtruction 
might ariſe from a fear of its aggravating his torment. 
The requeſt, however, was refuſed, on this ground, 
that the teſtimony of the inſpired writers was ſufficient 
for their conviction, and that thoſe, who rejected ſuch 
an evidence, would give no credit even to a witneſs 
riſing from the dead. 5170 
The whole repreſentation is tremendous, and yet 
moſt inſtructive. Who now will plead for a life de- 
voted to pleaſure and ſenſual purpoſes? Who will pre- 
ſume to ſay, There can be no harm in expending our 
fortune upon ourſelves? or that no bad conſequences 
will reſult from the gratification of our wiſhes, pro- 
vided our income will ſupport it? Our Lord has 
ſhewn, that, by ſuch a conduct, the truſt repoſed in us 
is betrayed, the poor neglected, God forgotten and 


provoked, the ſoul debaſed and ruined, and a fire kin- 
8 dled 
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dled againſt us, which will © burn to the loweſt hell,” 


and which never can be quenched. Will not © the 


ſinners in Zion be afraid, and fearfulneſs ſurpriſe the 
hypocrites?” Ah! “ who among us ſhall dwell with 
the devouring fire? who among us ſhall dwell with 
everlaſting burnings * ?” 

We congratulate the faithful ſervants of God, though 


deſtitute as Lazarus. You poſſeſs a happineſs beyond 


the reach of the world, of which no afflictions can de- 
prive you. Though you can hardly procure the mean- 
eſt fare or the coarſeſt apparel; and though, while your 
diſeaſed bodies can ſcarcely endure the hardſhips of 
hunger, nakedneſs, and cold, you are the ſcorn of your 
opulent neighbours, yet we will call you bleſſed. Death, 
which ſtrikes a terror into others, may inſpire you with 
confidence and joy. For then you ſhall obtain perfect 
deliverance, and be © carried by Angels into Abraham's 
boſom.” | 
Is it ſuppoſed, that ſtronger evidence is wanted, to 
convince men of the dangerous tendency of fin? The 
ſacred ſcriptures declare it, with all the ſtrength and 
clearneſs, of which language is capable. The teſtimo- 
nies of departed ſpirits, who have entered upon the in- 
viſible world, are withheld from us, and we have no 
right to aſk for them, or to conclude that they would 
be at all regarded by unbelievers. Let the word of 
God, then, be fairly conſulted, and its deciſions impli- 


citly received; or elſe, we {hall ſoon feel thoſe torments, 


which we are unwilling to credit. 


* Iſa. Xxxiil. 14. 


Aſter 
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After this intereſting parable, Jeſus addreſſed him- 
ſelf again to his diſciples, ſuggeſting certain cautions 
and directions for their conduct“. Some of theſe things 
had been ſaid before, but their importance rendered 
the repetition expedient and needful. He warned them 
againſt giving any cauſe of offence to others, obſerv- 
ing, that though in ſuch a world as this, among crea» 
tures ſo conſtituted as we now are, caſes of that kind 
may be expected, yet they are attended with awful con- 
ſequences. It is abundantly better to ſuffer any cala- 
mity, and even to be cut off by a violent death, than 
to bring a reproach on the good ways of God, or to 
occaſion the meaneſt of his people to depart from them. 
In an eſpecial manner, he exhorted them to beware of 
an angry and implacable diſpoſition, ſince this would 
be peculiarly diſgraceful to the Goſpel, and declared 
that their forgiveneſs of injuries ſhould be unlimited. 
How neceſſary for ourſelves is this ſolemn counſel! 
cc Ye that love the Lord, hate evil :“ for inconceiv- 
able miſchief may reſult from any wrong practices or 
tempers obſerved in your deportment. Many may be 
prejudiced againſt the truth, and ſome ſo ſtaggered, as 
entirely to renounce it, when they perceive that it pro- 
duces ſo little influence upon you. A contentious and 
quarrelſome ſpirit is particularly unſuitable to your cha- 
racter ; for, though frequent occaſions of complaint 
may occur, you are to © ſuffer long and be kind,” and 
thus to prove that the Goſpel, which you receive, is a 


ſyſtem of peace and love. 


* Luke xvii. 1, &c. + Pfal. xcvii. 10. 


The 
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The Apoſtles, it ſhonld ſeem, being affected by a 
ſenſe of cheir great difficulties, and their inability to ſur- 
mount them through the weakneſs of their religions 
principles, earneſtly prayed unto the Lord, that he 
would increaſe their faith. For ſuch is the efficacy of 
this grace, that it will bear up the ſoul againſt the ſe- 
vereſt trials, ſtrengthen for the moſt arduous ſervices, 
preſerve in temptation, and ſanctify our inward diſpo- 
ſitions. But how frequently is it obſtructed in its ope- 
rations! If the near attendants and moſt honoured ſer- 
vants of Jeſns lamented their deficiency in this reſpect, 
ſurely the moſt eminent believers now may with pecu- 
liar propriety exclaim, Lord, increaſe our faith.“ 

Þ Jeſus reminded them, that the leaſt degree of it, 
though ſmall as a grain of muſtard ſeed, will produce 
wonderful effects, and enable the Chriſtian to perform 
duties, which would otherwiſe be as impoſſible, as the 
tranſplanting of a tree into the midR of the ocean. Yet 
he taught them, after all their exertions, to aſſume no 
merit to themſelves, but to acknowledge that their 
obedience to God in every point was no more, than 
he had a right to demand, and that, as it added nothing 
to him, it gave them no claim upon him. According 
to this deſcription, we all are the ſervants of Jehovah, 
the great and ſovereign Lord, and ſhould attend to our 
proper work, till it be finiſhed, not looking for our 
complete reſt and enjoyment, before we have done the 
buſineſs aſſigned us; and even then we ſhall deſerve 
nothing. Surely a ſlight knowledge of ourſelves will 
diſpoſe us to confeſs, that © we are unprofitable ſer- 
| vants,” 
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vants,” nay, remembering what we are, we ſhall not 
be unwilling to own, that we are miſerable offenders. 
j]e-eſus continued to proſecute his journey to Jeruſa« 
lem through Samaria and Galilee, and ſcattered bleſſ- 
ings as he went. Near to a certain village, into which 
he was about to enter, ten unhappy perſons, afflicted 
with leproſy; preſented themſelves before him, T hey 
| food, indeed, at a diſtance, as was required of them, 
leſt others ſhould be defited by their loathſome diſorder, 
It was Riot, however, too far for the voice of che ſup- 
plicant, Having heard of the power and grace of Je- 
ſus, they implored his merciful regard. He looked 
on them with compaſſion, and inſtantly directed them 
to ſhew themſelves to the prieſts, who alone were 
authorized to decide, when the malady was removed. 
They obeyed his word in the believing expectation of 
a cure, and, as they were going, were healed. The 
influence of our great Reſtorer of life and health ex- 
tended to the remoteſt places, as well as to the objects 
immediately within his view. The fame miracle was 
wrought upon them all ; but only one of them, it ſhould 
ſcem, and he a Samaritan, was properly affected with 
it. He returned to proclaim the kindneſs of his Bene- 
factor, and his own obligations to him. With admiring 
and grateful adoration, he bowed at his feet, and with 
a loud voice gave glory to God. This inſtance of faith 
and love in a Samaritan, a ſtranger to the common- 
wealth of Iſrael, was a ſtriking reproof to the reſt. He, 
therefore, obtained the peculiar approbation of the Say 
viour, and was diſmiſſed in peace. 

Vor, III, Ii Have 
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Have we been the ſubjects of Chriſt's healing power? 


Has not the leproſy of ſin ſpread its poiſonous infection 
over our ſouls? And ſhall we not cry to him, © Jeſus, 
Maſter, have mercy on us?” Thoſe, ſurely, who are 
reſtored by his grace, cannot but be thankful : yet alas ! 
none of them feel ſo lively a ſenſe of his goodneſs, as 
they ought. Is there one out of ten, who gives glory 
to God with proper energy and zeal? And is not in- 
gratitude, on ſuch an occaſion, moſt deteſtable ? You, 
| who have experienced deliverance by the power of 
Jeſus, return to praiſe him; and commend him to the 
notice and eſteem of others, while, with aſtoniſhment 
and love, you declare what he has done for you. 


Perhaps he was arrived at the great city, or, at leaſt, 


was in the neighbourhood, when the Phariſees inquired 
of him, at what time God would eſtabliſh the king- 
dom, of which he had ſpoken ſo much. He replied, 
that they were deceived about the nature of this king- 
dom : that it would not be attended with fuch external 
pomp and grandeur, as to excite general obſervation ; 
but that, being inward and ſpiritual, it exiſted in the 
hearts of his people. He ſuggeſted alſo to his diſciples, 


that they would ſoon be longing for his appearance, in. 


vindication of their deſpiſed cauſe, but warned them 
not to be miſled by impoſtors, who ſhould ariſe in 
great numbers. He declared, indeed, that after his 
paſſion, then approaching, he would manifeſt himſelf in 
a moſt aw ful manner, to take vengeance on his enemies; 
and that coming, ſuddenly and terribly as the light- 


ning, he would confound and deſtroy them. He fore- 
told, 
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told, that many would be cut off in the midlt of their 
buſineſs, their gaiety, and ſenſuality, as in the days of 
Noah and of Lot, when thouſands periſhed, in the for- 
mer caſe by the flood, and in the latter by fire and 
brimſtone from heaven. And, as this tremendous des 
ſolation ſhould be accompliſhed ſo quickly, he directed 
his diſciples to flee for their lives, at the very firſt 
commencement of the troubles, without attempting to 
ſecure any of their poſſeſſions. He warned them to 
remember Lot's wife, leſt they alſo, through an at- 
tachment to worldly things, ſhould be involved in the 
general ruin. He predicted, that in this public devaſ- 
tation the moſt painful ſeparations would be made, the 
neareſt friends divided, the moſt intimate connections 
broken; ſo that, where two perſons ſnould be united in 
the cloſeſt bonds, the one ſhould be reſcued by a pe- 
culiar act of grace, and the other left to periſh, 

It was inquired, where the terrible deſtruction vould 
take place; and our Lord replied by a proverbial ex- 
preſſion, that the eagles would be gathered to the car- 
caſe. ' This ſeemed a plain intimation, that the Ro- 
mans, whoſe enſigns bore the image of the eagle, ſhould 
be the inſtruments of that calamity, and that they would 
fly as thoſe ravenqus birds to their prey, It might alſo 
be intended to imply, that, wharever obſtinate ſinners 
are marked for ruin, the judgments of God will find 
them out, and haſten with an unerring aim to accompliſh 
their perdition. 

The awful ſubject will be afterwards e For 
the preſent, we obſerve, that the prophecies of Jeſus, 
which clearly referred to one ſignal event, were all in 

Ii 2 due 
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due time exactly accompliſhed. Jeruſalem was given 
up to entire deſolation, the unbelieving Jews periſhed 
miſerably, and the Chriſtians, obeying our Lord's di- 
rections, obtained a memorable deliverance, Are we 
not, then, here inſtructed, that © it is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God * ?” And ſhould 
we not be folicitous to provide a refuge for ourſelves, 
againſt that day of more terrible calamity, when © the 
vials of the wrath of God ſhall be poured out” upon 
all impenitent ſinners, and there ſhall be no eſcape ? 
. Jeruſalem was deſtroyed for its contempt and rejec- 
tion of the Goſpel; and, if God be ſtill jealous for the 
honour of his Son, what has Great Britain to expect? 
O may we know the time of our viſitation, and em- 
brace the offers of mercy, which are held out to us, in 
the Saviour ! 

We inquire, then, with ferious concern, of all, to 
whom the word of truth is preached, Are you mem- 
bers of the kingdom of God? Is it ſet up © within 
you?“ It is declared to be © righteouſneſs, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt f. Have you underſtood 
what theſe bleſſings mean, ſo as to feel their efficacy in 


your own hearts? If not, you are as much ſtrangers, 


in reality, to the character of Jeſus, and as certainly 
obnoxious to the divine vengeance, as the unbeheving 
Jews. O flee from the tremendous ſtorm, while yet 
there is a poſſibility of eſcape ! Be willing to make uſe 
of the appointed refuge ; that, when the deſtroying An- 


gel unſheaths the ſword, you may be protected from 


the ſtroke of juſtice. 


* Heb. x. 31. + Rom. xiv. 17. 
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Probably with a view to encourage his diſciples un- 
der the proſpect of their approaching difficulties, Jeſus 
exhorted them to pray, and to urge their requeſts with 
uncealing ardour *. Let us attend to his counſel: 
« Men ought aLways to pray,” at all times, and in 


all the various circumſtances of life. Though many 


difficulties attend the practice of the duty, and our 
petitions ſeem to be rejected, we are © not to faint.” 
Our fears may ſuggeſt, that God hath forgotten to 
be gracious,” and that it were vain to hope for his 
mercy ; yet we are here taught, to renew our applica- 
tions with freſh vigour, and © give him no reſt,” till 
he vouchſafe to grant us deliverance and comfort. 

The efficacy of ſuch continued fervour in our ad- 


dreſſes to God, is exhibited in a ſhort parable. A poor 


diſtreſſed widow, under great oppreſſion, earneſtly ſo- 
licited the interference of a magiſtrate in her behalf, 
that ſhe might obtain juſtice, He, being deſtitute of 
every good principle both toward God and man, re- 
fuſed for ſome time to undertake her cauſe ; but at 
length he conſented, merely that he might be freed 
from the trouble of her importunity. Jeſus has directed 
us to draw the proper concluſion from this little hiſ- 
tory. The Lord God may ſeem regardleſs of the in- 
ceſſant cries of his afflicted people, for a conſiderable 
ſeaſon : but ſtill they ſhould perſevere in their ardent 


ſupplications, and expect his gracious interpoſition. 
Like holy Jacob, they ſhould wreſtle with him, and 
ſay, I will not let thee go, except thou bleſs me.“ 


Then will he reſcue them from the oppreſſion of their 


Luke xviii. 114, 


1 ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual enemies, and ſatisfy the deſires of their ſouls, 
Yet, great as this encouragement is, how few are ani- 
mated by it! Do not ſome appear ſo diſheartened, and 
ſo © faint in their minds,” as to grow remiſs, and almoſt 
abandon their hope ? Thus Jeſus lamented, that, upon 
his coming, he ſhoull find but little faith on the earth. 
And ſhould this be the day of his viſitation among our- 
ſelves, we fear that the number of firm and lively be- 
lievers would be proved to be ſmall indeed. Ah! why 
do we diſtruſt his promiſe ? Or, if we maintain our de- 
pendence upon it, why do we give way to ſo many 
diſtreſſing apprehenſions? Why are we ſo backward to 
the duty of prayer; ſo cold and languid in the perform- 


ance ? Surely we treat the Lord, as if we thought that 


he would not be true to his word. 

Another parable, addreſſed to thoſe, who boaſted of 
their own goodneſs, and looked down with contempr 
upon others, inſtruts us with what temper of mind we 
ſhould make our approaches to God. We may draw 
near with confidence, in reliance on the Saviour ; but 
not with preſumption, as if we had a claim upon him, 
on the ground of our own merit. We are taught to 
bow before him with the deepeſt humiliation and ab- 
horrence of ourſelyes, confeſſing our iniquity, and im- 
ploring forgiveneſs through his free and abundant mercy, 
as revealed in the Goſpel. This is repreſented in the 
caſe of two men, a Phariſee and a Publican, who went 
to worſhip at the temple. Their principles and diſpo- 
fitions were widely different; and very different alſo 


was the effect of their prayers, 
The 
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The Phariſce ſtood by himſelf, with much ſelf. ſuffi- 
ciency, as if he ſhould be polluted by coming near the 
Publican. His devotions, if ſuch they may be called, 
contained not one petition ; and, though he pretended 
to thank God, his obje& was to complimeat himſelf, 
while he deſcribed his own excellency, and recounted 
the various ſervices he had performed. He alleged, 
that he was far better than the generality of mankind, 
that he had avoided the groſs fins, in which many - 
others lived, and which might be charged upon the 
notorious character then preſent, and that he had alſo 
been exact in all ceremonial obſervances. Such was 
the detail of his goodneſs, ſuch the only foundation of 
his hope towards God. And was not this © ſacrifice 
an abomination unto the Lord? Yes, a proud ſpirit 
is peculiarly odious to him; and he hath determined, 
cc that no fleſh ſhall glory in his preſence.” But are 
not many, under a Chriſtian profeſſion, worſhipping 
with the temper of the Jewiſh Phariſee? Let his 
prayer be tranſlated into modern language, and it would 
deſcribe preciſely the ſentiments of numbers among us. 
We have many, who compare themſelves with others, 
who boaſt of their virtue, their freedom from ſcandalous 
crimes, and their ſtrit performance of certain cuſtom- 
ary rites. But what ſhall we ſay? Shall we not re- 
mark, as before, that ſo long as they exalt themſelves, 
their moſt ſpecious offerings, whether of charity or de- 
yotion, are offenſive to God ? | 
Another character, however, is here exhibited, and 
that of an acceptable worſhipper. The Publican, or 
Roman tax gatherer, whoſe former life, it is probable, 


114 | had 


488 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

had been ſtained with many enormities, was compelled 
under the terror of an awakened conſcience to humble 
himſelf in the preſence of God, and to deprecate his 
yengeance, He ſtood at a diſtance from the fanc- 
tuary, and with eyes caſt down upon the ground ; thus 
expreſſing his unworthineſs to draw near or look up to 
God. Nor was ſuch demeanour the only evidence of 
his feelings. Smiting upon his breaſt, through ex- 
treme anguiſh for his accumulated guilt, and conſeſſing 
himſelf a ſinner obnoxious to juſtice, without offering 
any plea in his own fayour, he prayed, that, if it were 
poſſible, God would extend his mercy to him. To 
ſuch a contrite penitent as this, however flagitious his 
conduct may have been, the promiſes of the Goſpel 
are addreſſed. Let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon *,” This the Publican 
found: he went down to his houſe in peace, having 
obtained acceptance with God. How inſtructive, how 
animating is the example ! It is recorded for our encou- 
ragement ; and the declaration is added, to revive the 
heart of all thoſe who are ready to deſpond, * He that 
humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted.” For this abun- 
dant grace, indeed, we are indebted to him, wha 
te died for the ungodly,” and whoſe <« blood cleanſeth 
from all ſin,” Our application to God muſt be made 
in his name, and in dependence on his merits. But 
even the interpoſition of Chriſt will not avail us, un- 
leſs we feel that “ godly ſorrow which worketh repent- 


® Ifa, lv, 7. : 
ance, 
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ance, and that deep humiliation which the Publican 
expreſſed. We may have been preſerved from groſs 
offences; but, if we be truly ſenſible of our guilt, we 

ſhall not be unwilling to be conſidered on a level with 
the worſt of characters, in the point of our acceptance 
with God, nor will any other prayer ſuit us ſo well, as 

that which js here provided, God, be merciful to me 
a wy” 


JESUS 
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JESUS CHRIST, 


SECT, 28. 


Teſus, attending at the feaſt of dedication, gave fight to a 
man born blind revealed himſelf to him, when excom- 
aunicated—aeſcribed himſelf as the Door, and the good 
Shepherd —declared his union with the Father, and mi- 
raculonfly eſcaped from being ſtoned. 1 


Jesus had now taken his leave of Galilee, and ar- 
rived at Jeruſalem. There he attended at the cele- 
bration of a certain feſtival, which is ſuppoſed to have 
been kept in remembrance of the purification of the 
temple by Judas Maccabeus “. This was an inſtitution 
only of human authority; but he did not on that ac- 
count neglect it, and he has taught us by his example 
to pay a ſerious reſpect to thoſe obſervances, which 
tend to the advancement of religion, even though they 
be not eſtabliſhed by the divine command. 

In ſuch a world as this, objects of wretchedneſs pre- 


ſent themſelves on every ſide ; but we may learn from 


Jeſus, not to look on the diſtreſſed without feeling the 
tendereſt emotions of compaſſion. As he paſſed through 
the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, he beheld with merciful re- 


John x. 22, 1 Mac. iv. 59. Joſeph. Antiq. book xii, chap. 11. 
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gard a poor beggar, 'who had been' blind from his 
birth“. The diſciples, taking notice of the unhappy 
caſe, propoſed a queſtion of curious ſpeculation. They 
aſked, whether the calamity was not to be confidered 
as a particular judgment from God, for ſome heinous 
tranſgreſſion committed either by the man or his pa- 
rents. Poſſibly, they entertained the idea of a pre- 
_ exiſtent ſtate, and ſuppoſed, that the ſufferings of this 
life are puniſhments for former ſins. The Jews, at 
leaſt, are ſaid to have imbibed that abſurd notion from 
the doctrines of certain heathen philoſophers. 

Jeſus, however, without entering into a ſubtle diſ- 
quiſition upon the caſe, declared, that the afffiction was 
appointed, not as a judicial viſitation for any remarkable 
offence, but that the mighty power of God ſhould be 
diſplayed by its miraculous removal. He further ob- 
ſerved, that his time of ſervice in this world, which he 
knew to'be very ſhort, muſt be diligently improved, in 
order to promote the great end of his miſſion, and 
that he ſhould continue, during his abode here, to give 
light to them, that were in darkneſs. Let us make 
the application to ourſelves. We, who are ſinners, 
ſhould always conſider, that we deſerve to bear diſtin- 
guiſhing marks of the divine indignation. Whereſo- 
ever we perceive a poor ſufferer, oppreſſed by heavy 
calamities, let us not curiouſly inquire into his crimes, 
but attend to our own, which merit a like, if not a ſe- 
verer, viſitation. It may reconcile our minds to the 
molt painful afflictions, to remember, what our Lord 
intimates, that they may be deſigned to promote the 
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praiſe and glory of God. Let us not forget, how ſoon 
our day of labour and of uſefulneſs will be cloſed, that 
we may exert ourſelves with vigour for the benefit of 
others, If the Saviour ſhone as “ the light of the 
world,” what are our obligations? Are we not bound 
to fulfil the purpoſes of the life, which is given us? 


Shall we depart to the awful reckoning, before theſe 


are anſwered ? If we would imitate our great Exemplar, 


we muſt not trifle away the few remaining moments 


in ſenſuality or ſupineneſs, or omit any one opportunity 
of rendering aſſiſtance to our fellow-creatures. 


Jeſus not only attended to the cries of the diſtreſſed, 


but in ſome caſes granted relief, where it was not ſoli- 
cited, as in the inſtance before us. We obſerve, too, 
that, though all his miracles were illuſtrious, they were 
performed in different ways. In ſome a word or a 
touch ſufficed; in others, certain means were made 
uſe of, but ſuch as magnified his mighty power. He 
anointed the man's eyes with clay : but this, it muſt be 
allowed, ſeemed more likely to take away than com- 
municate ſight. He then commanded him to waſh in 
the pool of Siloam; and inftantly, upon this being 
done, the cure was accompliſhed. The efficacy, how- 
ever, ſhould not be aſcribed to any peculiar virtue in 
thoſe waters, but to Him, whom by their ſignificant 
name they typified, © the Sent” of God. He alone, 
who ordered this ſingular expedient, could render it 
ſucceſsful. The ſame, we may remark, is evident with 
reſpect to his other appointments. The ordinances of 


his church are, indiſputably, weak in themſelves, and 


unable to impart any bleſſing to the ſoul, But he is 
3 pleaſed 
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pleaſed to confer grace upon thoſe, who frequent them 
in obedience to his directions, and in dependence on 
his promiſe. Let us therefore conform to his inſtitu- 
tions with the ſimplicity of unfeigned faith, and his 
power will be therein diſplayed, for the relief of all'our 
ſpiritual neceſſities. 

The miracle-was manifeſt, ang it could not but en- 
gage the public notice, as the man, whoſe ſight was 
reſtored, was generally known. All were aſtoniſhed, 
but ſome were enraged; in conſequence of which, pains 


were taken to diſprove the fa&t, or by ſome means to 


calt an odium upon Jeſus, This malignant oppoſition, 
however, tended to confirm the evidence, and-publiſh 
it the more extenſively. In like manner, modern in- 
fidels, by their hatred of the Goſpel and aſſiduous at- 
tempts to invalidate its teſtimony, do really advance 
the cauſe which they mean to injure; and the more 


they reſiſt God, the more his truth is eſtabliſned, and 
they themſelves are confounded. 


The man was ſummoned before the Sanhedrim, 
and cloſely examined concerning the change he had ex- 
perienced, which-he deſcribed with the molt artleſs ſim- 
plicity, and from which he declared, that he conſidered 
the author of it as a prophet. This occaſioned a di- 
viſion in the council; ſome, with. hypocritical ſanctity, 
pretending, that Jeſus had profaned the ſabbath, be- 
cauſe he had performed the miracle on that holy day, 


and therefore that he could not be of God; while others 


were conſtrained to acknowledge, from the. evidence 
before them, that he could not, poſſibly be an impoſtor. 
Some unfairneſs or colluſion being ſuſpected, endea- 


vours 
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vours were uſed to diſcover the trick. The man's 


parents, therefore, were called and ſtrictly queſtioned. 


The fact, indeed, they openly aſſerted, and yet, through 
the fear of excommunication (which all were threatened 


with, who ſhould confeſs Jeſus to be the Meſſiah), - 
they dared not avow their own convictions, but referred 


their examiners to the teſtimony of their ſon. 

He was again interrogated by the rulers; and, while 
they with vehemence and bitterneſs reviled the Saviour 
as a worthleſs and profane wretch, the poor beggar ven- 
tured to plead his cauſe with confidence. He main- 
tained before them all, that the miracle was undeniable, 
and the concluſion from it reaſonable, that Jeſus muſt 
have received his commiſſion from heaven. This pro- 
voked them the more; and inſtantly, without any other 
charge of guilt, they paſſed the very ſevere ſentence of 
excommunication upon him. 

Whether, now, ſhall we moſt pity, the condemned 
perſon, or his judges? Ah! how odious their conduct, 
how miſerable their caſe, who, with inconteſtable evi- 
dence before them, ſtill hardened their hearts, and de- 
termined not to be convinced ! He, though deſtitute of 
the advantages of education, and in a great meaſure ig- 
norant of the real character of Chriſt, dared to act agree- 
ably to his conſcience, and refuſed to depart from his. 
_ teſtimony, whatever he might ſuffer. We aſk, then, 

Where are thoſe, who have courage enough, in the 
face of oppoſition, to vindicate the character of Jeſus ? 
Can you ſpeak of any benefit, which you have received 
from him? Though unable to maintain an argument 
— ſubtle * can you declare, that he has 
communicated 
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communicated light to your mind, and ſay, as the poor 
beggar, if you can add no more, One thing I know, 
that, whereas I was blind, now I ſee?” By ſuch a ſim- 
ple evidence as this, many an unlettered peaſant has 
pleaded the cauſe of Chriſt with great ſueceſs, and 
ſometimes to the confuſion of the moſt learned adver- 
ſaries. But it may expoſe you to reproach and bitter 
perſecution. Be it ſo. What have you to fear, while 
you ſtand up for the honour of the Saviour? It is a 
ſervice, of which you ſhould not be aſhamed, and in 
which you need not dread any conſequences. Do not, 
therefore, ſhrink from it, or, as the man's parents, put 
it off to another; but come forth, and avow yourſelves 
the diſciples of Jeſus, whoever may, on that account, 
exclude you from their ſociety. He, whoſe intereſt 
you eſpouſe, will manifeſt his favourable regard to you, 


in due ſeaſon. 


The poor outcaſt, it ſhould ſeem, underſtood but 


little of Jeſus, yet, being faithful to his convictions, he 
obtained further information. The Saviour ſought 


after him, that he might reveal himſelf to him. Upon 
being aſked, therefore, Doit thou believe on the 
Son of God ?” he confeſſed his ignorance, but ſhewed, 
at the ſame time, that he was a ſerious inquirer after 
the truth, and eagerly deſirous of inſtruction. Ac- 
cordingly, no ſooner had Jeſus explicitly declared him- 
ſelf to be that exalted character, than he cried out, with 
a holy rapture, © Lord, I believe;” and, to teſtify his 
unfeigned ſubmiſſion and dependence, he bowed down 
in devout adoration of him. Thus he received a dou- 
ble cure, and exhibited, by the change wrought both 
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in his body and ſoul, unqueſtionable proofs of the 

power and grace of the Redeemer. How ſeaſonable 
was this manifeſtation to the excommunicated man, 
while he ſuffered under the ſevere and injurious ſentence! 
The Lord will adminiſter the neceſſary ſupport and 
conſolation to thoſe, who ſeek him in ſincerity ; and he 
will ſele& the moſt ſuitable time and method for that 
purpoſe. Fear not, therefore, you; who are faithfully 
devoted to him, whatever may come upon you in his 
ſervice. We need not ſay, when the profane world 
turn away from you with ſcorn, but even when your 


deareſt friends caſt you off, for the truth's ſake, he 


will prevent you from ſinking under the trouble, and 
perhaps he may then favour you with peculiar diſco- 
veries of his ſalvation. In this confidence the royal 
Pſalmiſt triumphed, © When my father and my mo- 
ther forſake me, then the Lord will take me up“. 
But ſhould the queſtion, be propoſed. to us indivi- 
dually, © Doſt thou believe on the Son of God?“ what 
anſwer could we return? Are not many, who aſſume 
the Chriſtian profeſſion, as far from the faith of Chriſt, 
as if they had never heard his name ? If, however, with 
a teachable diſpoſition we aſk, how we are to conceive 
of him, or what regard is due to him, he himſelf will 
inſtruct us. 0 
In addreſſing the man, to whom he had given ſight, 
he conveyed both information and encouragement, 
while he obſerved, that one grand deſign of his appear- 
ance was, to communicate the light of life to all, who 
feel and lament that they are deſtitute of it. But he 
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added, that he came alſo for judgment, as well as mercy, 


to expoſe their folly, who boaſted of their own under- 


ſtanding, and to ſeal them up in ignorance, who were 


too wiſe to be taught. Certain of the Phariſees, it 


ſhould ſcem, were preſent at the latter part of this de- 


claration; and, conſidering themſelves as charged, by 


an oblique reference, with ſpiritual blindneſs, they were 
_ diſguſted, It muſt needs be offenſive to the pride of 
thoſe, who have acquired a reputation for learning and 
_ diſcernment, to be treated as intellectually dark, and 


having .the ſame need of divine illumination, as the 
moſt illiterate. Jeſus, therefore, warned them, that 


they could not plead in excuſe for themſelves the want 


of information, and that a conceit of their own know- 
ledge chiefly kept them in unbelief, and greatly aggra- 


vated their guilt and condemnation. This, ſurely, may 
| furniſh a forcible exhortation to us, that we © lean not 
_ unto our own uaderſtanding,” and that we pray ear- 
neſtly, not to be given over to a judicial blindneſs, but, 
by the illumination of the Holy 8 pirit, to diſcover © the 
truth as it is in Jeſus,” | 


Our Lord continued his addreſs, with a particular 
view to thoſe falſe teachers, who rejected him *. Speak- 
ing in parabolical language, he declared, by a folemn 
aſſeveration, that whoſoever enters into the fold any 
other way than by the appointed door, 1s to be con- 
ſidered as an injurious and deſtructive intruder. He 


deſcribed the real ſhepherd, as approaching by the re- 
gular acceſs, which alone can be allowed, and gaining 


immediate admiſſion. To ſuch an one the care of the 
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ſheep is intruſted : he watches over them with a tender 
regard to their different caſes and neceſſities; and they 
acknowledge him as their guide, ſupporter, and de- 
fender. But they will not pay the ſame reſpect to him, 
who is not thus connected with them, and yields not a 
due attention to their concerns. This was indeed an 
awful reproof of the Phariſces, who pretended to in- 
ſtruct the people, and yet underſtood not the only in- 
ſtituted method of ſalvation; and it was an intimation, 
that, whatever character they aſſumed, the true mem- 
bers of the Church would not ſubmit to them, but turn 
away from them with diſguſt.- Yet they ſaw not the 
drift of the parable ; and therefore Jeſus ſpake in plainer 
language to the following effect: wa 
« | myſelf am that Door, to which I referred; and 
it is neceſſary, that every one, who would be a teacher 
of others, ſhould be properly acquainted with my me- 
diatorial office, and cordially devoted to my ſervice. 
There have been thoſe, who have urged the ſame claims 
before, and many have preſumed to mark out for their 
diſciples a different courſe from that which I preſcribe ; 
but they were deceivers and uſurpers, whoſe object was 
their own gain, and not the good of the flock. The 
faithful people of God, however, have always diſco- 


vered the ruinous deluſion, and refuſed to be led by 


their influence. I am the only way of admiſſion into 


* 


the Church; and he, who approaches to God in a real 
dependence upon me, ſhall be protected from all aſ- 
ſaults of enemies, and ſhall find abundant ſupport and 
comfort for his ſoul, in the rich proviſions of the Goſ- 


pel. The arrogant intruder into the facred function of 
| | the 
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the miniſtry is a deſtroyer and murderer of immortal 
ſouls. But the purpoſe, for which I am come, is to 
beſtow ſalvation in a larger meaſure, than has ever yet 
been known upon the earth.“ e 

e J, therefore, perform the office of * the good 
Shepherd,” and am the very perſon, deſcribed by the 
ancient prophets under that title“: my people ſhall 
enjoy ſecurity and happineſs, through my affectionate 
care for them; and I will render them every attention 
and fervice, which the moſt vigilant and compaſſionate 
ſhepherd can yield to his flock. Circumſtances of pe- 
culiar danger may occur, which will try the ſtrength of 
his regard for the ſheep. In ſuch ſituations, the man 
who has no property or concern in them, will not ex- 
pole himſelf for their defence, but leave them to be 
diſperſed and devoured by every beaſt of prey; while 
the real owner, who feels an attachment to them, will 
Rand by them in all extremities, and hazard his ſafety, 
that he may ward off the aſſaults of the deſtroyer,” 

« This is the character, which 1 ſuſtain for the be- 
nefit of my redeemed ones: and as a mutual love ſub- 
fiſts between me and them, ſimilar to that which the 
Father and I bear to each other, ſo, in the ſincerity 
and fervour of my affedtion, I cheerfully give up my 
own life, to reſcue them from perdition. My flock, 
alſo, extends beyond the limits of your nation: there 
are thoſe among the Gentiles, however hopeleſs they 
may appear, who ſhall obey to call, and be incorpo- 
rated into my Church, that all believers may conſtitute 


* Iſa. x), 11. Ezek. xxxiv. 23. xxxvil. 24. Mic. v. 4, 
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one ſociety under the care and protection of the ſame _ 
exalted Head, The Father himſelf is pleaſed with my 
-attention to the welfare of my people, and with my 
voluntary undertaking for them. It is, therefore, our 
ſettled plan, and a part of the commiſſion which I have 
received from him, that I ſhould die and riſe again. 
Of my own accord I lay down that life, which I could 
eaſily retain againſt all the violence of men and devils; 
and by the ſame ſovereign power I can reſume it, fince 
it is not poſſible, that J ſhould be impriſoned in the 
grave, contrary to my own will.” 
How intereſting is the whole of this addreſs! Who 
among us can be unconcerned about an admiſſion into 
the fold of God, or the only poſſivle mode of procuring 
that admiſſion ? Have we, then, diligently inquired for 
this appointed way ; and do we conſent to make uſe of 
it? It is more eſpecially incumbent upon the teachers 
of religion to examine their principles. As they would 
dread the condemnation of the ancient Phariſees, and 
the odious appellation of © thieves and robbers,” they 
ſhould ſeriouſly conſider, with what motives they aſ- 
ſumed the ſacred character. Have they been actuated 
by an unfeigned regard to Chriſt? Is he the ſole ground 
of their dependence? And 1s 1t the grand object of 
their miniſtry to diſplay his grace, and exalt his glory? 
Very miſchievous indeed are the effects, which reſult 
from ſuch perſons undertaking to inſtruct others, as are 
themſelves ignorant of the ſalvation of God. Many, 
many precious ſouls are deluded to their eternal ruin. 
Let us pray, therefore, that © the Church, being al- 
way 
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way preſerved from falſe apoſtles, may be ordered and 
guided by faithful and true paſtors, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord *.” | 
« The good Shepherd” can never be unmindful of 
his flock, Let us contemplate this deſcription of him, 
till we feel an increaſing ſtrength and livelineſs of faith 
and hope, of love and joy. How amazing is that 
compaſſion, which induced him to take notice of our 
wretched caſe! How ſhould that depth of humiliation 
and ſuffering, to which he ſubmitted for our recovery, 
endear him to us! How ſhould that tenderneſs of re- 
gard, with which he provides for all the various caſes 
of his people, encourage our truſt, and inſpire us with 
confidence | But are we indeed “ the ſheep of his paſ- 
ture?” Have we heard his voice, recalling us from our 
wanderings ; and are we now content to abide in his 
fold? In dependence on him, do we go in and out, and 
feed upon the rich paſtures of his grace? © All we, 
like ſheep have gone aſtray: let us“ now return unto 
the Shepherd and Biſhop of our ſouls t,“ and pray that 
others alſo, though far off, may be brought nigh, and 
made one with us in him. I 
Our Lord's declarations produced different ſenti- 
nlents in his hearers. Some turned away from him 
with diſguſt, and in a contemptuous manner derided 
him as a demoniac and a madman, unworthy of any 
ſerious attention. But there were thoſe, who judged 
more favourably of him, both from the doctrines he 
advanced, and the miracles he wrought, Thus, alſa, 
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the faithful preaching of the Goſpel generally creates a 
diviſion. It is no uncommon thing for men to ſpeak 
evil of what they underſtand not, and to vent their en- 
mity againſt the zealous advocate for Chriſt, by ſcorn- 
ful reproaches fimilar to thoſe, which were caſt upon 
Him. And yet, ſuch is the force of the truth, that, 
even in the midſt of much oppoſition, ſome will be ſo 
impreſſed with it, as to exert their influence in its ſup- 
port, Let us © take heed, how we hear,” and examine 
for ourſelves, without being biaſſed by the objections 
of others. 

Jeſus was walking in the portico, which forrounded 
the temple, probably ſoon after his preceding difcourſe, 
when many of the Jews came about him, though with 
no friendly diſpoſition. They defircd a ſtill plamer 
declaration from «himſelf, whether or no he was the 
Meſſiah; and it is likely that they wiſhed for it, as a 
ground of accuſation againft him. Jeſus, therefore, 
reproved them for their unbelief, in diſregarding his 
former claims, and referred them to his works, for a 
full demonſtration of his divine character. He ſhewed 
their baſeneſs in continuing to reject him, notwithſtand- 
ing ſuch accumulated evidence, It was a conduct, 
which clearly proved, that they belonged not to that 
favoured company, the ſheep of his flock, all'of whom 
acknowledge him as their Leader and Commander, 
receiving his doctrines, and obeying his directions. 
Theſe, however reproached by men, he affirmed to be 
the objects of his peculiar notice, and fecure, under the 
protection of his Almighty arm, from the aſſaults of 
their moſt powerful enemies. He has redeemed them 
3 | | 19 85 to 
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to himſelf, and engaged to reſcue them from every dan- 
ger, and conduct them to the poſſeſſion of eternal life. 
He added, that the Omnipotence of the Father is 
pledged for their defence, ſince he and the Father © are 
ONE,” not in deſign only, but in nature and perfec- 
tion, the ſame infinite and uncontrollable Being. As 
Jehovah, therefore, cannot be overcome, his people are 
invincible. | 
How clear and expreſs the declaration ! Myſterious, 
we allow it to be; for we pretend not to comprehend 
the divine eſſence, or to explain, in what manner this. 
union can ſubſiſt. But we maintain the real and pro- 
per Deity of the Saviour, on the authority of this in- 
fallible word; nor dare we make any difference or in- 
- equality, where the ſcriptures have forbidden it. We 
confeſs our obligation to © honour the Son, even as we 
| honour the Father,” and derive the ſtrongeſt hope and 
conſolation from the important doctrine. 

This high claim gave great offence ; and fo it has 
ever done: but the furious oppoſition of men ought 
not to deter us from the cordial reception of the truth 
of God. The Jews took up ſtones to ſtone him, as 
they had done on a former occaſion * What a tre- 
mendous fight was this! Sinners riſing up with mur- 
derous rage againſt the Saviour, and arming themſelves 
for the deſtruction of © the Holy One of God!“ Why 
did he not cruſh them in a moment, and conſume them 
in their iniquity ? Or why does he bear with our per- 
verſeneſs? Only becauſe he is the Lord, merciful, 
and gracious, ſlow to anger, and plenteous in mercy .“ 
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With aſtoniſhing compoſure and mildneſs, he ſtood to 
expoſtulate with them on their unreaſonable conduct in 
recompenſing all his benevolent actions with ſuch bar- 
barity. They pretended, indeed, a religious zeal; for 
they conſidered him, by what he had ſaid, as © making 
himſelf equal with God.” Now had they miſtaken his 
meaning, is it not in the higheſt degree improbable, 
that he ſhould ſuffer them to continue in ſuch an error, 
without contradicting it? Yet in his reply he did not 
renounce, but confirmed and vindicated his claim. 

He argued, that kings and rulers were in their ſerip- 
tures called © gods “,“ as repreſentatives of Jehovah ; 
but that he was infinitely ſuperior to them, and came, 
in a character peculiar ro himſelf, immediately from 
the higheſt heavens; and therefore that he ought not 
to be treated as a blaſphemer for aſſerting his proper 
title and dignity. In ſupport of it, he ſolemaly appeal- 
ed again to his works, which he called the works of his 
Father, being ſuch as none but Jehovah could perform, 


'and maintained from them, what he had before affirmed, 


that he and the Father are one. This, ſurely, was clear 
and deciſive ; nor can there need a comment to deduce 
the Godhead of Chriſt from theſe repeated declarations. 
The Jews underſtood him as advancing this very doc- 


* Pal. lxxxii. 6. It is ſuppoſed by ſome, that magiſtrates ob- 
tained this high appellation, only as types of the Redeemer, and ag 
an intimation, that He would really be very God in himſelf, where- 
as they were ſtyled ſo merely with a reference to him. Accord- 
ingly, our Lord's argument has been expounded with a view to 
this ſenſe 3 and the interpretation certainly deſerves ſerious conſi- 
deration. 
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trine, though they determined, through their pride and 
ignorance, to reject it: and therefore they renewed their 
attempts to deſtroy him. By a miracle, however, as 
on other ſimilar occaſions &, he eſcaped from their vio- 
lence; ſince he had yet a few months longer to con- 
tinue his labours on the earth. F 
A proper opportunity is here offered us, to warn thoſe F 
of their danger, who oppoſe the Divinity of the Son 
of God. Beware, left, ſinning as the Jews did, you 
ce fall after the ſame example of unbelief.“ If their 
ſpirit and conduct were fo odious, can your's be accept- 
able to him? Your error, if perſevered in, will be de- 
ſtructive. For you cannot poſſeſs right affections to- 
wards the Saviour, nor yield him that reverence and 
ſubmiſſion, which he demands, unleſs you acknowledge, 
that he © is over all, God bleſſed for ever .“ For 
the preſent, he bears with your petulance and folly, in 
reſiſting his claims; but at length he will ariſe to vin- 
dicate his right, to the everlaſting confuſion of all his 
enemies. 

We have only to add, that when Jeſus withdrew 
from this perſecution at Jeruſalem, he retired to a diſ- 
tant part, even beyond Jordan, where John had for- 
merly exerciſed his miniſtry. There many reſorted to 
him, having been prepared, as it ſhould ſeem, by the 
teſtimony of the Baptiſt, to receive him. Theſe, there- 
fore, without heſitation, believed on him, while the 
great and learned at Jeruſalem rejected him with ſcorn. 
Thus the ſin of ſome perſons may eventually become 
the ſalvation of others. The kingdom of God,” 


Luke iv, 30. John viii. 59. + Rom. ix. 5. 
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when taken; from thoſe, who oppoſe, is given to ſuch 
as will thankfully ſubmit to it. Happy the people be- 
vond Jordan, who were favoured with the preſence of 
the Saviour, becauſe they knew the time of their viſi- 
tation ! Let us fear for ourſelves and our country, leſt 
our perverſeneſs ſhould provoke. him to depart from 
us; and therefore let us yield all ſerious attention to the 
word of truth, which we hear. O Lord, withdraw not 
the Goſpel of thy grace, nor the influence of thy Spirit, 
from us! Here fix thine abode, and make us willing 
and obedient in the day of thy power, May we be 
added, as faithful members, to thy Church on earth, and 
conducted to thy heavenly kingdom, there to behold 
thy glory, and praiſe thee as one with the Father, world 
without end! Amen, 
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SECT. 29, 


Teſus anſwered inquiries about divorces —ſhewed a tender 
regard to liltle children —replied to a young ruler — 
warned his diſciples of the danger of riches —delivered 

- the parable of the labourers in the vineyard —haſtened 
to Jeruſalem to ſuffer—cured two blind men near Je- 
richo. | 


Taz enemies of Chriſt, even while they ſeem to 
prevail, are ſubſervient to his purpoſes : by their op- 
poſition to the truth, they are eventually the cauſe of 
its more extenſive promulgation. Thus, we have ſeen, 
when Jeſus was driven away from Jerufalem, the peo- 
ple beyond Jordan received the benefit of his miniſtry. 
To them he imparted his bleſſings with a liberal hand: 
for he was followed by great multitudes, whom he in- 
ſtructed in the myſteries of his kingdom, and healed 
of their various bodily difeaſes *, 

Hither, alſo, the malice of the Phariſees purſued 
him. They came, with an intention of drawing him 
into ſome difficulty, or of prejudicing the people 
againſt him. They pretended to conſult him on the 
ſubject of divorces, and aſked, whether it were allow- 
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able for a man to diſmiſs his wife for every trifling rea- 
ſon. He knew their malevolent deſigns, and yet con- 
deſcended to anſwer their inquiries, He referred 
them to the original inſtitution of marriage, as delivered 
in their own ſcriptures, with which, he argued, the ſe- 
parations ſo prevalent among them were totally incon- 
ſiſtent, To this it was objected, that Moſes had coun- 
tenanced thoſe divorces by an expreſs law for the pur- 
paſe . Jeſus rephed, that a permiſſion of that kind 
had indeed been granted to their nation, © on account 
of the hardneſs of their hearts,” which might have 
produced worſe miſchiefs, but that ſuch a toleration 
was repugnant to the firſt appointment of the ſacred 
union. 

The diſciples reſumed the ſubject in private, when 
he ſolemnly declared, that, if either of the parties ſo 
bound together put away the other, (excepting only 
for the cauſe of unfaithfulneſs) and entered into a freſh 
connection, it was adultery in the ſight of God. The 
repreſentation appeared ſo ſevere, that they judged it 
adviſable to decline an engagement, which could not 
be annulled. But this was a wrong concluſion : for our 
Lord obſerved, that, though various reaſons might 
lead men to celibacy, it - ſhould not be impoſed upon 
any, and that thoſe, who preferred it with a view of de- 
voting themſelyes more entirely to. God, ſhould poſ- 
ſeſs peculiar grace, ſuited to the circumſtances of that 
ſtate. | | 

This may ſeem an unintereſting topic to ſome read- 
ers; but the licentiouſneſs of the preſent age renders 


* Deut. xxiv. 1. 
it 


JESUS CHRIST, 509 


it in an eſpecial manner neceſſary, © Marriage is ho- 
nourable in all“;“ yet few, we apprehend, proceed to 
it under the influence of right motives, in the fear of 
God, or with a real regard to their ſpiritual welfare. 
A ſudden and capricious attachment, the gratification 
of libidinous deſires, worldly expectations or conveni- 
ence, are the grounds on which moſt perſons connect 
themſelves together; and in ſuch caſes, as there is no 
firmneſs of virtuous principle, the bond of union is 
more liable to be broken. Diſappointments enſue, 
diſguſt ariſes, a freedom of intercourſe becomes irk- 
ſome, a ſeparation is eagerly wiſhed for, and conſe- 
quences, molt deſtructive to religion and ſociety, 
take place. How frequent are ſuch inſtances among 
us, particularly in what is called faſhionable life! So 
numerous are the applications for divorces to one 
branch of our legiſlature, as to conſtitute no ſmall part 
of the deliberations of that auguſt body. The many 
examples of contention and impurity, which are thus 
brought to light, ſtain the records of Parliament, diſ- 
grace our profeſſion of the Goſpel, and expoſe our na- 
tion to the judgments of an incenſed God. 

How much care and circumſpection, then, are ne- 
ceſſary in the choice of a partner, with whom we are 
to ſpend our days! If we would attain real and abiding 
happineſs in ſuch a connection, it is indiſpenſably re- 
quiſite, that our inclinations be regulated according to 
the will of God, that we ſeek his direction and bleſſing, 
and aim at his glory. Thoſe, alſo, who are bound to- 
gether by the marriage-covenant, ſhould maintain a 
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conſtant vigilance over themſelves, leſt, by any part of 
their ſpirit and conduct, they ſhould excite diſguſt in 
each other, and render their union painful. Let them 
learn to © bear one another's burdens,” and, by the 
exerciſe of patience, forbearance, and love, promote 
their mutual comfort and advancement in the road to 
heaven. 

The dread of inconveniences and trials ſhould not, 
however, deter men from that which is God's own in- 
ſtitution, and for which our very nature is formed. 
Few, we fear, continue ſingle, on real principles of 
religion: few poſſeſs the grace, which is neceſſary for 
that ſtate. The celibacy of many, it is evident, leads 
to licentiouſneſs ; and therefore it is their fin and re- 
proach. While they boaſt of their liberty, and rove 
at large, for the indulgence of their paſſions, they are 
haſtening their own perdition, and with much aſſiduity 
laying ſnares for the unwary, whoſe bodies and ſouls 
are ſacrificed for a vile and momentary gratification, 
What aggravated guilt is here 

During our Lord's continuance in the ſame neigh- 
bourhood, the inhabitants regarded him with ſuch ve- 
neration, that many preſented to him their tender off- 
ſpring, who were not capable of profiting by his in- 
ſtructions, requeſting his ſolemn benediction and de- 
vout interceſſions for them“. The diſciples would 
have prevented it, and put them from him, unwilling 
that their Maſter's time ſhould be occupied with in- 


fants, as he had other more important buſineſs to em- 


ploy him. Jeſus, however, ſhewed much diſpleaſure 
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at their officious interpoſition, and commanded that 


even the youngeſt children ſhould be allowed a 'free 
acceſs to him, inaſmuch as the kingdom of God 


ſhould conſiſt of ſuch members. He declared, -alfo, 
as he had done before, that no perſon can belong to 
that holy community, who is not brought to a fimpli- 


city of diſpoſition, reſembling that of a little child. 
With the greateſt complacency, therefore, and moſt 


amiable condeſcenſion, he took them up in his arms, 


and pronounced his bleſſing on them. 
This occurrence may ſeem trifling, but it is replete 
with inſtruction. It ſhould endear the Saviour to us, 


when we obſerve ſuch deciſive proofs of meckneſs and 


compaſſion in his character. And, ſince Jeſus allows 
and invites thoſe of tendereſt age to come unto him, 


affirming them to be capable of being received into 


his kingdom, ſhall we forbid their admiſſion into his 
Church, and exclude thoſe, whom he has not exclud- 
ed? The argument, drawn from this paſſage in favour 


of infant baptiſm, though not direct, appears conclu- 


ſive. For why did he ſhew ſuch a regard to infants, 
but becauſe they were the proper objects of his cate 
and love, and might partake of his grace? Parents, 
therefore, may be encouraged to preſent their offspring 
to Chriſt, and entreat his kind attention to them. 
They may ſolemnly devote them to him in his Cove- 
nant by the initiating ordinance of baptiſm. Thar 
rite is to the father of a Chriſtian family, what circum- 
ciſion was to the father of a Jewiſh. We believe, that 
our whole houſe will be an acceptable offering to him, 

and 
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and rejoice, that © the promile i is unto us and to our 
children :.. 

The repreſentation here given ſeems peine 

ſuited to engage the notice of our youngeſt readers, 
and to ſuch we would apply it. Inconſiderable as you 
may be thought in the world, you are not beneath the 
Saviour's regard. Let nothing, then, keep you from 
his arms, which ſtand open to receive you. While you 
hear him ſay, Suffer them to come unto me, and for- 
bid them not,” be encouraged to have recourſe to him, 
. whoever would prevent your approach. Caſt your- 
ſelves before him, and implore his bleſſing. Surrender 
up your hearts, in willing ſubjection, that he may at- 
tach them to himſelf, and accompliſh in you the pur- 
poſes of his mercy. Though your years have been 
few, you ſtand in need of redemption through his blood, 
and the ſanctification of his Spirit; nor will his grace 
be denied you, while you wait in humble faith and fer- 
vent prayer before him. 

As he was departing from the place, in which the | 
laſt occurrence happened, a certain perſon came run- 
ning to him, evidently with much eagerneſs, and with 
profound veneration, acknowledging him as a divine 
Teacher. He kneeled down at his feet, and deſired 
information from him on a ſubject of all others the 
moſt important f. Good Maſter,” faid he, © what | 
good thing ſhall I do, that I may inherit eternal life?“ 
Here, then, was a candidate for heaven, of a moſt pro- 


* Acts ii. 39. 
+ Matt, xix. 16, Kc. Mark x. 17-31. Luke xviii. 18-39. 
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miſing appearance. He was young, yet not addicted 


to ſenſual pleaſures, for he attended with great exact- 
neſs to the duties of morality, and diſcovered a ſerious 
concern about his future ſtate. He was a ruler, a ma- 
giſtrate of ſome conſequence, and poſſeſſed of conſider- 
able wealth. Yet, unlike the generality of thoſe in 
high life, he applied to Jeſus, not with a diſpoſition to 
cavil, but, as it ſhould ſeem, with a deſire of being in- 
ſtructed in the way of ſalvation, | | 

The caſe was hopeful : and, from ſuch a view, we 
might have been ready to conclude that the man was 
a real convert. But a little experience will teach us, 
not to be precipitate in our judgment, nor to reſt with 
implicit confidence in any favourable appearances. 
Jeſus, who knew perfectly the bent of his mind, dealt 
with him in ſuch a way as to ſhew his true character. 
He inquired, therefore, why he had given him the title 
of © good,” ſince it properly belonged only to God. 
He did not thereby diſclaim it, or in the leaſt imply, 
that he poſſeſſed not the attributes of Deity, but exa- 
mined on what ground the amiable youth had ſo ad- 
dreſſed him, and whether he had done it on a full con- 


viction of his dignity. The ruler, probably, was elated 


with a conceit of his own goodneſs, and his ability to 
do every thing required: on which account, to detect 
his erroneous notions and evince his deficiencies, Jeſus 
referred him to the law, aſſuring him, that he muſt 


keep the commandments, in order to attain eternal life. 


We cannot ſo interpret this declaration, as to ſet aſide 
the neceſſity of believing in the Son of God for ſalva- 
tion, or aſcribe to man a power, in himſelf, of yield- 
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ing a complete obedience to his Maker. But there is 
a peculiar propriety in putting thoſe, who boaſt of their 
own righteouſneſs and ſtrength, upon conſidering the 

extent of their duty. We exhort them to bring forth 
their beſt performances, that they may compare them 
with the appointed rule, and to try what their moſt vi- 
gorous exertions can effect. * Keep the command- 
ments ;” but let one precept as well as another be re- 
garded, and that in the utmoſt extent, ſo as to regulate 
your inward affections, no leſs than your outward 
practice. Such an vnſeigned and perfect compliance is 
required from you at all times and in all circumſtances, 
without wearinefs or interruption, even to your lateſt 
hour. Upon the leaſt failure, you are rendered inca- 
pable of being juſtified by the works of the law, and, 
though decent and orderly in your conduct, can obtain 
forgiveneſs no otherwiſe than by faith in the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, through the blood of his croſs. 

This young perſon, not knowing himſelf and the 
defects of his obedience, preſumptuouſly boaſted, that 
he had, from his earlieſt years, performed every duty 
enjoined in the ſecond table, to which he was referred; 
and, in the vain confidence of his own ſufficiency, he 
then aſked, whether any thing further could be de- 
manded of him. Ah! how groſs the darknefs, how 
fatal the deluſion, by which men are fo exalted in them- 
ſelves, as to ſay, © I am innocent,” or © What lack I 
yet!” Jeſus, however, looked with compaſſionate regard 


on the ruler, whoſe manners and diſpoſition, in ſome 


| reſpects, might be peculiarly engaging. But, as he re- 
ſiſted conviction in one way, he proved him in another, 
„ | requiring 
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requiring a ſpecial teſtimony of the entire ſubmiſſion of 
his heart to the divine will. “One thing,” ſaid he, 
« thou lackeſt : go thy way, ſell whatſoever thou haſt, 
and give to the poor; and thou ſhalt have treaſure in 
heaven; and come, take up the croſs, and follow me,” 
The ſtrict injunction was more than the youth could. 
bear, but not more than Jeſus had a right to ordain: 
nor would thoſe refuſe to comply with it, who are truly 
ſenſible of their own demerit and the worth of the Sa- 
viour. The merchant, who finds the © one pearl of 
great price,” will fell all that he has, and buy it “: for 
he will ſay, „I count all things but loſs for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord 1.“ 
Not ſo he, whom rank and fortune had ennobled. He 
was diſappointed, grieved, confounded ; and inſtantly 
betrayed, what Jeſus meant to detect by the trial here 
propoſed, the ſecret inſincerity of his heart. He gave 
up all further inquiries about the religion of the Goſe 
pel; * he went away ſorrowful, mortified- with the 
ſeverity of the injunction, regretting! his inability to 
comply, and, if unwilling to part with his pretenſions 
and his hopes, yet (till more reluctant to reſign his pre- 
ſent attachments. He wirhdrew, preferring the enjoy- 
ment of his large r to the grace and ſalvation 
of Jeſus. 

Ah! who can refrain from tears, on account of ae 
promiſing youth thus departing from Chriſt, and at 
length, as we fear, periſhing in fin? Yet fimilar caſes 
frequently occur. We would aſk all thoſe, who ſeem 
deſirous to learn the way to heaven, Do you unſeign- 


„Matt. xiii. 46. + Phil, ini. 8. 
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edly conſent to the terms, which Jeſus requires? He 
does not, indeed, fay to you, © Sell whatſoever thou 
haſt ;” but he will certainly call you to make ſome 
painful ſacrifices, as an evidence of your regard to him. 
You muſt, at leaſt, be ready to relinquiſh the deareſt 
objects in life, if he ſhall ſo appoint ; nor are any of his 
diſciples exempted from the obligation of taking up 
the croſs, and following him through ſhame, contempt, 
and ſuffering. If you comply not with his demands, 
whatever they may be, you lack the one thing, an in- 
tegrity of heart, an unreſerved ſubmiſſion to him, for 
which no compenſation can. be allowed. Would you, 
then, depart from him? O think again, what the con- 
ſequences muſt be! Thoſe, who know your danger, 
tremble and weep for you, though you feel no pity for 
yourſelves. 

Jeſus, being much affected, directed the attention 
of all the people, and eſpecially of his diſciples, to this 
occurrence, while he taught them the proper improve- 
ment. He declared, ſuch are the ſnares of riches, ſuch 
the obſtructions which they cauſe to the ſpiritual life, 
that few perſons in affluence will be diſpoſed to re- 
ceive the Goſpel, or to purſue. that courſe, which alone 
will conduct them to heaven. Much is to be given 
up, and many ſevere ſtruggles to be endured in all ſi- 
tuations; but thoſe, whoſe hearts are attached to their 
worldly poſſeſſions, labour under peculiar difficulties, 
and it muſt be a miracle of grace indeed, which will 
enable them to make the neceſſary facrifices, in the 
ſervice of God, and for the attainment of his kingdom. 
The diſciples were almoſt confounded at this intima- 

tion, 
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tion, and cried out, with inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment, 
ce Who, then, can be ſaved?” Jeſus replied, that, 
though the ſtrength of man be inſufficient, the power 
of God will be effectual, to accompliſh the arduous 
work. To him, therefore, ſhould our fervent prayers 
be directed, that by his Almighty grace we may reſiſt 
and overcome the temptations, peculiar to our reſpec- 
tive circumſtances in life, - 

But how few are aware of the danger of riches! In- 
ſtead of fearing, do not almoſt all eagerly covet, an 
exalted rank? The affluent, in general, deſire no better 
portion than their temporal poſſeſſions, and conſider 
not that theſe may be the means of excluding them 
from the happineſs of heaven. On the very ſame prin- 
ciple, alſo, the poor repine at the appointment of God, 
when they ought to be thankful, that he has placed 
them in a ſituation the moſt favourable to religion, 
Surely, we ſhould be more anxious for ſpiritual advan- 
tages, than thoſe which are merely ſecular, and pray 
to be preſerved from the love of money, through 
which ſo many have forſaken Chriſt and periſhed 
eternally. 

Upon Peter's remarking, that he and his brethren 
the Apoſtles had renounced all their worldly occupa- 
tions, in their attachment to their Maſter, Jeſus aſſured 
them, that at the final conſummation, when he himſelf 
ſhall appear upon the throne of his glory, they ſhall 
obtain a diſtinguiſhed honour, and fit with him in 
judgment on the twelve tribes of Iſrael. He added, 
alſo, for the encouragement of others, that thoſe, who 
incur any loſſes e or ſufferings for his ſake, ſhall gain an 
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abundant recompenſe, inaſniuch as they ſhall receive 
Even here, what will be a hundred- fold better to them 
in real ſubſtantial happineſs, and everlaſting life here- 
after. Yet, in order to excite a holy jealouſy in all his 
followers, he declared, that many, who may now ſeem 
the foremoſt in profeſſion and privileges, ſhall in the 
end be found the fartheſt from God ; and that ſome of 
thoſe, who are thought the moſt unlikely to be ad- 
mitted into heaven, ſhall ſhine the brighteſt in it. O 
what © great ſearchings of heart” ſhould this produce 
in us! Are we acting apreeably to our high charac- 
ter, and the peculiar advantages we enjoy ? Are we not 
afraid, leſt they, upon whom we look down with con- 
tempt, for their ſuppoſed inferiority, ſhould excel us in 
every good attainment? May not our very opportu- 
nities for improvement increaſe our future condemna- 

. | 
To illuſtrate and confirm the folemn admonition, 
Jeſus delivered a parable *®. He compared the diſ- 
penſation of the Goſpel to the conduct of a certain 
houſeholder, who hired labourers for a ſtipulated ſum to 
gather in his vintage. The engagement was made 
with ſome of the ſervants in the morning, but with 
others at different hours, as at the third, the ſixth, the 
ninth, and even at the eleventh hour. Vet at the final 
reckoning there was no difcrimination between them ; 
the laſt being as acceptable, and receiving the ſame wages, 
as the firſt. This gave great offence ; for it was thought 
unjuſt, that thoſe who had been employed the whole day, 
mould obtain no ſuperior diſtinction above ſuch as had 
* Matt, xx, 1—16. 
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wrought only a ſmall part of it. The maſter, how- 
ever, vindicated his own proceeding, on this ground; 
that he had done no injury to any of them, and that, as 
he had an abſolute right to beſtow his favours where he 
pleaſed, none ought to object to that particular kind- 
nels, with which ſome were treated, : 

We cannot be at a loſs for the proper eee 
The Lord God by his word calls us to a laborious ſer- 
vice; and, till we obey that call, we are idle, as to the 
great buſineſs of life, He has ſent out his meſſages of 
mercy to different nations. at different periods of the 
world, The Jews were firſt admitted into the Ch urch; 
and the Gentiles, though they reſembled the workmen, 
who were hired at the laſt hour, obtained equal privi- 
leges. In like manner, alſo, perſons are brought under 
the influence of divine grace at various ages; 2 be- 
ing ſanctified from their very infancy, while others, 
after a long courſe of profligacy, almoſt in a dying ſtate, 
are recovered and ſaved. Many objections are raiſed 
againſt ſuch a diſpenſation; and the arrogance of men 
| preſumes to call the God of heaven to account, Tne 
Jews could not bear that the Heathens ſhould be fel- 
low-heirs with them. The Phariſees, likewiſe, quar- 
relled with the Saviour, becauſe Publicans and ſinners 
met with a favourable acceptance from him: and to 
this day there are thoſe, who think it diſhonourable to 
his character to take ſuch into his family, as have grown 
old in the ſervice of iniquity. 

Is not this conduct, then, to be vindicated? We per- 
eeive the ſovereignty and freeneſs of his grace; and 
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ought it not to excite our admiration, love, and praiſe ? 
Surely, he has a right to call what perſons, and by 
whatſoever methods, he ſhall pleaſe. If we be the diſ- 
tinguiſhed objects of this mercy, we ſhould feel the 
ſtrongeſt emotions of gratitude ; nor ſhall we have any 
cauſe to complain, though others, in a condition ſeem- 
ingly more deſperate, be ſaved upon the ſame terms 
with ourſelves, or even be preferred before us. Shall 
we dictate to him, how to diſpenſe thoſe favours, which 
None can claim? And would it not argue an odious 
malevolence in us, to murmur at his extenſive kindneſs 
towards thoſe, who have been moſt abandoned? If that 
be our temper, it is probable, that ſome, whom we may 
deſpiſe for their ignorance and profaneneſs, may enter 
into heaven, and we ourſelves, with our preſumptuous 
expectations, be for ever caſt out. Let us not depend 
Upon an external profeſſion : among the thouſands, to 
whom the Goſpel invitation is publiſhed, but few com- 
paratively are choſen to final falvation, 

At length our Lord departed from the country, to 
which he had fled, and ſet out on his laſt journey to 
Jeruſalem *. He knew, that the appointed time of his 
ſufferings approached ; and yet, with a full view of all 
that was coming upon him, he haſtened to finiſh his 
work. So great was his ardour in advancing towards 
the murderous city, where he was to lay down his life, 
that his diſciples, being aware of danger, were filled 
with amazement and terrified at the proſpect before 
them, as they followed him in the way. To prepare 


* Mat. xx. 17—28. Mark x. 32—46, Luke xvw. 31—34. 
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them for the awful ſcene, he reminded them of the ca- 
lamities, which awaited him, and predicted, in a clear 
and circumſtantial manner, that he ſhould be betrayed, 
condemned, delivered to the Roman power, mocked; 
ſcourged, ſpit upon, and taken off by the ignominious 
and excruciating death of the croſs : yet he added, that 
he ſhould be finally victorious by riſing again on the 
third day. This was a remarkable prophecy, expreſs, 
and frequently repeated ; but even the twelve could not 
comprehend its meaning, which was rendered obſcure 
by its repugnance to their prejudices and expectations. 
Let us contemplate the love of the Redeemer, till our 
hearts burn within us. How great was his eagerneſs to 
accompliſh our falvation, ſince his alacrity and vigour 
increaſed, as he ſaw his agonies approaching! Let us 
not ſhrink from his ſervice, though we may meet with 
ſevere and complicated trials, but go forth with cheer- 
fulneſs and zeal to the work aſſigned us, content to 
te ſuffer with him, that we may be allo glorified toge- 
cher. | 
But what do we hear, after this ſolemn declaration ? 
A moſt unſeaſonable petition was preſented to Jeſus 
from two of the Apoſtles. James and John ſolicited, 
through their mother, that they might poſſeſs the chief 
poſts in his kingdom. Probably, they ſtill retained 
the expectation of his erecting a temporal dominion, 
and wiſhed to ſecure the higheſt preferment. Conſi- 
dering the perſons, from whom the requeſt came, and 
the occaſion, on which it was offered, we cannot but 
be aſtoniſhed. Yet the ignorance, pride, and perverſe- 


* Rom, viii. 17. p 
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neſs, which remain in the beſt characters, will ful . 


| ciendly account for the inconſiſtency. 


Jeſus very ſharply reproved them for their unſuit⸗ 
able and ill- timed application, and warned them, that 
they ſhould ſoon be called to partake with him of ex- 
treme ſufferings, which with a vain ſelf-confidence they 
profeſſed their readineſs to do; but he declared, that 
the chief honours of his kingdom were already diſpoſed 
of in the counſels of his Father. The ten other Apoſtles 
were alſo diſpleaſed with them for the deſire they had 
expreſſed ; but even 1n this, it ſhould ſeem, they too 
diſcovered a temper of mind equally blamable, as being 
actuated by envy and reſentment. O Lord, ſubdue in 
us all carnal affections! For, while we behold ſuch a 
ſtrength of corruption in thy favoured companions, we 
tremble for ourſelves. 
T his was a ſuitable occaſion, and Jeſus embraced it, 
for inculcating thoſe diſpoſitions and principles, which 
diſcriminate and adorn his people. He ſhewed, that, 
inſtead of that thirſt for power and worldly diſtinctions, 


- which prevailed among the Heathens, they ſhould poſ- 


ſeſs a peculiar humility and meekneſs, a willingneſs to 
give up their own eaſe and conſequence, and a readi- 
neſs to ſubmit to the meaneſt and moſt arduous ſer- 
vices, for the real intereſt and happineſs of others. He 
himſelf had ſet them an example of this generous 
condeſcenſion, in relinquiſhing a ſtate of glory, appear- 
ing in the very loweſt condition upon earth, and con- 
ſenting to ranſom the captive ſouls of men at the price 
of his owh blood. If we, then, profeſs to follow the 
Saviour, we ſee what tempers become us. And are 


we 
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we willing to forego our own accommodations, that 
we may render ourſelves uſeful in the world? Is the 
pride of our hearts ſubdued? Do we indulge no am- 
bitious deſires gr expectations? Is © nothing done 
through ſtrife or vain glory?” And do we e mind 
not high things, but condeſcend to men of low 
eſtate *?” Theſe inquiries will ſhew, that few re- 
ſemble the meek and ſuffering Saviour, and that there 
is very little of une practical b — 
us. 

jeſus paſſed io Jerichs . ee and 
as he went out of that city, attended as uſual by a large 
company, an opportunity was offered for the diſplay 
of his power and compaſſion. Two diſtreſſed objects , 
totally deprived of ſight, fat by the road, imploring re- 
lief; and learning that Jeſus of Nazareth was at hand, 
(of whoſe character and miraculous operations they 
had been previouſly informed) they exclaimed aloud, 
profeſſing their faith in him as the promiſed Meſſiah, 
and earneſtly ſoliciting his merciful interpoſition in 
their favour. They were reproved by the multitude, 
and charged to deſiſt from their clamour. Feeling, 
however, the urgency of their own caſe, they renewed 
their petition with the greater importunity, © Have 
mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of David.” A cry 


* Phil. it. 3. Rom, xii. 16. | 
+ Matt. xx. 29, &. Mark x. 46, &c. Luke xvüi. 35, &c. 
St. Mark and St. Luke mention but one of theſe caſes, and St. Mark 
introduces the very name of this beggar Bartimeus, the ſon of Ti- 
meus, probably becauſe he was the moſt noted perſon, and the chief 
ſpeaker upon the occaſion. 
like 
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like this, he never diſregarded, and therefore, with the 
moſt gracious condeſcenſion, when he had called them 
to him, he granted their requeſt. Immediately, by 
his touch, he reſtored their ſight, and gave a public 
approbation of their dependence upon him. Nor was 
this all: his love won their hearts and conſtrained them 
to follow him, while with gratitude and joy they glori- 


fied God for their great deliverance. 


Are not we, alſo, under the ſtrongeſt obligations to 
adore, and praiſe, and ſerve this merciful Redeemer ? 
We cannot too frequently remark, that we all ſtand in 
need of his help, if not for the cure of an afflicted body, 
yet for the removal of our ſpiritual maladies. And 
here we have an emblem of ane great bleſſing, which 
he beſtows, and of his kind attention to every diſtreſſed 
ſupplicant. He renews our diſordered faculties, and 

refits them for their proper uſe: He © len the 
eyes of the blind.“ 

You, therefore, who hear that Jeſus paſſeth. by, im- 
plore the effectual interpoſition of his power and com- 
paſſion in your behalf. O cry to him, and never ceaſe 
your importunate requeſts, till he vouchſafe a gracious 
anſwer! There are thoſe, perhaps, who will rebuke 
you, and charge you to deſiſt. But, inſtead of being 
thereby deterred, be excited to pray the more fer- 
vently, © Thou Son of David, have mercy on us.“ 
He will liſten to your voice, and permit you to ſpread _ 
your wants before him. Is it not your defire, that he 
would communicate ſpiritual light to your minds? 
He will readily grant it, if only you can depend upon 
him. Then, having obtained the object of your peti- 
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tion, endeavour to ſhew your gratitude to your hea- 
venly Benefactor. Follow him in the way wherein he 
leads, praiſe him for his mercy, and teſtify his goodneſs 
to others, that they alſo may be induced to give glory 
to his name. The Son of David is worthy to receive 
all honour, and love, and worſhip, and obedience, 
throughout all generations. Amen. 
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Jeſus viſited Zaccheus the publican, who became a true 
convert; and, as he approached to Jeruſalem, he deli- 
vered the parable of the ten pounds, 


Tux city of Jericho had been formerly rendered 
famous by the remarkable triumph, which Joſhua 
there obtained. In this ſame ſpot the Lord Jeſus tri- 
umphed by his grace, and erected a trophy in proof 
of his victory over Satan, He had already manifeſted 
his high character, in the confines of the town, by 
giving ſight to the blind: but a more illuſtrious in- 
ſtance of his power and mercy is now to be exhibited, 
in the converſion of a notorious ſinner. Let us © praiſe 
the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works 
to the children of men.” How many witneſſes de- 
Clare, that He is © mighty to ſave!” Every freſh ex- 
ample encourages our application to him and depen- 
dence upon him. May his Spirit work effectually in 
us, that, while we contemplate his free and extenſive 
kindneſs to others, we alſo may partake of his great 
ſalvation ! | . 

As Jeſus paſſed through Jericho, he was attended 
by an immenſe concourſe of people. Perhaps, alſo, 
| the 
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the miracle, which he wrought there, added to his 
train. One of this numerous company is ſelected for 


our pecuhar notice; and his caſe is conſidered by the 


facred hiſtorian as ſo intereſting, that it is introduced 
with a mark of admiration D. © Behold, there was a 
man named Zaccheus, which was the chief among the 
Publicans, and he was rich.” By his rank in life, as 
principal of the tax-gatherers, having many collectors 


under him, he poſſeſſed no ſmall influence, and had 


raiſed an ample fortune. A ſituation this, moſt unfa- 
vourable to religion! Power and wealth are great hin- 
drances in the way of ſalvation: thoſe, who are moſt 
exalted in the world, ſeem the fartheſt removed from 
the very means of converſion. They are, as it were, 
fenced round with ſtrong barriers, which prevent an 
acceſs to their hearts. When ſuch perſons, therefore, 
become „ obedient to the faith,” the hand of the Lord 
is illuftriouſly diſplayed in the change. His grace is 


effectual to ſurmount all difficulties; when He is pleaſed 


to work, none ſhall let it T: “ even the rich among the 
people ſhall entreat his favour .“ 

But Zaccheus had, alſo, been a man of baſe cha- 
rafter and iniquitous conduct; covetous, unjuſt, and 
oppreſſive. And ſome may be ready to aſk, Can ſuch 
an one obtain mercy ? Or is it probable, that Jeſus 
ſhould ever look with a favourable regard upon him? 
Yes: the very man before us is ſingled out as a mo- 
nument of his mercy, in order to ſhew, that he can 
pardon, ſanctify, and fave the chief of . 


* Lake xix, 110, f Ifa, xlii. 13. 1 t Pſal. xlv. 12. 
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Zaccheus, it ſhould ſeem, ſought not for any ac» 
quaintance with Jeſus, but, probably, was induced by 
mere curioſity to mix with the multitude, that he might 
gain a ſight of the remarkable perſon, of whom he had 
heard ſo much. But not being able to gratify his 
wiſhes, on account of the crowd and his own diminu- 
tive ſize, he mounted up into a tree by the ſide of the 
road, that he might have a diſtinct view. Jeſus ob- 
ſerved him, and called to him by name, deſiring him 
ro come down, and expreſſing an intention of being his 
gueſt. Thus our Lord was the firſt to propoſe the vi- 
fit; and, by this unſolicited favour, he © prevented him 
with the bleſſings of goodneſs.” 

We rejoice, when the careleſs and profane are 
brought by any motive to attend, where Jeſus vouch- 
ſafes his preſence. Very frequently they obtain thoſe 
benefits which they never coveted or ſought. - Various 
inducements may lead them to the place, where the di- 
vine ordinances are adminiſtered, and the truth of the 
Goſpel is faichfully declared ; ſuch as genera] cuſtom, 
habits of education, the ſolicitations of others, ſome 
ſtrange reports about the preacher or the doctrine, and 
an inquiſitive deſire to know, what can attract fo large 
a concourſe of people. Now, however weak or wrong 
theſe reaſons may be, we would ſtill encourage them 
to come and ſhew themſelves, where the Saviour paſſeth 

by. Perhaps, he may unexpectedly look upon them, 
and reveal himſelf to them, as he did to Zaccheus. 
Thus, in many caſes, repentance, faith, and love have 
been ſuddenly produced under thoſe means, which were 
firſt reſorted to through an idle curioſity, They, who 
| ; DE, meant 
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meant to be mere ſpectators, or captidus critics, have 
found themſelves deeply intereſted: their hearts have 
been inftantly impreſſed and changed; ſo that they have 
departed with ſentiments and diſpoſitions, very different 
from thoſe, which they brought with them. Jeſus be- 
holds them with compaſſion, and, even before they 
offer up a prayer to him, ſpeaks effectually to their 
conſciences, and attaches them inſeparably to himſelf. 
In the converſion of every ſinner, the unmerited grace 
of God is gloriouſly diſplayed; but in theſe inſtances | g 
more eſpecially it appears at once, that © boaſting is 
excluded; and that their love to the Saviour is pro- un 
perly the fruit of his love to them; that © they have 
not choſen him, but he hath choſen them .. 
The call was no ſooner given to Zaccheus, than it 
was cheerfully obeyed : and it is of importance to re- 
mark the aſtoniſhing alteration, which he immediately 
diſcovered, The effect, however, muſt be aſcribed, | 
not only to the word of Chriſt, but to the divine Spi- 1 
rit, which rendered that word ſo powerful. With 
eager haſte the rich Publican came down from the tree, 
where he had taken his place, and received his illuſtri- 
ous gueſt with impreſſions of lively joy. He could 
not but be ſurpriſed to hear a perfect ſtranger to him, 
as he might conceive, addreſſing him by name, and 
propoſing to abide at his houſe : but it is evident, that 
he inſtantly felt a conviction of the high dignity of the 
Perſonage before him, and conſidered the offer as an 
act of gracious condeſcenſion. His heart, therefore, 
being firſt opened, he was glad to admit the divine vi- 


: * John xv. 16. 
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ſitant within his doors, and 9 himſelf n 
by his preſence. 


ls this the reception, which the Saviour meets with 
among ourſelves? How few yield a ready obedience to 
his word ! « He hath called, but we refuſed : He hath 


ſtretched out his hand, and no man regarded *.” Ts 
there, even with you who profeſs an attention to his 


Goſpel, any thing like that affectionate attachment to 
him, which Zaccheus ſhewed? Wonld you conſent 


that he ſhould abide with you; and would you rejoice 
to furniſh an entertainment for him? He is, indeed, 


removed from the earth; but you have many of his re- 
preſentatives around you, and you are required to evince 
your love for him, by your kindneſs to them. Do 


you, then, ſearch out his poor members, that you may 


miniſter to their neceſſities? Do you embrace every 
opportunity of relieving them? And are you thankful 
for the exalted privilege ? This fruit of divine grace we 
obſerve in Zaccheus. While he made a public con- 
feſſion of his former wickedneſs before Jeſus and all the 
company, he wiſhed to teſtify the ſincerity of his re- 
pentance. He, whoſe grand object had been to amaſs 
worldly treaſures, was no ſooner acquainted with the 
Saviour, than he expreſſed a willingneſs to give up a 
large ſhare of his wealth, for the ſupport of the indi- 
gent. He declared his determination to conſecrate his 
ſubſtance to the Lord, by devoting even the half of ic 
to charitable purpoſes. The ſame extenſive diſtribu- 
tion, according to that exact diviſion of our property, 
is not TO upon us. But we are ſtrangers to the 


Prov. i. 24. 


love 
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love of Chriſt, if we ſhut up our bowels of compaſſion 
from the afflited, nay, if we do not © open our hand 
wide unto them,” as God hath proſpered us. Ah! how 
many warm advocates for the Goſpel betray their in- 
ſincerity, by © having an heart exerciſed with covetous 
practices * !“ 

But you are required to be juſt as well as liberal; 
for God ſays, © I hate robbery for burnt-offering f.“ 
If there be any diſhoneſt gain in your poſſeſſion; if 
you have enriched yourſelves by fraud or extortion ; 
it is ſurely known unto God, and an explicit confeſſion 
ſhould be made. Thus the Publican acknowledged 
his baſeneſs in oppreſſing the people by a violent and 
injurious execution of his office, But you muſt do 
more, than merely declare your ſorrow for the paſt. 
Nor is it enough for © him that ſtole, to ſteal no 
more;” you muſt not retaia in your hands, what you 
have wrongfully taken from another. Suppoſe not 
that by giving a pittance of it to the poor your guilt 
will be expiated: for ſuch charity is continued theft. 
It is not your's to beſtow: it is another's property, and 
if you can find the owner, you muſt reſtore it, 

This ſtrong and neceſſary evidence of ſincere con- 
trition appeared in Zaccheus. ] am ready,” ſaid he, 
© not only to relinquiſh the full amount of what I 
have gained from any perſon by falſe charges, but to 
return him four times as much 3.“ In many caſes it 
may be difficult to ſettle, what OR compenſa- 


tion is proper: and we fear that few are troubled 


* 2Pet. ii. 14. + Iſa. li. 8. f See Lev, vi. 1— . 
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with any ſcruples upon the ſubject. But let every - 


reader make a faithful appeal to his conſcience, and 
attend to its report. Have all your paſt tranſactions 
been conducted, according to the rules of truth and 
equity? Have you no painful remembrance of any 
fraud or extortion, which you have practiſed? And 
are you not concerned to make all poſlible repara- 
tion for whatever injuries you have done? If you re- 
fuſe this as a degree of preciſeneſs, which is needleſs 
or abſurd, talk not of your Chriſtianity ; your hypocriſy 
is moſt glaring, © Go your way; firſt be reconciled 
to your brother,” by offering reſtitution and ſatisfac- 
tion, according to your ability, before you pretend to 
devotion. Es DH Db 
Teſus himſelf, who © knew what was in man,” bore 
an unqueſtionable teſtimony in favour of Zaccheus, 
declaring that he had that day obtained falvation, and 
proved himſelf a real child of Abraham. This could 
not be on account of his deſcent merely, but becauſe 
he had the faith of Abraham, and experienced the re- 
novation of the-Holy Ghoſt. Probably, he aroſe in 
the morning 1gnorant, careleſs, and profane ; but be- 
fore night how great a change took place] He received 
a new heart, the forgiveneſs of his ſins, and the afſur- 
ance of divine favour. How extenſive, and how 
powerful is the grace of God ! Has it produced ſuch 
effects as theſe in us? It is of little conſequence, whe- 
ther the transformation be ſudden ; but is it certain? 
Has the Saviour viſited us with the bleſſings of re- 
demption? To © as many as receive him, he gives 
power to become the ſons of God, even to them that 
4 | believe 
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teens on hid name'*.* « And if ye be Chriſt's, then 
are ye Abraham's ſeed, and heirs according to the pro- 
miſe .“ 

Who ſhall object to this ? The very terry ad 


which ſhould draw forth praiſes from every tongue, 


frequently excites diſguſt. Some appear unwilling, 
that atrocious offenders ſhould be ſaved at all, or at 
leaſt that pardon and eternal life ſhould be offered to 
them on the ſame terms, as to themſelves. There 
were thoſe, who cavilled at the conduct of Jeſus, for 
the kind notice which he took of Zaccheus, whoſe 
character was generally accounted infamous. But he 
vindicated himſelf on this ground, that the very end, 
for which he came into the world, was © to ſeek and 
to fave that which was loſt; and therefore he was act- 
ing agreeably to his grand deſign, in uſing means to 
reſcue them from deſtruction, whoſe caſe ſeemed of all 
others the moſt deſperate. Juſtly may we rejoice in 
this repreſentation. We have no right to deſpiſe any 
perſons, as if we might claim a preference; for the 
whole human race, having departed from God, are 
equally involved in ruin, and unable to extricate them- 
| ſelves. But Jeſus appears for our help, and accom- 
pliſhes deliverance for us: nor is any finner ſunk ſo 
low, as to be beyond the reach of his mercy. He pro- 
poſes ſalvation to us, and earneſtly ſolicits our accept- 
ance. Various methods he adopts for the recovery 
of our ſouls: let us not reſiſt him, but yield ourſelves 
in cheerful ſubjection to him, that his grace may reign 
in us unto eternal life, 


John i. 12. + Gal, iii. 29. 
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Aſter the converſion of Zaccheus, Jeſus purſued 
his journey towards Jeruſalem. Upon his nearer ap- 
proach to the city, his followers expected that he 
would immediately aſſume the pomp and power of an 
earthly monarch, and eſtabliſh an univerſal govern- 
ment *. To correct theſe miſtaken notions, he deli- 
vered a parable, in which he repreſented the nature of 
his dominion, and the oppoſition made to it, and ad- 
moniſhed them, that the proper buſineſs of his people 
is, not to be ſolicitous for ſecular honours, but to em- 
ploy themſelves diligently in their appointed work, till 
he ſhall come again, when he will receive his faithful 
ſervants to himſelf, and deſtroy his enemies. 

A nobleman, or prince, departed to a diſtant coun- 
try, to be inveſted with full powers for the poſſeſſion 
of a kingdom, to which he was heir; and then he 
propoſed to return in all the glory of majeſty. But, 
in the mean time, many of thoſe, who from their pe- 
culiar relation to him were more eſpecially bound to 
ſubmit to his authority, with great malignity declared 
their firm determination to reſiſt and reject him in 
his regal character. This is exactly the caſe with the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He is One of illuſtrious origin, 
of high deſcent, as © the only-begotten of the Father,” 
and © Heir of all things,” concerning whom Jehovah 
himſelf hath ſworn, © That unto Him every knee ſhall 
bow, every tongue confeſs f.“ But his univerſal ſo- 
vereignty was not to be eſtabliſhed during his abode 
on earth, which was intended to be a ſtate of profound 
humiliation. © He came not to be miniſtered unto, 


* Luke xix. 11-28. + Ifa. xly. 23. Phil, ii. 10, 11. 
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but to miniſter.” In order to enter upon his govern- 
ment, it was neceſſary for him to quit this world and 
aſcend to his Father: and then the ſceptre was deli- 
vered into his hands. At the appointed ſeaſon he will 
return with all the enſigns of royalty, and with irre- 
ſiſtible power. He will come in his glory; and that 


| ſhall be the day of his triumph. 


For the preſent his dominion is not generally ac- 
knowledged. The Jews eſpecially, who were his own 
people more than others, and ought to have ſubmitted 
to him with joy, have ſhewn a moſt malignant oppo- 
ſition to him, and ſolemnly renounced him as their 
ruler. But, without further notice of them, the queſ- 
tion for ourſelves is, Do we reverence the Saviour, as 
we ought, in his regal office? The kingdom is His: 
do we rejoice in it? Do we cordially conſent, that 
ce this man ſhall reign over us?” Are we looking for 
his future advent? What reception may we expect 
from him, when he appears? Or, what . — be our 
deportment, till he return? 

The prince, here deſcribed, left his ten ſervants be- 
hind him with the care of a certain portion of money. 
Ten pounds were committed to their management, 
of which they were charged to make a diligent uſe, 
during his abſence. Under theſe circumſtances the 
diſciples of Jeſus are placed. They profeſs ſub- 
jection to him, and they ſhould act at his command, 
Their very name, as they are “ ſervants,” implies 
their obligations to work, agreeably to his directions. 
They are intruſted with various advantages, one in 
one Way, and another in another z and theſe they are 
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required to improve, as men.in trade, that they may 
turn them to the, moſt profitable account. It is in- 
tended, indeed, that, they, who are faithful to their 
Maſter, ſhall be ſharers with him in the future glory of 
his kingdom: yet for the preſent they are appointed, 

not to any high honours or diſtinctions in the world, 
as ſome perſons then vainly dreamed, but to a poſt of 
labour and difficulty; and their moſt vigorous efforts 
are neceſſary, i in. the buſineſs aſſigned them. 

The prince returned in full poſſeſſion of the ſo- 
yereignty, which he had expected, and ſtrictly exa- 
mined his ſervants, what benefit had accrued from 
their uſe of the money committed to them. Two of 
the number, by their fidelity and diligence in com- 
merce, had made conſiderable improvement of their 
ſtock, though one of them was far inferior to the other. 
Both came and acknowledged their obligations to their 
lord, as if they had faid, ? We are indebted to thee 
for the advantages beſtowed upon us; and the increaſe, 
we have gained, muſt be aſcribed to thy favour, which 
enabled us to maintain our occypation, en than to 


our own wiſdom and good management.. The con- 


duct of both was approved and publicly commended; 
and they were then appointed tp a ſtate of . 
and dignity, proportioned to their reſpective exertions 
and uſefulneſs in the ſervice of their maſter. 

The day of reckoning is at hand, and it will ſoon 
appear, what good we have done in our place, what 
Profitable purpoſes have been promoted by our various 
opportunities. The diſciples of Jeſus, under the in- 


fluence of his grace, are all active; and, by a faithful 


attention 
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1 to theiy Lord's concerns, they render thems 
ſelves a bleſſing in their generation; though in dif- 
ferent ways, and in different degrees. When he 
ſhall appear, they ſhall have confidence, and not be 
aſhamed before him at his coming.“ The moſt emi- 
nent of them will not then preſume to boaſt of their on 
works or their progreſs in holineſs; but they will all 
praiſe him for the efficacy of his Spirit in them, and 
for the advancement of his own glory by their weak 
and unworthy efforts, They will ſay, therefore, « All 
things come of thee, and of thine own have we given 
thee “. But their labour ſhall-receiye a diſtinguiſhed 
recompenſe : Jeſus will profeſs himſelf well-pleaſed in 
them, and admit them to a participation of his'own 


honour and felicity, according to the yarious 'mea-. 


ſures of their zeal and fidelity in his cauſe. O be ani- 
mated, you that ſerve him, while you © haye reſpect 
unto the recompenſe of the reward]! Be rouſed from 
your ſloth: for are not your languid exertions very un- 
ſuitable to ſuch high expectations? Are you trading 
with your pound, to any beneficial purpoſe? What is 
the increaſe, which you have gained? O * be not wea- 
ried nor faint in your minds :” but © hope to the end, 
for the grace that is to be brought unto. Foun at the r re- 
yelation of Jeſus Chriſt f Y? 


A third character, very different from PE two pre- 
ceding, is here alſo exhibited. He had made no uſe 


at all of the adyantages intruſted to him : for he had 


not traded with his pound, He had not, indeed, ſquan- 
| dered i it away in diſnpatio „ but, neglecting to improve 
F'1 Chron. xxix, 14 + Heb. xii. 3. 1 Pet. i. 13. 


it, 
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it, ec laid it up in a napkin.” - He is 'repreſented as 
pleading in his own excuſe, with great inſolence, that 
his lord was a ſevere and rigid maſter, who exacted 
ſuch ſervices, as he had no right to, and for which he 
would not grant ſufficient ſtrength and ability. 
This is the caſe with many, who are admired in 
the world. They are ſatisfied with doing no harm, 
and ſee not their obligations to be active and uſeful in 
their Chriſtian calling. They live, therefore, a quiet, 
indolent life; and can ſcarcely be ſaid to have a place 
in exiſtence. If we inquire of them, why they decline 
the work of the Lord, they are always ready to. com- 
plain of inſurmountable difficulties, and expreſs hard 
thoughts of God, as requiring more than is reaſonable, 
and more than they can poſſibly perform. But, without 
examining the truth or juſtice of theſe pleas, we obſerve, 
that their very excuſes will turn to their own confu- 
ſion. : | | | 
The maſter convicted this indolent man of the moſt 
palpable inconſiſtency, and argued, that, even on his 
. own principles, he ought to have made ſome uſe of his 
money, He declared, © Out of thine own mouth will 
I judge thee, thou wicked ſervant.” Thus it will ap- 
pear at the laſt, that ſinners are not influenced by their 
own fooliſh pretences, that their negligence is unpar- 
donable in every view, and that what they urge in their 
defence will furniſh ſufficient ground for their condem- 
nation, as evincing their rooted enmity againſt God, 
The pound was taken from him, who was too ſloth- 
ful to improve it, and given as an additional recom- 
penſe to the perſon who had been moſt aſſiduous. And 
N | this, 
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this, we are aſſured, is agreeable to the general diſpen- 
ſations of God, He will put the moſt honourable diſ- 
tinction on them, who diſcover the greateſt fidelity and 
diligence ; but thoſe, who through diſaffection refuſe to 
exert themſelves for him, will be deprived of all their 
advantages, and never allowed another trial. May we 
adore his juſtice, and tremble for ourſelves ! 

The prince who was heir to the kingdom, was re- 
jected, as we have ſeen, by his own citizens, who were 
under peculiar obligations to receive and welcome him, 
But when he had aſſumed his full power, he proceeded 
to puniſh their inſolence; and, while he vindicated his 
authority, he deſtroyed with terrible vengeance thoſe 
enemies of his government. Thus Jeſus predicted, that, 
though his own nation would openly avow a determined 
oppoſition to him, he ſhould come again to aſſert his ſu- 
preme dominion, and give them up to the molt ſevere 
calamities, and to everlaſting perdition for their rebel- 
lion againſt him. This has been in part fulfilled al- 
ready, The Jews, in their national capacity, renounced 
the Saviour with the utmoſt malignity, and reſiſted 
every effort to eſtabliſh his kingdom amongſt them. 
But they have felt the weight of his arm. To avenge 
the inſults put upon him, their holy city was ranſacked, 
their temple demoliſhed, their land deſolated, their ec- 
cleſiaſtical and civil polity entirely ſubverted, and a tre- 
mendous ſlaughter, unparalleled in hiſtory, nearly com- 
pleted the ruin of the people. 

This alone is enough to ſtrike us with horror; but it 
is not all. Another, and a far more terrible diſplay of 
his juſtice in the puniſhment of his enemies remains 

for 
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for his future advent. And in that, not the unbeliey- 
ing Jews alone, but all in every age and nation, who 
reject the Saviour, will be deeply concerned. Who- 
ever ſhall be found oppoſers of his grace, unwilling to 
bow to his ſceptre, ſhall be brought forth for public 
execution, a ſpectacle to the whole univerſe, and ſhall 
feel the fierceneſs of his anger, in torment inexpreſſible 
for ever and ever. Let every ſoul, then, yield an im- 
mediate and unreſerved ſubjection to this © King of 
Zion.” Conſtrained by his mercies, as well as awed 
by his terrors, let us ſurrender up ourſelves to him, 
that he may reign over us, and prepare us to reign 
with —_— in his glory. Amen, 


* : 
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Jeſus raiſed Lazarus from the gr AVe=—20a5 anointed with 
coſtly perfume—rode in triumph to Ma 
over Ht—purged the temple. | 


A more particular account is given us of the cir- 
cumſtances attending, and immediately preceding, the 
death of Jeſus, than of any part of his life, We are 
approaching to that important period; and, as we ac- 
company him through the awful ſcene, we ſhall obſerve 
by what ſteps the ſurpriſing event was accompliſhed. 
The ſubject is calculated, not to gratify a vain curio- 
fity, but to impreſs our minds with ſeriouſneſs and ſo- 
lemnity. 

We have already contemplated our Lord ſetting out 
on his laſt journey to Jeruſalem; previous to which, 
however, an intereſting occurrence had called him into 
the neighbourhood of that city, though he was ſoon - 
driven back again by the malicious rage of his enemies, 
and obliged to ſeek a diſtant retreat till his appointed 
hour arrived. That occurrence we ſhall introduce in 
this place, as it is ſo cloſely connected with the ſe- 
quel “. 


* John xi. 1, &c. 
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At Bethany, as we have ſeen, about two miles from 
Jeruſalem, dwelt a pious and beloved family, who were, 
frequently favoured with his company. Lazarus, the 
head of the family, was ſeized with a violent diſorder, 
of which his two affectionate ſiſters, Mary and Martha, 
fent' information to Jeſus, while he remained beyond 
Jordan. Upon receiving this account, Jeſus obſerved, 
that the ſickneſs would not terminate in Lazarus's final 
departure from life, but was intended to diſplay the 
charaQer, and exalt the glory, of the Son of God. He 
meant, therefore, to grant relief; and yet he judged it 
expedient to try the faith and patience of thoſe, for 
whom he had the ſtrongeſt regard, by deferring his 
aid, and ſuffering their diſtreſs to increaſe. After two 
days, and not ſooner, he propoſed to return into Judea; 
but the diſciples, aware of the malicious deſigns of his 
enemies, objected to the plan. He declared, however, 
that, as the day is the proper time for travellers to pro- 
ſecute their journey, ſo he ſhould ſpend the ſhort reſi- 
due of his life in a diligent attention to the great buſt- 
nels, for which he came into the world. 

He then intimated to them the ſituation of Lazarus, 
and his own intentions reſpecting him. But his words 
were not underſtood, till he affirmed more explicitly, 
that Lazarus was dead, and that he conſidered it as a 
happy circumſtance, that he himſelf was not with him 
to prevent the change, becauſe their faith would receive 
an additional confirmation from the miracle, of which 
they were going to be witneſſes, Still they thought it 
extremely dangerous to venture ſo near to Jeruſalem ; 
but Thomas adviſed, that they ſhould cheerfully ac- 
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company their dear Maſter, my the «conquers 
might be fatal to them all. 

The affecting narrative will teach even you, whom 
Jeſus loves, not to be ſurpriſed, if ſickneſs or fore diſ- 
treſs come upon you. In your deepeſt afflictions, you 
ought not to conclude, that he has acted unkindly, or 
that he will not. deliver you. Perhaps, you are un- 
willing to wait for his interpoſition ; and for that very 
reaſon it may be delayed, till your caſe may ſeem deſ- 
perate. But in the end you ſhall perceive ſtronger 
proofs of his power and grace, and find his mercy. the 
more precious. You ſhould learn, alſo, from your 
Saviour, to improve the hours of the day, and © to 
walk,” while you © ſee the light of this world;” remem- 
bering that all your opportunities of uſefulneſs will be 
cloſed, when the night of death arrives. You ſhould be 
rouſed to diligence and vigour; nor ſhould the proſpect 
of dangers intimidate you. Deſert not your ſtandard; 
but determine, like Thomas, to adhere ſtedfaſtly to Je- 
ſus, and to © follow the Lamb, whitherſoever he goeth,” 
even to the ſevereſt tortures, or to martyrdom itſelf. 

When they came to Bethany, Lazarus had been 
four days in his grave; and many friends from Jeru- 
ſalem were aſſembled at the houſe, endeavouring to 
comfort the mourning ſiſters for the loſs of their brother. 
Upon an intimation of the approach of Jeſus, Martha, 
with all that eagerneſs which marked her natural tem- 
per, ran to meet him; and, though ſhe ſeemed to up- 
braid him for not preventing their diſtreſs, ſhe ex- 
preſſed a hope, that at his prayer ſome deliverance 


might yet be obtained, Her language evinced her 
faith 3 
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faith; but at the ſame time it betrayed much weakneſs. 
Jeſus in reply, without reproving her for what was 
wrong or defective in her principles, declared, that 
Lazarus ſhould riſe again: but a reſurrection from the 
dead, 'merely at the final conſummation, was not the 
relief ſhe wiſhed, He then directed her attention to 
himſelf, © as the reſurrection and the life,” that ſhe 
might have clearer conceptions of his exalted character, 
and be fo ſtrengthened in her dependence upon him, as 
to expect the miraculous operation, which he meant to 
perform, His words were moſt ſublime, and replete 
with inſtruction of peculiar importance. He aſſured 
her, that as the author, reſtorer, and preſerver of life, he 
has all power in himſelf to quicken whom he will, and 
that every believer, by virtue of an union with him, is 
brought into a ſtate of glorious exiſtence, which death 
cannot deſtroy or impair. Upon his inquiring, whether 
ſhe yielded a cordial aſſent to this intereſting truth, ſhe 

perfectly acquieſced, profeſſing her firm perſuaſion, that 

he was indeed the promiſed Saviour, the Son of God. 
| Have we, likewiſe, ſo regarded Jeſus, as he is here 
repreſented ?- Behold, what honour is due to his name! 
Is he not to be revered and worſhipped as © the mighty 
God,” ſince he vindicates to himſelf the prerogative of 
reviving thoſe, over whom death has prevailed, and of 

imparting and ſupporting a principle of endleſs life, ac- 
cording to his own ſovereign pleaſure ? Shall we not, 

then, ſtand in awe, and confeſs and adore the Divinity 
in this exalted Perſonage ? W hat anſwer ſhall we return 
to the queſtion, ©* Believeſt thou this?“ It is indiſpen- 
fably neceſſary for every one to credit his declaration, 
* and 
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to beſtow. | The promiſe of ſalvation, including both 
fpiritual and eternal life, is annexed to faith, "If we 
_ poſſeſs an unreſerved dependence upon him, how great 
is our felicity | We ſhall feel the quickening energy of his 
Spirit, giving vigour to our ſouls, and maintaining that 
vigour againſt all oppoſition, Nor ſhall any thing be 
able to deſtroy our union with him. Ovr preſent 
mode of exiſtence may ceaſe, and our bodies be con- 
ſigned to the grave; but we ſhall even then enjoy a 
ſtate of happineſs and glory with him; and at the laſt 
day, “ He will ſwallow up death in victory, * ranſom 
us from the power of the grave,“ and give us our per- 
fe& conſummation and bliſs, both in body and foul, in 
his own everlaſting kingdom. What an wifalling 
ſource of conſolation is here! © Sorrow not,” then, 
believers, © as others which have no hope.” 
Mary, who ſeems to have been almoſt overwhelmed 
with grief, remained in the houſe for ſome time; but 
at length, being called by her fiſter, ſhe alſo ran with 
eager haſte to meet Jeſus. The interview then be- 
came extremely affecting. The diſtreſs of theſe affec- 
fionate relations and their weeping aſſociates excited 
the tendereſt emotions in the Saviour : and thus, while 
he ſympathized with the afflited, he proved himſelf a 
partaker of human nature. Many conſiderations, pro- 
bably, upon this mournful occaſion, oppreſſed his mind, 
and conſtrained him, as he indulged his compaſſionate 
feelings, to burſt into tears. He accompanied them 
to the ſepulchre, and directed the ſtone to be removed. 
Martha objected, that the body was become offenſive, 
Vol. III. : Nn evidently 
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evidently implying, that deliverance could not then be 
effected: but Jeſus immediately reproved her for her 


unbelief. Standing by the tomb, with uplifted eyes to 


heaven, he gave thanks to his Father for granting his 
requeſts, and for the preſent opportunity of diſplaying 
his glory; and with a divine majeſty, as the ſupreme 
Almighty Lord, © to whom belong the iſſues from 
death,” he commanded the grave to releaſe its priſoner. 
At this powerful word, Lazarus came forth with life, 
and health, and vigour. | 

O what ſurpriſe, and joy, and ads muſt have 
overwhelmed the dear friends, upon the miraculous 
reſtoration of him, whom they ſo tenderly loved, and 
had conſidered as irrecoverably removed from their ſo- 
ciety! Doubtleſs, they looked up with admiration, love, 
and praiſe to the great Deliverer. But how much 


more illuſtrious the triumph, when ALL the ſaints of 


God ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, each of them clothed 


with a ſplendour, reſembling the ſun in the firmament ! 


Then alſo the eyes of the whole redeemed company 
ſhall be fixed on the Saviour; with unutterable ecſtaſy, 
and the glory ſhall be aſcribed to hams who is * the 
reſurrection and the life.” 

Will not this be allowed as an 1 evi- 
dence of our Lord's divine character? Who can with - 
ſtand the teſtimony of one, that aroſe from the dead? 
Will not all be conſtrained to yield unfeigned reve- 
rence and ſubmiſſion to the Son of God? Many of 
thoſe, who were preſent, felt a forcible conviction from 
the view of the miracle, and immediately believed on 


him. But oh! the blindneſs and obduracy of the hu- 
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man heart! External-proofs are not ſufficient to pro- 
duce the efficacious principle of faith: the mighty power 
of God is requiſite to implant the proper diſpoſition of 
mind. Some, who were witneſſes of the wondrous 
fact, carried information of it to his avowed adverſaries, 
and, as it ſhould ſeem, with the malevolent intention 
of exciting oppoſition againft him. At their report, 
the grand council of the Sanhedrim was aſſembled; to 
conſult upon the ſteps neceſſary to be taken, for obvi- 
ating his increaſing popularity. The reſult of their 
deliberation was, to endeavour by ſome method or 
other to deſtroy him; and in this they were directed 
by the advice of Caiaphas, the high-prieſt, who ſpake 
by a divine impulſe what he did not underſtand; that it 
was expedient that one man ſhould die for the people. 
But vain were all their deſigns of violence, till his hour 
came. He retired to Ephraim, a diſtant city, not far 
from the river Jordan, where he lay concealed till with- 
in a few days of his laſt paſſover, when he ſurrendered 
himſelf to their maliſe. s 09d] 
Let us meditate on the unbelief ee of the 
Jews, not that we may frame any bitter invectives 
againſt them, but that we may fear for ourſelves. 
Their caſe furniſnes the moſt ſolemn admonition. Let 
us beware of reſiſting the evidences, which are ſet be- 
fore us, leſt we be given up to à ſimilar obduracy. Let 
us pray, that God would put forth his power, in ſubdu- 
ing our natural depravity: for it requires the ſame Al- 
mighty energy, which raiſed Lazarus from the grave, 
to bring us into a ſtate of unfeigned ſubjection to the 
e Thus may we be conſtrained to truſt, and 
Nu 2 love, 
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love, aod-ſerve lien and to gery in hint as * che Au- 


thor of eternal ſalvation ? 

| Jeſus, who withdrew from perſecution, has taught us 
to be prudent in conſulting our ſafety, when no expreſs 
duty makes it proper to hazard it. But his example 


likewiſe inſtructs us to face the moſt formidable dan- 


gers with firmneſs and intrepidity, in obedience to the 
will of God. At the appointed ſeafon, he kept not 
back from the murderous city, where his enemies 
thirſted for his blood: though he had all his ſufferings 
full in his view, he advanced to meet them with cheer- 
fulneſs and courage. 

Six days before the paſſover he returned to Bethany, 
whence he had been driven by the violence of the 
Jews *. In that town an entertainment was provided 
for him in the houſe of Simon, who, from his ſurname, 
had probably once been a leper. Lazarus, alſo, whom 
he had raiſed from the grave, was one of the gueſts 
upon that occaſion; and Martha diſcovered her attach- 
ment, by waiting upon him. Mary, the other ſiſter of 
Lazarus, that ſhe might teſtify her affectionate regard 
and high veneration, procured a box of expenſive 
ointment compoſed of rich perfumes :: part ſhe poured 
upon his head, and with the remainder anointed his 


ſeet, wiping them at the fame time with her flowing 
hair. The action was extraordinary, and fo were the 


circumſtances. We muſt afcribe it, doubtleſs, to the 
moſt excellent principles, which rendered it acceptable 
to Jeſus. Such was her fervent love, that ſhe ſpared 
no: colt, to give a ſinking proof of it; ſuch her deep 


Matt. xxvi. 6=13, Mark xiy, 3—9. Jobn ali. 1=—IT. 
5 . humility, 
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bivenitey, that ſhe wiſhed to perform tho mean 
welt as the kindeſt office for him. 
But her conduct diſguſted "IR of the diſci- 
ples, who probably condemned it as wild and extrava- 
gant, Judas, in particular, obje&ed to her from the 
baſeſt motives: while he pretended, what he never felt, 
a tender concern- for the poor, and argued, that the 
price of the ointment had better have been devoted to 
charitable uſes, he meant to appropriate it to his own 
uſe. Jeſus, however, who knew the purity of her in- 
tentions, and the ſtrength of her regard for him, under- 
took her defence. He juſtified and commended the 
action, as being well ſuited to his dying ſituation, and as 
it were an embalming of his body, preparatory to his 
burial. He obſerved, that opportunities of relieving 
indigence continually occur, which ſhould draw forth 
the benevolence of his people; but that, as he was ſoon 
to leave them, and few more occaſſons of miniſtering 
to him would be afforded, ſome extraordinary marks of 
reſpect might properly be paid him at that time. He 
declared alſo, to ſhew his gracious acceptance of her 
love, that, wherever the Goſpel ſhould be e 
av affection for him ſhould be celebrated. 71 
This little narrative will furniſh an inſtructive leſ- 
fon. Let us not precipitately or warmly cenſure thoſe 
zealous exertions in the ſervice of Chrift, which may 
appear to us needleſs or extravagant. While we con- 
detmn, Jefus may highly approve. The ardour of ſome 
perfons, in certain uncommon caſes, may carry them 
ſuch lengths, as would be extremely improper in the 
ordinary courſe of things. We may not clearly under- 
Nn 3 ſtand 
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ſtand the circumſtances or the motives of their conduct; 
and therefore let us leave them to him, who knows 
their hearts, and who will not only make all favourable 
allowances for the ſincere, but applaud and reward 
whatever they have done from a pure, diſintereſted re- 
gard to him. 

Perhaps you, who are forward to reproach mew 
for their intemperate heat, may be much more diſ- 
pleaſing to Chriſt by your coldneſs, and heſitation, and 
fear of going too far in his cauſe, How rare is 


ſuch love, as that of Mary to her Lord and Saviour! 


Many will profeſs a ſtrong attachment ro him, who re- 
fuſe to be at any expenſe in his ſervice. We. aſk, 


then, if you can part with your money for his ſake. 


You cannot, indeed, yield an exact imitation of this 


pious woman, fince the bodily preſence of Jeſus is re- 


moved from the earth. But his poor remain among 
us, and they are appointed his receivers: © whenſoever 


ye will, ye may do them good.” O let us beware of 


a covetous, parſimonious ſpirit, which would repreſent 


à a liberal diſpoſition as improper or waſteful. There 


are thoſe, who will plead for charity, as Judas, till they 
are brought to the trial; and then it appears, that they 
are more anxious to increaſe their own ſtore, than to 
relieve the indigent. Let us judge ourſelves: why are 
we content with doing ſo little, or why do we rate that 


Jittle ſo highly? 


When it was Na at Jeruſalem, that Jeſus was in 
me neighbourhood; a large concourſe of people reſort- 
ed from that city to Bethany, not merely for his ſake, 
but that they might have a ſight of Lazarus, who was 

ſo 
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ſo wonderful a monument of his power and grace. 
The miracle, which had been wrought, had already at- 
tached the hearts of many to the Saviour, and excited 
the curioſity of more; but the chief prieſts, who were 
enraged on this very account, ſeriouſly meditated, not 
only his deſtruction, but that alſo of him who had been 
recalled from the grave. How fooliſh as well as wicked 
the deſign! He, who had been once raiſed from the 
dead, might, with the fame eaſe, have been inſtantly re- 
ſtored again. But thoſe, who reſiſt the Lord's Anointed 
are chargeable with the groſſeſt n Their wiſeſt 
contrivances are © a vain thing :” and $6 a. Lord an 
have them in deriſion . 

We do not wonder, that ad whoſe defi _ 11 
luſtriouly diſplayed the mercy of the Redeemer, are 
perſecuted like Lazarus, with peculiar malignity. The 
enemies of Jeſus, who really aim at Him, direct their 
envenomed ſhafts againſt them, who are witneſſes for 
his name. Believers, however, may poſſeſs peace and 
confidence in the midſt of oppoſition, ſince their De- 
fender is invincible. He, who keepeth them, has 
numbered the very hairs of their head, and declares, 
that © none ſhall pluck them out of his hand F.” 1 

We have accompanied Jeſus to the neighbourhood 
of Jeruſalem, and now we contemplate, his remarkable 
entrance into the city. Hitherto we have ſeen that he 
ſought not any worldly honours, -having ſtudiouſly de- 
clined even the ſemblance: of pomp and oſtentation, 
But toward the cloſe of his life we perceive a different 
ſcene. We behold, the humble Nazarene attended by 


* Pfal, ii. Toy,” l Fo * John x. 28. 
Nn 4 a ſingular 
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a ſingular proceſſion,” in which, while he permitted the 
people to do him' homage; he deſigned to POR re- 
Preſentation of his regal character. | 
Abe the day after his entertainment at yy 
the Fare thany, he proceeded on his journey. When 
he came to the mount of Olives, he ſent 
ewo- of his diſciples to an adjacent village, that they 
might bring thence an aſs and her unbroken foat “, 
He directed them to the very place, and ſo minutely 
deſcribed the circumſtances, in which they ſhould find 
the animals, as to ſhew his exact knowledge of things 
diſtant and ſeemingly accidental. The narrative alſo 
proves, that he could influence the minds of men, as 
he pleaſed; for the owners of the aſs relinquiſhed her 
without heſitation, upon being told, that “ the Lord 
had need of her.” The young colt he condeſcended 
to make the bearer of his perſon, and rode in a fort of 
triumph to the city, with much meekneſs and yet with 


an appearance of majeſty f. 


| Mar 


* Matt, xxi. 1-16. Mark xi. 1-11, W Xix, 295 &c, 
John xii. 12—19. 
| + There was nothing ridiculous or mean in Chriſt's riding on an 
aſs; for, not to mention that this animal in eaſtern countries is of a 
larger ſize and more grace ful appearance than among us, ſome of 
the moſt eminent perſons, patriarchs, judges, and kings, made uſe 
of aſſes: and, probably, with a reference to that primitive ſimpli- 
city, he choſe this method of going in ſolemn and triumphant pro- 
ceſſion to Jeruſalem, Gen. xxii, 3. Exod, iv, 20, judg. v. 10. 
N. 4. 2 Jam. xvi. 2. xix. 26. He meant to aſſert his regal cha- 
raſter, according to the ancient ſtyle and cuſtom of their princes, 
and to declare his regard to the law, by diſcountenancing that uſe 


of 
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many more, having heard of bis raiſing Lararus from 
the grave, came from J eruſalem to meet nim The 
whole multitude, as if by a niraeulous impulfe; aps 
peared to vie with each other in aſcribing all poſſible 
honours to him. They ſpread their garments in the 
way, and, cutting down branches of trees, part of thetti 
they ſtrewed upon the road, and with part they marched 
before him; theſe being uſual expreſſions of joy, upon 
the arrival of a potent Monarch or victorious General. 
Under a full conviction, that Jeſus was the Meſffiah, 
and the expectation of his aſſuming the government, 
they began to praife God with a loud voice, and to 
ſhout with exultation, though they underſtood not the 
import of their own words, * Hoſanna to the Son of 
David; bleſſed is the King, that cometh in the name ot 
the Lord; peace in heaven, and glory in the higheſt! 

Do we aft the reaſon of all this? Among öther 
cauſes to be aſſigned, it was the purpoſe of God to ful- 
fil an ancient prophecy. Zechariah had expreſsly fore- 
told *, that the Saviour, the King of Zion, would make 
ſuch a public appearance, as is here deſcribed, + The 
moſt minute circumſtances in this view, as completibns 
of former and authentic predictions, are important: they 
furniſh inconteſtable evidence for the truth of the Go 
pel. How manifold is the wiſdom of God, who raiſed” 
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of horſes, which had been introduced 3 get ler lien | 

dour, and which God had expreſsly forbidden. Deut. xvii. 16. 
See Bp. Chandler's defence of Chriſtianity, and Bp.“ Sherlock's 
Diſſertation on Chrift's entrance into Jeraltlem. b 
Tech. ix. 9. 
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up holy men, and inſtructed them to declare, ſome 
hundred years before, many of the things which the 
Redeemer ſhould both-do and ſay ! No event can take 
place, which he did not foreſee, and which, in this ſenſe, 
did not form a part of his original plan. 

Do we join in theſe acclamations, and welcome the 
King of Iſrael with our Hoſannas? Do we, with ardent 
and devout affections, exult in the bleſſings of his g0- 
vernment, which brings peace to man and glory to 
God? And do we moſt earneſtly pray for an extenſive 
enlargement of his dominion, even to the ends of the 
earth? Such zeal as this may be termed madneſs and 
enthuſiaſm ; and accordingly, there are few, who dare 
to expreſs any real fervour in the cauſe of Chriſt, leſt 
they ſhould expoſe themſelves to ſcorn and deriſion. 
But the day of his complete triumph is coming, of 
which his proceſſion to Jeruſalem was a faint emblem. 
He ſhall ſoon be revealed in all the ſplendour of his 
divine majeſty ;/ and the honours of his kingdom ſhall 
be univerſally acknowledged. Saints and Angels ſhall 
Join, with inexpreſſible love and tranſport, in everlaſt- 
ing acclamations to the Son of David. Would you 
bear a part in the joyful exultations of that day, and 
celebrate the high praiſes of your Redeemer ? You 
mult begin your ſong on earth, confeſs his glory, and 
pray that the purpoſes of his ſpiritual | paar may 
be gk effected within yourſelves. | 

This profound veneration, paid to Jeſus, theſe rap- 
turous ſhouts of applauſe, were offenſive to the Pha- 
riſees. They cried out in a rage, © We 2 no- 
thing; Behold, the world is gone after him.“ They 

| called 
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called upon him to reprehend his diſciples ſor their 
officious and intemperate zeal. But he defended their 
conduct, maintaining that the honour due to his exalted 
character muſt be proclaimed, even though a miracle 
ſhould be requiſite to accompliſh that end, and that, if 
they were to be ſilenced, the very ſtones would riſe up 
as witneſſes for him. And does not the temper of the 
ancient Phariſees prevail in modern times? Are there 
not many, who would damp the fervour, and reſiſt the 
vigorous efforts, of thoſe lively Chriſtians, who labour 
to advance the kingdom of Chriſt? He, however, will 
ſecure his own glory; for, though we and thouſands 
more refuſe to praiſe him, he will raiſe up others to do 
it, even ſuch, perhaps, as may be vile and contempti- 
ble in our eyes. Let the followers of Jeſus, then, ins 
dulge a holy tranſport, while they unite in their acela- 
mations to Him. © Let the children of Zion * er 
in their King.“ 19 

But the triumph was ſoon 3 ind 1 Re: 
deemer himſelf bathed in tears. How affecting the 
ſight! When he approached the city, ſo as to take in 
a full view of its extent and magnificence, he felt the 
tendereſt compaſſion for its unbelieving and obdurate 
inhabitants. Foreſeeing the complicated miſeries and 
entire deſolation, which awaited them, ſo far from ex- 
ulting in their confuſion and deſtruction, he mourned, 
he lamented for them. He cried out, in the bitterneſs 
of his ſoul, “Oh, that thou hadſt known, even thou, 
at leaſt in this thy day, the things which belong unto 
thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.” He 
then added a clear and circumſtantial prediction of the 
ſiege 
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fiege and total overthrow of that infatuated place, aſſign- 
ing, as the reaſon of all its calamities, the indifference. 
and neglect wich which his n offers had been 
nnn Niock 
The cole of cd ſpeaks aloud to us, and calls 
us to examine, whether we know, or ſeriouſly attend to, 
ee the things which belong unto our peace.” It warns 
us, not to reject or make light of the Goſpel, which is 
calculated to ſecure to us both preſent and everlaſting 
happineſs. Soon may © the glad ridings” be withdrawn; 
and He, who now addreſſes us in terms of mercy, may 
appear againſt us as our adverſary, in the thunders of 
his wrath. This, then, is © the time of our viſitation ;” 
for the Saviour himſelf waits upon us in the miniſtry of 
his word. Are we aware of the important conſequences 
of the preſent moment? If ſalvation be deſpiſed, it will 
be the ground of our heavieſt condemnation: and we 
ourſelves may periſh with a more terrible deſtruction, 
than even the ſinners of Jeruſalem. | 
The entrance of Jefus with ſo ſingular a dene 
threw the whole city into commotion, and excited a 
general inquiry about this extraordinary Perſonage. 
Very ſoon he diſplayed the glory of his character by 
different proofs. He went immediately to the temple, 
and began, as with divine authority, to correct the 
abuſes, and punith the profanations which prevailed there. 
Now again, as he had done before, he drove out the 
traders with indignation, and vindicated the honour of 
chat holy place, which God had choſen to himſelf for 
« the houſe of prayer.“ By freſh miracles, alſo, in 
healing the blind and the lame, he gave the ſtrongeſt 
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evidence tht he hd «full right 0th emen 
he exerciſed. 

Were not all, then, nnd donincels and pots 
ſuaded to receive him? The very children took up the 


ſong, while they cried, as if by a ſupernatural impulſe, - 


e Hoſanna to the Son of David:“ and thus their in- 


fant tongues, in celebrating the praiſes of the Redeemer, 


were witneſſes againſt the rulers of the people. The 


chief prieſts, who ought to have been his moſt zeal- 


ous advocates, expreſſed violent diſpleaſure at theſe 
proceedings. But Jeſus vindicated the acclamations of 
the children, and ſhewed from the ſcriptures, that it 
was God's determination to get himſelf glory, as he did 
in that inſtance, © out of the mouth of babes and ſuck- 
lings “. How ſhould this encourage thoſe of young- 
eſt years, to offer their adorations to Jeſus! It cannot 
be too ſoon for them to learn hoſannas to his name. He 
will liſten to them with peculiar delight, and conſider 
himſelf honoured by their weak attempts. Perhaps, 
too, he may make uſe of them, to confound the wiſeſt 
and ſtrongeſt of his enemies. 

The common people, likewiſe, were much affected 
by the doctrines of Jeſus. While he taught them 
daily in the temple, they crowded to hear him, and ap- 
peared to hang upon his words. In general, the lower 
orders have been found to yield a ſerious and cager at- 


tention to the Goſpel; while the rich too frequently, 


poſſeſſing more pride and prejudice, turn away their 
cars in diſdain. The Jewiſh rulers continued to ſeek 
the deſtruction of Jeſus ; but their malice was reſtrained 
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a' few days longer. As he had ſo many adherents 
among the poor, they were afraid of proceeding to any 
act of violence againſt him: nor could their efforts have 
at laſt ſucceeded, extept ke had ſurrendered himſelf 
into their hands. The mournful hiſtory exhibits the 
ſtrongeſt proofs of the wickedneſs of man: but it af-' ' 
fords us, alſo, a pleaſing repreſentation of the grace of 
the Saviour, waiting to ſhew mercy to his moſt virulent 
oppoſers. May we be conſtrained, by a ſenſe of his 
great love, to drop all our perverſe objections to him, 
and yield ourſelves unfeignedly to his diſpoſal ! Thus 
may we be redeemed to God, and eſtabliſhed ** un- 
blamable in holineſs” through Jeſus Chriſt ! Amen. 
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Feſus inſtructed certain inquiring Greets warned the un. 
believing Fews—curſed a barren fig-tree—confounded 
thoſe, who queſtioned his authority—admoniſhed them by 
the parable of the two ſons, and by that of the Vineyards 
let out to unfaithful Wim 


A GENERAL commotion was excited in Jeruſalem 
by our Lord's ſingular entrance into it, by the loud ho- 
ſannas ſung before him, and by the miracles, which he 
there publicly performed. Many perſons of different 
_ diſpoſitions came about him: ſome ſincere inquirers 
ſought his inſtruction; but a more numerous company 
vppoſed him with extreme malignity. He varied the 
manner of his addreſs, according to the caſes and cha- 
racters of the people; and yet in every inſtance he pre- 
ſerved the ſame © meekneſs of wiſdom.” May his 
followers, and eſpecially his miniſters, learn from him 
to be © gentle unto all men,” as well as to be ready 
always to declare © the hope that is in them!“ 

As the celebration of the paſſover approached, a 
large concourſe of thoſe, who profeſſed to worſhip the 


God of Iſrael, was then aſſembled at Jeruſalem from 
all 
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all parts of Judea. Among the reſt was certain pious f 
| Greeks, probably of Gentile extraction, who deſired 
to be introduced to Jeſus *. They applied to Philip 


for this purpoſe, and he, together with Andrew, whom 
he conſulted on the occaſion, informed Jeſus of their 
wiſhes, They were immediately conducted into his 


preſence, and the Saviour addreſſed them, with great 
folemnity, to the following effect : 


« The Son of man, whom you now behold in cir- 
cumſtances of meanneſs, is about to enter on a ſtate of 
the higheſt exaltation. But be not ſtaggered, while you 


obſerve, that my glory is preceded by extreme ſuffer- 
ings; for theſe are neceſſary to accompliſh the object 
which I have in view, the ſalvation of precious fouls. 


As the wheat ſprings up from the grain, which at firſt 
ſeems to periſh in the earth, and which, except it putrefy, 
will produce no increaſe; fo a numerous company thall 
be redeemed to God, in canſequence of my death, and 
not one of the human race can be. ſaved without it. 
He alſo, that profeſſes an attachment to my cauſe, muſt 
be willing to make the moſt painful ſacrifices. A ſo- 
licitous regard to your temporal intereſts, will endanger 
your eternal welfare; but, while you can cheerfully give 
up life itſelf for my ſake, you adopt the moſt effectual 
method to ſecure your own happineſs for ever. If, 
therefore, you would acknowledge me, as your Lord 
and Maſter, you muſt be obedient to my command, 
and follow without heſitation, wherever I ſhall lead, 
even to the ſevereſt calamities; and then you ſhall be 
with me, to behold my glory, and fit down with me in 


_ 
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my kingdom. My Father himſelf will declare his ap- | 


probation of your conduct, and confer diſtinguiſhed ho- 
nour upon you.” | 


It is pleaſing to obſerve, that there are any humble 


inquirers after Jeſus. His faithful miniſters will re- 
Joice to direct you, and encourage your application to 
him. They will, as it were, take you by the hand, 
and conduct you to the knowledge of him, whoſe ac- 
quaintance you ſeek ; nay he himſelf waits to receive 
you. But, while you come to him, attend to his ſolemn 


declarations. As he © hath ſuffered for us in the fleſh,” 


you muſt “ arm yourſelves with the ſame mind *,” and 
endure the croſs. Let it ſuffice you, that, © if you ſuf- 
fer, you ſhall alſo reign with him .“ Is this, what you 
object to? Do you determine to renounce the ſervice of 
Chriſt, becauſe it will ſubject you to difficulties, and re- 
ſolve to gratify your own corrupt nature, becauſe it pro- 
miſes you much preſent enjoyment? Ah! how unwiſe 
a choice, how unfair an eſtimate, do you make! For 
Jeſus holds out a crown of glory to his deſpiſed and 
oppreſſed followers ; but your carnal pleaſures are mo- 
mentary, and, if continued in, will be ſucceeded by end- 
leſs torment and deſpair. 


Our Lord, having adverted to his approaching ſuf 


ferings, was deeply affected with the proſpect; and, as 
if the terrors of death had fallen upon him, he cried 
out, © Now is my ſoul troubled.” He ſeemed, for a 


moment, confounded in the view, and ready to petition, 


that he might be reſcued from the croſs. But, what- 
ever the weakneſs of human nature might ſuggeſt, he 
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reſolved not to ſhrink from that, which was the grand 


object of his incarnation ; and therefore he prayed only, 


« Father, glorify thy name.” Immediately a voice 
from heaven declared, that the divine glory had al- 
ready been ſecured, and would yet be more ſignally 
diſplayed, by his miniſtry. While the aſtoniſhed mul- 
titude wondered at the ſound, many of them not hear- 
ing the words diſtinctly, Jeſus remarked, that this teſ- 
timony was given not for his ſake, as he could want 
no further aſſurances of his Father's love, but for the 
confirmation of their faith, 

He then exulted in the confident expectation of the 
blefſed conſequences, which would refult from his 
death. He affirmed the moment to be at hand, when 
by his interpoſition the world ſhould be delivered from 
the uſurped dominion of the Devil, and ſinners every 
where, of all ranks and characters, ſhould be attracted 
by the view of his croſs; to make application to him, and 
enliſt themſelves as faithful ſoldiers under his banner. 

This affords us an endearing repreſentation of the 
Saviour. He was oppreſſed, and he was afflited, 
yet he opened not his mouth,” in peeviſh complaints to 
God, or bitter invectives againſt man. Though he felt 
unutterable anguiſh, he expreſſed not the leaſt im- 


patience: his only prayer was, that the honour of the 


divine name might be exalted, whatever he might en- 
dure. Here, then, is our pattern: we ſhould reſign 
ourſelves to the diſpoſal of God with like meekneſs and 
unreſerved ſubmiſſion, and be more ſolicitous for his 
glory, than our own perſonal eaſe and ſecurity. Alas! 
how little have we © learned Chriſt !”” This is fully 
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evinced by our fretfulneſs, diſcontent, and ſelfiſhneſs, by 
our eager deſire that our trials may be removed, rather 
than the intereſt of religion promoted. Have we con- 
ſidered, that it is one grand deſign of the death of 
Chriſt, to deliver us from all carnal affections, and from 
the power of darkneſs? Is Satan indeed caft out from 
the poſſeſſion of our hearts? Have we by faith beheld 
the Son of man “ lifted up from the earth,” and felt 
the conſtraining influence of his croſs? Are we, then, 
« drawn unto him,” ſo as to acknowledge our ſubjec- 

tion, and vow unfeigned allegiance ? | 
Our Lord's intimation of his approaching diſſolution 
was cavilled at by ſome of the people, as inconſiſtent 
with the ſcriptural declarations of the perpetuity of 
Meſſiah's office. But he knowing their captious diſ- 
poſition, exhorted them not to trifle away their preſent 
opportunities of inſtruction. He warned them, that 
the light, which then ſhone upon them, and which was 
ſufficient to conduct them to eternal life, would ſoon be 
removed if they refuſed to follow its guidance, and 
they would be left in a ſtate of deplorable ignorance 
and ſin. How ſolemn the admonition, and how appli- 
cable to many in modern times! Are there not thoſe, 
to whom the word of ſalvation is ſent, who ſhew a 
fondneſs for perverſe diſputation, rather than an humble 
defire of receiving ſpiritual advantage? We entreat 
them, therefore, to conſider the day of their viſitation. 
Much of it is already gone: and has the great bulineſs 
of life ever yet been ſcriouſly attempted ? Why need 
we anſwer this or the other queſtion, which you pro- 
poſe, if you are not earneſtly ſolicitous to ſave your im- 
Oo2 mortal 
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mortal fouls? O take heed, leſt, while you trifle, 
ce darkneſs come upon you 155 | 
We are not informed, with what effect Jeſus deli- 
vered his inſtructions to the inquiring Greeks ; but 
a tremendous account is given us of many of the Jews, 
who were preſent on this occaſion. When they began 
to cavil, he departed, and withdrew from them the light 
which they deſpiſed. They believed not on him, but 
_ obſtinately reſiſted all that ſtrength of evidence, which 
he had ſet before them in a long train of unqueſtionable 
miracles. The Evangeliſt obſerves, that the lamenta- 
tion of Iſaiah, complaining of the general rejection of 
the Saviour *, might properly be uſed with peculiar 
reference to them ; and that his prophecy of the fatal, 
judicial blindneſs and obduracy of the Jewiſh nation 
was accompliſhed at that very time F. He concluded, 
therefore, that their cafe was deſperate, and that all 
means employed for their converſion would be ineffec- 
tual. | 
O let us fear, leſt we alſo come under the ſame 
condemnation, by an abuſe of our preſent privileges ! 
When ſinners obſtinately perſiſt in ſtopping their ears 
againſt the calls of God, he determines that they ſhall 
not hear. And 1s not this a righteous diſpenſation, 
though the conſequences be moſt tremendous ? Who 
ſhall object? We are aware, that this matter is per- 
verſely miſrepreſented, as if men were conſtrained to 
ſin by a poſitive evil influence from God himſelf; or 
as if © they could not believe,” though they moſt ea- 
gerly deſired and endeayoured to do it. This is far 
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from the caſe, They are left to their own choice; and 
God's final deſertion of them is only the juſt puniſh- 
ment of their obſtinate oppoſition, But when he with- 
draws, we know that the moſt confirmed unbelief will 
enſue. We pray, therefore, © O Lord, take not thy 
Holy Spirit from us * !” | 

Many of the Jewiſh rulers felt a ſtrong conviction 
in their minds, that Jeſus was the Meſſiah ; but they 
dared not avow that conviction, becauſe a public con- 
feſſion of him would have brought upon them ſevere 
reproach and perſecution, and they were more ſolicit- 
ous to preſerve their reputation with men, than obtain 
the favour of God, How wretched the caſe! And 
yet many may read in them, what they themſelves are. 
Such are thoſe, who have not courage to meet the ſcorn 
and diſpleaſure of the world, in defence of that ſyſtem 
of doctrine and practice, which they are perſuaded is 
moſt agreeable to the ſacred ſcriptures. The appro- 
bation of God is made light of, and his anger provoked 
by ſuch a conduct. Surely, we give too much conſe- 
quence to our fellow-creatures, in courting their notice 
and dreading their anger, with the ſacrifice of conſcience, 
What will they be able to do for us in the hour of 
death, or in the day of judgment ? 

Jeſus departed from them, but he took another op- 
portunity of delivering a ſolemn admonition. He aſ- 
ſerted his divine miſſion, and his union with the Father. 
He declared himſelf the grand Luminary of mankind, 
who will communicate light to all ſincere inquirers, 
and guide their feet into the way of peace. Yep, 

| * Liturgy. 
+. - 8 though 


. — >> * — 
a —— u—᷑̃ͤ —) ñ 4 


566 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


though the intent of his appearance on the earth was to 


_ Confer ſalvation, rather than pronounce judgment, he 


obſerved that unbehevers ſhall not eſcape, but ſhall be 
condemned in the laſt day by that word, which they 
now contemptuouſly reject. How righteous the ſen- 
tence, ſince they deſpiſe and oppoſe the will of God, fo 
clearly manifeſted to them by his Son! 

And as Jeſus acted, fo muſt his miniſters. They 
too mult warn ſinners of their danger. Will yau, then, 
receive the record, which he hath given ? He demands 
your attention, not only as the meſſenger, but as the re- 
preſentative, and the very image of the inviſible God, 
Can you diſprove the credentials, which he has exhi- 
bited? Or why ſhould you reſiſt him, who comes to 
reſcue our fallen race from periſhing, and who brings 
light, life, and peace to all that believe? Do you not 
fear the awful doom, which awaits his enemies? The 
Lord God will vindicate the honour of his Goſpel; and, 


at the final conſummation, you muſt account to him 


for your preſent neglect and contempt of it. Ah! 
how many will wiſh, that they had lived and died in 
Pagan darkneſs, fince the word of falvation, which 
is ſent unto them, will witneſs againſt them, and, 
as it aggravates their guilt, increaſe their miſery for 
ever! 5 

Monday in It ſhould ſeem, that Jeſus was obliged to 
Paſhon week. hide himſelf from the malicious attempts of. 
his opponents, and that each evening he retired from 
Jeruſalem to Bethany for his own comfort as well as 
ſafety . Very early in the morning, probably on the 
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ſecond day of the week, he returned with ardent zeal 
to the city, from which he had fled the night before. 
Having ſet out without taking any food, he felt the call 
of hunger by the way, and thus proved that he really 
partook of our infirmities. A fig- tree being ſeen at a 
diſtance, he went to it, that he might refreſh himſelf 
with the fruit, which might then be expected to be on 
the tree, as the time of gathering the figs was not 
arrived, But upon his approach, finding it barren, 
though its leaves afforded a fair appearance, he pro- 
nounced a curſe upon it, that it never ſhould be able 
to produce any increaſe in ſucceeding ſeaſons. The 
effect of the imprecation was immediate: © the fig-tree 
withered away.” We are not to aſcribe our Lord's 
conduct upon this occaſion to weakneſs or peeviſh- 
neſs of ſpirit, ſuch as we' may betray under a painful 
diſappointment : it was, evidently, a ſignificant action, 
deſigned to convey ſome important inſtruction. | 
He exhibited therein an awful emblem of the Je-. 
iſh nation, who, with all their profeſſion and ſhew of 
piety, were deſtitute of real goodneſs, and were there- 
fore ſoon to be devoted to deſtruction. That guilty 
people were doomed by his curſe, like the fig-tree, to 
be reduced from a flouriſhing to a deſolate condition. 
The caſe of all vain pretenders to religion is exactly 
ſimilar. They may appear beautiful to the eye, and 
_ raiſe an expectation in others of much fruit: but, though 
they ſtand in the Church, they bring no glory to God, 
and remain unprofitable. He may bear long with 
them; but his vengeance will fall upon them at the laſt, 
and fo entirely conſume them, as to © leave them nei- 
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ther root nor branch *.” Ah! what jealouſy ſhould 
this excite in us, reſpecting our own ſtate! When the 
Lord himſelf comes to ſearch, will any increaſe of holi- 
neſs be found upon us ? 

When Jeſus arrived at Jeruſalem, he viſited the 
temple, and again endeavoured to correct the flagrant 
violations of that ſacred place, aſſerting its proper uſe, 
as a houſe devoted to the ſervice of God. His faith- 
ful admonitions, as before, enraged. the ſcribes and 
chief prieſts againſt him, ſo that they wilked to deſtroy 
him inſtantly ; they obſerved his influence among the 
people, and dreaded its conſequences. In the evening 
he once more retired from the city; a retreat appa- 
rently neceſſary for his ſecurity. 

e in In ie morning of the day following, as 
e pars bs paſſed by the fame road, his diſciples, 
who accompanied him, expreſſed their aſtoniſhment, 
when they ſaw the fig-tree withered away F. They 
perceived in this inſtance an additional proof of the 
power of their divine Maſter, and he taught them from 
it to depend more firmly upon him. He encouraged 
them to believe, that his Almighty. hand would be ex- 
erted in their behalf, and that, while they relied impli- 
citly on the promiſe of God, they ſhould be enabled to 
confirm their doctrine by miracles far ſuperior to this. 
But, that they might perform ſuch extraordinary ope- 
rations, he exhorted them to offer up importunate 
prayer to God, with ſtrong faith, aſſuring them that 
their moſt confident expectations of the divine bleſſing 
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would not be diſappointed. He inſiſted, alſo, on a 
charitable, forgiving diſpoſition, as ſo abſolutely requi- 
ſite, that without it all their addreſſes to God would be 
ineffectual. 

The ſupernatural powers, with which they were in- 
veſted, are not now wanted; and it would be preſump- 
tion in us to aſk for them. But there are advantages 
and privileges more excellent and valuable, which we 
may look for, and which we ſhould © aſk in faith, no- 
thing wavering *.” We need not wonder, that our 
petitions for the influences of the Spirit have failed of 
ſucceſs, if we cannot credit God for the performance of 
his promiſe, or believe that he will hear us. To en- 
ſure a favourable acceptance, we ſhould likewiſe lay 
aſide our evil tempers, when we approach to the God 
of peace and love. He will not vouchſafe his preſence 
and aſſiſtance to thoſe, whoſe hearts burn with reſent- 
ment, one againſt another. We are to * lift up 
holy hands without wrath,” as well as without © doubt- 
ing f.“ | 

| After paſſing by the barren fig-tree, our Lord came 
again to Jeruſalem, and taught publicly in the temple. 
The chief prieſts, ſcribes, and elders (which expreſſions 
may denote the members of the Sanhedrim), being 
much enraged againſt him, demanded cf him, what au- 
thority he poſſeſſed, which could juſtify his extraordinary 
conduct. Had the queſtion been propoſed with an 
humble deſire of receiving information, we apprehend 
that Jeſus would have given a different anſwer ; for he 
never diſappointed the ſerious inquirer. But, knowing 
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the pride and obſtinacy of their hearts, he intended, nor 
ſo much to inſtruct, as to filence and confound them. 
He therefore interrogated them on what foundation the 
miniſtry of John the Baptiſt reſted ; for, ſince John had 
borne the moſt deciſive teſtimony for him, as he him- 
ſelf had for John, they both ſtood on the ſame ground. 
This involved them in a difficulty. They could not 
allow the prophetical character of John, without allow- 
ing that of Jeſus alſo; and they dared not deny it, 
through fear of the people, who held the name of the 
Baptiſt in the higheſt veneration. They were, there- 
fore, obliged to confeſs their ignorance, and to relin- 
quiſh their malevolent examination. How admirable. 
was that wiſdom, which could at once perplex the moſt 
ſubtle adverſaries, and defeat all their purpoſes ! 

Do not many, alſo, among ourſelves, like thoſe an- 
cient cavillers, demand, by what proofs the authority of 
Jeſus is aſcertained? We are not afraid of bringing 
the matter to a fair trial before impartial judges : 
for the truth canner ſuffer by a ſerious diſquiſition. 
But take heed, with what temper and motive you 
| weigh the evidences of the Goſpel, They are ſtrong 
enough to convince thoſe, who are not biaſſed by 
pride or prejudice. But, if you enter upon the ſubject 
with an unhumbled captious diſpoſition, probably diffi- 
culties will occur, which will prevent your attaining any 
ſatisfaction: and it is a righteous thing with God to 
permit it. Many, who affect to call themſelves free- 
thinkers, take up the Bible, with no deſire to regulate 
their faith or practice by it, but with a previous deter- 
' mination to raiſe objections. Can ſuch perſons, who 
are 
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are evidently blinded by their paſſions, be competent to 
decide upon this ſubject? Or is it likely, that, while 
they reſolve not to be perſuaded, Jeſus will vouchſaſe 
to guide them by the light of his Spirit? 
But, though our Lord ſeemed to evade the inquiries 
of his enemies, he ſtill warned them by a faithful and 
' ſtriking repreſentation of the baſeneſs of their character, 
and by intimations, which they could not miſtake, of 
the awful deſtruction, they ſhould ſoon-feel. 
1. He deſcribed the different conduct of two ſons, 
who were both directed by their Father to work in 
his vineyard, The firſt, with great inſolence, refuſed 
to obey, but afterwards, aſhamed of his perverſeneſs, 
ſubmitted, and fulfilled the injunction. The ſecond, 
with fair profeſſions of regard, and an expreſs promiſe 
of compliance, continued to neglect the command. 
Jeſus then appealed to his auditors upon the caſe he 
had propoſed ; and while they were obliged to confeſs, 
that he, who for a time avowed an oppoſition to his 
parent's will, had yet performed a more dutiful part 
than the other, they condemned themſelves. For, 
with high pretences to piety, they were more averſe to 
God's deſign of ſaving ſinners, than the moſt open and 
profligate offenders, Our Lord failed not to make this 
very pointed application; « Verily I ſay unto you, That 
the publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of God 
before you.” He referred them for a proof of his 
aſſertion, to their rejection of John's miniſtry, to which 
perſons of abandoned character had ſubmitted. 
Let all the profeſſors of religion be excited to exa- 
mine themſelves. You ſay, © I go, Sir;“ but are you 
not 
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not acting as diſſemblers? With declarations of love 
and obedience upon your tongues, are you not in your 
lives and tempers moſt oppoſite to God? Have you 


cordially complied with the ſcheme of ſalvation in the 
Goſpel? You may pride yourſelves upon your morality 
or devotion, as the Phariſees did; yet, if you © have 
not ſubmitted yourſelyes unto the righteouſneſs of God,” 
you poſſeſs more odious diſpoſitions, and may be far- 
ther from heaven, than thoſe who are notoriouſly diſ- 
ſolute and profane. This is an offenſive poſition : but 
here we diſcover the malignity and danger of ſelf de- 
pendence, which is more likely to prevent us from a 
ſincere reception of the Saviour, than any atrocious 
crimes; and we perceive, alſo, the freeneſs and ſuffici- 
ency of that grace, which can reſcue from deſtruction 
the moſt enormous ſinners. 

This repreſentation, however, ſhould not be thought 
favourable to your licentious practices, who have avow- 
edly caſt off the fear of God, Your iniquities are de- 
teſtable before him, and if not renounced, will © bring 
upon you ſwift deſtruction.” But we thank God for 
the revelation of mercy through his Son ; and on this 
ground we can encourage you to * turn unto him, from 
whom you have deeply revolted.” We are, alſo, ſan- 
guine in the expectation of ſucceeding with you: for, 
ſurely, the Goſpel muſt at once appear ſuitable to your 
caſe, as it is addreſſed to them, © who are ready to pe- 
rifh,” and offers a full and gratuitous pardon to the maſt 
guilty. | neg, 

2. He deſcribed the baſe conduct and certain con- 


demnation of the Jews, in a parabolical repreſentation 
of 
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of wicked huſbandmen, who were intruſted with the care 
of a vineyard. The owner ſent his ſervants to demand 
the produce ; but the meſſengers were treated by them 
with extreme violence and cruelty ; they were beaten, 
ſtoned, and killed. At laſt, as the grand expedient for 
recovering them to their duty, his only and beloved 
Son was diſpatched on the ſame errand ; but, though 
he had a peculiar claim to be received with veneration; 
they unanimouſly determined to put him to deatn. 
Jeſus then appealed to his captious hearers; and 
they allowed that theſe unfaithful huſbandmen ſhould be 
deprived of that truſt, which they had abuſed, and be 
deſtroyed for their iniquity. But, in doing this, being 
blindly inattentive to their own guilt, they paſſed ſentence 
on themſelves. Jeſus alſo confirmed the ſentence, de- 
claring that the kingdom of God, or the diſpenſation of 
his mercy, ſhould be withdrawn from them, and commit- 
ted to another people. He further obſerved, that a 
remarkable prophecy was then fulfilled; ſince the very 
ſtone, which the builders refuſed, was appointed the 
head-ſtone of the corner, as the main ſupport of the 
whole building *. And he ſolemnly warned them, that, 
by taking offence at him or his doctrine, they expoſed 
themſelves to the heavieſt calamiries in this life, and that 
finally, when his whole vengeance ſhould fall upon them, 
they would periſh with tremendous and irreparable 
ruin, | 
The Jewiſh rulers perceived, that the parable, which 
he had delivered, was directed againſt them; and yet 
the awful admonition did not duly affect them. They 
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| | hardened their hearts the more, and again they ſought 
for ſome means of deſtroying him, that they might no 
longer be troubled with his reproofs. At that time, 
| howeyer, they dared not to carry their wiſhes into ef- 
b fect: the multitude, who {till revered him as a prophet, 
[ would not ſuffer them to ſeize him. We obſerve, that 
4 God can reſtrain the malicious attempts of his fierceſt 
1 enemies; nor can they ever prevail, © except it be 
given them from above.” A firm perſuaſion of this 
truth will inſpire the believer with confidence and joy, 
though © ten thouſands of people ſet themſelves againſt 
him round about “.“ 
| Tue judgments, denounced againſt the Jews, have 
been fulfilled; and thus God hath © avenged the 
quarrel of his covenant.” Through their unbelief, 
| ce the kingdom of God” is come unto us: and, if 
| | we would not provoke him to take it from us, 


as he has done from them, we ſhould beware of re- 
jecting © the chief corner-ſtone,” which God hath laid 
in Zion, and on which alone, as © the ſure foundation,” 
his Church can ſtand. Let us build our hopes upon him, 
and we ſhall never be aſhamed . But inconceivable an- 
guiſh, torment, and deſpair ſhall be the portion of all 
thoſe, to whom he is © a ſtone of ſtumbling, and a rock 
of offence, even of them, which ſtumble at the word, 
being diſobedient .“ May we fo contemplate his cha- 
racter, that he may be more and more exalted in our eſ- 
timation, till we be admitted to ſee his face in glory! 
Amen. 1 
* Pial. iii. 6. + Rom. ix. 33. 1 1 Pet. ii. 8. 
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